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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Egypt. 


Part XL1I. 


No. 1. 

Mr, Edwardes to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 1, 1894.) 

3^Lord,^ Rome, December 27,1893. 

I HAD the honour to receive yesterday evening your Lordship’s telegram -No. 41, 
instructing me to offer to the Italian Government the congratulations of Her Majesty s 
Government on the victory lately gained by Italian arms at Agordat. 

I consequently addressed a letter to Baron Blanc, a copy of which I have the 
honour to inclose herewith, as well as a copy of his Excellency s reply, which I have 
just received. 

I have, &c. 






Inclosure 1 in No. 1. 

Mr. Edwardes to Baron Blanc. 

M. le Baron Rome, le 26 De'cembre, 1893. 

JE viens de recevoir un tdlegramme de Lord Rosebery, qui me charge d’offrir au 
Gouvernement du Roi les vives felicitations du Gouvernement de Sa Majcste Britan- 
nique sur la victoiro que viennent d’emporter les armes Italiennes en Afrique. Ce 
succes, ajoute Lord Rosebery, est un sujet de vraie felicitation mutuelle. 

C’est avec des sentiments de sincere participation que j’ai l’honneur de m’acquitter 
de ce devoir aupr&s de votre Excellence et je la prie d’agreer, &c. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 1. 
Baron Blanc to Mr. Edwardes. 


Dear Charge d’Affaires, Rome, December 27, 1893. 

I BEG to thank you for your kind note of yesterday’s date, conveying to me the 
congratulations of Her Majesty’s Government for our victory against the Dervishes. 
I was quite touched by Lord Rosebery’s words, calling the Italian success an object of 
mutual rejoicing, and I need not say how grateful I am to you for your personal 

compliments. _ . 

I request you, therefore, to transmit to his Lordship the feelings of my deep 

sympathy, and I beg to remain, &c. 

3 * 3 (Signed) BLANC. 




ERRATUM. 

Page 116, 3rd line from bottom, for “ Vasaala" read “ Kassala, 1 
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No. 2. 

Colonel Slade to Mr. Edwardes. —( Received January 1, 1894.) 

gjj, Rome , December 28,1893. 

THE bare telegram announcing the victory of Italian arms over the Dervishes at 
Agordat on the 22nd instant, with a loss to the former of 3 European officers 
1 European under-officer, and 98 native soldiers, killed; 2 European officers 
1 European under-officer, and 123 native soldiers, wounded , an o e 
upwards of 1,000* Dervishes, including their leader Ahmed Ah, killed, and the 
capture of 100 rifles, 60 standards, and an English [?] mitrailleuse, is all the official 
information which the Italian Government has at present received. . „ ,, 

It would, however, appear from other sources that on the morning of the 
22nd instant upwards of 10,000 Dervishes, 6,000 armed with rifles and muskets, and 
4,000 with lances, led by Ahmed Ali, threatened the intrenched position at Agoidat 
which Colonel Arimondi, acting as Vice-Governor m the absence on leave m Europe 
of Major-General Baratieri, had reinforced, anticipating from information received 

the “Rented 1,400 rifles (7 companies), 2 batteries o£ mountain 

artillery, and probably 1 squadron of cavalry. _ , _ * 

All the troops were native auxiliaries, officered by Europeans, with a few 

European non-commissioned officers. ... , 

It would appear that Colonel Arimondi, fearing that the Dervishes might make a 
night attack on Agordat, which, in his opinion, with their superior numbers, might 
prove successful, determined to take the offensive, with the result that, after an 
engagement which lasted two hours, he completely routed them. 

The Italian troops, beyond following up their success for a short distance, 
eventually retired on Agordat, and have no intention of making a forward offensive 

movement in the direction of Kassala. . , . . ~ 

I purpose, on the arrival of the official despatches in this country, obtaining lull 
information of the details of the action, and forwarding them in the usual course. # 
Colonel Arimondi is in his 4<7th year, and has been in command of the troops m 
Africa since February 1892. He served throughout the campaigns of 1866 and 1870 
in the Bersaglieri. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN EAMSAY SLADE, 

Colonel and Military Attachd. 


No. 3. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 2, 1894.) 

My lord) Cairo, December 21, 1893. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 97 of the 5th June last, I have the honour 
to report that, in the course of conversation with my French colleague this morning, I 
mentioned that I had seen a note from M. Maskens, the Belgian Consul-General, 
to the Egyptian Government, in which he stated that his Government s consent to the 
proposed. 0 scheme for the sanitation of Cairo was conditional on the appointment 
of a Judge to represent the Secondary Powers on the Mixed Court of Appeal. I 
observed that this latter proposal had aroused no opposition in itself, but that it had 
fallen through because it had been coupled with another proposal to the effect that 
English should be recognized as a judicial language, to which the French Government 
had declared itself unable to agree. The Secondary Powers were thus led to complain 
that their interests were sacrificed to a difference between the French and English 
Governments, with which those interests had absolutely no connection, and the 
Belgian Government, as a consequence, now obstructed and embarrassed that of Egypt 
on a subject even more remote than the language question from the original point at 
issue. I did not mean to imply that Her Majesty’s Government would insist on 
treating the two questions—that of the English language, and that of tho representa¬ 
tion of the Secondary Powers on the Mixed Court of Appeal—as necessarily and 
inseparably interdependent, but there was undoubtedly a very strong feeling among the 
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English colony in Egypt, based on tohiTwlSfS 

•of the English language from the MixedL TL ’ ise on the subject which would 

might not be possible to arrive a £ j then threw out the suggestion 

remove the practical grievance compla^ o^ of the 5th June (a copy of which 
developed m Sir Charles Cooks tt - permissive employment of 

”* — “ 

consideration to so moderate a P r °P° SE j}\ , . Gover nment were sincerely anxious to 
M.de Eeverseaux assured a nd I understood him to say 

reduce as far as possible all causes of in > have accordingly thought it 

that he would submit to it the jngptol “ made. q ^ G 

desirable to report our conversation to yon ; P may hayc an opportunity of 

Wchffiglt “S^ador, or through Lord Dufferin to the Mmisters m 

Paris. I have, &c. 

(Signed) CEOMEB. 

No. 4. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery. -{Received January 2, 1894.) 

(No. 214.) Cairo, December 24,1893. 

My I°HAVE the honour to inclose coining (1) a French 

and 155, a copy of a special supplement o t ^ e Budget of the year 1894, the 

translation of the Report of ^^mm^specially elected for the purpose, under the 
text of which was drawn up J Council itse lf upon it being 

presidency of the Sheikh-el-Beku, the ^““ b . dWigioM 0 f the Report; (2) a bnet 
recorded in the notes appended to the variou_ & a L islative Council; (3) a French 
French summary of the discussion o P tQ tlie legislative Council on behalf ot the 

translation of the reply read yestei c y addressed by the Financial Adviser to the 

Co°”Mi b iste^ on the criticisms and recommendations of the 

or two points of detail -* to.which 

is in no case ot any " 

importance. . , sa „ e relating to the Army of Occupation the 

1 Should mention, however. hat in he w0 S rds « assurances Evacuation, 

Arabic expression mewaid > engagements to evac e. 

would be more correctly translated stron 0 eng 0 j have, & c . 

(Signed) CEOMEE. 

Inclosure in No. 4. 

Supplement to the Egyptian " Journal Offi ciel" of December 23,1893. 

Rapport sur le Budget de VEaereice UHg-b*- ^ h <W 

APRfiS avoir examine- ies financier la Commission 

contenu avec la situation de la na 10 o.. P trQUVe que \ es ^gyptiens sont dans un 6tat de 

depuis 1876 jusqu’en Mars 1881, une somm E 2 0,000,000. D’un autre 

commencement de 1891 ce total a depas e 1 Je 1>80 0,000 feddans environ et les 

c6td, les terres hypothequ&s out attain <J J dettes ui ne sont pas enregistrees ; 

a " p,e5que doub * “ paoe 
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II est certain que si cet 6tat de choses continuait, il ne faudrait que peu d’anndes 
pour que la dette soit double et que la plus grande partie des terres d’Egypte soit hypo- 
thdqude, et les Egyptiens deviendraient alors les ouvriers de leurs creanciers, travaillant 
dans les terres dont ils dtaient les propridtaires. 

Une des causes prineipales qui a mis la nation Egyptienne dans cet dtat de gene est 
le lourd fardeau des impdts et des taxes que le Gouvernement pergoit des populations.^ 

Ces impdts et taxes ont dte dtablis k des dpoques oh les prix des produits etant 
dlevds, la situation du peuple etait aisee, mais depuis lors, les temps ayant change, les prix 
des produits ont baissd, tandis que les taxes imposdes aux habitants ont etd maintenues ; 
il s’ensuit que le taux d’impdt qu’ils paient aujourd’hui n’est plus en rapport avec la 
somme qu’ils retirent de leurs rdcoltes, et que, par suite, leur etat est devenu tel que nous 
l’avons ddcrit plus haut. 

Il est h remarquer que, k en juger par les ddveloppements du Budget, le Gouverne¬ 
ment ne parait pas avoir prdte d cette question toute l’attention qu’elle merite, et la 
somme de £ E. 90,000 dont le Gouvernement veut degrever certaines terres en 1894, ne 
saurait alldger le fardeau du peuple. 

Il importe done d’etudier les cliapitres du Budget et de prendre toutes les mesures 
possibles pour avoir des sommes suffisantes qui permettront au peuple de sortir de la 
situation penible et miserable dans laquelle il se trouve. 

La Commission estime, par consequent, qu’il y a lieu d’examlner cette annde 
certaines questions d’ordre general, qui tendent a la realisation du but voulu et de les 
soumettre au Conseil, qui, s’il juge k propos de les approuver, les communiquera au 
Gouvernement. Dans ee eas, la Commission procedevait, dans les anndes d venir, d 
l’examen des details et a l’etude des autres questions qu’elle n’a pas cru devoir aborder 
cette annde avant de connaitre l’avis du Gouvernement sur cette question principale. 

Ce preambule est approuvd tel qu’il est par le Conseil Ldgislatif. 


I.—Chapitre de Personnel. 

Les traitements donnes aux employes sont de deux sortes: les traitements fixds pour 
des classes spdciales et les traitements qui ne sont pas limites, tels que les emoluments des 
hautes fonctions et autres. 

Nous ne parlerons pas pour le moment des traitements fixes pour le cadre inferieur. 

Quant aux traitements du cadre superieur et ceux des hautes fonctions non classees, 
la Commission estime qu’ils sont considerables et que Ton doit nommer des Commissions 
k I’efFet de les examiner et de les reduire. 

La Commission remarque, en outre, dans le detail des fonctions, l’existence de 
plusieurs postes absolument inutiles et qui peuvent etre supprimes; h cet effet, il y aurait 
de nombreux exemples a citer, mais nous nous abstenons d’en parler dans ce Rapport, 
nous contentant d’attirer k cet egard l’attention du Gouvernement ct, dans le cas oil 
celui-ci ne prendrait pas cette question en consideration, il aurait alors obligd le Conseil 
d’entrer dans les details et de citer des noms. 

La Commission observe dgalement que le Gouvernement donne aux etrangers de gros 
traitements qui ne sont nullement en proportion avec ceux que touclient les indigenes qui 
font le mtsme travail; il est vrai, et nous le savons, que l’etranger recoit un traitement 
superieur a celui de 1’indigdne, parce qu’il se deplace pour faire un travail en dehors de 
son pays; mais ce n’est pas lit une raison pour que son traitement ici soit plusieurs fois 
superieur h celui qu’il avait dans son pays, ainsi que cela a lieu aetuellement. 

En outre, la Commission voit que dans les Administrations, la direction des services 
est confide, en grande partie, aux etrangers, qui touchent les gros traitements, et qu’il y a 
dejh longtemps que cette situation se prolonge sans qu’on y ait apportd aucun changement. 
Aussi elle attire h cet egard l’attention du Gouvernement pour y remedier d’aprds les 
veeux du pays. 

Elle trouve aussi que la presence d’un grand nombre de chefs Europdens dans les 
Administrations gouvernementaies a ndcessitd la erdation de plusieurs bureaux Europdens 
dans les services relevant de chacune de ses Administrations, erdation qui entraine de 
grandes ddpenses sur le Budget du Gouvernement, alors que la langue officielle est i’Avabe 
et que l’administration des affaires de chaque nation ne doit se traiter qu’au moyen de sa 
langue. 

Ainsi on pourrait rdaliser une grande dconoraie si on n’usait, dans les services da 
Gouvernement, que de la langue Arabc tout en ayant le nombre exclusivement ndeessaire 
de traducteurs. 


Modification du Conseil. —Le Conseil, en approuvant cet Article, tel qu’il est, a ddcidd 
d’y ajouter ce qui suit:— 

“La Commission qui sera nominee pour examiner l’dtat des employds de chaque 
Departement doit etre composde de personnes connaissant le travail de ce Ddpartement et 
qui seront choisies moitie parmi les employds actif's du Gouvernement et moitid parmi les 
employes en disponibilite et les pensionnaires de l’fitat.” 


II.— Chapitre des Dispenses. 


1. Ddpenses Secretes, Generates, Diver ses, Menus Frais , et Impre'vus. 

La Commission estime que les depenses inscrites dans le Budget sous les rubriques 
susmentionndes et qui atteignent le chiffre de £ E. 85,000 environ, sont bien considerables 
et qu’il faut en reduire une somme de £ E. 20,000. 

Modification du Conseil .—Le Conseil a decidd de rdduire £ E. 30,000 sur les 
sommes prdvues pour ces depenses, e’est-h-dire £E. 10,000 cn plus de la somme proposee 
par la Commission. 

2. Depenses du The'dtre. 

Elle trouve que la subvention alloude au thdatre n’a pas sa raison d’fitre; cette 
ddpense n’est pas accordde dans presque tous les Gouvernements d’Europe et surtout en 
Angleterre, et si certaines Puissances l’accordent, ce ne serait que dans les interets de 
leurs propres nationaux; mais au Caire, tel n’est point le cas, car cette subvention n’a 
d’autre utilitd dans cette ville que eelle de procurer des divertissements k certains 
dtrangers qui y resident. Si on pretend qu’elle est necessaire pour que les touristes qui 
visitent le Caire pendant la saison d’hiver puissent trouver un divertissement, nous 
rdpondrons que toutes les loges et les fauteuils du theatre sont loues avant l’arrivde de ces 
touristes, et s’il en reste quelques-uns, ils ne peuvent pas suffire au grand nombre de 
touristes qui seraient alors prdsents au Caire. 

Modification du Conseil .—Le Conseil est d’avis d’affecter k ces ddpenses sur le chiffre 
prdvu au Budget une somme de £ E. 4,000, dont £ E. 3,000 pour le thdatre Europden 
et £ E. 1,000 pour le thdatre Arabe, a la condition que cette dernidre somme ne soit 
donnee qu’h la troupe Arabe qu’un Comitd compose de Notables indigenes, nommes par le 
Gouvernement, ddclarera dtre la meilleure, soit comme matdriel, soit comme reprdsen- 
tation. 

3. Frais de Deplacement des Employds. 

Les sommes dnormes paydes aux employds comme frais de ddplacement n’ont aucune 
raison d’&tre, vu que ces employds ne touchent leurs traitements primitifs que pour faire 
des travaux spdeiaux, et l’employd qui se deplace d’un endroit k un autre pour affaire de 
son service, ne fait rien qui ne rentre pas dans ses attributions ; par suite, la Commission 
est d’avis que les employes qui par leurs fonctions sont obliges d’etre en tournde ne 
doivent recevoir que les frais de leur transport par chemin de fer et par bateau, et les frais 
de monture sur terre. 

Le Conseil a approuvd cet Article tel qu’il est. 

4. Ministere des Travaux Publics. 


Section des Travaux Neufs, des Travaux de Conservation et de Reparation, pour lesquels 
esi pre'vue une Somme de £ E. 280,000 environ. 

Cette section ddpense de fortes sommes soit pour l’ouverture de boulevards, soit pour 
la creation de nouvelles constructions et autres, et trds souvent plusieurs de ces 
constructions et erdations n’ont pas de raison d’dtie et I’on n’est poussd k les faire que par 
l’existence de erddits considdrables affeetds k cet effet ou restant disponibles sur le Budget; 
de plus, il y a lieu de remarquer que des sommes importantes ont dte ddjii ddpensdes dans 
des travaux de cette nature depuis la fin du siecle passd dc l’Hdgire jusqu’aujourd’hui, et 
l’Egypte a aetuellement beaucoup d’autres besoins que ces nouvelles constructions. 

La Commission propose done la reduction de £ E. 50,000 sur la susdite somme. 
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Modification du Conseil .—Le Conseil, en approuvant le texte de cet Article tel qu'il 
est, a ddcidd que la deduction de la somme de £ E. 50,000 doit dtre faite sur la somme 
prevue pour lea services des villes, sans toucher en rien & celle fixde pour le serviee des 
irrigations en 1894. 


Entreprises. 

La Commission trouve que tr&s souvcnt le Departement des Travaux Publics, sans 
tenir compte du prix obtenu par l’adjudication, donne 1’entreprise cl un prix superieur et 
k une autre personne qu’a l’adjudicataire, sous pretexte que cette personne lui est plus 
connue par son honndtete; mais cette pretention n’est pas permise, puisque l’adjudicataire 
au plus bas prix a fourni la garantie et le cautionnement au moyen desquels le Ministdre 
peut commencer immediatement le travail aux frais de l’adjudicataire, si celui-ci tarde k le 
faire, et il serait ainsi garanti pour le surplus des depenses par ce m&me cautionnement. / 

Modification du Conseil .—Le Conseil a decide de ne plus donner les entreprises par 
adjudications au moyen des enveloppes fermdes, et que ces adjudications doivent 6tre 
publiques et en presence des enchdrisseurs qui auraient payd le cautionnement voulu. Ce 
syst&me sera suivi pendant un an h titre d’essai. 


Achats. 

La Commission est d’avis que tous les achats necessaires au Ministere des Travaux 
Publics et a ses branches ne doivent se faire que par voie d’adjudication. 

Modification du Conseil .—Le Conseil a decide que les achats dans tous les Ministdres 
doivent 6tre faits par voie d’adjudication ; toutefois les achats ne ddpassant pas £ E. 30, 
dont l’Admqiistration aurait besoin dans le courant de l’annde, peuvent fitre effectude sans 
adjudication, c’est-b-dire que les achats h faire dans le courant de l’annee et dont le 
montant excdde £ E. 30, doivent dtre faits par voie d’adjudication. 

Le Conseil ajoute ce qui suit en ce qui concerne le Ministere des Travaux Publics: “ Vu 
que le service des irrigations a fait beaucoup de travaux et que, aprds les avoir terminus, 
elle a trouvd non seulement que ces travaux dtaient inutiles, mais qu’ils dtaient encore 
prdjudiciables, ce qui Pa obligd a faire de nouvelles depenses pour les supprirner, et cela 
inddpendamment des frais considerables inutilement faits pour leur execution.” 

“ Pour obvier a ces inoonvenients, le Conseil a decide qu’en cas de ndcessitd de order 
des canaux, des ponceaux, ou des masrafs, on ne peut en executer les travaux avant d’en 
avoir fait un devis par les soins de l’lnspecteur d’Irrigation, qui devra accompagner ce devis 
d’un Rapport ddmontrant les avantages du travail qu’on veut entreprendre, et les prejudices 
qui pourraient resulter dans le cas oh ce travail ne serait pas fait. Ce devis, aprds avoir 
recu la sanction du Ministdre des Travaux Publics, est soumis au Conseil Provincial, et, 
s’il l’approuve, on proeddera alors k Pexdcution des travaux.” 


5. Arme'e Egyptienne. 

La Commission trouve que les ddpenses de l’armde Egyptienne sont considdrables, car 
en supposant ^’existence de 14,000 hommes, on trouve que chaque soldat coute au 
Gouvernement prds de £ E. 34, chiffre approximativement dgal k celui que coflte chaque 
soldat de la plupart des Puissances Europdennes, mais la raison qui oblige ces Puissances & 
faire de grandes ddpenses n’existe pas en Egypte. 

Ainsi, en Europe, l’armde active est, tres souvent, dans la proportion d’un septidme 
de l’armde gdndrale formde en temps de guerre qui a suffisamment de chefs et d’officiers 
touchant leur traitement en entier meme en temps de paix. Les traitements des officiers 
dans n’importe lequel de ces Etats ne reprdsentent pas ceux de l’armde active, mais bien 
ceux de l’armde gdndrale. 

Si une pareille rdgle etait suivie en Egypte telle qu’elle est adoptde dans les dits pays, 
chaque soldat couterait environ le double. Ces Puissances ont encore d’autres ddpenses, 
telles que les frais de manoeuvres militaires, des usines pour la confection des avmes et 
autres, ce qui n’existe pas en Egypte ; en outre, les ddpenses de vivres de chaque soldat 
Egyptien sont moindres qu’en Europe, d’autant plus que ce dernier n’est pas habitud aux 
boissons spiritueuses. 

La Commission estime done qu’en rdduisant les ddpenses de chaque soldat de 
£ E. 34 k £ E. 27, on rdaliserait une dconomie de £ E. 97,000 environ; une reduction du 
nombre des officiers etrangers qui touchent de gros traitements et des nombreuses fonctions 
qui existent sans raison, peut encore aider d la realisation de cette dconomie. 
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6. Police. 

La Commission dmet pour la police le mdme avis que pour l’armde, d’aprds lequel les 
ddpenses pour chaque homme doivent etre reduites a £ E. 27, et qu’on peut arriver a la 
rdaiisation de cette dconomie au moyen d’une reduction du nombreux personnel 
Europden. 

Elle est egalement d’avis d’employer cette dconomie pour augmenter le nombre 
actuellement insuffisant des hommes de la police. 

La Commission croit aussi qu’il n’y a pas lieu d’avoir dans le pays des agents de 
police Europeens, tels que les agents de police Italiens qui s’y trouvent actuellement. 

Modification du Conseil .—Le Conseil a decidd d’ajouter a la fin du premier pavagraphe 
les mots “ et autres,” et de supprirner du deuxidme paragraphe toute la phrase 
commengant par “ la Commission trouve aussi,” &c. 

7. Prisons. 

La erdation d’un service spdeial pour les prisons a entralne pour le Gouvernement des 
ddpenses cousiddrables qu’il ne faisait pas alors que les prisons dependaient des Moudirs et 
Gouverneurs ; or, I’existence d’un service spdeial pour les prisons ne lui paraissant d’aucune 
utilitd, la Commission est d’avis que les prisons soient rattachdes aux Gouverneurs et aux 
Moudirs, et que le droit de contrdle et d’inspection scit devolu au Parquet. TJne notable 
dconomie pourra etre ainsi realisee et employde dans des besoins plus utiles. 

Le Conseil a approuvd cet Article tel qu’il est. 


8. Service des Gardes-Cotes. 

Les credits prdvus au Budget pour ce service sont considerables, vu les gros traite¬ 
ments donnes a ses fonctionnaires, de sorte que les agents gradds aux gardes-c6tes 
touchent un traitement supdrieur k celui des officiers de meme grade dans l’armde Egyp- 
tienne. La Commission juge convenable de prendre l’dtat de ce service en consideration, 
et de lui choisir le personnel ndeessaire, surtout les militaires, parmi les officiers retraitds ou 
en disponibilite ayant les aptitudes voulues, et ne touchant pas un traitement superieur k 
celui fixe pour leurs grades. 11 en rdsulterait ainsi une dconomie tant dans le service 
mdme des gardes-efites que dans les allocations des pensionnaires ou des officiers en 
disponibilitd. 

Le Conseil a approuvd cet Article tel qu’il est. 


9. Arme'e d' Occupation. 

La Commission croit utile d’ajourner Remission de son avis au sujet des depenses de 
cette amide, jusqu’i la rdunion du Conseil ou ce Rapport sera examind et discute defini- 
tivement. 

Le Conseil a decide de ne pas approuver le paiement de cette somme. 


10. Imprimerie. 

Le Gouvernement et les Administrations de l’Etat n’ignorent pas l’dtat parfait de 
cette imprimerie, qui est organisee de maniere a faire face aux commandes d’impression 
de toute nature qui lui sont faites, et il est certain qu’aucune des imprimeries existant en 
Egypte ne peut rivaliser avec elle; toutefois certaines Administrations et quelques-unes de 
leurs branches, outre les registres de modele, donnent des commandes h des imprimeries 
privdes. Vu les parfaites conditions dans lesquelles se trouve l’imprimerie, la Commission 
croit devoir rejeter toute excuse de la part de telle Administration ou telle branche au 
sujet des commandes qu’elle donne aux imprimeries privies. 

Elle engage le Gouvernement k donner des ordres formels aux diverses Administra¬ 
tions de l’Etat, leur interdisant de donner des commandes aux imprimeries privees, vu que 
les benefices de son imprimerie reviennent au Tr^sor. 

Modification du Conseil .—Le Conseil, en approuvant le texte de cet Article tel qu’il 
est, a decide d’y aj outer : “Tout Chef d’ Ad ministration qui donnerait des commandes h 
des imprimeries privdes serait responsable des frais d’impression.” 
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11. Municipalite' d’Alexandne. 

La Commission propose la suppression de ce Conseil pour plusieurs raisons 

1. Son Administration Financiere est defectueuse et la plus grande partie de sea 
recettes est ddpensee en traitements dont la plupart ne sont pas ndcessaires. 

2. Lors de la creation de ce Conseil, le but du Gouvernement etait de doter toutes 
ies villes d’Egypte de pareille institution ; mais les Puissances ayant refusd de donner leur 
approbation it l’emploi des sommes ndcessaires k ce projet, le privilege accordd & la ville 
d’Alexandrie est en quelque sorte un acte d’injustice vis-a-vis des autres^ villes. 

3. Les oeuvres de ce Conseil n’ont apportde jusqu’d present a cette ville aucun 
avantage dont elle etait privde avant l’institution de la Municipality; mais, au contraire, 
certaines de ses oeuvres cachaient des intentions peu satisfaisantes, tel que le contrat qu’il 
voulait conclure avec la Compagnie des Eaux ct autres. 

4. Le rdglement pour les elections de ce Conseil a ete etabli de telle sorte que la plus 
grande partie de ses membres est composde d’Europeens, tandis que les indigenes n’y ont 
presque pas de voix; de plus, ses sdances ne manquent pas de diffdrends entre les 
membres, ces disaccords dtant de nature a empdcher la realisation du but de cette 
institution. 

Le Conseil Ldgislatif a approuvd cet Article tel qu’il est. 

12. Administration des Domaines. 

Bien que la Commission considdre qu’elle n’a pas h. se mcler de cette Administration, 
elle a toutefois le droit de conseiller au Gouvernement 1’amelioration de l’dtat du 
personnel ddlegud par lui dans la dite Administration. En effet, les lois tant 
indigenes qu’Europeennes rendent le garant responsable du contrdle de son garanti, 
et le creancier peut approuver cette idde afin d’dviter tout dommage pouvant rdsulter 
pour les deux parties j et malgre que cette Administration ait ete instituee par une 
Convention Internationale qui ne permet pas au Conseil de s’en mdler, mais vu la 
garantie fournie aux creanciers par le Gouvernement, celui-ci a dft payer aux crdanciers 
des deficits annuels variant entre £ E. 100,000 k £ E. 200,000, tandis que si les terres des 
Domaines dtaient bien administrdes, au moins comme le sont actuellement celles de la 
Da'ira Sanieh, le Gouvernement n’aurait pas eu k supporter ces pertes. 

La Commission propose par suite de nommer un Comitd pour trouver le moven de 
remedier k cet dtat de cboses sans toucher en rien aux conditions de la dette. 

Le Conseil a approuvd cet Article tel qu’il est. 

13. Service de la Traite. 

Ce service comporte une depense de £ E. 13,000 environ, alors que ce commerce n’a 
plus de trace dans le pays, sauf quelques cas rares et insignifiants qui ne peuvent pas dtre 
pris comme base. 

II est vrai que ce service doit toujours exister pour ne pas permettre le retour de ce 
commerce, mais il y a lieu de rdduire £ E. 5,000 de son credit, car la plus grande partie 
de son personnel n’a rien in faire actuellement. 

Modification du Conseil—Le Conseil a ddcidd la suppression de ce service et que la 
police qui est repandue dans tout le pays, peut, d’accord avec le service des gardes-cdtes, 
remplacer la mission du service actuel de la Traite. 

14. Bettes. 

La Conversion d’une partie de la Dette Egyptienne a donne une dconornie de prds de 
£ E. 360,000, dont l’emploi a ete interdit au Gouvernement. On lui a permis seulement 
d’employer une partie de cette dconornie pour la suppression de la corvee, in la condition 
que l’emploi de cette partie prenne fin k la dernidre dcheance que le Gouvernement paiera 
pour l’emprunt du Canal de Suez. Or cette derniere dcheance devant avoir lieu en 1894, 
le raontant de toute {’economic restera immobilisd sans pouvoir etre utiiisd. 

L’humanite et l’equitd ne permettant pas de laisser la nation Egyptienne gdmir sous 
le poids d’impbts dcrasants sans pouvoir tirer profit des fonds qui lui appartiennent et qui 


demeurent immobilisds, la Commission propose de demander au Gouvernement de 
soumettre cette question aux Puissances et de t&cher d’opdrer le retrait de cette somme 
en 1894, afin de l’employer au ddgrdvement des impdts. 

La Commission croit aussi que si les Puissances savent que cette dconomie doit &tre 
employee pour le ddgrdvement des terres, il est certain qu’elles ne refuseront pas d’ac- 
quiescer & la demande du Gouvernement, les Puissances ayant donnd autrefois leur 
assentiment k l’emploi de £ E. 150,000 pour l’abolition de la corvde, quand cela leur fut 
demande. 

Observation du Conseil. —La ddcision du Conseil au sujet des sommes economisdes et 
& dconomiser viendra aprds, en regard de la conclusion de la Commission. 

Propositions de la Commission au sujet de Sommes economisdes ou d dconomiser. 

La Commission propose d’utiliser les economies a rdaliser dans ce double but de la 
plus haute importance: “ Reduction des Impdts et Propagation de 1’Instruetion.” 

Quant h, la question de la induction des impots elle s’impose d’elle-meme; en effet, il 
rdsulte de ce que nous avons ddja avaned que le fardeau actuel des impdts est si lourd 
qu’il absorbe une grande partie de la fortune publique, de telle sorte qu’il ne reste pas 
entre les mains des indigenes de quoi suflire it leurs besoms. Cette pdnible situation les 
pousse it recourir aux emprunts. 

Pour ce qui concerne la gdndralisation de l’instruction, elle a pour but de developper 
l’dducation populaire afin de remedier a l’etat d’ignorance qui prdvaut actuellement dans 
les masses et qui est la cause ddtermmante des malheurs dont le pays a souffert et souffre 
encore. 

En examinant les ddpenses que le Gouvernement Egyptien fait aujourd’hui pour 
l’instruction dans ce pays et les rdsultats obtenus dans ses ecoles, et en comparant cette 
situation it celle d’autres pays, memo moins riches et moins aisds, nous trouverons que 
l’instruction chez nous laisse certainement it ddsirer. 

Nous estimons qu’il est de la plus grande importance de nommer un Comitd composd 
de personnes des plus dclairees et des plus instruites du pays et qui decidera souverainement 
des questions se rattachant it l’instruction et it l’dducation du peuple, en developpant chez 
lui les sentiments de vertu et d’honneur. Il est en effet de toute ndcessitd de ne pas 
laisser l’accomplissement de pareille mission it certaines individualites, attendu que l’avenir 
du peuple, son bonheur ou son malheur reposent absolument sur les idees et les sentiments 
que l’on aura inculquds it la jeunesse, et qu’une instruction et une dducation ddfeetueuses 
sont de nature it ddmoraliser toute une nation. 

Le premier devoir de ce Comite sera d’dlaborer une loi immuable, rdglementant la 
mdthode de l’instruction et les programmes a suivre. 

Cette loi devra etre sanctiontide par le Conseil Ldgislatif et deviendra une des lois 
fondamentales du Gouvernement. C’est ainsi qu’on mettra un terme aux changements 
continued dans les programmes, changements qui sont la consequence de tout changement 
dans la direction des ecoles. 

Nous estimons dgalement qu’un des moyens les plus efficaces pour le ddveloppement 
de l’instruction serait de s’occuper avec un soin tout particular de l’Universitd d’El-Azhar, 
seul vestige existant de l’ancienne civilisation Musulmane. En effet, l’importance de cette 
Universitd au point de vue de l'instruction religieuse et linguistique est trds grande, de 
mdme que sa celdbritd dans tous les pays du monde. Elle est le foyer universitaire 
auquel ont recours en dernier lieu les dtudiants des autres contrdes. Cependant ses 
ressources sont si limitees que les dtudiants et les Cheiks qui s’y trouvent sont dans une 
situation on ne peut plus pdnible. 

Aussi la Commission estime qu’il y a lieu de demander au Gouvernement d’accorder a 
cette celdbre et importante University une subvention de nature a lui permettre de faire 
face aux exigences de l’instruction qu’elle donne. 11 est bien entendu que cette sub¬ 
vention ne devrait toucher en quoi que ce soit l’autonomie de cette institution. 

En amdliorant le sort des professeurs et des dtudiants, on donnera un plus graud 
essor au ddveloppement de l’instruction qui y est donnee actuellement. 

Cette subvention, que le Gouvernement payera k l’Universitd d’El-Azhar, sera 
consideree comme un subside au ineme litre que celui accordd k certaines Societds 
scientiliques, aux Soeurs de Charitd et autres. 

En prenant la subvention accordee au thdatre de I’Opdra, laquelle ajoutee k une 
somme prelevde sur le Budget de l’instrnction publique atteindra le chiffre de £ E. 10,000 
et en donnant cette dernidre somme a l’Universitd d’El-Azhar, on accornpiira une oeuvre 
Jouable et eonforme aux veeux de la nation reprdsente par ee Conseil. 
f773] 
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Modification du Conseil .—Le Conseil a dEcidE que les sommes EconomisEes ou h 
Economiser seraient employees au degrEvement des impEts, des dimes sur les dattiers, des 
droits d’octroi, ainsi que pour rEpandre l'instruction. 

Le Conseil a dEcidd de supprimer le dernier paragraphe et a jugE convenable d’affecter 
au dEveloppement de l’instruction it 1’UniversitE d’El-Azhar la somrae de £ E, 15,000 
qui sera prElevEe sur les Economies rEalisEes ou h realiser. 


Conseil LEgislatif.—Peoo^s-Yerbaux. 


Proces-Verbal de la Seance du Lundi, 2 Gamad-el-Tani, 1311 (11 Decembre, 1893). 
(Traduction.) 

La sEance est ouverte d, 4 heures a la Turque (9 heures du matin), sous la prEsidence 
de son Excellence Ali Pacha ChErif, PrEsident du Conseil LEgislatif, et en prEsence de vingt- 
cinq membres. 

Lecture est donnee du procEs-verbal de la sEance prEcEdente dont la rEdaction est 
approuvEe. 

M. le President .—Les documents a soumettre au Conseil sont: 

1. Une lettre de son Excellence le Ministre des Finances, accompagnee de plusieurs 
exemplaires du projet de Budget pour l’Exercice 1894. Le Conseil avait demandE ces 
exemplaires et ils ont ete distribuEs aux membres. 

2. Un Rapport de la Commission chargEe de Pexamen prEalable du Budget. 

Je dEsire que lecture de ces documents soit donnEe par ordre de date. 

Lecture est donnEe comme suit: 

41 Monsieur le PrEsident. 

“ ConformEment ii 1’Article 22 de la Loi Organique, le MinistEre des Finances, sur la demande du 
Conseil LEgislatif, lui a transmis quarante exemplaires du compte-rendu pour l’Exercice 1894. 

“ J’ai Egalement requ votre lettre No. 24, par laquelle vous m’inforinez que le Conseil a dEcidE de 
nommer une Commission pour l’examen prEalable du dit projet, et qu’il y avait lieu de vous remettre 
quarante exemplaires du Budget dEtaillE. 

" Je m’empresse de vous informer qu’en rEalitE il n’existe pas de diffErence mate'rielle entre le 
Budget de 1894 et celui de 1893; or, comme le Conseil LEgislatif possede dEjil des exemplaires du 
Budget de 1893, il lui serait facile de procEder k l’examen de celui de 1894. 

“NEanmoins, rimpriiuerie a requ les instructions nEcessaires l’effet d’imprimer aussitot que 
possible le nombre d’exemplaires demandEs, pour etre transmis au Conseil. 

" J’ajoute que la note du ComitE Financier indique en dEtail les diffErences existant entre les deux 
budgets. Cette note vous a EtE communiquEe par le Conseil des Ministres.’’ 

Lecture est donnEe dune autre lettre datEe du 6 DEcembre sub No. 32, ainsi 
congue:— 

“ Monsieur le PrEsident, 

“ Le Budget dEtaillE dont ma lettre d’hier faisait mention ayant EtE imprimE, je m’empresse de 
vous en remettre quarantes exemplaires.” 

On passe ensuite & la lecture du Rapport de la Commission. On dEcide que cette 
lecture soit rEpEtEe et que les membres Emettent leurs avis sur chaque chapitre. 


Rapport. 

AprEs avoir examine le Budget du Gouvernement figyptien pour 1’annEe 1894 et l’avoir comparE 
avec I’Etat financier du peuple Egyptien, la Commission constate que le peuple Egyptien so trouve dans 
un Etat de pauvretE et de gene qui s’accentue de jour en jour. La preuve en est, c’est que les registreB 
des Tribunaux dEmontrent que les dettes des habitants pour la pEriode comprise entre 1876 et Mars 
1881 se sont ElevEes it presque £ E. 12,000,000. 

Au commencement de 1891, cette soimne depassait 20 millions, et le montant des terrains hypo- 
thEques Etait ;\ peu prEs de 1,300,000 feddans, et de 9,100 pour les immeubles. 

Il est ii iemarquer que ces chiffres ne comprennent pas les dettes privEes qui ne sont pas enre- 
gistrEes aux Tribunaux. 

Il s’ensuit qu'eu dix ans les dettes des habitants ont double, et que, si cot Etat de choses doit 


continuer, ces dettes augmenteront davantage, de sorte que la plus grande partie des terres de l’Egypte - 
sera hypothEquEe et les Egyptiens deviendront les simples ouvriers de leurs crEanciers. 

Cet Etat de gene est dft principalement aux lourds impots et aux taxes que le Gouvernement 
perqoit des habitants. 

Ces impots et taxes ont EtE, en effet, Etablis it des Epoques ou le contribuable vendait ses rEcoltes 
k des prix beaucoup plus avantageux qu’il ne le fait en ce moment. Or, comme les impots et taxes 
sont restEs les mSmes, il s’ensuit que le taux d’impot que paie aujourd’hui le contribuable n’est plus en 
Tapport avec. la somme qu’il retire de ses rEcoltes et que par suite son Etat est devenu tel que nous 
venous de le dEcrire 

D’aprEs les dEveloppements du Budget cependant, il semble que le Gouvernement n’accorde pas k 
cette situation l’attention voulue. En effet, la somme de 90,000 livres qu’on propose de consacrer au 
dEgrevement de quelques terrains pendant 1’annEe 1894 est loin d’etre suffisante pour remEdier au mal 
existaut. 

Nous comprenons done qu’il est de notre devoir de procEder soigneusement ii l’examen de ce 
Budget, afin de voir si l’Etude de ses clmpitres ne nous fera pas trouver les moyens nEcessaires pour 
arriver k diminuer la lourde charge des habitants. 

A cet effet, la Commission est d’avis que pour cette annEe, il suffira de trailer seulement quelques 
questions gEnErales, de nature k permettre d’obtenir le rdsultat voulu. 

Ces questions seront soumises it 1’apprEciation du Conseil LEgislatif et devront, en cas d’approba- 
tion, etre notifiEes au Gouvernement. 

Pour les annEes k venir, la Commission propose de discuter les autres details du Budget qu’elle 
a cru nEcessaire d'ajourner, jusquA ce qu'elle connaisse l’avis du Gouvernement sur la question 
principale. 

Personnel. 

LeB appointements payes aux employEs peuvent Etre divisds en deux catEgories, savoir 

Appointements du personnel h cadres fixes. 

Appointements des hnuts fonctionnaires sans cadres. 

Nous ne discuterons pas, pour le moment, les appointements du personnel des cadres infErieurs. 

Quant ii ceux des cadres supErieurs et des hautes fonctions non classdes, la Commission est d’avis 
qu’ils sont cousidErables et qu’il est nEcessaire de nommer des ComitEs afin de les examiner et de les 
rEduire. 

La Commission constate egalement que bon nombre d’autres fonctions sont absolument inutiles et 
pourraient Etre economises. Elle ne voudrait pns prEciser ces fonctions, mais elle attire sur ce point 
l’attention du Gouvernement dans l’espoir qu’il Etudiera sErieusement cette question, et n’obligera pas 
le Conseil LEgislatif il plus de precision. 

La Commission constate, d’autre part, que les Etrangers touclient des appointements exagErEs par 
rapport ii ceux des employEs indigenes. En admettant inEme que les Etrangers doivent etre payEs plus 
que les indigenes, attendu qu’ils se sont EloignEs de leur pays, il n’est pas juste qu’ils reijoivent un 
traitement double de celui qu’ils recevaient cliez eux. 

La Commission voit en outre que, dans les Administrations, la direction des services e3t confiEe, en 
grande partie, 4 des Etrangers qui touclient les gros traitements et qu’il y a longtemps que cette 
situation se prolonge, sans qu’on y ait apportE aucun ebangement. La Commission appelle l’attention 
toute spEciale du Gouvernement sur cette question et espEre que des modifications seront introduites 
selon les voeux du pays. 

Le fait d’avoir tant d’employEs Etrangers au service du Gouvernement a eu pour rEsultat la 
crEation de nombreux bureaux EuropEens dans cliaque Administration. L’existence de ces bureaux 
entraine des frais cousidErables que le Gouvernement est obligE de supporter, bien que la langue 
officielle du pays soit la langue Arabe. 

Dans tous les pays du monde les affaires administratives se traitent dans la langue officielle 
du pays. 

Certes on pourrait rEaliser une grande Economie si on n’usait, dans les services du Gouvernement, 
que de la langue Arabe, tout en ayant le nombre exclusivement nEcessaire de traducteurs. 

Hassan Bey Madkour .—Je partage les vues de la Commission et demande que les 
ComitEs qu’on propose de nommer pour prononcer sur le travail de chaque DEpartement 
soient composEs de gens connaissant le DEpartement it dtudier. 

Ils doivent Egalement Etre choisis moitiE parmi les employEs en service et moitiE 
parmi les pensionnaires de l'Etat. 

Approbation. 

Lecture du Rapport est ensuite reprise :— 


Fonds Secrets, Frais Gine'raux, Menus et Imprevus, 8fc. 

La Commission estime que le chiffre affectE k ces diffErents chefs est portE sur le Budget k 
85,000 livres environ, et propose que sur ce chiffre, une somme de 20,000 livre3 soit EeonomisEe. 
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Chawarbi Pacha propose que cette Economic soit portee a 30,000 livres. 

Approuvd 4 l’unanimite des voix. 

Lecture est donnde des observations faites par la Commission au sujet des depenses 
affectees au theatre. 

Allocation au Thedtre. 

La Commission estime qu’il n’y a pas lieu d’admettre les depenses affectdes au thdfttre de 

l'Opdra. 

La plupart des Gouvernements Europdens, notamment le Gouvernement Anglais, ne prennent pas 
4 leux cliaTge une dispense pareille. 

Si certaines Puissances prennent & leur charge cette dispense, ce n’est que dans le but d’etre utile 4 
leurs nationaux. 

Mais au Caire, tel n’est point le cas, car le seul avantage qu’on puisse retirer du tlidatre, c’est qu’il 
sert 4 amuser quelques-uns des dtrangers qui y liabitent, et rien de plus. 

Pretendre que le theatre est utile aux touristes qui visitent 1’Egypte pendant la saison d’hiver, est 
chose inadmissible, attendu que la plupart des locations s’cffeetuent avant l’arrivde de ces touristes, et 
s’il reste quelques places, elles sont en petit nombre et ne sauraient, suffire aux nombreux dtrangers 
alors presents au Caire. 

Mohamed Chawarbi Pacha .—Je ne suis pas d’avis de supprimer la subvention du 
theatre. Je crois opportun de la fixer a, £ E. 3,000 seulcment. Quant au reste du credit 
affecte 4 ce chapitre, il doit £tre employe a quelque chose de plus utile. 

Moustapha Bey Mansour .—Je partage l’avis de la Commission, car il n’y a aucune 
n&essitd pour le Gouvernement de prendre 4 sa charge la subvention du thdatre. 

Si l’on declare que le thd&tre Europden est ndcessaire aux touristes, nous rdpondrons 
que les touristes ne viennent pas en Egypte dans le but de se rendre au thddtre, car ce ne sont 
pas les theatres qui leur manquent dans leur pays. Ces touristes ne viennent en Egypte 
que pour admirer les antiquitds et y sdjourner pendant l’hiver, 4 l’epoque ou le climat est 
doux et bienfaisant. 

La direction du thd&tre en Egypte ne se borne pas 4 percevoir la subvention accordde 
par le Gouvernement, elle a, en outre, un revenu provenant du prix que chaque 
amateur paie pour assister aux representations. Il suffit done pour le Gouvernement 
de donner gratuitement le theatre sans se charger, vu sa dette, de ddpenses pouvant etre 
dconomisees. 

Ibrahim Adham Pacha .—Le theatre est ndcessaire en hiver, A lVpoque ou les touristes 
se trouvent dans le pays. 

Tout ce que le Gouvernement ddpense 4 cet efTet n’est rien en rapport avcc les 
bdndfices que le pays en retire. 

Ces bdndfices proviennent des loyers des propridtes b&ties, des chemins de fer, des 
octrois, des ventes, &c. 

Je crois, par consequent, opportun de ne pas modifier le credit affecte dans le Budget 
& la subvention thdatrale. 

Hassan Bey Madkour .—Je partage l’avis de son Excellence Chawarbi Pacha. 

M. le President propose la raise aux voix. 

L’avis de la Commission est adoptd a la majorite des voix. 

Frais de De'placcment des Employe's. 

Les sommes dnormes payees aux employes cornme frais de displacement n’ont aucune raison d’etre, 
puisque ces employes ne touchont leurs traitements primitifs quo pour faire des travaux spdeiaux. 
Celui qui se ddplace pour accomplir une formality quelconque faisant partie do son service, ne s’occupe 
pas d’un travail en dehors de ses attributions. 

La Commission est, par consequent, d’avis qu’il n’y a pas lieu d’allouer des frais de displacement 
aux fonctionnaires et aux employes dont le service exige des tournees. On so burnera a leur payer le 
prix de passage, par bateaux et par chemin de fer, ainsi que les frais de monture. 

Moustapha Bey Mansour .—11 n’est pas alloue do frais de deplacement aux employes 
des Moudiriehs. Ces frais ne sont accordds qu’aux fonctionnaires et aux employes qui se 
trouvent au Caire. Je suis d’avis de traiter ces derniers sur le mdme pied que les employes 
des Moudiriehs. 

L’avis de la Commission est adoptd it la majorite des voix. 

La lecture du Rapport de la Commission est reprise:— 


Ministere des Travaux Publics.—Travaux Neufs , Frais d'Entretien, et de Reparation. 

A ce chapitre est affeetde une somme de £ E. 280,080. 

Ce chapitre entraine des sommes considerables pour le percement des voies publiques, la creation 
de nouvelles constructions, &c. 

Tris souvent, la plus_ grande partie de ces travaux n’est pas ndeessaire; on nest portd 4 les 
exdcuter que parce qu’il existe des credits considerables affectes 4 cet effet ou restant disponibles sur le 
Budget. Il convient de remarquer que de fortes sommes ont dtd dejA depensees depuis les derniers 
jours du sidcle ecouie de 1’IIiigire jusqu’i\ present; done on peut facilement consacrer les fonds y 
affectes 4 des travaux beaucoup plus avantageux pour le pays. 

.La Commission est, par consequent, d’avis de diminuer de 50,000 livres la somme affectee 4 ce 
service. 

Gad Bey Moustapha. —Les nouveaux travaux se divisent en deux parties: l’une a 
trait aux irrigations. 

Il est affeetd 4, ce dernier service, dans le Budget 1894, une somme de £ E. 158,346, 
soit un excedent dc £ E. 21,000 sur le credit affecte 4 ce service en 1893. 

La seconde partie se rapporte aux villes. Tl lui est affeetd dans le Budget de 1894 
une somme de £ E. 139,463. 

Je suis d’avis d’economiser une somme de £ E. 40,000 sur la premiere partie et une 
somme de £ E. 45,000 sur la seconde. 

La somme totale a economiser sera done de £ E. 85,000. 

Soufani Bey. —Le but de la Commission est d’dconomiser une somme de 
50,000 livres sur le credit affecte aux villes sans toucher au credit affecte en 1894 aux 
irrigations. 

Hassan Pacha Helmi. —Il y a lieu de ne rien economiser sur le credit affeetd aux 
irrigations. 

Il doit etre cependant etabli que dans le cas oh il serait necessaire d’imputer une 
somme quelconque a ce erddit, le devis des travaux a effectual* devra £tre dressd et sounds 
au Ministdre des Travaux Publics. Aprds examen, ce dernier demandera au Gouverne¬ 
ment l’autorisation d’effectuer ces travaux. 

De cette fa^on, aucune somme ne sera imputee k ce erddit sans qu’un devis ait dtd 
dressd et que la depense ait dte autorisee. 

Hassan Bey Madkour. —Je partage I’avis de Soufani Bey. 

Ismail Mohamed Pacha. —L’dconomie a effectuer devant dtre imputde au credit des 
villes, je juge opportun de fixer cette economic 5 30,000 livres. 

Ibrahim Adham Pacha. —Je suis d’avis de ne rien economiser sur le erddit affecte 
aux irrigations. Quant au erddit des villes, on peut economiser 30,000 livres. 

Ibrahim Bey El Ghamrawi. —Je partage l’avis de la Commission en ce qui regarde la 
somme 4 economiser et celui de Soufani Bey en ce qui regarde 1’application. 

Ibrahim Halim Pacha .—Je suis d’avis d’dconomiser 20,000 livres sur le erddit des 
irrigations et 35,000 livres sur celui des villes. 

Soleiman Pacha Abaza. —Je suis d’avis de ne rien reduire du Budget des Travaux 
Publics. 

Moustapha Bey Mansour. —Je partage l’avis de son Excellence Ibrahim Pacha. 

M. le President propose la raise aux voix. 

L’avis de Soufani Bey est adoptd k la majorite des voix. 

Travaux Publics. — Entreprises. 

Le Ministdre des Travaux Publics confio souvent les entreprises 4 d’autres personnes que celles 
auxquelles elles ont dtd adjugdes, et 4 des prix supdrieurs aux prix d’adjudication, prdtendant que les 
personnes auxquelles il a confid ces entreprises lui sont plus coniines. 

Ce prdtexto ne peut etre admis dans lo cas ou l’adjudicatairo fournirait au Ministdre un cautionue- 
ment et une garantie qui permettraient a ce Ddpartement de faire exdcuter innnddiatement le travail 
pour le compto de l’adjudicataire, si celui-ci tardait 4 lo faire, et il serait ainsi garanti pour le surplus 
des ddpenses par le cautionneinent. 

Ahmed Bey Marzouk. —Les entreprises sont confides en vertu d’adjudications sous pli 
caehetd. Il y a lieu de proceder au moyen des enchdres publiques entre les personnes qui 
auront fourni la caution etablie et pour une annde 4 titve d’essai. 

Moustapha Bey Mansour. —Les entreprises sont confiees 4 la suite d’adjudications sous 
pli cachete. Le Ministdre des Travaux Publics sc reserve le droit de les confier a celui 
qu’il choisira parmi les encherisseurs et non 4 l’adjudicataire, meme 4 un prix supdrieur a 
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celui oflfert par plusieurs autres; il y a lk one grande injustice du moment que chaque 
enchdrisseur a fourni au Ministkre le cautionnement fixd. . 

Je suis d’avis de ne confier les entreprises qu’a celui qui offrirait de les executer a un 
prix plus bas que toute autre personne et de se borner au cautionnement sans garantie. 

Hassan Bey Abedine.—Je partage l’avis de la Commission et celui d Ahmed Bey 

Marzouk. 

M. le President propose la mise aux voix. / 

L’avis de la Commission et celui d’Ahmed Bey Marzouk sent adopts a la majontd 

des voix. 

Travaux Publics. — Achats. 

La Commission est d’avis que tons les achats n4cessaires au Ministke des Travaux Publics et k 
ses ddpendances doivent etre faits par voie d’adjudication. 

Hassan Bey Madkour.-Je suis d’avis d’dtablir que les achats dans tcutes les 
Administrations de I’fitat doivent 6tre faits par voie d adjudication. Cependant tout objet 
ndeessaire a 1’Administration, dont la valeur ne ddpasserait pas 30 hvres, pourrait Sire 

achete sans enchkre. 

Approuvd k l’unanimite des voix. 

M. le President.— L’heure est avancee. ., , _ ... . 

Le Conseil rdcoit seance tenante une lettre de la Prdsidence du Conseil des Mimstres 
en date de ce jour, No. 16, accompagnde d’une note et d un projet de Ddcret relatifs k la 
^imposition graduelle des terres Sebakhs et Bours, ainsi qu’aux mesures k prendre pour 
que des terres jadis concddees ou vendues par flfitat arriventfi nalement k fitre imposes au 

taux des “ hods.” 

Je propose d’en donner lecture. 

Lettre du Conseil des Ministres:— 

« j’ a i riiomieur de vous transmettre ci-joiut une note et un projet de Ddcret relatifs k la reimposi¬ 
tion graduelle des terres Sebakhs et Bours ainsi qu’aux mesures k prendre pour que les terres jadis 
concedes ou vendues par l’fitat arrivent finnlement a 6tre imposes au taux des hods. 

« Je vous prie de soumettre ce projet k l’examen du Conseil L4gislatif et de me le renvoyer avec les 

observations 4mises par MM. les membres. , . ,. , . 

« g’il est ndeessaire d’avoir des explications au sujet de ce projet, vous voudrez bien demander au 
Ministkre des Finances un d414gu4 qui se chargera de fournir au Conseil les explications ndcessaires. 


Voici la note:— 


Le Caire, le 4 De'cembre, 1893. 


MiNisTiiKE des Finances. 


Direction des Contributions Directes. 


Note pour le Conseil des Ministres. 

Le Ministkre des Finances a l’honneur de soumettre k l'approbation du Conseil des Ministres le 

projet de D4cret ci-joint, qui vise^ lL , ,, , .. . . . 

1. La rdimposition graduelle des terres devenues S4bakhs qui ont 4t4 d4grev4es contormcment a 

1’Article 5 du Ddcret du 17 D4cembre, 1889. 

2. L’imposition graduelle des terres ouchouri Bours. 

3. Les mesures k prendre pour que les terres jadis conc4d4es ou vendues par 1 Etat arrivent 

finalement k etre impos4es au taux des hods. ... 

Les expertises annuelles des terres S4bakhs et Bours auxquelles les Moudmeks procedent 
actuellement, font l’objet de plaintes continuelles de la part des propri4taires qui, peu confiants dans 
l’exactitude des 4valuations, h4sitent souvent k am41iorer lours terres; d’autre part les Moudiriehs ont 
k expertiser environ 70,000 feddans de terres Sebakhs et 90,000 de terres Bours, il estdks lors facile de 
comprendre, 4tant donn4 ces immenses 4tendues de terres, combien est difficile le controle de ces 

opeiati^ ^ concerne les terres ouchouri Bours, un ordre sup4rieur de I’ex-Kli4dive Ismail Pacha, 
datd de 1876, prescrit que ces terres devaient etre impos4es en trois ans k un taux 4gal k celui des 
tenances dont elles font partie. Cet ordre qui avait pour but de stimuler le zkle des proprietaires pour 
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am41iorer leurs terres n’a jamais pu etre mis en vigueur, parce qu’il aurait fallu, pour s’y conformer, 
imposer les terres k un taux trop dlevd dks la troisieme ann4e; le Ministre des Finances, en proposant 
pour ces terres une 4chelle d’imposition commen^ant par des taux minimes, s’est inspir4 des memes 
raisons que celles qui ont motivd cet ordre sup4rieur, e’est-k-dire d’obliger les propri4taires k am41iorer 
leurs terres, motifs qui n’ont cess4 d’exister jusqu’aujourd’hui 

Le Ministre, 

(Sign4) BOUTROS GHALI. 

Hussein Bey Abedine .—Je propose de faire imprimer le projet et d’en distribuer un 
exemplaire a cliacun de messieurs les membres. Il sera ensuite fixe une stance pour 
Vex a men. 

Approuvd k l’unanimite des voix. 

La stance prochaine aura lieu demain k 4 keures h la Turque. 

M. le President ldve la seance k 7 heures k la Turque (midi). 


Proces-Verbal de la Seance du Mardi, 3 Gamad-el-Tani (12 De'cembre, 1893). 

La stance est cuverte k 4 heures 10 minutes a la Turque (9 heures du matin), 
sous la prdsidence de son Excellence All Pacha Chdrif, President du Conseil Ldgislatif, et 
en presence de vingt-cinq membres. 

Lecture est donnde du proces-verbal de la stance preeddente, dont la redaction est 
approuvde. 

Hassan Bey Madkour. —J’ai quelques observations k dmettre k propos de la sub¬ 
vention du thdatre. Je prie mes honorables colleagues de bien vouloir m’entendre k ce 
sujet. (Approbation.) 

Les bienfaits resultant de l’existence des thdktres sont connus. D’abord les thdktres 
Arabes se sont crees en figypte, grace aux theatres Europdens, de sorte que bon nombre de 
personnes Irouvent aujourd’hui par cette source des movens d’existence. 

Quoique le thdatre Europeen encaisse des recett.es, on est cependant obligd de payer 
des prix dlevds aux artistes qui viennent d’Europe. 

C’est pour ces motifs que le Gouvernement a cru opportun d’accorder une subvention 
au thektre de l’Opera. 

Comme il resulte egalement des avantages de l’existence des thdktres Arabes, je suis 
d’avis qu’une somme de £ E. 1,000 soit prelevde sur les £ E. 4,000 que le Gouvernement 
accorde k l’Opdra Khddivial. 

Cette somme de £ E. 1,000 ne sera payee que d’aprds l’avis d’un jury institud pour 
constater les mdrites de tous les theatres Arabes, et ne sera accordde qu’au thdktre qui sera 
reconnu comme le meilleur k tous les points de vue. (Approbation.) 

Ismail Pacha Mohamed. —J’ai quelques mots k dire concernant le Ministdre des 
Travaux Publics. (Approbation.) 

Le service des irrigations execute souvent des travaux qui ont dtd reconnus non 
seulement inutiles, mais encore prejudiciables, de sorte qu’on a dk encourir d’autres frais 
pour les supprimer. 

Afin de mettre fin k cet dtat de choses je propose d’dtablir que dordnavant, avant de 
proceder a l’execution d’un travail tel que le creusement d’un canal, la construction d’un 
pont, rinspecteur d’lrrigation dresse un devis du travail avec un Rapport indiquant le bien 
qu’il espdre en obtenir, ainsi que les motifs qui l’ont amend k en proposer l’execution. 

Ce Rapport sera dresse en double, dont une copie sera envoyde au Ministdre des 
Travaux Public et l’autre au Conseil Provincial. (Approbation.) 

M. le President ordonne la lecture de la suite du Rapport de la Commission. 

Lecture est donnde comme suit:— 


Armde Egyptienne. 

La Commission trouve que les d4penses de l’armde sont trop 41ev4es, attendu qu’en admettant la 
pr4sence de 14,000 hommes, on a une ddpenso annuelle de 34/. par soldat, somme 4gale k celle que 
paient certaines Puissances Europ4eunes. 

Mais les raisons qui obligent ces Puissances k supporter tant de frais, n’existent pas en Fgypte. 
D’abord, en Europe, la rkgle est que le nombre des soldats en temps de paix soit g4n4ralement k raison 
d’un septitme du total de l’armde dont le pays disposerait en temps de guerre. Or, comme les officiers 
dont les services ne sont requis qu’en cas de guerre, touchent leurs traitements en entier, il arrive que 
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lea frais encourus ne sont pas seulement ceux de l’armde existante, inais en rdalitd ceux de la force 
militaire du pays. 

Si cette rdgle dtait adoptde en figypte, on verrait que la ddpense d un soldat serait a peu pres le 
double de ce qu'elle est actuellement. D’ailleurs ces Puissances supportent d’autres frais qui 
n’existent pas en iSgypte, tels que frais des manoeuvres militaires, frais d’arsenaux pour la fabrication 
des armes, &e. , 

En outre de cela, la Commission constate quo la ddpense du soldat Egyptien comme nourriture est 
moindre qu’en Europe, d’autant plus que ce dernier n’est pas habitud aux boissons spiritueuses. 

Toutes ces considerations portent la Commission declarer que les frais d un soldat doivent etre 
rdduits k 211. par an au lieu de 341. 

Par cette mesure, une Economic de 97,0001. par an sera rdalisde. 

Si, d’autre part, on pouvait rdduire le nombre des officiers Strangers et supprimer quelques postes 
parmi ceux qui sont presque des sinecures, des sommes beaucoup plus considerables pourraient etre 
dconomisdes. 


Police. 

La Commission est d’avis que les observations qu’elle a faites pour l’armde soient dgalemenfc 
applicables i la police, c’est4-dire que la ddpense par liomme doit etre fixde h 211. par an. Pour 
mieux arriver i-i ce but, on doit Economiser quelques fonctionnaires etrangers dont le nombre est 
beaucoup trop considerable. 

La Commission estime que les sommes ainsi rdalisdes devront etre employ des k ^augmentation du 
nombre des agents de police, vu que leur nombre actuel n’est pas suffisant. Elle est dgalement d’avis 
qu’il n’y a pas lieu d’avoir dans le pays des agents de police Europdens, tels que les agents de police 
Italiens, actuellement en service. 


Toulba Bey Sioudi propose d’ajouter les mots “ et autres ” apres les mots “ fonction¬ 
naires Strangers ” qui viennent k la fin du premier paragraphe. 

Pour le second paragraphe, il propose de supprimer la phrase venant a la fin du dit 
paragraphe, laquelle commence par les mots, “Elle est dgalement d’avis qu’il n’y a 
pas lieu,” &c. 

Approbation unanime. 

Prisons. 

La Commission est d’avis que la creation d’un Ddpartement spdeial pour les prisons a occasionnd 
des frais considdrables au Gouvernement. Ces frais exeddent ceux que le Gouvernement supportait k 
l’dpoque ou les prisons relevaient des Moudiriehs et Gouvernorats. 

Par consdquent, la Commission estime quo les prisons doivent Otre placdes sous la direction 
des Moudiriehs et Gouvernorats, et que le droit de controls et d’inspeetion doit etre ddvolu aux 
Parquets. 

Par ces moyens, des sommes considerables peuvent etre dconomisdes et consacrdes ii des besoins 
plus utiles. 

Approuvd. 

Gardes-Cotes. 

Une somme considdrable figure sur le Budget pour ce service. On remarquera que les agents 
touchent des appointements dlevds. Ceux d’entre eux qui sont gradds sont payds plus que les officiers 
de l’armde ayant les memes grades. 

La Commission est d’avi3 que des pensionnaires (surtout les militaires en pension et en 
disponibilitd) doivent etre nominds dans ce Ddpartement, sans qu’ils touchent des sommes supdrieures 
aux appointements de leurs grades. 

On rdaliserait ainsi des Economies non seulement dans lo Ddpartement lui-meme, mais encore sur 
les allocations des pensionnaires ou des officiers en disponibilitd. 

Approuve. 

Lecture est ensuite donnee de l’avis de la Commission sur la somme affectee a 
l’Armde d’Occupation 


Avmde d*Occupation. 

La Commission differe la discussion et sou avis sur la somme payde a cette armde, jusqu’au 
jour de la seance du Couseil Ldgislatif dans laquelle le prdseut Rapport sera lu et discutd ddfinitive- 

jment. 


II a dtd decidd de ne pas approuver le paiement de la dite somme. 


Imprimerie Nationale. 

Le Gouvernement et les Administrations de I’fitat savent que cette imprimerie est en parfait dtat 
de fonctionnement et outillde de manidre faire face aux commandes d’impression de toute nature qui 
lui sont faites. 

D’autre part, on peut meme affirmer qu’il n’y a pas une imprimerie en figypte capable de rivaliser 
avec l’lmprimerie Nationale. 

On remarque neanmoins que plusieurs Administrations, outre des registres et moddles, donnent 
des commandes des imprimeries particulidres. 

Or l’dtat de perfection dans lequel se trouve l’lmprimerie Nationale ne permet en aucun cas que 
l’impression des documents du Gouvernement ait lieu dans des imprimeries privdes. 

La Commission engage le Gouvernement d donner des ordres formels d cet dgard aux diverses 
Administrations de l’fitat, en leur interdisant de donner des commandes aux imprimeries particulidres, 
vu que les bendfices de rimprimerie de Boulac reviennent au Trdsor. 

Hassan Bey Madkour. —Je partage les vues de la Commission. II faut que toute 
personne qui fait imprimer des documents en dehors de l’imprimerie du Gouvernement 
soit teuue responsable de la depense qu’elle occasionne. 

Moustapha Bey Mansour. —Je partage les vues de la Commission, et, d’ailleurs, le fait 
que l’imprimerie du Gouvernement imprime des ouvrages, &c., prouve que l’6tat de cette 
imprimerie ne laisse rien d desirer. 

Hussein Bey Abedine. —Je partage les vues de la Commission, ainsi que celles de 
Hassan Bey Madkour. 

Ibrahim Pacha Halim. —Je suis d’avis d’dtablir que tout Chef d’Administration aura 
le droit de s’adresser a rimprimerie qui lui plaira, si le prix de l’impression est plus has 
que celui demandd par rimprimerie du Gouvernement. 

Hassan Pacha Hilmi propose de laissev exister I’etat de choses actuel. 

Ibrahim Pacha Halim. —Quant a moi l’impression dans l’imprimerie du Gouvernement 
doit etre obligatoire, mffine si le prix demandd est plus dlevd que celui rdclamd par les 
imprimeries privies. 

Nous devons egalement nous efforcer d’y faire imprimer tous les livres et ouvrages 
dont nous aurons besom pour le Ministdre de I’Instruction Publique. 

M. le President propose la mise aux voix. 

La majority des membres partage les vues de la Commission avec celles de Hussein 
Bey Abedine. 

Municipalite' d’Alexandrie. 

La Commission propose la suppression de cette Muuicipalitb pour plusieurs raisons. 

D’abord son Administration Einancidre laisse beaucoup k ddsirer. Une grande partie de sea 
revenue est ddpensdo en appointements, et un grand nombre de fonctionnaires auxquels ces appointe¬ 
ments sont payds ne sont pas ndeessaires. 

En second lieu, le Gouvernement, en erdant cette Administration, avait pour objet de voir si l’on 
pouvait erder d’autres Municipalitds dans le reste de l’figypte. 

Comme les Puissances n’ont pas donnd leur adhesion k ce dernier projet, il arrive que la ville 
d’Alexandrie sera la seule possddant une Municipalitd en figypte. La Commission estime qu’il ne 
serait pas juste d’accorder ce privilege seulement d. cette ville. 

En outre, on remarquera que jusqu’d, prdsent l’existence de cette Municipalitd n’a pas en de bons 
rdsultats pour la ville. On constate meme que certaines de ses ceuvres ont souvent dtd reconnues 
prdjudiciables. Nous citons notamment le contrat que la Municipalitd voulait conclure avec la 
Compagnie des eaux et autres. 

D’autre part, on trouve que la loi sur les Elections n’est pas Equitable, de sorte que la prd- 
ponderance appartient aux Europdens et que les indigenes n’ont presque pas de voix. La preuve en 
est qu’un grand ddsaccord a souvent existd entre les membres, ce qui est de nature empecher la 
realisation du but pour lequel cette institution a dtd erdde. 


Domaines de VEtat. 

Bien que la discussion de cette question n’entre pas dans les attributions de la Commission, elle 
estime qu'elle a le droit d’indiquer au Gouvernement les mesures k prendre en ce qui conoerne les 
agents ddldguds par lui dans cette Administration. 

En eflet, toutes les lois du uionde civilise accordent i\ celui qui garantit quelqu’un le droit de 
controler les biens de ce dernier, surtout quaud ce garant est tenu solidairement responsable vis-it-vis 
des crdanciers pour les ddfioits de revenus qui out lieu. 

Done, bien que cette Administration a dtd institute par une Convention Internationale, le 
Gouvernement a le droit de discuter cette question, vu qu’il s’est engagd h payer les deficits qui 
pourront exister dans les revenus des Domaines et qui s elovent annuellement h une somme de 
100,000 k 200,000 livres. Les terres des Domaines garantissent le remboursement de cette perte; si 
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elles dtaient bien administrdes, ellea pourraient au moins etre dans le cas ou se trouvent actuellement 


les terres de la Da'ira Sanieh. 

La Commission est d’avis de nommer un 
toucher en rien aux conditions de la dette. 


Comite eliargd de remddier h cet dtat de choses, sans 


Lecture est donnde de l’avis de la Commission en ce qui concerne la repression de la 
Traite. 


Repression de la Traite. 

n est affects pour ce service me expense de 13,000 livres environ, Men qu’il n'eriste pins dans le 
nn.vR de trafic de ce trenre, sauf quelques cas rates et insigninants. , 

P 7 II est vrai qnicest necessaire de maintenir ce service pour empecher la reprise de ce commerce, 
mais le credit qm y est affects est exagdrd et peut etrc dimmue de 5,000 livres, car les employds qm y 
sont attaches n’ont pour la plupart rien A faire actuellement. 

Safwat Pacha .—Je suis d’avis de n’affecter A ce service que 5,000 livres, et d’dcono- 

Hassan Pacha Helml —II est opportun de charger 1’Administration de laquelle ce 
service depend, d’examiner sa situation pour decider sur le nombre des employes neces- 
saires, ainsi que sur le montant du credit qui doit lui etre affecte. 

Le reste du credit actuellement affecte sera Economise. . . , 

Ibrahim Pacha Halim .—Je suis d’avis de supprimer compldteraent ce service, et de 

Charg La la di?e°Son d 'dTh'“tmt rdpnitie dans toutes les localites de rtSgypte, peut 

temP HnssmBep Je P arta g e '’“ vis de son Bxcellence Ibra j“ m Pacl ' a - 3 ’ajoate 

que le service de gardiennage des cdtes peut, de concert avec la police, se charger egale- 
ment du service de la repression de la Traite. 

Ibrahim Adham Pacha.—le partage l’ayis de la Commission. 

M. le President propose la mise aux voix. 

L’avis de son Excellence Halim Pacha et celui de Hassan Bey Madkour sont adoptds 

A, la maiorite des voix. ,, , . , 

Lecture est donnee de l’avis de la Commission en ce qui concerne l emploi des sommes 

dconomisdes et A economiser par suite de la conversion de la Dette. 


Emploi des Economies resultant de la Conversion. 

II rdsulte de la conversion d’une partio de la Dette du Gouvernement, une dconomie d environ 

3 fi() ooo livres, dont l’emploi lui a utd interdit. , , , , , 

’ On lui a permis d’employer une partie de cette dconomie pour la suppression de la corvde, A la 
condition que l’emploi de cette partie cesserait lors du paiemeut de la dcrmere echeance des mterets 
Z les actions du Canal de Suez. Cette dehdancu aura Ueu en 1894 Aina toute ldconomie 
provenant de la conversion de la dette sera dispomble et no sera affectec h aucuu emploi. 

P L’humanitd et l’dquite ne permettent pas que le peuple Egyptien continue de subn de d 
taxeB bien qu’il ait entre les mains des biens lui appartenant et dont il ne peut tirer protit. 

La Commission est d’avis de prier le Gouvernement de se concerter avec les Puissances pour que 
Ifi SOTHIH 0 pr<$citee soit consticr^G ti In reduction do 1 lmpot foncier. ^ A « • i 

En avisant les Puissances que cette somme sera employee dans la reduction de lunpot fonciei, la 
Commission ne doute pas que la demande du Gouvernement ne soit prise en consideration par ces 
memes Puissances qui ont prdeddemment approuvd, sur sa demande, l’emploi des 150,000 livres pour 

la BU PP r Q®^ migg - on egt d’avis d’utiliser l’dconomie a realiser dans ce double but de la plus haute 

imnortance : reduction des impots et ddveloppement de l’instruction. , 

P Le fardeau de l’imp&t foncier est, ainsi qu’il a dtd dit plus haut, si lourd, qu’i absorbe une grande 
partie de la fortune publique, de sorto qu’il ne reste pas entre les mains des indigenes de quoi suttire a 
lpurs besoins et qu’ils se trouvent dans la ndcessitd de s’endetter. . 

Guant l’instruction, le but est de la propager dans tous le pays, afiu de ddvelopper 1 education 
populaire et de romddier A l’dtat d’ignorance (pui prdvaut actuellement dans les masses et qui est la 
nnuse determinants des malheurs dont le pays a souffertet sou lire encore. 

En examinant les ddpenses que le Gouvernement Egyptian fait aujourd hui pour 1 instruction dans 
naV3 e i i es vesultats obtenus dans ses denies, et en comparant cette situation A cello d autros pays, 
mdme moins riches et moins aises, nous trouverons que l’instruction chez nous laisse beaucoup a 

dtsirm. ^ ^ importance de cette question, nous sommes d’avis de nommer une Commission 
comDosee des personnes les plus dclairdes et les plus instruites, et qui ddcidora souveramement des 
„uestions se rattachant A l’instruction et l’dducation du peuple,en ddvcloppaut chez lui les sentiments 
do vertu et d’honneur. Cette mission ne saurait etre confide 5, certames mdividualitds, attendu que 
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l’avenir du peuple, son bonheur ou son malheur, dependent des sentiments que Ton aura inculquds 4 la 
jeunesse. Une dducation et une instruction ddfectueuses sont de nature & ddmoraliser toute une 
nation. 

Le premier devoir de cette Commission sera d’dlaborer une loi immuable rdglementant la mdthode 
de l’instruction et le programme A suivre. 

Cette loi devra etre sanctioning par le Conseil Ldgislatif et deviendra une des lois fondamentales 
du Gouvernement. De cette manidre, les changements qui se font dans l’instruction toutes les fois 
qu’il y a changemcnt de chefs, seront dvitds. 

Nous sommes egalement d’avis que pour le ddveloppement de l’instruction, il importe de s’occuper 
avec un soin tout particular de l’Universitd d’El Azhar, seul vestige existant de l’ancienne civilisation 
de l’lslamisme. L’importance de cette Universitd au point de vue de l’instruction religieuse et 
de la rhdtorique, est immense, de meme que sa cdldbritd dans tous les pays du monde. Elle est le 
foyer Universitaire ou se rendent les dtudiants de toutes les contrees, et cependant, ses ressources sont 
si ]ieti importantes quo les Cheilcs et les dtudiants so trouvent dans une situation trds prdcaire. 

La Commission est d’avis de demander au Gouvernement un erddit pour favoriser l’instruction 
dans cette celdbre Universitd, sans que cette subvention puisse toucher en quoique ce soit l’inddpendance 
de 1’institution. 

Des que la situation des professeurs et des dtudiants sera amdliorde, l’instruction s’y ddveloppera 
dans de plus graudes proportions qu’elle ne l’est actuellement. 

Le erddit qui sera affeetd A cette Universitd par le Gouvernement sera considdrd comme un 
subside, au meme titre que celui accordd A certaines Societds scientifiques, aux Sceurs de 
Charitd, &c. 

Le erddit affeetd actuellement au thdatre de l’Opdra, majord d’une somme A prelever sur le Budget 
du Ministdre de l’lnstruction Publique, atteignant 10,000 livres, serait consacrd A l’Universitd d’EI 
Ahzar. On accomplira de la sorte une oeuvre louable et conforme aux veeux de la nation reprdsentde 
par ce Conseil. 

Tulbah Bey Sioudi .—Je suis d’avis d’imputer les sommes dconomisdes et celles A 
economiser A la reduction de l’imp&t foncier, de l’impdt sur les dattiers, des droits d’oetroi, 
et a la propagation de l’instruction. 

Hussein Bey Abedine .—Je crois opportun de n’imputer les dconomies qu’A la reduc¬ 
tion de I’impfit foncier et A la propagation de l’instruction. 

Ibrahim Adham Pacha .—Il vaut mieux imputer les economies A la reduction des taxes 
de toute nature. 

M. le President propose la mise aux voix. 

L’avis de Toulba Bey Sioudi est adoptd a la majorite des voix. 

Hassan Bey Madkour .—Par suite de la decision prise par le Conseil au sujet du credit 
affects au thdAtre, il y a lieu de supprimer le dernier paragraphe du Rapport. 

Il est, par consequent, necessaire d’affecter un credit pour le ddveloppement de 
l’instruction A l’Universite d’El Azhar. 

Si mes honorables colldgues partagent mon avis, il sera affeetd h cet effet une somme 
de 15,000 livres h prdlever sur les dconomies rdalisdes et A realiser. 

Approuvd a Tunanimite des voix. 

M. le President .—Le Conseil a achevd l’examen du Rapport de la Commission. Il 
ne lui reste A examiner que le projet qui lui est parvenu hier, et qui doit etre imprime. 

Si quelqu’un de vous, Messieurs, a des observations a emettre, il est prid de le 

faire. 

Soufani Bey .—Messieurs les membres n’ignorent pas que le Gouvernement proedde 
graduellement A la reduction des taxes cn cominengant par la Haute-Egypte, partie de 
1’figypte dont les terres sont plus faibles, dit-il, que les terres de la Basse-Egypte. 

Il importe, il est vrai, de tdmoigner de la reconnaissance au Gouvernement pour 
quelque reduction de taxes que ce soit, ce dernier n’ayant pas de quoi satisfaire tout 
ddsir. 

Le Gouvernement ne pouvant, A regret, obtenir a la fois les sommes ndeessaires pour 
diminuer les charges nombreuses des habitants, il serait injuste de commencer la rdduction 
des taxes de la Haute-Egypte, et de faire attendre pendant plusieurs anndes les habitants 
des autres provinces, jusqu’A ce que leur tour dans la rdduction des taxes soit arrivd. 

Il n’est pas meme equitable de les faire attendre une seule annde. 

Chacune des Moudiriehs de la Haute- et de la Basse-Egypte possdde des terres qui 
reclament une rdduction de taxes, notamment celles de la Basse-Egypte. 

Si le Gouvernement proedde A la reduction des taxes A tour dc r61e, l’attente mettra 
cette partie de l’Egypte dans une situation des plus miserables, et la propridte des terres 
passerait A d’autres mains. 

Personne ne peut nier qu’il existe dans la Moudirieh de Kalioubieh, qui fait partie de 
la Basse-Egypte, un ddficit sur ses terres, ddficit qui n’existe dans aucune autre province, 
parce que l’irrigation dans cette province s’effectue avec difficult^ par suite de l’eldvation de 
ses terres. 
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II existe 6galement dans les Provinces de Behera, Dakahlieh, et Gimrbieh de gratides 
quantity de terres d’une qualitd infdrieure aux terres de Ce 

?%ypte choisie par le Gonvernementpour Quires s j l’ 0 n effectual 

»„e reduction de taxes dans certaines Moudou & affecter 4 la 
On ddduit de tout ce que je viens de due que toute so „ revant les terr es 

reduction des taxes doit etre employee a la reductio P 6 p ° lus faib]es les 

faibles dans toutes les provinces, en eommengant par ceues qui “ ^ 

aUtre sl vues, on ecrira au Gouvernement A ce 

M0U Ss S 'de Soufani Bey et celni de Gad Bey Moustapha sont adopt* h l’unanimitd des 

VOlX ‘ Hussein Bey Abedme.-Us Tribunaux Indigenes sent souvent safeta de difffaends 
survenus entre \l habitants en matiere de 

SzrrtS; ” ‘“ te ” 

f rzt:zJ e Gou ™ ntk 

Ss ^ « de — un procbs de ce gente 

aui a dtd vidd en dernier ressort par les Tribunaux Indigenes. , , 

q Si mes honorables colldgues partagent raon avis, ils voudront bicn 1 adopter. 

Approuve U’unanimitd des^voix. g dernier> le Conseil Ldmslatif a, en 

SSnSSSS^SSSSSS: 

T| gueur^apr e s son app ouverneraent qu’en procedant, sans cette formahtd i 1 arpentage, 
on obtiendraitdes operations fausses; ee seraient les habrtants qut en subuatent le 

^tfconseil a, en outre, rappeld au Gouvernement le d„ mma ge resul,ant des „p6rat,ons 
cadastrales effecMes par 1’Administration du Cadastre qui a codtd il 1 Mat un detm 

milU Te d Got?rn e emenTnon senlement n>a pas snspendu l’arpentage, mais fl a usd de 
certains nrocedes qui ont fait beaucoup de tort aux habitants de ces deux piovi 

Si l^on ne mettait pas un terme a cet etat de choses, le mal deviendrait plus grave. 
Ainsi ces operations ont eu pour rdsultat le vecouvrement d imp6ts dont la perception 
dtait suspendue jusqu’a fin 1889 par suite de la deterioration des terres, le nouvel avpen- 
tae-e avant demontre qu’il n’existe pas de terres detenorees (tawalet). 

g B est cenendant a remarquer que la deterioration a et6 l’objet de diverses constata- 
tions de la pS du Gouvernement, qui ne degrevait point les terres detenorees, mais 

suspendait constatations qui ont dte faites precddemment de 

prendre en consideration le resultat qu’a donnd le dernier arpentage, m les nouvelles 

constatations. e ncQ ie ^ q Ue i e nouvel arpentage demontre un excedent de terres chez 
un individu et un deficit chez un autre dans un meme village ou dans un mSme hod, 
le Dele°ue du Gouvernenient, au lieu de donner u celui dont les terres sont■ enid e 
la part de l’excedent a laquelle il a droit, considdre cet excedent comma propnetd de 1 Etat 

ni'rfmmp la vente pour compte du Gouvernenient. 
l ' A ° i s i ce dernie? ne fait que s’emparer d’une partie des terres des habitants et ■ gagnei 
le prix provenant de la vente de cet excedent qui appartient au proprietaire du deficit. 
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Ce qui est plus etrange encore, e’est que pendant que les habitants se lamentent sur 
leur situation en cberchant b vendre k un prix derisoire l’objet le plus cber, en donnant 
leurs terres en hypothdque pour pouvoir payer les taxes trds dlevees qui les grevent k 
l’dpoque des dchdances, ils constatent qu’il a dtd remis en recouvretnent des arrieres 
d’imp6ts auxquels ils ne songeaient. pas; les saisics qui sont ensuitepratiquees leur causent 
une ruine complete. 

Le Gouvernement peut, cependant., se dispenser du recouvrcment de ces arrierds. 

Devant cette situation, je propose de deniander au Gouvernement ce qui suit:— _ 

1. Suspendre l’arpentage, ne prendre nulleinent en consideration ce qui a etd fait, et 
empdeher la vente de tout ce qui a dtd constate comme exeddent. 

2. Annuler les saisies pratiqudes pour obtenir paiement des arrierds fin 1889 dans 
les villes oil il existe des terres “ tawalefs ” et autres, et user d’indulgence l’dgard des 
habitants. 

3. Elaborer le projet precedemment demande, le soumettre a l’exanien du Conseil et 
le promulguer. 

Tel est raon avis. 

Approuvd k l’unanimitd des voix. 

M. le President fixera le jour de la seance prochaine dds que le projet parvenu 
dernidrement aura ete imprime, ou dds qu’il y aura de nouveaux trovaux. 

M. le President ldve la seance h 6 heures et demie a la Turque (11 licures et deinie 
du matin). 


Proces-Verbal de la Seance du Samedi, 14 Gamad-eUTani , 1311 (23 Decembre, 1893). 

La seance est ouverte 3 heures 40 minutes a la Turque, sous la presidenee de son 
Excellence Aly Cherif Pacha, President, et en presence de vingt-sept membres. 

Le proces-verbal de la derniere seance est lu et approuve'. 

Hussein Bey Abedine .—Le Conseil Provincial de Ghizeh se reunit ce matin, et comme 
j’en fais partie et que les se'ances des Conseils Provinciaux ne peuvent dtre remises, je 
demande l’autovisation de me retirer pour prendre part a cette seance. 

Approuve a l’unanimitd. 

Hussein Bey Abedine se retire. 

A 5 heures k la Turque se pre'senteut leurs Excellences le President du Conseil des 
Ministves, les Ministres des Travaux Publics, des Finances, de la Guerre, et des Affaires 
Etrangercs. ainsi que M. le Conseiller Financier. 

Son Excellence Riaz Pacha, President du Conseil des Ministres, prend la parole en 

ces tenues:— 


“Messieurs, 

“ Aprds avoir pris connaissance du Rapport que vous nous avez remis, et avoir 
examind les opinions et observations qui y sont dmises au sujet du Budget pour l’Exercice 
1894, nous nous presentons devant vous a l’effet de vous exprimer nos remerciements pour 
la solicitude que vous avez deployee dans l’dtude de ce Budget et dc vous faire connaitre 
les vues ct les decisions du Gouvernement a cet egard. ^ 

“ J[ vesulte du preambulc du Rapport que le Conseil a ete amend a ses conclusions par 
le chiffre auquel s’dldverait le montant des deltcs et bypotheques grevant la population et 
inscrites dans les registres des Tribunaux. t t 

“ Que la population Egyptiennc ait des dettes et des immeubles bypotheques, personne 
ne saurait le contester, pas plus qu’on ne saurait contcster que cet dtat dc choses 
soit ie resultat des transactions et de rapports d’affaires qui se retrouvent dans tous 


les pays. . y . 

“ Mais ce que nous hesitons a admettre, e’est l’enormite des chiffres dont il s’agit 
et 1’assertion d’aprds laquelle les dettes et les bypotheques grevubt le pays, dont le 
montant s^levait de 1876 a 1881 h £ E. 12,000,000, auraient atteint en 1891 plus de 

£ G. 20,000,000. ^ , , 

“Nous sommes persuades qu’il y a Ik de l’exageration ou bien que cest le lesultat 
d’inforniations incompletes ou d’evaluations errondes. 

“ Eu elfet, l’enormite de ces chiffres est si frappante qu’elle rdclame une verification 
approfondie pour que la lumidre soit faite. Aussi, le Gouvernement se propose-t-il de 
proceder avec le plus grand soin k cette verification. 

“ Notre surprise n’a pas ete moins grande devant les conclusions tirdcs des chiffres 

|773J G 
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ci-dessus indiqufe, et d’aprts lesqueltes la situation de la population aurait empird, et la 

gene et la pauvrete tendraient a augmcnter. unit 

“II nous serai!, en effet, difficile d’admettre que la ^ 
arrivee k un tel point. Nous ne voulons pas soutemr par Ik que 1 etat du pays ait att 

son apogee de bien-etre et de prosperity. 

“ Mais, tout en reconnaissant que le 
dix ans, et qu’ils sont de beaucoup infdri 

» adinnei-, aiilsi que je 1'ai ^S'aVnsiblement 

situation du pays et du Gouvcrnement s etait atnenoi l a 

depuis l’avenement de feu Tewfilc Pacha. , citmtinn de l’E"VPte 

“En effet, pefsonne de nous n'ignore qua pavtir de 870, "^ij’e’de 

change* consent. Le pays et le G ~nTi"^SeInsseTalteset 
prosperite et de progres. Le Gouvcrnement a pu me i te n e sor t e qu’il 

travailler avec ardeur au developpement du bien-etre de la nation, q 

pouvait se comparer aux Gouvernements justes et men oiganis , s - ■, >■> nar tout et 

P “ Nos finances devenues prospers et nofare credit raffermi msp raient c1-ja, p.^utou et 
h tons, la plus entire confiance, Les dcouom.es realise® dans 1 esp ace d1 une a 
atteignirent le chiffrc de un million et derm de hvres qm etauent «pose» a la ca s:se d a 
Eannue Ottomane Plusieurs rdfonues furent accomplies tant dans les ioua a es rt ouveine 
qu ? „u pTofit du pays, e. un grand nombre de lourdes charges qu, pesa.ent sur les 

Egyptiens furent reduites ou supprimdes. . , * ^ e _ 

“Cette niarche dans la vole du progrSs a sub. un temps d anet pa. suite des d ene 
ments insurrectionnels, mais aussildt api'Ss la repression par les troupra &.tanniq»csrt 
Wen que le Gouvernement ait eu k payer les hide,unites d’Alexandras et a sub, en outie, 
les "raves consequences dconomiques et financieres de la arise, il a recommencd a 
lentement, mais sensiblement dans la ™ie de lanieliorati™ dn sort des populatioiis ju,q 


mnven en vue d’alldger, dans la limite tie son pouvoir, iet> wuiuw r-r- 

II apu cffectivement mettre h. execution de nombreux et importants projc s assuia 

pe " p “ En Xmlnirt^TWr alllgd les charges de la population en abolissanUont d’abord 

un grand no.ubre d’impots et taxes dont le chiffre atteint un million 

Gouvernement dota In pays dinstitutions reguberes. 11 a 

irrigations, ddpeusd un million pour prevemr les cliarak, dans la Hauc-E 

l’abolition de la corvee et opere des ddgrtvements dans les Provinces de la Haute-L„ypte, 

degrevements dont le chi fire s 61eve ait. 427,000. . , , rpnutres 

« Ws avoir vu octrover au pays tous ces avantages incontestable*, et autres 

rtformaVU ert inutile d’Inumerer ici, car nul parmi vous ne les ignore, vous me 
permettrez de ne pas reconnaltre que le pays soit dans l’&at de gene c t que le 

5rous signalez, que la condition de la population ne suit pas medleure que jadis ct que 
pays ne fasse pas de progres de jour en jour dans a voie de la , souci 

“ En outre le Gouvernement Khedivial n a d autre pieoccupation, ‘ ^ . 

de travamerte’eIrdeur et sans relaehe en vue de la realisation dc ton tpj»t de «a 
ameliorer le sort du peuple et a lui procurer toute la somrne possible d avantages 

moraux et materiel.. Tel est le but vers lequel tendent t0US J e ^°^ 

“Nous sommes pleinement convaincus que vous avez la plus entiC . . , 

les sentiments de loyante et de devouement du Gouvernement Khddmal, dans la suiccuW 
de ses intentions et notamment dans 1 ardent patriotisme dont il e ; . d 

doutez pas, Messieurs, qu’il ne redouble d’efforts et ne persiste dans la realisation be ce 
noble but, tendant h. doter le peuple Lgyptien de toutes les reformes e na u 
assurer le bien-fitre et k augmenter la fortune publique. ns 

“ Nous devons, toutefois, avouer qua moms de r^unu vos • *■ i* 

votre ooncours loyal et eclaird et l’appui de toute la nation, nous ne saurions accomphr 
notre thebe diffleile et ardue, car, ainxi que vous le savez bien, union iait 1fo.ee 
“ Nous ne pourrons, il est vrai, nen accomplir qu avec 1 aide de Uieu, ma 
notre devoir a tous de travailler loyalement en ne nous dcartant jamais de 

moderation et du ddvouement. ... . . . , 

“ Que le Tout-Puissant nous guide dans le droit cnemm l 


“ Personnel. 

“ Nous avons longuement et murement examine cette question, et il nous eeiait, 
eflbt, diffiSe dc ne pas partager, en principe, quelques-unes de vos observations 


a ce sujet. Mais vous n’ignorez pas les circonstances qui nous ont places dans cette 
situation peu naturelle. Nous ne saurions, toutefois, nous empScher de reconnaltre que 
parmi les hauls fonctionnaires ctrangcrs actuellement au service de l’Lgypte et ayant de 
gros traitements, il en est pourtant qui ont rendu des services importants dont le pays a 
profite. 

“ De son cote, le Gouvernement Khedivial n’a jamais neglige aucun effort, aucuna 
occasion en vue de retnplacer les fonctionnaires etrangers par des indigenes, toutes les fois 
que les exigences de la situation lui ont permis de le faire, et qu’il etait assure que 
l’indig&ne pouvait re nplacer l’etranger. Nous esperons qu’il ne se passera pas longtemps 
sans que le nombre d’Lgyptiens occupant de liautes lonctions ne soit augmente. 

Quoi qu’il en soit, cliacun des Ministres est responsable de tous les services de son 
Departement, tant au point de vue financier qu’administratif; et, par consequent, pour 
tenir compte des observations du Conseil Legislatif, ils examineront. s il y a des postes 
trop payes on inutiles. Ils sont tenus avant tout, de veiller a ce que les indigenes soient 
nonimes au service d’apres le principe precite et a ce qu’aucune depense mal justifiee ne 
soit faite par leur Ddpartement. 

“Cliacun de nous, par consequent, tiendra ceitainement la main & ^application des 
observations que vous avez emises, progressivemeut et sans eompromettre la marclie 
reguli^re des services publics relevant de son Departement. 

“ Nous sommes convaincus que vous partagerez cette maniere de voir. 


“ Defenses Secretes, Diverses, Generates, Imprevues.—Menus Frais.—Frais de Displacement 

des Employes de VEtat. 

“ Vous avez dft voir en examinant les divers chapitrcs du Budget General que ces 
dispenses sont reparties entre tous les Departements Ministeriels et aftectees a des besoins 

et services differents. ... . 

“ Ces depenses etant de diverse nature, il serait difficile, au premier abord et sans 
examen prealable et minutieux, d’y apporter la moindre modification. 

“ Cbaque Ministre etant, comine vous le savez fort bien, responsable de son 
Departement et de l’ordonnancemcnt des depenses y affecte'es, il est hors de doute (ju’il 
ne faillira pas a son devoir cn supprimant telle depense qu’il jugcra inutile et non 

justifiee. . 

“ Nous ferons les inemes observations quant aux frais dc deplacement vises dans Je 

Rapport. 

“ The'dtre. 

“ Nous pensons que la somrne dont vous desirez la reduction sur la subvention du 
theatre est insignifiante. Cette subvention profite d’ailleurs au petit commerce par les 
transactions auxquelies elle domic naissance. 

“ Quant au voeu que vous exprimez de voir le Gouvernement prfeter son assistance 
pour la creation d’un theatre Arabe, nous partageons enti^rement votre avis if ce sujet. 


“ Travaux Publics. 

“ 11 est a votre connaissance que le Gouvernement Khddivial n a jamais manque, 
iustju’ck ce jour, de faire toutes les depenses necessaires pour ameliorer l’etat des irrigations 
en Lgypte. Ses efforts dans ce but ont heureusement ete courunnes de succes. Les 
ddpeiises qu’il a faites ont dtd des plus utiles; ellcs ont eu pour effet de rendre a la culture 
de grandes dtendues de terrains et d’augmenter la quantite des produits de maniere h nous 
dddommager de la baisse des prix de ces produits. 

«Nous ne croyons done pas qu’il sen trouve un seul parmi nous qui ne soit 
satisfait des services appreciates et dignes d’elogcs reudus par le service des lrngations. 

“Quant aux avis que vous avez emis en vue d’une reduction de £ E. 50,000 sur les 
credits alloues au Budget pour le service des b&,timents dans les villes, sans touchei aux 
previsions budgetaires du service des Irrigations, nous croyons devoir vous fane remaiquer 
que les b&timents affectes au sifege des Moudiriehs, Markaz, Tribunaux, H6pitaux, Lcoles, 
&c., sont pour la plupart dans un dtat deplorable. Dans plusieurs localites, les iribunuux, 
Markaz, et Ecoles sont installes dans des locaux louds il des particuliers. En outie, la 
construction de certains batiments publics nouveaux est de nature a rendre de nomlneux 
services. 
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mrta^erez notre manure de voir 
“Pour ccs considerations, nous crayons que vo■ P‘ = d’une grande utilite 

sur la necessire qu’il y aurait d’executer de parcils travaux, qui 

publique et d’une absolue ndcessitd pour le Gcconstruction ne soit 
“Nous veillerons avec le plus grand soin * q n * e n soient pas 

faite, sans que l’utilite n’en ait et£ constatee, et a ce que 

exageres. . . , mlrenrises et des depenses, qui se confond 

“ Enfin nous exammerons la question d P nous drons ce sujet les 

avec les autres questions d’un caractde administra > j 

decisions qui nous paraitront les plus compatibles avec 1 mt&tt & enei 


“ Arme'e. 

.‘ No us croyons superflu de fane ressortir le degre d'imporlance pour I'Egypte 

d ’ aV °:fZ^fS“de Se notre fronts, 1’amrde se Uouve presque toujours en 

campagne. , • do rxrendre de decision relativcment 

•‘Nous devoirs, par consequent, nous abstenn dc prenoi 

aux ddpenses de l’arnife, avant de 1 avoir Pannee procliaine, les 

“Aussi nous proposons-nous cl examine tl . ouvero ns d’inutiles, qui pourraient 

depenses dont il s’agit, et, dans lc cas ou l’armee nous ne nianquerons pas d’y 

toe reduites sans compromettre [’organisation de 1 armee, nous 

remddier. 

“ Police. 

“ Ne croyez pas. Messieurs, que. ,e 

le Budget de ce service qui, au con ran e a e b]A d V\ C01isdquen t, ne 

Le nombre actuel des agents dc P ollc ® cet effectit pour l’annde 

rdpondant pas aux besoins de 1 ovdre public, nou < ‘ o Q r U ne econoniie 

procliaine 'do 232 houiu.es, dent les ddpenses seen£ U, de c( *» 

de £ E. 1,235 ayant ete real®* “ u , ,“ d f *, ^ Vu-mentation de i’cffectif de la police, 
prevue au Budget de l’lixerace 1894 du cllll de lau^iue 

ne s’eldve plus qu'au clullre de i, la. I’egard dc cc 

Nous n'affirnions pas que la se borne ce u d > ar•„ fi ? e pour le 

Budget et de ce service, mais nous avons at 1 t nous j m nosent le devoir de 

moment. II taut remarquer que les oxigeaces le ^ituat.ou :nous P ^ , e , 

i ^ ***** 

avec le plus grand soin toutes les Economies, modifications, Guidelines qui i 

d’y introduire sans compromettre le service. 

“ Inspectorat-Gc'ue'ral des Prisons. 

“ Cette Administration a, il est vrai, cofltd 

It lElat. Mais elle a procure de nomb eux .™ntagcs et miclu^. ^ (k 

JlSrSS dans 1’organisation et le fonctiolinemeii, des 

:::Sr ^ 

nnportants que l’Administration des Prisons rend au 
Wen, nous n'en doutons pas, partager 

notre mani&re de voir. 


“Service des Gardes-Cotes. 


« Nous reconnaissons que cette Administration a une importance capitale au point de 
vue de la repression de la eontrebande, repression dont le rdsultat est de sauvegarder et 
d’accroitre les revenus de la Douane, et quelle a dte organisde depuis peu de temps. Mais 
ces considerations ne sauraient nous empeeber d’entrer dans vos vues sous le double 
rapport de l’examcn des ddpenses et de l’emploi, autant que faire se peut, des officiers 
indigenes en disponibilite, au service de cette Administration, sans toutefois en com¬ 
promettre le fonctionnement rdgulier. 

“ Arme'e d ’ Occupation. 

“ Nous comprenons, comme tout Elgyptien, le sentiment legitime auquel vous avez 
obei en exprimant l’avis de voir lc Budget du Gouvernement libere des frais de 1’Armee 

d’Occupation. . 

<c Mais il s’agit d’une depense que les circonstances nous ont ltnposee ; cette depense, 

qui e'tait en 1885 de 200,000 livres. est actuellement de 85,000 livres, et il faut esperer 
qu’ellc pourra ctre diminuee progressivement jusqu’au jour oil elle sera ddfinitivement 
sunnrimee par la realisation, de la part de la Grande-Bretagne, des assurances d evacuation 
qui nous ont dte donneqs. Pour atteindre cet heureux resultat, le moyen le plus efficace est 
d’adopter dans nos paroles comme dans nos actes, une ligne de conduite empreinte de 
sagesse ct de moderation, et de travailler en commun dans la voie des reformes et du 
progr&s. 

“ Imprimerie Nationale. 

“Les observations que vous avez emiscs a cet dgard n’avaient point echappe k 
l’attention du Gouvernement. 11 est alld, en effet, au-devant dc vos intentions en 
adressant toutes les Administrations une Circulaire ou il leur etait formellement enjmnt 
de faire leurs commandes d’imprimds exclusivement 5 l’lmprimene Nationale. Les 
instructions ont ete ctfectiveroent mises a exdcution. 


“ Commission Municipale d’Alexandrie. 

“ La creation des Municipalites dans les villes est d’une trks grande utilite. Cette 
institution permet, en effel, aux habitants de s’occupcr des besoms et ameliorations de 
leurs villes. Elle les met a mSme d’examiner et de trader leurs propres affaires eux-munes, 
tout en etablissant une repartition egale des taxes et impdts entre les particuhers. 

“ Vous n’ignorez pas, Messieurs, que la ville d Alexandrie est aujouul liui le stul 
centre du commerce de toute l’Egyptc. Elle est le trait d union entre nous ct airope. 
Par sa position, elle contribue au developpement du commerce, de lagncultuie, ct de 
l’industrie, sculs facteurs dc l’augmentntion du bien-otre et de la fortune publique. Giace 
5 cette position importante, la ville d’Alexandne a toujours etd lc rendez-vous de tous les 
pennies d’ Europe qui y accouraicnt pour s’y etablir. Aussi cette ville est-elle aujouul hui 
habitee par des milliers d’etrangers. Un nombre tros considerable de fami les Europeeiines 
V etablics depuis des generations, et y possedant de ti^s nombreux immeubles ct dc giandes 
proprietes sevaient devenues par leur naissance de purs Egyptiens, si dies n avaient consei ve 
FeT^UoS tforigine. C'est ainsi qu'au premier abort! on eonut teute de prendre 

AleX ‘‘crnEg U e?cette\tifo™r ra ees diverses, a cer.aine.nent produit une communautd 
d’interets qui est la base dc toute ceuvre et le principal auxiluurc de la F^pdnte et du 
prooies 11 a eu pour effet non settlement d’etablir cette communautd d’interets entre 
l’indigene et I’Europden, mais aussi de procurer aux habitants, en ' 

avantages moraux et mat oriels qui ont eu pour corollairc dc les umr clans les n me i t^ s 
les mfimes sentiments, ct les mfimes aspirations en vue de 1 mteret public ct le 
gene rale de la ville. Tous ces avantages ne peuvent evidcinment qne nou.. hj . 

“Pour ces considerations, nous ne saurions, sans nul doute, comparer les autres villes 
de l’Egypte avec la ville importante d’AlexaHrie, si supeneure aux autres a tous es points 

deV “‘Ccci ctahli, nous ddolorons quo l'oxistcnce de la Commission Municipale 
d’Alexandric est un des besoins et une des conditions cssentiels du piogies de cette 

ville. 


“ Quant aux lacunes ou d^fectuosites qui ont etd constatees dans cette institution, dies 
[773] ^ 
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sont de pea d’importance, et il est facile d’y remedier. La creation de la Municipality est 
toute recente, et vous n’ignorez pas que tout commencement est difficile. Aussi est-il rare 
devoir une institution nouvelle fonctionner regulierement sans rencontrerau debut quelques 
difficultys. 

“Eu egard a l’importance de cette Commission Municipal, en raison des avantages 
que le Gouvernement Khddivial et les habitants d’Alexandrie en attendent pour cette ville, 
le Gouvernement deploie tous ses efforts pour faire disparaitre tout obstacle de nature it 
arreter la marclie regulikre de cette institution, et pour en assurer le succes, afin qu elle 
rdpond au but visd. 

“ En outre, l’experience a ddmontre qu’il est necessaire d introduive certaines modifica¬ 
tions dans la Loi sur les elections municipales actuellement en vigueur, afin de donner plus 
d’extension aux droits d’dlection tels qu’ils sont actuellement determines. ^ Cette 
question fera egalement l’objet de la sollicitude du Gouvernement, dont les decisions, A 
cet egard, seront inspirees par les exigences de la situation, et en vue de la satisfaction 
generate. 

“Administration des Domaines. 

“ Cliacun de nous souhaite qu’aucun deficit ne se produise dans les recettes de cette 
Administration. Nous devons reconnaitre que 1’Administration Agricole de ce service 
dans les provinces fonctionne vegulikrement et avec une grande economic. 

“ On ne saurait prytendre que les d£penses de culture effectuees par les “leftiches ” 
excedent celles faites dans le meme but par les particuliers. Nous croyons au contraire 
qu’il serait impossible d’effectuer la moindre yconomie sur ces depenses sans nuire k la 
marche reguliere des travaux agricoles. Les terres exploitees par les Domaines out subi 
des ameliorations sensibles, et la quantity deleurs productions a considerablement augmente, 
et tend k augmenter, encore de jour en jour. Ces resultats sont d’autant plus dignes de 
remarque que la superficie des terres Domaniales est tres considerable, et, par consequent, 
plus difficile a exploiter. 

“ Tous les fonctionnaires places k la tete de cette Administration sont dignes de toute 
confiance et sont d’une competence et d’unc activite remarquables. 

“ Toutes ces considerations nous permettent d’esperer qu’il ne se passera pas longtemps 
avant que lc deficit dont il s’agit ne disparaisse entibrement, d’autant plus que de grandes 
superficies de terrains appurtenant k cette Administration sont donnees annucllcment soit 
en vente, soit en echange des pensions. 

“ Quant a intervenir directement dans le fonctionnement et les depenses de cette 
Administration, vous n’ignorez pas que les arrangements et engagements existants, et 
qu’il n’est pas besoin de rappeler ici, nous interdisent cette ingerence. 

“ Service de VAbolition de la Traite. 

“ Nous n’hesitons pas a partager votre avis que le service de l’abolition de la Traite a 
beaucoup perdu de son importance primitive. 11 est possible que les credits urretes au 
Budget pour ce service excedent ses besoins indispensablcs. Aussi le Gouvernement 
Khedivial s’est deja preoccupe de cette question qui est l’objet de son examen. Mais nous 
regrettons de ne pouvoir, a l’heure actuelle, approuver la suppression totale et brusque de 
ce service pour le coufier a la police et aux gardes-cdtes. 

“Nul doute que le peuple Egyptien, le Gouvernement Khedivial et l’Egypte ne soient 
les seuls peuple, Gouvernement, et pays du monde Musulman qui puissent revendiquer 
l’honneur d’avoir mis fin A l’esclavage dans leur territoire. 

“ Que de peines et de difficultes! Que de sacrifices pecuniaires enormes cncourus de 
ce chef par l’Egypte et les Egyptiens dans le but exclusif de rendre service k I’liumanite ! 
Aussi, cette oeuvre philanthropique constitue-t-elle pour l’Egypte une page d’or dans 
l’histoire des pcuples et doit lui attirer plus d’estime et de considdration encore aux yeux 
du monde civilisd. 

“Nous croyons done qu’il est de notre devoir de veiller a la sauvegarde de ce beau 
monument edge en l’honneur de l’humanite et ne rien faire qui puisse le degrader. 

“ Neaumoins, tout en sauvegardant ce principe, nous ne voulons nullement vous 
engager, ou vous obliger a faire des depenses inutiles et mal justifiees. 

“ En envisageant la question k ce dernier point de vue, nous reconnaissons, cn effet, 
que, par suite de l’interdiction rigoureuse et absoiue de l’entree en Egypte des esclaves 
venant de rdtranger, personne n’a pu, depuis plus de huit ans, introduire des esclaves dans 
ce pays. Si, pendant cet intervalle, quelques teutatives ont ete faites dans ce but, elles 


I gont de peu d importance et ont etd severement rdprimees par la loi, de sorte qu’k l’intyrieur 

de 1 Egypte, le service dc 1 abolition de la lraite n’a plus lien a faire autre que de delivrer 
des cartes d affranchissement aux esclaves qui en font la demande, et qui sont libres en 
vertu de la loi, qu’ils aient ou non obtenu cette carte. 

‘ Dans tous les cas, nous ne voudrions evidemment jamais detruire 1’edifice que nos 
mains ont construit, et nous soinmes convaincus que nul panni vous n’y consentirait. 

“ Partant de ce principe, le Gouvernement Khedivial vous donne l’assurance qu’il 
continuera l’examen deja commence de cette question clans ses moindres details, et, des 
qu’il aura acquis la certitude qu’il existe au budget de ce service certains credits devant 
nycessairement etre elimines, reduits, ou modifies k quelque titreque ce soit, le Gouverne- 
ment s’einpressera d’y remedier pour l’annde prochaine. 

“ Economies realise'es. 

“ Nous sommes absolument d’accord avec vous pour regretter que ces yconomies 
demeurent immobilisyes et sans emploi. Aussi ferons-nous tout ce qui est en notre pouvoir 
pour obtenir que ces economies soient employees dans des travaux utiles pour le pays, 
tels que: creation de reservoirs qui permettront d’assurer aux terres de la Haute-Egypte 
une bonne repartition des eaux et une culture Sefi (estivale), et d’ameliorer encore les 
conditions des cultures dans la Basse-Egypte, ou bien ces economies seront employees a 
la ryduction des impbts. 

“ Instruction Publique. 

“ Je n’exagkre pas en ddclarant que je suis le premier me feliciter de la rapidity avec 
laqueile l’instruction et l’education publiques se sont developpees chez nous. Je ne suis 
pas moins heureux de constater l’enorme distance parcourue dans ce rlomaine en un si 
court espace de temps, ainsi que les progres faits par les ecoles et les ameliorations intro- 
duites dans leur organisation et dans la methode d’enseignement. Mais je n’lidsite pas A 
partager votre avis que si nous considerions les besoins du pays par rapport aux exigences 
du sikcle present, A la rdeente renaissance du peuple Egyptien, et a son ardent ddsir 
d’aequerir les sciences et les lettres nous trouverions ccrtainement que les progres 
accomplis par nous sous ce rapport sont insignifiants, et que nos ecoles ont grandement 
besoin de nombreuses r^formes, notamment en ce qui concerne la propagation de l’instruc¬ 
tion primaire parmi les masses dans les villes et les villages. 

“ Nous sommes, en ell'et, tous persuades que l’instruction et l’yducation sont les seuls 
moyens d’assurer le progiAs du peuple. Aussi, cette importante question est-elle l’objet 
de la consideration et de la sollicitude du Gouvernement Khydivial, et, en ma (|ua!ite de 
Ministre de l’lnstruclion Publique, j’ai demandd cette annee uu nouveau credit de £ E. 16,000 
au budget de ce Departement. Il est vrai que je n’ai pu obtenir la totality de cette 
somme, par suite de la necessity qui s’imposait pour le Gouvernement d’equilibrer son 
Budget Gyneral, afin d’avoir A sa disposition une certaine somme pour la induction 
des impdts. Mais j’ai obtenu un erddit de £ E. 12,000, chiffre qui n’est pas modique, 
pour une seule annee. 

<£ Vous voyez par cc qui precede que la Direction de l’instruction publique avance dans 
la voie du prog ids. Ainsi, le nombre des elkves entres cette annee dans nos ecoles 
gouvernementales et nationales depasse de 1,500 celui de l’annee dernikre. 

“En outre, nous avons decide le retablissement de l’Ecole d’Arts et Mdtiers k Man- 
sourah et des quatre ecoles qui avaient ete supprimees l’annee dernikre. Nous nous propo- 
sons egalement d’ouvrir de nouvelles dcoles nationales, et nous commencerons, dks l’annee 
prochaine, k mettre k execution le projet de feu Ali Moubareck Pacha, projet qui avait ete 
neglige, et qui a trait k la creation dans les villes et villages de 500 ecoles communales 
pour la propagation de l’instruction primaire dans les masses. Ces dcoles serviront de 
modules pour tous les autres villages. 

“ Je ne doute pas cependant que vous ne partagiez un avis dont la vdi-ite est indis- 
cutable: quelque sollicitude, quelque assistance que le Gouvernement prete, et quelques 
sacrifices pecuniaires qu’il fasse en vue du dyveloppement de l’instruction et de l’education, 
suivant les besoins du pays et du sikcle present, il ne saurait nullement atteindre le degre 
voulu de progrks moral et maty riel sans le concours pycuniaire et moral et l’initiative 
privys. 

“ En effet, tous les pays civilises ne sont arrivys au degry actuel d’instruction et de 
developpemeut de 1’education que grace k l’appui et au concours de leurs peuples en 
gyneral; sans 1’initiative privee ils n’auraient assurdinent pas accompli ces progrks. 
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«II est done de notre devoir h tous 1) de h "®J r a ™ a al pSatio d n par nos conseils et nos 
question d’une importance capitate, et d ex ^ ^ a trava iller it l’accomplisse- 

encouragements, soit dans nos isco > ^ j u j rev iendra. 

meat de cette ceuvre bienfaisante dont tou p et ^avenir de l’instruction et de 

“ Tout ce qui precede doit vous rassum su 1 k g trc pratiquees 

l’.ducation, car je vous donne 1 assurance form q sentiments patriotiques. 

dune mani.re compatible avec nos mceurs, notre moiale, 

“ Que Dieu soit notre guide 1 

“ Universite d’El-Azhar. 

••Chacun de nous connait Vimportance de cette’^praples Musulnrmns 
nionde Musulman, et l’estime dont .1 jomt aopuSs V 

de '’SyOrf.mM d’El-Azhav a toujouvs ete 1’objet de l’intdret et de la cons.de,-afon du 
principal devoirs de veiller a la sauvegavde de cette grande 

aide moralement et pecumairemcnt. , dans les vues du Conseil Legis- 

“ Aussi, le Gouvernement est tout dispose A entra cum ^ ^ m(mdc Musulaian . 

latif on faveur de cette grande ^'^^^cheik d’El-Azhar et les prineipaux Ulemas 
II se propose de s’entendre avec ‘ • t ion et les ameliorations qu’il pourrait y 

pour itudier, de concert avec cux, son les pre ' C eptes de la religion Musul- 

avoir lieu d’y apporter, et StUe et plus profitable qu’elle ne l’est actuelle- 

- ^ ‘ fui — tel,e s “ que 868 

ressources lui permettraient. 

- Avant de nous quitter, il est un devoir n^reTen’aimd 

cliaque Egyptien, c est la cei 1 uc e j bien-.tre de son peuple, nous guidera 

sfc sirs ysrtS.**.'. "• * 

de5 ‘"prions 1c Tout-Puissant dc prolonger son heuveux rdgne pour le bonheur de 

l'figypte.” , „ yj le Khedive 1” 

Son Excellence Riaz Pacha termwe son dr scorns par 

l acSSu SSdc entidre .est levde, repetont avec son Excellence 

le President du Conseil le cn de “ Vive le Khe J* c \ s p examen du Conseil sent epuis.s, 

seances jusqu’a fin Janvier prochain. 

So‘n ExceHencete‘pTc‘sident du Conseil Legislatif hive la stance i, 6 heures 5 n.inutes 
a la Turquc. _____ 

Note au Conseil des Ministres , presentee par le Conseiller Financier . 

La responsabilite du Conseiller Financier dulC ""“®" t |f, JJ"™ tlX’it^bTIte 
interessee dans la bonne section Bnano,ere ds essouues^bn du 

presenter au Conseil des Ministres (lu Conseil Legislat'd' et dont ce 

Budget de 1894, qui a 6te elabore par la Commission ciu 

d -fe.&Tr 

- —— s 

en pareille mature. « , vll . un Conseil compose des representants 

1 L’examen serieux et appro ondidu Budgetpai lo* ^ dcs populations, 

des contribuables ne peut-qu^ie d ^ ntion e le Conseil Legislatif a apportee au 
mais s’il y a lieu de se fe i ns ‘ rei , rettD blc dc constater que cette etude n’ait abouti 

au* Salable Teur bien fond., des allegations confuses on des 
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critiques qui n’auraient certainement pas et. maintenues devant les explications circon- 
stanci.es que l’Administration des Finances .tait prete A donner au Conseil Legislatif, de 
mani.re a l’.clairer compl.tement sur tous les points qu’il signale dans son Rapport. 

Le Rapport commence par un expose soinmaire de la situation actuelle des popula¬ 
tions, dont la mis.re et la pauvret. s’aggraveraient de jour en jour. Cette opinion n est 
cependant pas partagee par les hauts personnages du pays qui admetteut, au conti aire, 
que les conditions materielles et economiques de la population se sont notoirement 
am.lior.es dans ces derni.res ann.es et je n’ai aucun doute que le fellah lui-meme ne soit 
du m.me avis. 

D’ailleurs, le developpement de la prosp.rit. publique est atteste par de nombreux 
faits; ainsi les terres de culture out considerablement gagn. en valeur; le rendement des 
recolies de coton et de canne ^ sucre a augmente dans de grandes proportions. 

1885 la quantite du numeraire importe excede les exportations mdtalliques de £ E. 800,000 
par an; la valeur totale des marchandises cxport.es, qui s’elevait, en 1881, a 
£ E. 12,982,000, a atteint £ E. 13,341,300 en 1892; les recouvrements dc limpftt 
s’operent avec une extreme facilit.; les expropriations sont presque nulles ct. les 
non-valeurs sont devenues insignifiantes: enfin les expeditions consid.rabies de bois a 
l’interieur, pour les constructions des maisons, fournissent une preuvede plus de 1 augmen¬ 
tation du bien-etre dans les eampagnes. ... 

Pour justifier ses all.gations sur la situation du pays, le Rapport de la Commission ciu 
Conseil Legislatif se base principalement sur une evaluation inceitaine du montant de la 
dette hypotb.caire resultant d’un coup d’oeil superficiel jete sur les registres d inscription 

des greffes des Tribunaux. . . 

La question des inscriptions hypoth.caires avait d.ja attire mon attention of je me 
suis occupe de rechercher les movens d’arriver a une constatation corrected du chittre reel 
des hvpotheques; mais par suite des lacunes et dcs indications incompl.tes presentees par 
les registres des greffes, ce travail difficile n’a pu donner les r.sultats poursuivis, d a servi 
dn moins a m’affermir dans la conviction absolue que leschiffres cites dans le Rapport sont 

totalemcnt erron.s. , , , . ,. , , . 

En effet, les cr.ances sur des biens vendus par autont. de justice, restent, pour la 

plupart, inserites aux registres des bypotb.ques, sans aucunc mention de radiation. 

En dehors de ces purges qui sont ainsi neglig.es, et dont 1 importance est con¬ 
siderable, il n’est pas non plus tenu compte des r.glements de cr.ances hypothecates par 
consentement mutuel, sans specification dc sommes, et de tels r.glements entre c.ebiteurs 
et creanciers se produisent souvent sous cette forme pour .viter la taxation des droits, de 
sorte que si le bien hypothequ. est ray. du regislre, la dette, qui est pourtant eteinte, n en 
continue pas moins a figurer dans les totaux des dettes hypoth.caues. 

De plus, en certains cas oil des biens situes dans plusieurs circonscriptions font l ohjet 
d’une bvpotb.que globale, le montant de la creance se trouve repete dans c.iacune des 
circonscriptions oh existe une partie des biens hvpothequ.s; ainsi un proprietiiire 
pos*edant 250 feddans a B.herali, 100 feddans dans Dakahheh, et ,)0 feddans dans Guizeh, 
Imp, unto sur la totalite dr ses biens £ E. 10,000; le prSwur fait inscnre, au jretfe 
d’Alcxantlrie, I'hypotl.eque de £ E. 10,000 sur les 260 feddans de Bchdrab, ail grefTe de 
Maiisuurall i'llvnotbeque de £ E. 10,000 sur les 100 feddans du Dakahheh, et au grelle 
du Caire I’bypotbiique de £ E. 10,000 sur les 00 feddans do Guizeh ; or, coinme chacun 
des <M’cfies ignore (’inscription qui est faite dans une circonscription nutie quo la sienne, i_ 
s'ensuit que si l’iniportance des biens hypothecs reste exaete, la son,,no dont. ceux-c, 
r.pondent sc trouve inscrite en double ou en triple selon le cas, et cett I 

inscription figurera perp.tuellement sur les registres si lesi biens sont vendus par autonte 
de justice on si le creancier vient donner par-devant le grebe main evee de son hypotheque, 
sans mentionner la somme au moyen de laquelle il a ete desmteresse. * 

Un autre motif d’exag.ration dans la dette apparente ressort de ce fait que lc m 
bien inscrit en premiere hypothetic est dc nouveau porte coinme; une nouvelie Ration 
sur le registre, a chaque prise d’hypoth.que successive ; ainsi, 100 feddans ^‘lU■ en 

premiere hypotheque, les memes 100 feddans le sont encore pou, un» 
hypoth.que ou une troisi.me bvpotb.que, de telle sorte que 300 feddans ptuvuit h D uier 
au registre bien qu’il n’v ait en iealit. que 100 feddans d hypotli.ques. 

Ces exemples, parnii d’autres que la v.rification attentive du systemc d nsu pt on 
des "teffes a pennis de relever, d.montrent t\ Evidence combien la compilation des 
hypotli.ques ethics radiations dans ces registres eomportent de vices 
de d.naturer et de presenter sous un faux jour, la veritable situation hypothecate 

dU P I)'’ailleurs, l’liypotb.que en elle-m.me n’est pas absolument une preuve materielle de 
i’.tat de g.ne ou de la pauvret. de celui qui engage ses biens, et dans les circonstances 
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prdsentes certains indices me portent & croire que la plus grande 
caires ne gitve pas les terres des paysans, mars plutftt eelles 

se procurent ainsi des ressources pour augmenter leur domaine P connaitre la 

culture, et, a ce propos, j’etudie depute quelque tempt les moyendemver k counaitre 
veritable dette ainsi que les differentes categories de debiteuis hyp°theca'r . 

En dehors de la dette hypothecate, le Oonsei 
d’appauvrissement du pays dans la depreciation de va eur qu L/ es indistinctement, 

suhie. Cette depreciation, d'ailleurs, s’est dtendue »tort*i les conbfe 
mais hemeusement, en figypte, l'augmentat.on des recoltes> W ^“Tde* prix: 
sum.ltandn.ent, a plus que compense les pertes eprouvees pat l “ f g 

pour ne parler que du coton et deila eanne k sucre, la «oto les quantity 

n’dcait que de 2,800,000 canters, a depassd, en 1892, 5,000,UUU cie canw . H 
deCannes h sucre priduites dans la Haute-figypte et ut.hsdes dans ^ “inesde la Da ra 
Sanieh seules, ont ete de 3,650,000 cantars en 1881, amide mauvaise poai to ™ ^ 

vrai, et de 8,550,000 en 1882; ces quantites ont attemt, en 1892, le ch me 
14,700,000 cantars, et je rappelle ici ce qui a etd dit plus hant, q • P 

gdndralcs ont <5t6 supdrieures en valeur aux exportations de 1 anneo 1881, 

Le Rapport du Conseil Legislatif ne tient .copendant aucuu compte de ces tans, 

irap0 SS 1 ^rtnr^^dans les dernihres annees n'est assurement pas 
, tn A “'Tun tef Ws' un de® ses effete direets a At aussi d’nlldger les Reuses de 
,, c , i inutile I’emoloi d’un grand no mb re de machines e.evatones, 

’“'’'omnt'w'dire du Conseil Legislatif, que la population supporte les mimes charges 

sf-asgsSItiKS 

msssLmmms 

les aliments appends aux 

WjfiK objecte ISA ZitZt'sZi SS ^mentis, i. faut hi, 

si 

^^ q .S^tSd S “t n aie„7;u.cmeat *2 sfmpleumnt contisquis par 

rE, "E„ ee qui eoneerne i'impit fancierdbs «?!?«£ 

s^prouver^T’autres^dduclions d’impftt' sont evidemment d&irables mate de lit h coudure 

frSiss 

inutiles et je me propose maintenant d examiner les ooservau 
a ce sujet. 

Personnel. 

i nnn/iaa rl.nmd une Commission de recherclier les 
Le Gouvernement avait il y a queues annees, chag! ^ n , ayaQt pas auginent6 e t le 

Economies compatibles avee les exigences du > > arait pa8 de reeommencer u examiner la 

service n'ayaut pas diminuu depuis cette upoque, s J^eur qie le Conseil Legislatif considfere 

question; quant aux traitements du pe«°™el d . / J poUP avoir un honnetc et tidele serviteur, 
comme trop dlev6B.il n'est pas indifferent d aftimcrioi qut poui A(lministraliou dc donner ii ses 
l’fitat doit le rdtribuer conyenablement et^qu d ^ de se procurcr des ressources en 

fonctionnaires des traitements qui les mettent a 1 a depuis la constitution des cadres 

dehors de leurs emoluments; il nest pas douteux daillcuis que u 4 
acuels la morality des fonctieouuaires n’ait fait un onorrne progivs. 
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Cependant, comme il peut exister quelques traitements paraissant trop dlevda, le Ministere des 
Finances pourrait, si le Couvernement le ddsire, s’occuper de la question sous reserve bien entendu que- 
les droits acquis soient respeetds. 

Quant k l’observation relative h l’existence alldgude de plusieurs postes sans utility je suis pret h 
udmettre qu’il y ait, non pas plusieurs, mais simplement quelques postes qui ne sont pas absolument 
indispensables, et le Couvernement ppurrait peut-etre examiner la question de l’opportunitc de leur 
suppression. 

En co qui eoneerne les Strangers au service du Gouvernement Lgyptien, il faut espdrer que le 
temps arrivera ou leur nombre pourra etre roduit; d’ailleurs e’est dans cette voie que le Gouvernement 
a diijii procikld en nommant des indigenes a la tete de quelques services importants. 

Depuis leur reduction a un*maximum de £ E. 2,000, les traitements des hauts fonctiommires 
dtrangers ne peuvent ctre considdres comme exagerds, car si les conditions pdcuniaires qui leur sont 
offertes dtaient encore abaissdes, il serait trds difficile de s’assurer les services d’hommes compdtents; 
quant h l’assertion du Conseil Legislatif qua situation dgale les indigenes sont moms bien traitds que 
les dtrangers, la diffdrence de traitement dont la ndcessitd est admise par le Conseil Legislatif lui- 
meme, ne parait pas ddpasser des limites roisonnables. 

Depenses Secretes, Generates, Diverses, Impre'vues. 

Il n ’est pas facile de reeonstituer d’apr&s le Budget le chiffre global de £ E. 85,000 groupd sous 
cette rubrique dans le I’apport du Conseil Legislatif, et l’on ne saurait encore moins s’expliqwei' sur 
quoi est base l’avis qu’une rdduction de £ E. 30,000 pourrait etre effectude sur cette somme. 

The'dtre Khcdivial. 

En ce qui eoneerne le thdatre Khddivial, la subvention accordde est de £ E. 5,000, en outre 
£ E. 1,000 sont consacrdes a l’entretien et i'i la conservation du matdriel. 

Une exploitation convenable ne saurait etre entreprise avec une somme moindre ; par consdquent, 
la diminution de la subvention dquivaudrait a la suppression du thdatre. PersonnellemeDt j’estime que 
l’existence du theatre Khddivial profite beaucoup au petit commerce d’une ville comme le Caire; 
quant au thdatre Arabe, jc ne vois pas d’objection a lui accorder un encouragement si le Gouvernement 
partage l’avis du Conseil Ldgislatif k cet dgard. 

Frais de De'placement. 

Au sujet des frais de ddplacement, il y a lieu d’observer que ces indemnitds correspondent aux 
depenses extraordinaires des employes qui font un service hors de leur residence, et elles forment en 
rdalitd une partie du traitement qui, en gdndral, ne semble pas suffisant pour permettre de faire face au 
surcroit des ddpenses occasionndes par des ddplacements temporaires; si les frais de ddplacement 
etaient supprimds, les employds auraient inter el, au detriment du service, a dviter le plus possible des 
tournees qu’ils considdreraient comme ondreuses. 

Travaux Publics. 

Les ddpenses pour travaux neufs et reparation des batiments de l’fitat sont loin de rdpondre aux 
besoins de 1’Administration ; il suffit de voir l’dlat deplorable ou se trouvent, dans les provinces, la 
plupart des installations des services du Gouvernement, aussi bien que les hopitaux, casernes, corps de 
garde, de police, &c., pour se convaincre qu’au lieu de diminuer les credits, il serait plutot ndeessaire de 
les augmenter. 

La proposition du Conseil Ldgislatif concernant les adjudications consiste h substituer les eneberes 
aux adjudications et ne tend i'i rien moins qu’«\ faire revivre les anciens errements qui ont donnd de si 
mauvais rdsultats; d’ailleurs, le systenie en vigneur au Ministere des Travaux Publics est celui qui est 
adoptd partout ailleurs dans les pays civilises. 

La regie etablie pour les achats, fournitures, &c., de chaque Ministdre, present d’y pourvoir au 
moyen d’adjudications; c/est en rdsumd cc que recommande lo Conseil Ldgislatif, sauf que les menus 
achats de grd ii grd devraient etre limitds a une somme de £ E. 30 au lieu de £ E. 100. 

En ce qui a trait aux travaux d’irrigation, le devis et le Rapport a l’appui sout prepares par 
l’lnspectcur, qui les soumet a la sanction du Ministere des Travaux Publics, apres avoir dans la plupart 
des cas, consultd le Conseil Provincial d’une mnniere ollicieuse, par l’intermddiaire du Moudir de la 
province; il n’y aurait certainement aucun inconvdnient a ce que cette consultation soit obligatoire dans 
tons les cas de travaux d’un intdret exclusivement local, i'i la condition, toutetois, que l’avis du Conseil 
Provincial soit purement consultatif. 

Arme'e. 

D’apres le Conseil Ldgislatif, la depense moyenne du Ddpartement de la Guerre pour chaque 
homme, serait de £ E. 34; cette dvaluation est tout ii fait inexacte; en effet, l’elfectit militaire et civil 
est de 15,782 et le montaut total des ddpenses s’dleve ii £ E. 468,453, dont il y a lieu de ddduire 
£ E. 23,483 pour ddpenses qui, quoique incorpordes au Budget du Ministdre, no font pas partie des 
■ddpenses de l’armde, savoir: allocations aux tribus amies, traitements des Aides-de-camp de Son Altesse 
le Khedive, frais d’administration de la pdninsule du Sinai, ddpenses des vapeurs et du chemin de fer 
au deld d’Assouan. 
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La d<5pense iMk> pour chaque Somme revient done 1 f E. 27 8 , chiffre qui eat i pea de otiose pris 
oelui auquel le Co.iseil Logislatif voudrait voir nuneaet t tabu, lea 

II est trfes difficile de se rente, conipte du ofit^"‘»“e darmOee^ d>or£ , aniaatlon 

elements dune comparaison exacte, ll est.in p ‘ , d t respectif • au point de vue de l’armde 

speciales a chacune delles amsi que les details de leur lj ^ P les quatrecinquidmes de l’effectif 
Egyptienne, par exemple.il ne faut P“ e J tl -aine des ddpenses considerables de 

$srsrz& ^ >* P — P —* 

suffire. sans augmentation, aux besoins de la seconde de ces deux armees. 


Police. 

. , ' • -a-.-i. ori 10 Q 0 de £ E. 34, n’est plus aujourd’hui que 


Prisons. 

II convieilt de se reporter aux diverses enqutes et Kapp™ts sur 

tZ beaucoup d’anifiliorations a iutroduirc dans ce 
service, mais ces ameliorations sont surtout une question d argent. 


Gardcs-C6tes. 

SSSrt.'' .tateo. rcsultats olitenus ; quant aux 

8“ ™^rutement tout special d'olBciors intclligouts et vigoureux; pour 

attirSSr^offl oiors if est £*-*•“ttSS 

r P rlticable™ar cesde'rniers'n^remiliraient certainement pas les conditions speciales reqvuses. 

ArmJe d' Occupation. 

r. it f „«.p ,i/,:,\ r /„ip R gntre les Gouvernements Anglais ct £gyptien, ecliappe 

dSSfe 

inscrite au Budget n’est que de £ E. 80 ,000. 


Imprimerie Nationale. 

A J* 

travaux d’impression a des dtablisscnients privts. 


Municipalite' d’Alexandrie. 

On ne voit pas bien comment la Municipalite d’Alexandrie pent faire 1 objet , de , 1 ^’ lia ^^ ll ^ anS 
examen du Budget, puisque les recettes comme les depeuscs de la Mumcipuli e . seg 

Te ne nartacre iiulleinent l’avis du Conseil Ldgislatif sur l’opportumte dabol r cette institution ses 

observations a ce sujet me paraissent d’aillcurs pen iomldra, et sans al ^ r > J p’Adn\i 11 istration Municipule 
de ce regime a toujours etc parfaite, on ne saurait sans injustice lefu t Alnvnmliin 

hS “avoir 4 rendu ot d'ftre apt. it rurnlre encore des scrv.ecs i it to v.Uo 

Bien loin d’en souhaiter la dispantion, ll semble quay, contiauc il ) « . , • * 

l’existence d’une institution qui est un premier essai d’administration locale pu ditioiis ulus 

et l’intention du Gouvemement est de continuer cette experience, quoique dans Its conditions p 

qSSon de la Municipality d’Alexandrio entrainerait en mfcne 
temps le retrait du droit de order des ressources It la ville par des impositions lccalcs. 

Domaines. 

II est bvidemment tres ddsirable de voir disparaitre le ddficit des Domaines, qui, d’aUleurs, tend Ik 
diiniuuer! ce seutimeut cat anno nul doutc parted par- PAdministmbo,,i oHc-mfime 
peut avoir conliance dans sa sagesse pour rupproclicr le moment 011 le rdsultat souhaitd pourra etre 



obtenu, tandis que le systeme prdconisd par le Conseil Ldgislatif ne parait en aucune fatjon de nature & 
faire atteindre rapidement le but propose; le Gouvemement n’est pas, du reste, absolument libre 
d’imposer ses vues d cette Administration. 


Bureau de la Traite. 

En formulant sa proposition au sujet du Bureau de la Traite, le Conseil Ldgislatif n’a pas envisagd 
suffisamment cette consequence dvidente que la suppression de ce bureau spdeial aurait tres probablement 
pour effet un renouvollenient du trade clandestin des eBclaves ; quoique l’importance effective de ce bureau 
ait heureusement diminud, ses agents ndanmoins ne sont pas inactifs; ils s’oecupent aussi de la rdpres- 
sion de la contrebande et leurs services pourraient dtre utilises dans cette merne voie, sur une plus 
grande dcbelle. 


Economies des Conversions. 

En ce qui concerne les dconomies des conversions, le Conseil Ldgislatif est mal informd en 
avamjant qu’une partie de ces fonds a ddjd dtd appliqude a la suppression de la corvde. Le Gouveme¬ 
ment, il est vrai, s’est adressd it plusieurs reprises aux Puissances pour l’emploi des dconomies rdsultant 
des conversions, mais jusqu’ii prdsent aucun accord n’a pu intervenir ce sujet. Le Gouvemement ne 
manquera certainement pas de saisir toute occasion oppoitune pour arriver it une solution favorable 
aux meilleurs intdrets du pays. 


Instruction Publiquc. 

L’importance des credits allouds en faveur de l’instruction publique dans ces dernidres anndes 
ddmontre toute la sollicitude du Gouvemement pour l’enseignemont national et ce sujet je ne suis 
pas dloignd d’admettre .avec le Conseil Ldgislatif que l’applicalion pcrsdvdrante d’un programme bien 
dtudid et conformc aux ndcessitds de l’enseignoment dans le pays, ne pourrait manquer de donner de 
bons rdsultats. 

La proposition intdressant l’Universitd d’El-Azhar se rattache it une question religieuse dans 
laquelle je ne saurais m’immiscer, mais le Gouvemement peut apprdcier si les ressources actuelles de 
l’Universitd sont insuffisantes et il lui appartient de prendre, a cet dgard, les dispositions jugdes utiles, 
des qu’il aura les fonds disponibles ndeessaires. 

Cependant toute idee d’ingdrence administrative dans cette institution etant dcartde, il parait 
difficile que le Gouvemement puisse, dans de telles conditions, accorder la forte subvention reeom- 
mandde par le Conseil Ldgislatif. 

Il me parait opportun de terminer cette note en reproduisant ici le Tableau Comparatif 
des ddpenses de TExercice 1S81 avec le chiffre de cedes qui sont prdvues au Budget 
de 1894. 


Depenses Comparatives. 

* 



1881. 

1894. 



£ E. 


Liste Civile .. .. .. .. 


356,165 

UK if {fff *4 r *- r> 

Frais d’Administration ct de Perception .. 


1,400,919 


Justice .. .. 


245,694 


Douanes ., .. ,. ,. 


66,645 


Instruction Publique .. 


72,155 


Chernies de Fer .. .. .. 


448,804 

306,258 

Depenses des Administrations do Recettes.. 


295,963 

295,612 

Secuiite Publique et Soudau Oriental .. 


726,004 

727,545 

Arrneo d’Oeeupation .. .. .. 


. , 

84,825 

Pensions .. , .. .. 


273,014 

415,000 

Tribut .. .. .. 


678,958 

005,041 

Dette non-Cousolidee .. .. .. 


409,934 

299,160 

Confce .. .. .. 



400,000 

Deficit des Domaines et Da'ira .. 


108,815 

90,000 


Il ressort de ce Tableau que les divers chefs de ddpenses de 1S81 ne represented, dans 
le Budget de 1894, d’augmentation que pour: 

L’instruction Publique, dont l’augmentation de depenses ne saurait prater h des 
critiques. 

* Eu 1831, les ddpenses des prisons etaient comprises dans les frais d’administration; pour but de com¬ 
paraison ces depenses sont egalement comprises dans la meme rubiique cn 1894. 
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LesDouanesdont" 6 ^r» ; 

- - —— obl,gato,reaveo,e 

”1?jXt^enUtion qm ^e“ 

Les pensions, dont l’accrmssement resulte app 
Le Caire, le 21 De'cembre, 1893. 


No. 5. 

sir A. moUon ,o tUe Earl of *-**-(*«“ *“"» 40 

(No. 1.) _ Constantinople, January 4,1894, 

(T61 7lSC onfidentially, that . linrof^SotiatioBS between 

Mouklitar Pasha, who presses J ^ Egypt, alleging that the Egyptian peop e 

S^oorne 3£K& ‘ho “ 

^ tto report ' 

I have sent the above to Lord Cromer. 


No. 6. 


Urd Croran ,o the Earl of RoseUry.-(.Bccaved January 8 , 1894 .) 

(No 216 ) Cairo, December 28,1893. 

My 'n’AVE the honour to 

No 160 ot yesterday's date, a copy o *e tooulal^ ^ of tho Pow or S to the 

to the foreign Representatives at Cairo, q = economies resulting from the 

employment by tie Egypt an Government f^he^ ^ creation ( reserved 
conversion of the Privileged and Dana Jan ^ ltare of Egypt, m accord^oe 

^ P "o^enaS oT S a‘specW Technical Commission to he appointed w 

tUS ^mceipt this morning of =t ^-S ^ 

I informed the Egyptian GoTC “ m cnt, " \ nt of these economies upon 

Majesty’s G^^l^^ecommendod, after consideration of the various p 
public works as might to constituted. 

proposed, by the Special Commission (Signe d) CKOMEE. 


Inclosure in No. 6. 
Tigrane Pasha to Lord Cromer. 


(Oirculaire.) Le Caire, le 27 Decembre, 1893. 

Mll01 DEPNIS plusieurs anndes le Gou ™ n .^ 

retrTnde paTe'dfl'aE, voS’C'pcrdre dans la mer, sans pouvoir toe utilises 

P0Ur La sdri^d’dtudes techniques qui ont ^ j 0 C rdscrvoirs^et do^l^canahs^ 

seule sohr^dup— ^“1* eaux pendant la erne, et, par eonsdquent, 

d'augrnenter le volume de leur ^jJi^^tcraient'S ees travaux peuvent so rfenmer 
ainsi^ffirdfs^ols cultivables; extension du systtoe d irrigation 


No. 6*. 

The Earl of Rosebery to the Marquis of Dufferin. 

(No. 12.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, January 6, 1894. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith a copy of a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Cairo,* reporting a conversation with the 
Marquis de Reverseaux on the question of the recognition of English as one of the 
judicial languages of the Mixed Tribunals in Egypt. 

I have to request your Excellency to take an opportunity of mentioning to the 
Erench Minister for Eoreign Affairs that Her Majesty’s Government no longer wish 
to press for the introduction of English as a language to be used for oral pleading or in 
giving evidence before the Mixed Courts, but that in notarial matters, especially 
in protests in maritime cases, there is serious inconvenience in the rule which excludes 
documents in English from being registered by the “ Greffiers,” and thereby renders 
such documents legally valueless against third parties. 

Her Majesty’s Government Avould hope that a proposal to this effect would have 
the support of, or at least would not encounter opposition from, the Erench Govern- 
ment. 

Should your Lordship, however, for any reason deem it inexpedient to raise this 
question at this juncture, I would beg you to inform me without unnecessary delay. 

* I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


* No. 3. 

1773] 
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Delta aux terres de la Haute-Bgypte, qui ne produisent qu’une seule fois par an, et* 
par suite, transformation des modes de culture anuuelle, et ddveloppement des rdcoltes 
de cette partie du territoire; permanence de Irrigation de manilre a assurer partout 
le ddbit d’eau ndcessaire pendant les diverses saisons, surtout dans la Basse-Egypte, 
pour les cultures estivales, qui donnent les plus riches produits. 

Dans le hut d’arriver a la realisation de ccs grandes ameliorations, qui importent, 
a un si haut degrc, a, l’avenir prosp^re de l’agriculture et du pays lui-meme, le 
Gouvernement a fait prdparer par le Ministbre des Travaux Publics, plusieurs projets 
qu’il se propose de soumettre a l’examen d’une Commission Technique, composde de 
trois ingenieurs des plus competents en pareille matiere. 

Cette Commission serait invitee a etudier la question sur les lieux memes, et elle 
devrait se reunir en Bgypte vers la fin do Edvrier prochain, au plus tard, pour eviter 
nn renvoi de travail qui, par suite des conditions particuli£res du Nil, ne serait pas 
moindre d’une annde entire. 

Cependant, avant de mettro en mouvement la Commission Technique, le Gou¬ 
vernement de Son Altessc desirerait s’assurer des voies et moyens necessaires a l’exd- 
cution du projet qui viendrait a etre adopte, et a cet egard, il pense qu’une meilleure 
destination ne saurait ctre attribute aux economics resultant de la conversion des 
Dettes Priviligice et Da'ira Sanieh. 

Ces fonds, qui s’elcvent aujourd’hui h £ E. 1,032,896, suffiraient certainement 
avec leur accroissement pendant la pdriode d’execution des travaux, a couvrir toutes 
les d^penses prdvues. 

A defaut de ce moyen, il ne resterait d’autre alternative, pour faire face aux 
ddpenses de l’cntreprise en question, que de recourir a un emprunt; mais cette corn- 
bin aison piAsenterait de serieux inconvdnients, et lc Gouvernement de Son Altesse 
estime qu’il ne serait ni sage ni opportun d’augmenter aujourd’hui le chiffrc de la 
dette. 

Yous apprdcierez certainement, Milord, l’immensc influence que les travaux 
projetes auraient sur la prospdrite du pays, et je fais un appel chaleureux a votre 
cordial appui aupiAs de votre Gouvernement, en vue d’obtenir son assentiment a 
l’emploi propose des Economies provenant de la conversion des Dettes Privilegiee et 
Daira Sanieh. 

Je me plais a espercr que le Gouvernement de Sa Majestd Britannique, dans sa 
constanto sollicitude pour les interets du pays, n’hesitcra pas a donner l’adhdsion qui 
lui est demandde par le Gouvernement de Son Altessc pour mettre en oeuvre la grande 
entreprise dont il s’agit. 

Comptant sur votre obligeance habituellc pour connaitre la d6cision quo votre 
Gouvernement voudra bien prendre a ce sujet, je saisis, &e. 

(Signe) TIGBANE. 


No. 7. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 8, 1894.) 


(No. 217.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 28, 1893. 

APTEP, the reading by Biaz Pasha of the Ministerial reply to the Legislative 
Council, a translation of which was inclosed in my despatch No. 214 of the 24th 
instant, the members of that body proceeded to the Palace, and afterwards to the 
Presidency of the Council of Ministers, to assure first the Khedive and then Biaz 
Pasha of their loyalty and devotion. 

The following is the version given by “ El Abram ” of His Highness’ reply to 
them:— 

“ I thanlc you for your patriotism, and I trust its results will prove beneficial to 
the country.” 

Biaz Pasha, on his side, is stated by the same organ to have replied:— 

“ The appearance of the Members of the Ministry in the midst of the Legislative 
Body to support the decisions which, in your patriotism, you deemed it your duty to 
adopt, and to express their regret at being obliged to postpone giving effect to spine, of 
them, shows the value attached by the Government to the views of the .Legislative 
Council, and, speaking generally, of any opinion which expresses the desires of the 
Egyptian people.” 
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« El Abram” would naturally favour to * v to Minister, and the anti- 

to the sentiments proclaimed by the Ehe £ hasize the hostile and minimize the 

English press in general is domg its utmos e p .^ to the Council; hut, 

friendly and conciliatory aspects ot toe Min 1 be en tirely accurate, there can be 

whether or not its account ofthen’respectiv P.^ of the Members of the Council 

little doubt that their s °^ h at ^ by the public as a distinct encourage- 

on the occasion referred to has t> een P f that Assembly, 
ment and sanction of the recent proceeding j have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. S. 

Lorct Cromer to the Earl of Boseler:y.-{ReceM January 8,1894.) 


(No. 220.) Cairo , December 31, 1893. 

My Lord, , , -«• 0 f the 1st instant, I have the honour to 

7 WITH i« to f nTOtom y d fg?^° u i;tions respecting the organization of the 
transmit herewith a copy of the :°alterations (indicated in rod inh ) in 
Egyptian War Office, showing ceitam S V* onco 0 f the discussion raised by 

matters of detail which were : “ trod " cei K “ u , at i 0 ns were formally sanctioned at a 
Maher Pashas recent action. Thes o M 2 6th instant, 

meeting of the Council of Ministers, which u as j havCj &c . 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 8 . 

Eeyulationsfor the Organization of the Egyptian Ministry of War. 
s „„h™?e p“n all SncTalStem 

of Einance are paramount. CTPn0 ral supervision of the Minister of 

2. The Sirdar, acting under the control ior the discipline and 

War, is in direct command of the t oops. H• 1 „ n dcr the Emulations 

lit: aSr.'S'I*' ™ -• 

War Office. He has, therefore, a ind the Sirdar, lie 

“S duties, delegated to him hy the 

Ministry of Einance, viz.: provided in the annual 

" s £or — totho 
Ministry of Einance. lit ure or for any proposed 

mdis&l ■SS'SfflW diS suh-heads of the votes for army 

8 er T) Seeing that accounts of all «penditure <*£*$*££ 3 ^ 
punctually rendered; auditing and alloy» “ account for the finance ; issuing 

hiwcJSi 1 ” rA?=“i.» .—- 1 

controlling all contracts for army services. 


• Printed in italics. 
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4 . The organization of the detail of the work of the War Office is as follows, 
viz.:— 

The Office is divided into— 

(a.) The Military Bureau, under the Adjutant-General. 

( 6 .) The Einancial Secretary’s Department, under the Einancial Secretary. 

These two branches of the War Office are subdivided in each case into two 
sections; the one dealing direct with the Minister of War on subjects detailed here¬ 
after, and the other taking the direct orders of the Sirdar on subjects also detailed 
hereafter. 

5. In the Minister of War’s branch of the Military Bureau, the work carried on 
direct with the Minister of War consists of the following 

(a.) Writing to the Cabinet of His Highness the Khedive regarding the pardon 
of officers dismissed or cashiered. 

(b.) Correspondence regarding leave granted to officers “ en disponihilite. 

(c.) Writing to the Cabinet of His Highness the Khedive for permission for 
officers to proceed abroad on leave of absence. .... . 

(d.) Correspondence regarding the placing “ en disponibilitd,’ or pension of 

officers. _ . . 

(e.) Records of service of officers “ en disponibilitd. 

(/.) Regarding pensions granted to officers and non-commissioned officers incapa¬ 
citated for service by wounds received in action. . . 

(o.) The recovery of certain sums due from officers “ en disponihilite. 

(ft.) Regulating the estates of officers, non-commissioned officers, and men killed 

in action, and who have died in the service. 

(i.) Correspondence regarding civilians or employes whose presence is required 
before the permanent General Court-martial for contravention of the Recruiting 

Regulations^ re sponden Ce with t p e Ministry of the Interior regarding the promulgation 

and execution of sentences on civilians and employes. 

(ft.) Calling out for services other than the army of men who have been 

discharged. . , . .. . 

(jf.) Investigations and inquiries relating to only sons, whether in the army or 

^^(m.) Calling up of men to replace “only sons” discharged from the army. 

(n.) Correspondence regarding the arrest of deserters. 

(o.) The calling up of men to replace deserters from military service. 

(p.) Correspondence with the Mudiriehs and the Ministry of Einance regarding 
the names of persons paying the “ rachat militaire.’ . . „ 

( 5 .) Informing the Mudiriehs regarding the arrival in Cairo of men called up tor 

Correspondence regarding heirs of deceased officers and men and their rights 

to pension. . 

(s.) Correspondence regarding ceremonials and festivals. 

(t.) The issue of discharge certificates to men exempted hy the payment ot the 

“ rachat militaire.” , „ . „ , ,. 

(u.) The issue of certificates of discharge to “ only sons in the army and police, 
(u.) The issue of certificates of discharge to men invalided from the service. _ 

The issue of certificates to men who have completed their first period of service with the 
army. 

The issue of permissions to men in this late category to marry. . 

The issue of certificates to men who have served in the army or navy, and who , having 
passed through the police , are finally discharged. 

Communications with other Ministers. 

6 . In the Sirdars branch of the Military Bureau, the work carried on consists of 
the following, viz.:— 

(c.) The command, discipline, distribution, military education, training and 
efficiency of the officers, warrant officers, non-commissioned officers and men ot the 
army and reserve. 
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(b.) Recruiting men for, and discharging men from, the army. 

(c.) The selection of fit and proper persons to he recommended to His Highness 
the Khedive for the appointment to Commissions in the army and reserve. 

id.) The selection of fit and proper officers, whether of the army or reserve, tor 
promotion for Staff and other military appointment, and for military honours and 
rGW&rds • 

(e.) Obtaining, holding, and issuing to all branches of the army, food, forage, 
fuel and light, clothing, arms, accoutrements, munitions of war, and all other stores 
necessary for the efficient performance of their duties, of proper quality and pattern, 
and in proper quantities, according to the Regulations governing the provision, 
custody, and issue of such supplies, and with exercising a strict control over the 

expenditure of such supplies. „ „ . . 

(/.) The construction, maintenance, and custody of all fortifications, works, 
buildings, and charge of all lands belonging to the War Department, and with allotting 

^ (g.) The provision and maintenance of horses and transport for the troops, and 

directing land and water transport. . , 

(A.) The collection and record of strategical and other information, including 
topography, in relation to the military circumstances of this and other countries, and 
the Sudan Bureau. 

(i.) Preparing the Estimates for all the above services. 

(j.) Reco mm ending to the Minister of War all promotions of civil employes 
attached to the army. 

In the Minister of War’s branch of the Financial Secretary’s Department, the 
work carried on direct with the War Minister consists of the following Schedule of 
Correspondence submitted to the Minister of War, for his instructions by the Financial 
Secretary, viz.:— 

(a.) Application to the Cabinet of His Highness the Khedive for civil ranks for 

^ (b.) Travelling allowance of officers in exceptional cases, and also to civilian 
employes on certain missions. 

(r.) Reut of War Office property. 

( d.) Sale of War Office property. 

( e.) Appointment of employes. 

(/.) Discharge of employes. 

(o.) Increase of pay of employes. 

(h.) Cases in dispute between the Government and private individuals concerning 
land adjoining fortifications and barracks. 

(i.) Sale of old equipment. # 

(j.) Approval of contracts for purchase of sale of supplies, material, &c. 

(k.) Leave of absence for civiliar. employes in special cases. _ 

\l.) All matters that have to be submitted to Council of Ministers. 

(,n.) Communications with other Ministers. 

8. In the Sirdar’s branch of the Financial Secretary’s Department the work 
carried on consists of the following, viz.:— 

(a.) Accounts of expenditure in connection with the sale of powder. 

(b.) Submission of contractors’ names before conclusion of contract. 

(c.) Questions relating to detail of expenditure connected with transport. 

(d.) Special questions relating to tho finance of any unforeseen military operations, 
and preparation of estimates for the same. . . . . 

(e.) Submission of the general details of the Budget, and responsibility for strict 

adherence to the same. 

9. The attached form shows in general the War Office organization. 


Article 3 (? d) requires the following explanations :— 

The Minister approves all contracts, and also knows the quantities of the various articles 
which an bought. He can at any time call for any information he requires. He can, if he 
thinks Jit, see all the warrants after payment. 
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Article 6 (g) is explained as follows :— 

The maximum price for the purchase of horses is approved by the Minister of War „ 
but the purchase in detail is left to a Remount Committee, acting under the orders of the 
Sirdar. J 

Although the communications to Ministers of difevent Departments are submitted to the 
signature of the Minister of War, nevertheless, in small affairs, the Financial Secretary, the 
Adjutant-General and Director of Supplies, can correspond with the Sub-Ministers of other 
Departments. J 



No. 9. 

Sir A. Nicolson to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 9, 1894.) 

(No. 596. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Pera, December 22, 1893. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 287 of the 4th ultimo, 
forwarding copies of telegrams which had passed with Lord Cromer relative to the 
movements of Abdullah Nedim, I have been informed that this individual has been. 
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given a situation in the Tress Bureau here. He has conjunotion mt h this 

Sou of Sheikh Djemaleddm, and X am^told « h . [ the British treatment of 
Sheikh, drew up a very inflammatory rtMarlv, which it was intended to 

Mussulmans generally, and of those ^ E 83£ Lwrims during the next pilgrimage 
circulate at Mecca among the Indian and PJ ^ before giving his sanction 

Son. The document was submitted tThe latter came to 
to its distribution, consulted some of hisadv a n consequences, the ultimate effects of 
the conclusion that its disscmination mig tberefore> reC ommended that the matter 
•which it was impossible to foresee, and tn y, 

should be laid aside, at any rate for the mom . ^ has been topped. 

^ ^ ImPenal faV ° ’ 

under the auspices of his friendly Shei . p have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


No. 10. 


Sir A. Nicolson to the Earl of Rosebery.-(Received January 9, 1894.) 

(No. 697. Confidential.) p era , December 21,1893. 

My ^'COPY of a paper pubflshed m ®rmsAttention drawn 

^ I be g leave to melose 

a summary in translation of the article. „ . -vr jy[ e ibamA who is the brother of 

The political director of the “ Clairvoyant is ^Xr was a candidate for the 
the Ottoman Minister of Mines and Agricult h a Christian, to ingratiate 

post of Governor of the ^^auou, an tbe nom i na tion to the post which he 

himself with the Palace. He ^ T ciairvovant ” has now received a subsidy 

the Mejidid of the third class. j bave & c . 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 10. 

Pricis of an Article in “ he Clairvoyant ” (“ E! Baesireh ”). 

(Traductbu^E ^ ^ qa , ou peut manger mais qu’il est difficile de 

^Sous le titre ei-dessus, Pauteur 

sagacitd politique de feu Gambetta qui,dans , i q but de no tre politique 

a lit, “ l’figypte aux Egyptians; dit lart^dm ^ ^ ^ courage pa , ce 

sur cette question. _ Il conseille cnsmte au x *JV ^ ^ £ COBur de l’Empire 

que la justice doit toujours prdvalon. Syi , pOrient Musulman et memo 
Ottoman et il n’cxiste pas un corps sans un emur. Tout LOnen^ <{ ^ payg * 

une grando partie des habitants du g Gouvernement Ottoman voulait 

sou propridtaire et allor-vous-en en pmx Sr £ ar ^S cmont , at tcndu qu0 la 
clrasser lcs Anglais do 1 %ypte, a lul ““'> £ 6o de terr0 . Or, l’Angloterre par 

force navale no saurait nen fane conti eu ex i s te nas. No voyez-vous pas que 

te™n’c S tqu'unr=&o,il yalc nom sos bateaux, prendre 

pour ramasser unite soldats elte doit mettie en mo ^ ^ ^ ^ Qibraltal . et 

quclques-uns k sa garnison to yp d avcc un grand tapage comme s’il 

cl’autres a sa garnison do Maltc, et tout c Qn d g. ait alor8 ‘ s i C ela est amsi, 

pol^oi k "t ImSk quiW mettec.sur pod un milflnn de soldate, 

—" 
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par la prudence et combat son ennemi par la diplomatic, mais lorsque le temps arrive 
n’lidsite pas de tirer l’dpee du fourreau appuy6 par toute la nation. 

Ici, dit l’auteur, nous devons ajoutcr quelques mots a l’adresse de la Prance, 
la protectricc seculaire de l’Egypte, l’amie fiddle et qui a de grands, intdrets dans 
ce pays. II nous semble que par sa negligence de coopercr pour l’expulsion des 
Anglais elle risque de perdre l’influence dont elle jouit en Lgypte et de compromettre 
les intdrets qu’elle a dans ce pays et qui datent depuis l’occupation de Napoleon I er . 
Yoilh, ajoute-t-il, le conseil amical et sincere que nous nous permettons d’adresser a la 
Prance et il conclut en accusant l’Angleterre de duplicity de contravention a l’engage- 
ment qu’elle avait pris et de ses promesses mensongercs. 


No. 11. 

Sir A. Nicolson to the Earl of Rosebery.—-(Received January 9, 1894.) 

(No. 603. Confidential.) 

Mv Lord, Pera, December 26, 1S93. 

* X HAVE been confidentially informed that the ex-Kbedive, Ismail Pasha, was 
received in lengthy private audicDce by the Sultan after a dinner which had been given 
to the United States’ Minister on the 23rd instant, and at which his Highness had 
assisted 

My informant, who, I think, is in a position to know, told me that Ismail lasha 
pressed the Sultan to reopen negotiations with England on the Egyptian question, 
or if Her Maiestv’s Government did not incline a favourable ear, to approach 
the other Great Powers on the subject. Ismail Pasha, so I was informed, 
showed His Majesty several private letters which he had recently received from Cairo, 
and which reported the increasing discontent of the higher classes of Egyptians against 
the British occupation, and also their dissatisfaction with the apparent apathy and 
indifference of the Suzerain Court in regard to Egyptian affairs. 

His Majestv is said to have promised Ismail Pasha that he would occupy lnmselt 
with the matter, and instructed the cx-Klicdive to assure his Egyptian correspondents 
that the paternal solicitude of the Caliph for his trusty Egyptian subjects would never 
fail, and that he was constantly considering what would be the best method ot treeing 
Egvpt from the presence of foreign troops. . , 

I have not been able to learn whether the Sultan has taken any action subsequent 
to the interview with Ismail Pasha, but my informant expects that His Majesty may 
very possibly once more approach Her Majesty's Government with a view of reopening 

negotiations. _, 0 

° I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


No. 12. 

Sir A. Nicolson to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received Januanj 9.) 

m^Wrnnhie I P Constantinople, January 9, 1894, 6 r.M. 

IN an interview to-day, the Grand Vizier adverted to the subject of Egypt, 
and inquired whether Her Majesty’s new Ambassador would be instructed to discuss 
this question. I said I had no information to impart. His Highness o^ived that e 
thought it might bo advantageous to discuss at Constantinople a basis fox possible 
negotiations in London. 
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No. 13. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 11, 1894.) 

(No. 198.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 1 , 1893. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of the proceedings of a Court of Inquiry 
which has recently been held to inquire into a charge of drunkenness brought by His 
Highness the Khedive against Major Judge, of the Egyptian army. 

The facts were briefly as follows:— 

About 12*30 a.m. on the night of the 21st ultimo His Highness was driving back 
from the theatre to his country house at Koubbeh, which is situated 5 or 6 miles from 
Cairo. Major Judge had been dining at the mess of the 7tli Dragoon Guards, who 
are quartered at Abbassieh, He was returning in a hired carriage accompanied by a 
civilian friend, Mr. Allen. They were were both half asleep and did not see the 
Khedive pass. Major Judge did not, therefore, salute His Highness. The Khedive 
stopped liis carriage and sent back an Aide-de-camp, who was on horseback, to take 
the names of Major Judge and Mr. Allen. 

On the following day General Kitchener received a letter, written by order of the 
Khedive, accusing Major Judge of being in the last degree of drunkenness, and 
having threatened the Aide-de-camp with a stick. 

I beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to the harsh terms of the letter, which 
is marked (A), and is attached to the proceedings of the Court of Inquiry. 

General Kitcheuer ordered a Court of Inquiry to be assembled. I asked to be 
furnished with a copy of the proceedings. I understand that, under the Queen’s 
Regulations, a Court of Inquiry into the conduct of any officer merely collects 
evidence. It docs not express any opinion. 

In General Walker’s absence, I asked the Senior Officer of the Army of Occupa¬ 
tion, Colonel Sir St. Vincent Hammick, to read the proceedings of the Court. 
Desirous also of obtaining a good legal opinion, I asked Mr. Scott and Sir Charles 
Cookson to give me their opinions on the subject. All these three gentlemen were of 
opinion that there was not a shadow of evidence in support of the charge of drunken¬ 
ness, and, in fact, that the charge should never have been brought. 

It is, I may state, the first time that so serious an accusation has been made by 
the Khedive against a British officer of the Egyptian army; but instances have been 
frequent of complaints on His Highness’ part of acts of inattention or disrespect by 
officers to himself, such as, for instance, the charge mentioned in letter (A) above 
referred to against Major Hunter, whose explanation is attached, of driving past the 
Khedive’s carriage without saluting him. 

These complaints, when investigated, have almost always been found either to 
rest on inaccurate evidence, or to be susceptible of easy explanation; but their 
recurrence is, for obvious reasons, to be regretted, and when they take the form of so 
grave a charge as that of gross drunkenness against a British officer, they cannot be 
passed by without notice. 

Accordingly, before General Kitchener submitted to the Khedive the Report of 
the Court of Inquiry, I spoke to Tigrane Pasha on the subject. I told his Excel¬ 
lency that nothing could be further from my wishes than to screen any British officer 
who had been deliberately guilty of disrespect to Ilis Highness, or of any other 
offence against military discipline, but that, on the other hand, the frequency of 
charges which were proved, on inquiry, to be unfounded, and especially the occurrence 
of such a charge as that preferred against Major Judge, made it a question whether 
some guarantee should not be taken to protect officers holding the Queen’s commission 
and serving with the Egyptian army against accusations which were at once frivolous 
and offensive. 

I at the same time called his Excellency’s attention to the exceedingly uncivil 
terms in which the Aide-de-camp’s letter to the Sirdar was written. 

Tigrane Pasha, accompanied by the Prime Minister, paid a visit to Koubbeh after 
this interview with me, for the purpose of discussing with the Khedive the incident 
above mentioned, and the result of their Excellencies’ visit was that when, on the 
following day, General Kitchener laid before him the proceedings of the Court of 
Inquiry, His Highness professed liis conviction that ho had been mistaken in his 
opinion respecting Major Judge, and expressed warm satisfaction with the general 
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behaviour of the English officers in his service. Nothing could, in fact, be more 
friendly than his whole language on the subject. I should, however*, mention that,' 
in conversation with me after he had seen the Khedive, Tigrane Pasha told me that 
His Highness still believed that Major Judge was drunk, and said that he had himself 
seen Major Judge threaten the Aide-de-camp with a stick. I regard this, however, 
as a private communication; the communication made to General Kitchener was 
official. 

Under these circumstances I propose to let the matter drop, and I hope that the 
hint which I took the opportunity of giving to Tigrane Pasha may act as a check on 
the recurrence of similar incidents. Had the Khedive assumed an unconciliatory 
attitude on the subject, it had been my intention to suggest that instructions should 
be sent to the Sirdar through the War Office to report this and any occurrences of the 
same kind to the General Officer Commanding Her Majesty’s forces in Egypt, with a 
view to its being brought before nis Royal Highness the Eield-Marshal Commanding- 
in-chief, thus taking the proceedings, as well as the final decision, out of the hands of 
the Khedive and of the Egyptian military authorities, and vesting them in those of 
His Royal Highness; but the satisfactory termination of the incident renders any 
further action for the present unnecessary. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 13. 

Proceedings of a Court of Inquiry ordered to assemble at Abdin Barracks at 10*30 a.m. on 
Friday, November 24, 1893, by order of the Sirdar, to investigate grave Allegations 
against El Bimbashi Judge, D.S.O., \st Battalion Egyptian Army, contained in a 
Letter addressed to the Sirdar from Miralai Mohammed Tewfilc, A.D.C. to His 
Highness the Khedive. 


President: 

El Miralai Wingate Bey, D.S.O. 

Members: 

El Kaimakam Maxwell Bey, D.S.O. 

El Kaimakam Frith Bey. , 

AT 10*40 a.m. the Court opens and proceeds to take evidence. 

The letter containing the allegations referred to is placed before the Court, signed 
by the President, marked (A), and attached to the proceedings. 

The order convening the Court is marked (B), signed by the President, and 
attached to the proceedings. ... 

The first witness the Court proposed to examine was the officer of His Highness 
the Khedive’s escort charged to ascertain who the officer Avas who was driving past His 
Highness on the night in question. 

This witness not being forthcoming, stops woro taken to secure liis presence with 
the least possible delay, and in the meantime the Court is adjourned. 

At 2 p.m. the Court reopens. 


1st Witness,— Mulazim Awal Ali Effendi Ahmed , His Highness the Khedive s Escort. 

Mulazim Awal Ali Effendi Ahmed, escort of His [Highness the Khedive, states 
that the orders for liis attendance at the Court of Inquiry Avere only received by him 
at 12*30 to-day, hence the delay in his appearing. He states : On the night ol the 
21st November, at 12*15 a.m., I was waiting at the Bab-el-Hassanieli m command of 
a portion of His Highness the Khedive’s escort, nis Highness the Khedive was 
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driving Lack from the opera in his phaeton; His Highness himself had the reins, 
Miralai Mohammed Bey Tewfik was sitting on His Highness left. When His 
Highness reached the Bab-cl-Hassanieh, the escort which had accompanied hi , 
consisting of seven, including the officer (and also four mounted police), returned to 
Cairo, and my section, consisting of seven, including myself, took over the escort 
duties, that is to say, two rode in front of the plmcton, three behind the Sol o 
left and myself on the right of the carriage. We were trotting out as usual, and whe 
•just opposite Ali Bey Slialiin’s house (just before the roads bifurcate) a. hired carriag 
met us coming from the direction of Abbassieli; the hood of the carriage u as thrown 
back, and I saw two persons in the carriage; they were lying on the seat .withJffieir 
feet on the box-rail, and their heads on the thrown-baclc hood. It was a bn D ht moon- 
lio-ht night, and His Highness, from the high box seat of the phaeton, could see 
perfectly well into the carriage. His Highness at once stopped the phaeton, called me 
and said, “Go at once and inquire the names of the officers driving in that-can ia e. 

I at once galloped after the carriage and called out to tlio driver to stop. He at once 
drew up. I then went up to the carriage and said, “Sirs, please give me your 
names ;” at the same moment the one on the right took Ins feet oil the box-iail got 
out of the carriage from the right side, then went round by the bacK of the cai na 0 e to 
the left where I was on mv horse. The moment I had got up to the carnage I 
recognized that the one sitting on the right was an officer; he was wearing a military 
oreatcoat, and as lie was walking towards me I saw that he had a stick in his hand 
which he was holding about the middle with the knob uppermost. He advanced a 

few _ ‘ ‘ ’ 

repeated 

unon which lie buttoned up -- — - ,, T ,. 

Bmibaslii Judge.” I said, “Of the 1st battalion?” He replied, Yes I then 
looked into the carriage again and said to the other, And your name, Sn. ^ He d d 
not answer, but gave a drunken laugh whereupon Bimbashi Judge replied, ' 
not a Government officer; he is a civilian called Mr. Allen. I said That is 
enough,” and returned to His Highness, to whom I reported exactly as I have stated 
above. As I came up to His Highness, and before making my report, His Highness 
said, “Who are tliev, and what did they do with you?” iSo further conversation 
took place, and we started oil again at a fast trot towards Kubba. Plus evidence is 
read over to tlio witness, who acknowledges as to the correctness of Ins statement, and 

adds that he has nothing further to say. , , , A . r 

The above evidence', as well as the letter marked (A), are read over to LI Bimbaslu 
Judge, who has been present in the Court since it was opened. Question by the Court 

to Bimbashi Judge. ,, . v T 

Q. Do you wish to cross-examine this witness ?— A. res, 1 no. 



* Cross-examination. 

Q. Did you report to the Khedive that you had any difficulty in ascertaining my 

nam( Q Did His Highness the Khedive suggest to you that I was drunk, or did you 
report to His Highness that I was drunk ?-A When I was explaining to His 
Highness what had occurred, and that Bimbashi Judge had a stick m his hand, His 
Highness said to me, “Yes, I saw them ; they are drunk. 

Q. Had you any personal fear that I was going to strike you at any time . Yes. 
O. Was there anything in my manner or attitude that suggested I was going to 
deal you a blow ?— A. Yes; when you came towards me you were holding up your 

stick* and your body was swaying about. . , T 

Q. Did the fact of my lying back in the carnage suggest to you that I was 

Bu the Court .—Did you personally notice anything unusual in the carriage before 
you' were sent by His Highness to inquire the names ?— A. No; I noticed nothing 

UUUS 2h/ the Court.—In your statement it is not clear that you thought Bimbashi Judge 
was going to strike you with his stick. Will you demonstrate as accurately as you 
can exactly Bimbashi Judge’s attitudes and movements with the stick?-A (Ihe 
witness explains by demonstration Bimbashi Judge s movements.) 

By the Court.—Did these attitudes and movements take place before or after you 
explained that you were sent by His Highness ? A. It was before. 
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By the Court. Did you report to His Highness the Khedive that Bimbashi Judge 
was drunk, or that Mr. Allen was drunk; or that both were drunk, or that both were 
sober?— A. No; but when His Highness remarked, “I saw them, and they were 
drunk,” I said “ Yes.” 

. By the Court. With reference to the sketch (which has been handed to the 
witness, marked (C), signed by the President, and attached to the proceedings), will 
you maik in pencil the approximate position of the occurrence ?— A, The position is 
marked in pencil. 

By the Court .—How far had the hired carriage gone past His Highness the 
Khedive’s phaeton before you managed to stop it ?— A. I should say about 150 yards. 

By the Court .—As you were galloping after the carriage did you notice the 
occupants moving ?— A. No; they did not move. 

By the Court— Are you quite satisfied with Kaimakam Prith Bey’s translation of 
what Miralai Wingate Bey has asked in English ?— A. Yes; quite satisfied. 

By the Court .—Are you quite positive that you said nothing more at the time of 
the occurrence than what is contained in your statement ?— A. I am, to the best of 
my belief. 

The cross-examination is over, and the witness withdraws. 


2nd Witness .—Major MacDougall, 1th Dragoon Guards. 

On Tuesday, the 21st November, 1893, I invited Bimbashis Judge, Hunter, and 
Mr. Allen to dine at the 7th Dragoon Guards’ mess at an ordinary guest night dinner. 
I saw my guests otf in a carriage between 12 and 12-30 o’clock. Bimbashi Judge and 
Mr. Allen drove off in the same carriage—they were perfectly sober. I was senior 
officer in the mess, as Colonel Creagh had gone to bed. Several other officers were 
present at the departure of the guests. 

There was nothing unusual to mark the proceedings of the evening, which came 
to a close on the departure of the guests. 


Bimbashi Judge. 

Bimbashi Judge, being called upon to make a statement, hands in a written state¬ 
ment, which is read before the Court, marked (D), signed by the President, and attached 
to the proceedings. 

Bimbashi Judge proceeds to call witnesses. 


3rd Witness.— Mr. J. P. T. Allen. 

Bimbashi Judge’s statement is read over in the hearing of Mr. Allen. 

By Bimbashi Judge to Mr. Allen. —State what occurred when we were driving home 
on the night of the 21st November from Abbassich ?— -A. Bimbashi Judge and I had 
been dining as guests of Major MacDougall at the 7th Dragoon Guards’ mess on the 
night of the 21st November. We left the mess about 12 o’clock or a little after. We 
were both dozing with our feet up, and when about midway betiveen where the roads 
to Abbassieli bifurcate and the Hassanich Gate I heard a horseman galloping after 
us. The driver began to stop, and I told him to drive on; but he did not do so, and 
the horseman came up on the left sido of the carriage; before, however, ho had 
reached us, and when 1 told the coachman to drive on, Bimbashi Judge said to me, 
“ No; don’t do that, I think we ought to stop.” 

Bimbashi Judge then got out of the carriage, went up to the horseman, and I 
heard them talking in Arabic. I heard the names of “Judge” and “ Allen ” given, 
but I did not understand the conversation, as I do not know Arabic. 

Bimbashi Judge then got into the carriage, and we drove off to Cairo. On 
reaching Abdin barracks we went to Bimbashi Lord Athlumncy’s room, where we 
discussed the occurrence. A few minutes afterwards Bimbashi Judge left the room, 
saying ho was going to bed, as he had an early parade the next morning. I returned 
soon after to the Continental Hotel, where I am staying. 

By Bimbashi Judge. —When I first spoke to the horseman, did I in any way 
threaten him ?— A. No; I should say not. * * 

Q. Was I drunk or sober ?— A. Sober. 
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By the Court.- Did you notice the Khedive passing ?—A. No; I was dozing and 
did not notice His Highness. , , i i carriage. did you see him 

ton take'k as A—, 

at tte horseman at any time address you pm-sonall lymj ^ 

to him. 

4th Witness.— El Bimbashi G. G. Hunter, D.A.A.G. 

SttSJta ijS 1 SS.'%2ht3Sta5 ™ to tktak he was anything hut sober. 

5th Witness.— El Bimbashi Lord Athlumney, D.A.A.G. 

SHSS&SKSrtfwas* fc “- 

Re-examination of Bimbashi Judge. 

alongside in his statement says that when the coachman was 

Wha^made you wS^cerUn StoVho^ 

WaS ’ f^Cou^.-When you.got.out of tTstikAP-i.N^ccrS^ 

notTutT^—ytnoyed at beiug Stopped on the high road by a horseman 

whom I did uot know at thaMiour^of^ttre^ni^it^ rf the yicinity of tho Khedivo?- 

officer’s queries with the greatest reac • Khedive’s escort that had galloped 

that when 1 recognized that it. was an officci ot the luieuive of 

after us, it recalled to my mind a rcc , lf asleep I did not realize that it was 
having clattered past the carriage bu g q te $ ing that the Khedive had 
His Highness until recalled to & hasize that I was perfectly 

sent him back to ask my iiamc. I w P ^ yj r Alien and I bad settled 

sober, but that on getting into the earn 0 p . , ; ’ n q ag rco - a rds my somewhat 

ourselves down to sleep during the riv ^ j 0 ftcu adopt during a long 

” beWy to provoke 

the criticism of jassers-hy. I was in mess dre^, and wraim^an oveico^ 

By the Court. -During tire being 

making your report to the Sirdar the,next rnmniu^ mu‘ P 1 V suoh J 

charged with being drunk ever occur to your a. no, * 
thing, or I would have immediately mentioned it to the Sirda . 

The first Witness, Mulazim Awal Ali Effendi Ahmed, is recalled. 

P tle fi0 „ r ,_Do you consider Bimbashi Judge was drunk or sober on the night 

ot theVlst November I—A. I do not consider that he was drunk, but m my opmi 
he had been drinking. 
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By the Court .—What grounds have you for entertaining the opinion that ho had 
been drinking ?—A. From the hurried way in which he got down from the carriage, 
the manner lie held his stick, and his generally unsteady gait, I conceived this 
opinion. 

By the Court .—In your statement you did not mention this, and you apparently 
did not report it to His Highness the Khedive*. Can you explain why you did not do 
so ? —A. As I stated before, while making my report to His Highness, His Highness 
said to me, “ Yes, I saw them, they were drunkand to that I replied “ Yes.” 

By the Court —When you spoke to Bimbashi Judge, did he hesitate in his 
replies ?— A. No, he did not hesitate at all. 

By the Court .—Was his voice that of a drunken man ?— A. No. 

By the Court .—When you Avere making your report to His Highness, you state 
that His Highness stopped you, saying “ Yes, I saw them, they were drunk.” Had 
His Highness not said this, had you the intention of reporting that Bimbashi Judge 
was drunk ?- A. No, I should only have carried out my orders, which Avere to get the 
names. 


(Signed) 


F. R. WINGATE, Miralai, President. 


J. G. MAXWELL, Kaimakam, \ 
HERBERT C. FRITH, ditto, J 


Members. 


Abdin Barracks, Cairo , November 24, 1893. 


(A.) 


(Translation from the Arabic.) 

His Excellency the Sirdar, 

After His Highness having left the opera last night, and on his way to Kubba 
Palace, near the fountain of the mother of Mohamed Ali, opposite to the mosque 
of Awlad Inan (near the railway bridge), it happened that a dog-cart passed close to 
His Highness’ carriage, and in it there Avere two of the Egyptian army officers in mess 
dress, and as they did not salute His Highness, as they should have done, but went 
on without taking any notice of His Highness, at once His Highness sent one of the 
officers of his escort to stop the dog-cart, and learn the names of these officers, Avho 
gave their names in a careless way as Bimbashi Hunter and Bimbashi Palmer 
(Playfair). 

They might be pardoned for not recognizing him, but as His Highness Avas 
driving in an official state, AA'itli escort before and behind him, and every one knows 
that no one but His Highness drives in this state, avc, therefore, see no reason for 
them to be excused, or to deny. 

Moreover, on the arrival of His Highness to the beginning of Abbassieh, opposite 
to Ali Bey Sliahin’s house, also a hired carriage passed His Highness, and in it an 
officer of the Egyptian army, but he Avas in a curious manner in the carriage, his feet 
were near the coachman, and his head Avas in the carriage, and not only lie did not 
salute His Highness, but when he Avas asked about his name, he threatened the escort 
officer with a stick he had in his hand, and it Avas proved that he was in the last 
degree of drunkenness, and with groat difficulty his name Avas knoAvn to be Bimbashi 


Judge. 

If avc ask pardon for tins officer because he was in a great state oi drunkenness, 
which made him lose all feelings, also made him lose the knowledge of his official 
duties and manners, but, on the other hand, your Excellency can see that a field- 
officer like this, av1io is an example to junior officers, should not give up himself to 
excess of drunkenness Avhile in military uniform, and as what has happened from 
these three officers is against civilization, and contrary to military regulation, I have 
been ordered by ffis Highness to put these irregularities before you to consider, and 
let me knoAv of the result to lay it before Ilis Highness. 

(Signed) MOHAMMED TEWFIK, 


November 22, 1893. (Sealed.) 

(Signed) F. R. Wingate, 

Miralai, President. 


Cairo, November 24,1893. 
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HI Miralai Wingate Bey, 

an Aide-de-camp of His Highness the Khedive 

containing grave allegations against El Bimbasln Judge. 

Your Court is assembled to inquire into these. ^ 

(Eor Adjutant-General), __ rTO 

November 24,1893, tSigaaed) B. B. LEWIS, A. . - 

(Signed) E. R. Wingate, 

' ° Miralai, President. 

November 24,1893. 


After Head-quarter Order (Local) of November 23,1893. 

A Court of Inquiry wiU .assemble at Ahdin Barracks at 10 30 a* to-morrow to 
inquire into a matter which will he brought hefoie it. 

; n SZtt B.S.O., BlKaimakam Krith Bey. 

(Signed)* G. HUNTER, D.A.A.G. 

Cairo, November 23,1893. 

(Signed) E. R. Wingate, 

v to Miralai, President. 

November 24,1893. 


BODGE Sketch showing approximate Position ^^“^“^"‘Highne^the 
mark of tbe witness Mulazim Awal All Bttencu Anmeu, lx & 

Khedive's escort. [Not printed/) 


* Statement of El Bimbashi Judge. 

Su&tM: We had been dliing with the to Abtassieb 

About half-way or less from the pointJ*®" b ’'V^Tstoled by a horseman, 
and to the Polygon and the Hassamcli'Gate «c arabcah w,\ r beab y witb my legs 
who asked who we were. I was at the time sitting back m m ^ ^ ^ 

up, dozing. The coachman stopped the araheah, ant &()m myso lf. 1 was 

speak to the horseman, who was on the far side tc d. He then told me 

annoyed at being stopped, and asked ] " ra him as an officer. I 

that the Khedive wanted my name so l ^vc it lnm mco e name . Ho said 

gave him my name and regiment; I also gave him 

the occurrence on the Abbassieli Road. 1 ® f , d B weT1 t off to his hotel. 

t0 the 

■“?-* good-night 

Huntw.^m^hned^ddi^SjlBmbashr^n^AthlumnDy, who I saw when 1 'came home, 
and Mr. J. Allen, who was with me m the arabeah. 
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I have heard the statement of Mulazim Awal Ali Effendi Ahmed, and agree 
with it, except that I deny absolutely that I in any way threatened him; I also deny 
that I was drunk. His remark with regard to Mr. Allen’s drunken laugh is untrue. 
He asked Mr. Allen his name, but Mr. Allen could not answer him, as he does not 
speak Arabic. 

I wish to add to my statement that I did not know that the Khedive had passed 
till the officer came and asked for our names. 

(Signed) SPENSER E. GEORGE, 

Bimbashi, lsJ Battalion 


(Signed) E. R. Wingate, 

Miralai, President. 


Cairo, November 24,1893. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 13. 


Report. 

The Adjutant-General, War Office, Cairo, November 22, 1893. 

I BEG to report to you the following occurrence, with the request that it may be 
laid before the Sirdar. Last night I was driving from Abbassieh to Abdin; on 
turning the corner of the road which leads up to the station I saw in front of me 
horses approaching. Time, midnight. The thought at once came across me that 
possibly they were the horses of His Highness the Khedive. At once, therefore, I 
took a pull at my horse to stop him. Before I could make any appreciable difference 
in his pace—he was going fairly fast—a carriage passed, which, I presume, contained 
TTia Highness the Khedive. Immediately after the carriage had passed a native 
officer rode up to my trap and asked for my name and that of the officer with me, 
Bimbashi Playfair. I gave him at once the information he desired. I respectfully 
beg to request that the matter be inquired into. 

(Signed) G. HUNTER, Bimbashi. 


No. 14. 

The Marquis of Dufferin to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 13.) 

(No. 16.) 

My Lord, Paris, January 12,1894. 

IN accordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 12 
of the 6th instant, I yesterday submitted to M. Casimir-Perier in a general way the 
suggestions contained in Lord Cromer’s despatch No. 213 of the 13th ultimo. 

M. Casimir-Perier did not seem quite to understand the gist of the proposals, so 
to-day I have forwarded him a pro-memorid on the subject. His Excellency promised 
to consider the matter, though he observed that the Erench Government was naturally 
very anxious to maintain the supremacy of the Erench language in Egypt, as I under¬ 
stood him to say, “ for the sake of perspicuity.” He took a note of my observations, 
which he received in a friendly spirit, and promised to let me have a reply in due 
course. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) DUEEERIN and AVA. 


No. 16. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—-(Received January 15.) 


My Lord, Cairo, January 1,1894. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I learn from Mr. Hamilton 
Lang, English Controller of the Daira Sanieh, that at a meeting of the Superior 
Council held yesterday the revised Estimates for the current year were examined and 


approved. 

[773] 
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A surplus of £ EL UM 

well as £ E. 48,258 to the Caisse de la Dette as tne economy 

Daira Debt in 1890. j have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. 16. 

Lori Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery. -(Received January 18.) 

(No. 3.) Cairo, January 4,1894. 

My mffl reference to my despatch No. 216 of 

to inclose herewith a copy of a note whic . . of 3 j er Majesty’s for their 
conveying the thanks of the Egyptian Government crea ti 0 n of reservoirs and 

consent to the proposed application of the economies to the creation 

works of public utility in Upper Egypt. j have> &c , 

(Signed) CROMER 

Inclosure in No. 16. 

Tigrane Pasha to Lord Cromer. 

Le Caire, le 4 Janvier, 1894 ; 

Milord, . ,. , j__ q if, (l^neche du 28 Ddcembre dernier, 

YOTRE Seigneurie a bien y 0 jj u > iest f| a Reine consent h ce queues 

Snomta proveu^it dt ctaNB toh 

reconnaissant de vouloir bien Alt se pour son adhesion h l’exdcution de 

remerciemcnts du Gouvemement de Son Altesse pom 

travaux devant si grandement profiter a 1 E 0 ypte. Veuillez, &c. 

(Sign6) TIGRANE. 


No. 17. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery. -(Received January 20.) 

(No. 6.) Cairo, January 20, 1894. 

(Tel 1g£tL£* telegram sent by General Kitchener from Wady Haifa has been 
communicated to me by General Walker:— 

•• Telegram from Sirdar, ^ ** 

“Communicate the following message to lord Cromer and Majoi - General 

Wal ^aftemoou His Highness the Khedive on 

: irnssn sas vsS-i sBr =?s £ 

frontier that he to continually ^^“P/^V^cuiminating point of a series of 
English officers, and lus language to-day . His Highness’ remarks 

““ 

and credit. 
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“Thereupon the Khedive became very cordial, and begged me repeatedly to 
withdraw my resignation. 

“ I told His Highness that if English officers were to be rebuked in this public 
manner their position in this country would become almost untenable, and that if this 
state of things continued I should be quite unable to obtain the services of competent 
officers in the Egyptian army. His Highness assured me that he treated the English 
and native officers alike, and bad no intention of abusing the former specially. 

“ The Khedive eventually assured me that he had entire confidence in me, and I 
gave him to understand that I would not persist in my resignation, though I did not 
absolutely withdraw it. 

“ His Highness excused himself on the plea of indisposition from attending the 
dinner which was afterwards given to the officers. 

“ I trust that my action will meet with Lord Cromer’s approval.” 

I have replied to the Sirdar in the following terms :— 

“ Your action has my entire approval. You may, if you think it advisable, tell 
the Khedive that I have learnt with great regret of the manner in which he has 
spoken of the Egyptian army, whose efficiency is undoubted, and that I have reported 
the matter to the Eoreign Office. 


No. 18. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 21.) 

(No. 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, January 21, 1894. 

I AM in receipt of a telegram from General Kitchener, dated the 20th instant, 
stating that the native officers and troops at Wady Haifa have been greatly impressed 
by His Highness’ demeanour. The feeling appears to bo one of deep disappointment, 
but, at present, it is not easy to gauge it correctly. 

His Highness has to-day behaved in a conciliatory manner to every one. 


No. 19. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 5.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, January 21,1894. 

I HAVE received your telegram No. 6 of the 20th instant, reporting the 
disparaging remarks made by the Khedive to the Sirdar and the English officers 
commanding at Wady Haifa on the state of the Egyptian army. 

You will tell the Khedive that I regard tliis as very serious. It appears to have 
become a deliberate practice with His Highness to insult British officers. Her 
Majesty’s Government cannot allow this. Even if they were to do so, the British 
nation would not. The removal of Maher Pasha, who is a bad adviser, a cause of 
strife, and an obstacle to harmonious co-operation, and the issue of an order of the 
day in commendation of British officers and the army, is the only reparation which, in 
my opinion, the Khedive can make. In the event of his refusing to give just satis¬ 
faction stringent measures must be considered, which will have the effect of placing 
the Egyptian army more directly under the control of the British Government, and 
will afford protection to British officers from injurious treatment. I should at the 
same time place the public here in a position to realize the situation, by publishing 
the various instances of insult which have recently occurred. 


No. 20. 

Sir A. Nicolson to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 22.) 

(No. 6. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, January 9, 1894. 

AT an interview which I had "to-day with the Grand Vizier, his Highness 
suddenly asked me if I thought that Sir P. Currie would have any instructions to 
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treat with the Sublime Porte regarding Egypt. I replied that I should, doubt it, but 
that I was quite ignorant of any instructions which .your Lordship might see fit to 
furnish to the Ambassador. Moreover, your Lordship had, on a previous occasio , 
given the Porte to understand very clearly that negotiations m regard to E e ypt we 
r take place in London, and not in Constantinople I was. further under the 
impression that the question had been closed. His Highness said he thought a basis 
forfeiture negotiations in London might advantageously be discussed in Constantinople. 
I told him it was useless questioning me on the subject, as I could afford him 

information, and the subject then dropped. „ 

Erom the inquiry of the Grand Vizier, it would seem as if the representations of 
the ex-Khedive Ismail Pasha and of Moukhtar Pasha were reviving the desire of the 

Sultan to reopen negotiations. I have &c 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


No. 21. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery. —(Received January 22.) 

(No. 6.) Cairo, January 10,1894. 

y I^HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch from Her 
Maiestv’s Consul at Suakin, giving particulars respecting the recent battle between 
the 3 Italians and Dervishes near Agordat, and respecting the alleged projects of the 

^^wr^rLM^m^bser^rthat m the postscript to this despatch Mr. Barnham 
states that the Italians will perhaps find it necessary to occupy Kassala in themterest 
of their trade. I do not know whether this is a mere conjecture on Mr. Barnham s 
part or whether it is based on any positive information, but I have mstructed bmi by 
tel^raph to keep me informed should he hear anything which could lead him to 
suppose that the Italians contemplate an advance on Kassala. ^ ^ &c 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 21. 

Consul Barnham to Lord Cromer . 

_ , Suakin, January 1,1894. 

My ALTHOUGH it is probable that you will have already received full particulars 
of the battle which has taken place between the Italian Irregulars and Dervishes, I 
beg to gL your Lordship the substance of a telegram on the subject which was received 
by 8 the Governor of Suakin from the Acting Governor at Massowah, and published the 

Of 10,000 Dervishes from Kassala was marching towards 
Affordat on Ktor Baraka, where the Italians have a strongly built fort, troops were 
sent to that place in all haste, and a total force of 2,500 Basln-Basouks composed of 
Ahvsshiians and Beni-Amers, commanded by 50 Italian officers, engaged the Dervisnes 
ra y potat between Agordat and Kufit on the 21st ultimo. The Dervishes were routed 
with lmavy loss in men, with the loss of their Emir, wo guns, and sixty flags The 
Italians admit that their own casualties were considerable, but only thiee Italian 

Offl0 ' Thetiesence of this large Dervish force at Kassala is explained in this way 

Seven or eight months ago, Zeki Tummal, Emir of Kassala, was rnvitcd by the 
Khalifa to Omdurman, and was employed by him on active service south of Khartoum. 
This Emir became so popular at Omdurman that lie excited the jealousy of the Khalif , 
who eventually had him put to death, hut the discontent ot his followers and the 
imminency of a revolt compelled the Khalifa to divert their attention by sending 

tUem itk believod^^&om information received some time ago, hut since confirmed, 
that the Khalifa has planned a double campaign during this spring, that he would send 
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a large army against Wady Haifa, but that a fourth of his entire army would be placed 
under the orders of Osman Digna, to be employed against Toear. It is possible that 
so marked a success as this recent Italian victory may alter these arrangements, but 
Osman Digna, who had for some months been living quietly on the Atbara, left for 
Omdurman three weeks ago, and we must expect at least a renewal of raiding when 
he returns. At present the country is perfectly quiet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY D. BARNHAM. 

P.S.—The mail from Massowali has arrived, and from the passengers I learn that 
further fighting is expected. Trade was open between Massowah and Kassala until 
the arrival of the Dervish force, and now the Italians will perhaps find it necessary to 
occupy Kassala in the interest of trade, through which alone they can hope to make 
the Colony pay the cost of administration. 

H. D. B. 


No. 22. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 22.) 

(No. 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, January 22, 1894. 

WITH reference to the remarks which I made in the latter portion of my despatch 
No. 198 of the 1st December, I think that, in the present condition of affairs, it 
would be a good thing if General Walker were to instruct General Kitchener that, in 
future, any serious cases of complaint against British officers are to be reported to him, 
and that he will inquire into them in exactly the same manner as if the case were one 
.affecting an officer of the Army of Occupation. 

(Confidential.) 

I have received a private letter from His Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge 
on this subject, to which I have replied by the last mail. I would recommend, under 
the circumstances, that His Royal Highness should take this step at once, by telegraph. 
This would show the opinions of the military authorities in England, and would probably 
render a solution of the present question easier. 


No. 23. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery,—(Received January 22.) 

(No. 9.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, January 22, 1894. 

IN reply to questions which I addressed to General Kitchener, I have received 
from him the following telegram :— 

“ The feeling amongst the troops at Wady Haifa is most acute, and I consider that, 
unless your Lordship contemplates Buch serious action as would render my presence in 
Cairo necessary, I should at once return to Haifa. I do not think that the good 
relations between the English and native officers is impaired ; hut it is, 1 feel, absolutely 
essential that, for the next few days, Lloyd and I should be on the spot to use our 
personal influence. The injudicious manner in which the Khedive made comparisons 
between the different battalions has aroused a great deal of feeling which may have 
serious results. It is impossible to speak definitely respecting Maher Pasha, but the 
Khedive, while speaking disparagingly of the condition of the army, referred to him 
frequently, and was encouraged by him. In my opinion, Maher Pasha has had a 
distinctly pernicious influence on the Khedive during his recent visit to the frontier; 
but I believe that the cause of His Highness’ recent attitude has been his dislike of 
British officers in the Egyptian army, and a wish to injure their prestige with the natives, 
coupled, perhaps, with a desire to contradict the statements of Moukhtar Pasha. 

“I have not thought it advisable, in the present state of affairs, to make any 
communication to the Khedive in the sense of your Lordship’s message. 

“ I am sending full details by letter.” 

On receipt of the above I communicated the chief points of your Lordship’s 
instructions by telegraph to General Kitchener, leaving it to his discretion whether to 
[773] P 
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communicate them to the Khedive or not. I told him also that it was for him to judge 
whether it was more necessary for him to return to Wady Haifa or to come to Cairo; 
adding that he had better return to Wady Haifa if he had any fears of a disturbance. 


No. 24. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 22.) 

(No. 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, January 22, 1894. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 5,1 have the honour to report 
that I have spoken very strongly to Riaz and Tigrane Pashas in the sense suggested by 
you. I laid stress on the gravity of the occasion, and urged them to persuade His 
Highness to concede the two points, viz., the issue of an order of the day and the 
removal of Maher Pasha. On their observing that the Khedive’s language might 
possibly have been misunderstood, I told their Excellencies that I could hold out no hope 
that Her Majesty’s Government would be satisfied with mere verbal explanations, and 
that the satisfaction proposed was the least we could accept. 

They will place themselves in communication with the Khedive on this matter. 


No. 25. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 22.) 


(No. 11.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, January 22, 1894. 

IN answer to the inquiries contained in your Lordship’s telegram No. 6, I have the 
honour to state that General Kitchener is, I believe, at Assouan. The Khedive, before 
receiving any communication from the Ministers, left Assouan this afternoon at 
4 o’clock. 

I cannot say at present whether the Sirdar made any communication to the Khedive 
in consequence of my telegrams to him. 

According to His Highness’ original intentions, he will not return to Cairo till the 
3rd February, and though I should much like to speak to him myself, the delay is too 
long. His Highness has several times changed his programme, and nothing definite is 
known of his future movements. 

It is probable that by to-morrow or next day I shall be better able to judge as to 
the further action which may be necessary. 


No. 26. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 6.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, January 22, 1894. 

I HAYE received your telegram No. 9 of to-day’s date, reporting the reasons why 
the Sirdar thinks his immediate return to Wady Haifa necessary. I do not quite 
understand where he is. If, as I suppose, he is travelling hack to Cairo with the 
Khedive, it would be best for him to return to Wady Haifa. I should wish him first 
to inform His Highness that I have requested you to make a communication to him, 
but this is a matter of detail. The important point, in my opinion, is that unless the 
Khedive’s return be too long delayed, you should yourself make to His Highness 
the communication contemplated in my instructions to you. 
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No. 27. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery .—(Received January 23.) 

(No. 12.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. . . Cairo, January 23, 1894. 

1 HAVE received the following telegram from General Kitchener, dated from 
Assouan, the 22nd instant 

“On saying good-bye to the Khedive, who is now leaving, I told him that the state 
of things at Wady Haifa was serious. He replied that he neither could nor would move 
in the matter, that he was within his rights in acting as he had done, and that the army 
was. m the opinion both of himself and Riaz Pasha, most important. He refused to 
modify m any way the displeasure which he had expressed at the condition of the Wady 
Haifa garrison, and said that, if the British officers could not remain in his army, the 
question would then become a political one, but they must do as they please. 

“ His Highness is going down the river as fast as possible, and it would almost 
appear that he had received news from Cairo. His attitude, which was conciliatory 
yesterday, seems to have changed. 

“ In any case, Maher Pasha should be removed from his post as Under-Secretary of 
State for War. He has undoubtedly been making use of his influence here to intrigue 
with the officers.” & 

Your Lordship will perceive that, in his conversation with the Khedive, Kitchener 
Pasha only spoke of the “serious state of things at Wady Haifa.” Owing to a block on 
the telegraph line, I understand that there was a delay in communicating my telegrams to 
General Kitchener, and I do not yet know the extent to which His Highness has been, 
put in possession of the views of Her Majesty’s Government. 


No. 28. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 23.) 

(No. 13.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. _ > Cairo, January 23, 1894. 

THE Sirdar, I am now informed, had not received my telegrams, acquainting him 
with the intentions of Her Majesty’s Government, at the time of the Khedive’s departure 
from Assouan. I am also in a position to state that His Highness had, at that time, 
received no communication from the Egyptian Ministers. 

I have had interviews with Tigrane and Riaz Pashas again this morning. The 
former read to me the telegram which they had forwarded to His Highness. This 
telegram gives a full and, as far as I can gather, an accurate account of my communica¬ 
tion to them. 

No advice is tendered by the Ministers; they merely ask His Highness for 
information. 

I pointed out strongly that it was the duty of the Ministers to tender advice to the 
Khedive, the more so, on account of his want of experience and youth. Both Riaz and 
Tigrane Pashas stated that they would follow my advice on this matter as soon as they 
were in receipt of His Highness’ account of the occurrence. 

The President of the Council will probably proceed up the Nile to interview His 
Highness, in case the latter’s answer is unsatisfactory. 

I took the opportunity of explaining to Riaz Pasha the difficulty of preserving 
discipline in a Mahommedan army, commanded by Christian officers, if the Head of the 
State, being himself a Mahommedan, showed a want of confidence in and dislike of his 
officers, and stirred up strife in the army. 

The seriousness of the incident is evidently realized by the Cabinet, and I am of 
opinion that they will give prudent advice to His Highness. 








Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.— (Received January 23.) 


fTeWranhic ) P. Cairo, January 23, 1894 

I AM in receipt of telegraphic news from the Sirdar to the effect that it is generally 
believed, on the frontier, that His Highness journeyed southwards with the deliberate 
object of obliging the British officers to resign their posts in the Egyptian army. 

General Kitchener is also of opinion that the Khedive still hopes that his purpose 
will be attained, and he founds his opinion on the fact of His Highness refusing, during 
his interview with him yesterday, to take any steps to dimmish the strain of the present 

situation, g^jar believes tbat unleS s the Khedive submits to the terms required of him, 
the present tension is likely to continue. 


No. 30. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 23.) 

^r°i" ^l VI P Cairo, January 23, 1894. 

( INcoiversation with the German and Austrian Consuls-General, I have told them 
the nature of the present state of affairs here, and have exp amed to them the instructions 
which I have received from your Lordship. I have added that all depends on the 
attitude taken up by the Khedive, but that I shall do my utmost to bring about a settle¬ 
ment of the question. 


No. 31. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.— (Received January 23.) 

/m°|' 16 '^ i .•„ \ P Cairo, January 23,1894. 

^ G TRECEIVED this afternoon a visit from M. de Reverseaux, who came to inquire 
whether 1 could give him any information as to the present state of affairs. 1 told him 
to main^facts of the case. 7 In reply, he said that his advice to the Egyptian Ministers 

would he to exercise moderation. 

(Confidential) ^ ^ ftom ^ , hear llllt the french and Russians are inudi annoyed at 
the Khedive’s folly, and do not at all want to bring about a serious crisis. 


No. 32. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.— (Received January 23.) 

(^°* . . \ p Cairo, January 23, 1894. 

( WIT Reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 7, I have the honour to state that 
the instructions which General Walker is sending to Bngadier-Geneial Kitchener have 
been officially communicated by me to Tigrane Pasha. 
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No. 33. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 4.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, January 23, 1894. 

AT an inspection of the garrison held by the Khedive at Wady Haifa, great 
discontent was caused hy the disparaging manner in which His Highness publicly 
spoke of the troops. This incident has followed closely upon Moukhtar Pasha’s visit 
to the same place, and was perhaps the consequence of the very complimentary 
remarks made by that officer at the time. 

I regard this matter as serious. If discipline and good spirit are to be main¬ 
tained, it will be absolutely necessary for the Khedive to retract those damaging 
observations, which are entirely at variance with the opinion of the Sultan’s Commis¬ 
sioner, an officer of the highest experience and reputation. 

I consider it desirable to place you in possession of this information, in case the 
Sultan should think fit to vindicate the authority of his Representative as against the 
Khedive, or in the event of your being interrogated on the subject. 


No. 34. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , January 23, 1894. 

IN accordance with the proposal contained in your telegram No. 8 of the 22nd 
instant, instructions have been sent to General Walker as to the procedure to be 
adopted in future in the case of serious complaints against British officers serving in 
the Egyptian army. 


No. 35. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 24.) 

(No. 18.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, January 24,1894. 

AN answer has been received from the Khedive to the telegram sent by the 
Ministers, mentioned in my telegram No. 13. As it has not been communicated to me, 
it is no doubt unsatisfactory. I have not pressed the Ministers to show it to me; I 
think they are very wise not to do so. The Prime Minister leaves for Upper Egypt this 
evening to consult with His Highness. I have embodied your Lordship’s instructions 
(somewhat softening a few of the expressions) in a semi-official letter to Tigrane Pasha. 
I ended my letter with an earnest appeal, on my own account, based on my long 
experience of Egyptian affairs, impressing on the Khedive and his Ministers the 
necessity of immediately yielding to the two demands of Her Majesty’s Government, the 
refusal of which might entail serious consequences. 

Riaz Pasha will, I feel sure, do his utmost to bring about a settlement of the 
question. 

With regard to the manner of dealing in future with cases of complaint against 
British officers, Riaz and Tigrane Pashas earnestly beg me to withdraw the official note 
which I addressed to the latter, and to which I alluded in my immediately preceding 
telegram. I consented to do this for the present, in order to give a proof of my good¬ 
will, and my desire to do nothing which would make their position more difficult. I 
added, however, that they must take note of the fact that I had verbally communicated 
to them the instructions which General Kitchener had received, and that I reserved to 
myself the right to make an official communication at any future time on the subject. 

The Sirdar telegraphs that his presence at Wady Haifa is imperatively necessary, 
and has returned there from Assouan. 

[773] Q 
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r o-m unable as vet to prophesy how the incident will terminate. Up to now the 
, , . r T>: az pasha and the rest of the Ministers has been very satisfactory. No 

behaviour of Kiaz Fasn r the Khedive except Kiaz Pasha, and the 

StL of Te quLtn d“Lds for the moment entirely upon whether he cnn induce 
the Khedive to yield to the demands of Her Majesty s Government. 


No. 36. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Cromer . 


m?°i’ 8 ‘^ V- \ p Foreign Office, January 24,1894. 

(Telegraphic^ P. tel No . 15 of the 23rd instant and I approve the 

commuS made ly your Lrdship to your Adrian and German colleagues 
regarding the situation created by the Khedive s attitude. 


No. 37. 


Lord Cromer io the Earl of Rosebery.— {Received January 26.) 


{No. 19.) Cairo, January 26,1894. 

( Tele f ri WRITTEN Report on the frontier incident from Brigndier-aeneral Kitchener 
evidence now received has left on my g Khedive has undoubtedly 

gs mmmm 

been per to ,. ., p Ush officers His Highness showed no honour whatever, 

Murat Wells. 

■(Secret.) considers that the effects on the army of the Khedive’s action may 

EiS" ssX". MSW2 zsits 

DOt mVrnorcrneM Sment will, I think, be required to cope with the whole 
situation. 
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No. 38. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.-—{Received January 26.) 


(No. 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, January 26,1894. 

1 HAVE just received a visit from Tigrane Pasha, who came to show me a telegram 
he had received from the Prime Minister. An order of the day, of which I have seen 
the text, and which appears to me satisfactory, will be issued by the Khedive. 

His Highness, moreover, promises to transfer Maher Pasha to another post as soon 
as one of equal importance to that which he now occupies can he found for him by the 
Government. 

I informed the Minister for Foreign Affairs that, without previously referring the 
matter to your Lordship, it was impossible for me to accept the latter part of this 
solution. I would, however, venture to recommend that, on condition that not more 
than a month elapses before the transfer is effected, we should accept this solution. I 
should be glad if your Lordship would favour me with an early reply by telegraph. 


No. 39. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—{Received January 26.) 


(No. 14.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Rome, January 26, 1894. 

M. BLANC has informed me that he has telegraphed instructions to the Italian 
Agent at Cairo, giving the Italian Government’s adherence to the extension of the 
system of Mixed Tribunals in Egypt for a period of five years, and also the agreement 
of his Government to the Egyptian interpretation of Article 9. These instructions 
were telegraphed on the 17 th instant. 


No. 40. 


The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 9.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. * Foreign Office, January 26, 1894. 

I SHALL not oppose the solution proposed in your telegram No. 20 of to-day’s 
date if you see strong local reasons for accepting it at once, and think you have 
sufficient guarantee of good faith. My own view would be to take advantage of the 
present position in order to insist on Maher Pasha’s instant dismissal and the substitu¬ 
tion of a satisfactory successor, while Maher might be promised an appointment of 
.equal rank later on, in which he would not have the same opportunities of doing harm. 
If we allow this opportunity to slip, we are likely to have a fresh crisis over Maher a 
month hence, when the pressure of this moment is removed. 


No. 41. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—{Received January 27.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, January 27,1894. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, with reference to your telegram 
No. 9 of yesterday’s date, that an arrangement has been come to between Tigrane 
Pasha and myself to the effect that, until a suitable post can be found for Maher Pasha, 



that functionary shall be given leave of absence from his duties. In this manner, Maher 
Pasha will not return at all to the Ministry of War. We have decided, moreover, that 
the person who is appointed in his Excellency’s place shall be some one whose appoint- 

ment will meet with my approval. , 

Your Lordship may thus, I think, consider the incident at an end. 


No. 42. 

Sir A. Nicolson to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 27.) 

rreleLraTihic.') P. Constantinople , January 27,1894, 5*50 P.M. 

^ MOUKHTAR PASHA’S telegram to the Porte states that the Khedive made a 
mistake in wounding the feelings of the Egyptian army, but the terms of message are, 
I am told, rather vague. The Sultan has as yet given no instructions as to what answer 
should be sent to a telegram from Rustem Pasha, which, I learn, is practically to the 

same effect as your Lordship’s telegram No. 4 to me. 

I have not yet touched on the matter, as nothing has been said to me , it your 

Lordship should think it desirable, I will, however, do so. 

I have communicated the above to Lord Cromer by telegraph. 


No. 43. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Cromer. 

fTdegralhic.') P. Foreign Office, January 27, 1894. 

I HAVE received your telegram No. 21 of to-day’s date reporting the proposal of 
your Prench colleague to record in an exchange of notes the arrangement relative to 
the use of the English language for notarial purposes in the Mixed Courts, bo long 
as t^ terms of th? notes dS not bind Her Majesty’s Government m the future, I seeno 
objection to the proposal. 


No. 44. 

'The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Cromer. 

fTeleeraohic.l P. Foreign Office, January 29, 1894. 

I HAVE received your telegram No. 22 of the 27tli instant, reporting the 
arrangements made with regard to Maher Pasha. I congratulate your Lordship on 
the satisfactory manner in which the recent difficulty is brought to an end. 


No. 45. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 30.) Foreign Office, January 31, 1894. 

t HAVE received your despatch No. 6, Confidential, of the 9th instant, stating 
that the Grand Vizier had inquired whether Sir P. Currie would be furnished with any 


Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received January 27.) 

(No. 21.) 

(1 elegraphic.) P. Cairo, January 27, 1894. 

M. HE REVERSEAUX, from whom I have to-day received a visit, has informed 
me that the Government of the Republic are disposed to agree to the recognition of 
English as an official language in the Mixed Courts in so far as relates to notarial acts, 
but that they will be glad to have a more precise definition of the nature of our 
proposals. I have requested Her Majesty’s Consul-General and Judge at Alexandria 
to draw up an Article to this effect. 

The French Consul-General suggested, moreover, that an exchange of letters 
should take place between us, whereby the fact would be put on record that the 
original proposal which involved placing English on the same footing as French and 
Italian had been replaced by the present one. In reply, I informed my French 
colleague that I saw no objection to this procedure, but that it must be understood 
that I could in no way bind Her Majesty’s Government not to raise this latter 
question again at some future time, albeit they had no present intention of so doing. 


No. 43*. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, January 29, 1894. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 11 of the 27th instant, relative to the 
incident at Wady Haifa, I have to inform you that the Khedive has now complied 
with our requirements. You need not, therefore, allude to the incident unless you are 
spoken to about it. 
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instructions to treat with the Porte regarding Egypt, and I approve your reply to His 
Highness on the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 46. 


Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 5.) 

(No. 15.) 

My Lord, Cairo, January 26, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I have received information 
from Brigadier-General Kitchener, under yesterday’s date, to the efEect that the 
Khedive presented robes of honour to Beshir Minshetta Beshari and Ammar. 

Minshetta Bey was condemned to death by a Military Tribunal in 1888 for dis¬ 
loyalty towards the Egyptian Government and complicity with the Dervishes, but was 
eventually pardoned after two years’ imprisonment. He was, however, forbidden to 
proceed south of Luxor. His Highness took him up the Nile on board his yacht. 

The Khedive, on the other hand, omitted to show any honours to several Sheikhs, 
who are especially in the confidence of the British officers. Amongst these are Ahmed 
Bey Khalifa and Abdul Azina, members of the Khalifa family, the head of which was 
killed by the Dervishes a short time ago in the defence of the Murat Wells. 

The Khedive’s action in this matter was, in General Kitchener’s opinion, dictated 
by Maher Pasha. 

The Sirdar is of opinion that Ahmed Bey and Abdul Azim should receive some 
token of distinction, but I shall take no steps in this matter until I have seen General 
Kitchener. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. 47. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 5.) 

(No. 16.) 

My Lord, Cairo, January 26, 1894. 

TIGRANE PASHA called on me to-day to show me a telegram which he had 
received from Riaz Pasha, and the text of which I have the honour to inclose. I con¬ 
sider the reply to be on the whole satisfactory. 

Your Lordship will perceive that the Khedive reserves to himself the right of 
making his version of the facts public, and that His Highness states that he will 
publish with pleasure an order of the day in praise of the Egyptian army. 

As regards the latter portion of the telegram, which refers to Maher Pasha, His 
Highness promises to transfer him to another post as soon as the Government can 
offer him one equivalent to that which he is at present occupying. I informed 
Tigrane Pasha that I was unable to accept this solution of the matter without your 
Lordship’s concurrence. I am of opinion, however, that it might be accepted on the 
condition that Maher Pasha does not hold his present post for a longer period than one 
month. 

Tigrane Pasha, at the same time, handed me a copy of the order of the day 
which the Khedive proposes making public in praise of the Egyptian army, and 
which I also have the honour to inclose. Your Lordship will perceive that the 
services both of the English and native officers are referred to in a laudatory 
manner. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


[773] 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 47. 

Riaz Pasha to Tigrane Pasha. 

(TElEgraphique.) Le 25 Janvier, 1894. 

SON Altesse a EtE pEniblement surprise sur ce qui peut avoir EtE dit a l’occasion 
de son voyage a la frontiEre. Elle se reserve d’Etahlir les faits ultErieurement. 

Mais comme le KhEdive tient a ce qu’aucun doute ne puisse subsister sur son 
attachement pour son armEe, c’est avec plaisir que par un ordre du jour au Sirdar 
il rEitEre sa bienveillance pour les troupes et la grande satisfaction qu’il a EprouvEe en 
les inspectant. 

Quant E, Maher Pacha, le KhEdive, par esprit de conciliation, consent h son 
transfert ailleurs dEs que le Gouvernement sera en mesure d’offrir a ce haut fonc- 
tionnaire un poste Equivalent h celui qu’il occupe. 

Le KhEdive ne saurait agir autrement a l’Egard d’un fonctionnaire dont les Etats 
de services sont des plus honorables, qui l’a servi fidElement, ct contre lequel aucun 
fait ne saurait etre articulE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 47. 

Order of the Day. 

A son Excellence le Sirdar, 

AY ANT de quitter 1a, Haute-%ypte pour rentrer au Caire je tiens a rEitErer 
toute ma sollicitude et toute ma bienveillance pour 1’armEe que je viens de visiter E 
la frontiEre. 

Je tiens aussi a confirmer toute la satisfaction que je vous ai dEjh exprimEe sur 
sa bonne tenue et sa discipline. 

II m’est agrEable de fEliciter les officiers, tant Egyptiens qu*Anglais, qui les 
commandent, et je suis heureux de constater les services rendus par les officiers 
Anglais. 

Je vous prie, Sirdar, de donner connaissance de cet ordre du jour aux officiers et 
soldats de mon armEe. 


No. 48. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 5.) 

{No. 19.) 

My Lord, Cairo, January 25, 1894, 

I HAVE the honour to state that the Officer Commanding at Assouan has decided, 
with the pennission of the Sirdar, to send the slavery camel corps patrol to Haimar. 
The strength of the patrol is twenty-five of all ranks. Haimar is in the desert between 
80 and 90 miles due east of Korosko. General Kitchener has given orders that all trade 
with the Soudan shall be stopped. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. 49. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery. —( Received February 5.) 

(No. 20. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, January 28,1894. 

I HAYE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship the Confidential 
Report of Brigadier-General Kitchener, Sirdar, on the recent visit of His Highness 
the Khedive to the frontier. 

I am at the same time transmitting a Confidential Diary of Events kept by Major 
Wingate, Director of Military Intelligence, during His Highness’ inspection of the 
frontier. 

General Kitchener divides his Report into the separate heads of “ Military ” and 
“ Civil,” as the civil administration of the frontier is under the jurisdiction of the 
military authorities. 

Your Lordship will perceive that His Highness commenced his inspection of the 
troops at Assouan by a hostile criticism, although in the Sirdar’s opinion the battalion 
looked extremely well. After favourably criticizing the Assouan hospital, His High¬ 
ness afterwards withdrew his expressions of satisfaction, asserted that it was badly 
administered, and that the present Doctor, Bimbaslii Graham, was incompetent to be 
in charge of it. His Highness appears to have resorted to this unfavourable criticism, 
which, in General Kitchener’s eyes, was quite unfounded, at the instigation of 
Comanos Pasha, His Highness’ Civil Doctor. 

Some hours after the parade at which His Highness had expressed his discontent 
at the marching of the men, and of the manner in which they handled their arms, 
Baron Richthofen, the German Commissioner of the Debt, came to present his respects 
to His Highness. Baron Richthofen, ignorant of what had occurred, stated in con¬ 
versation with His Highness that some German officers had been with him on the 
morning’s parade, were very much pleased with the efficiency of the troops, and they 
said that a German regiment could not have done the manoeuvres better. His High¬ 
ness looked uncomfortable, and remained silent. 

At Korosko, between Assouan and Haifa, where the 6th Egyptian Battalion is 
quartered, His Highness was very outspoken in his praise of the troops. This 
battalion is commanded by a native. At Wady Haifa, where His Highness arrived on 
the 21st instant, the river-bank was lined by three battalions of infantry, who fired a 
very creditable “ feu de joie ” three times on the Khedive’s arrival. This did not 
meet with His Highness’ approval. The entire military display at Wady Haifa, the 
head-quarters of the Egyptian frontier army, appears to have been adversely criticized 
by His Highness, with the exception of the cavalry and the Camel Corps. With the 
former he expressed himself satisfied, and with the latter moderately pleased, but he 
considered there was room for improvement in both. 

Events culminated after the parade was over by His Higlmess saying to General 
Kitchener, “To tell you the truth, Kitchener Pasha, I think it is disgraceful for 
Egypt to be served by such an army.” 

General Kitchener thereupon tendered his resignation, apparently to the 
Khedive’s astonishment, but eventually, at His Highness’ request, he ceased to 
persist in it. 

His Highness expressed his sense of the able manner in which the civil work of 
the frontier Moudirieh was conducted, but he presented robes of honour to certain 
Sheikhs who are known not to be very well disposed, whereas the members of the 
Khalifa family, who have always fought well for Egypt, and one of whom, by name 
Saleh Bey, was recently killed at the Murat Wells, were left without any reward or 
mark of favour. 

His Highness appears to have referred entirely to Maher Pasha on all questions 
concerning the Sheikhs, and to have followed his advice, ignoring, as far as in his 
power lay, the Sirdar and Lloyd Bey, the Acting Commandant at Haifa. 

General Kitchener adds that the general impression loft by His Higlmess’ visit to 
the frontier is, he very much regrets to say, anything but satisfactory. His adverse 
criticism on all British officers has caused something akin to consternation, and his 
want of appreciation of the hard work and severe service undergone by the frontier 
force has been very much felt. 
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I would wish to draw your Lordship’s particular attention to Major Wingate’s 

Diary. 

This Diary was not written for official purposes or for publication in the first 
instance, but, in view of the incident which has occurred on the frontier. Major 
Wingate has agreed to my forwarding it to your Lordship. This document is in some 
respects even more interesting than General Kitchener’s official Report. Although 
each separate incident is slight in itself, the cumulative effects of the several events 
alluded to by Major Wingate tend, I am of opinion, to show that His Highness came 
up to the frontier with the express purpose of finding fault with the frontier force, 
and that Maher Pasha assisted him in this object. His Highness appears to have 
taken upon himself the r61e of expressing dissatisfaction with everything directly 
under English control, and to have spared no pains to convey this impression to both 
the English and native officers. 

General Kitchener returned with His Highness from Wady Haifa to Assouan, 
and at the latter place he made an appeal to the Khedive to give him some assistance 
to modify the impression left on the frontier force by His Highness’ visit. The 
Khedive met this request by a point-blank refusal, stating that he would do nothing 
to alter what he had said at Haifa. 

His Highness added that he considered that he was acting entirely within his 
rights, and that both Riaz Pasha and himself considered the army to be of the first 
importance. The Khedive, at this time, was not yet acquainted with the views of Her 
Majesty’s Government on the incident, nor of the importance with which it had been 
regarded all through this country. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 49. 

Report by Brigadier- General Kitchener of Events during the Khedive 3 s Inspection 

of the Frontier. 

(Confidential.) 

G.O.C., Assouan , January 23,1894. 

I BEG to report on the recent visit of the Khedive to the frontier, and for the 
sake of clearness I think it advisable to divide the Report under the separate heads of 
military and civil. 

Military, Assouan .—His Highness arrived at Assouan on the afternoon of 
Saturday, the 13th. A guard of honour of the 10th Soudanese battalion was drawn 
up and Baluted His Highness on landing. His Highness went down the ranks, and 
having kept the men at the “ present,” he struck several of the rifles with his sword, 
and said angrily to me that the men did not know how to hold their arms; personally, 
I could see little or no fault, and thought the battalion looked extremely well turned 
out. Both the officers and men, as well as myself, were much astonished at the 
Khedive’s conduct. 

On returning on board his yacht His Highness complained to me and Maher 
Pasha that the men of the battalion were of different heights; I told him that as 
they were recruited from different tribes in the Soudan, some of which are 
characteristically tall, such as the Shilluks, and others correspondingly short, such as 
the Burnawis, and that, therefore, the men of the battalion could not be of so uniform 
a height as in the case in an Egyptian battalion. 

After a few more rather disparaging remarks, His Highness said that he thought 
that as good a battalion as the 10th could be recruited from the “ Sais ” of the officers of 
the Army of Occupation. I drew myself up and said nothing, and almost immediately 
afterwards the reception began of the Ulemas, officers, and Notables of Assouan. 

On the following day at Yam, His Highness reviewed the battalion on their 
parade ground under the command of David Bey; he complained that the march 
past was not well executed, and again repeated that the men did not know how to 
handle their arms. I respectfully stated that I was of a different opinion, and 
suggested that His Highness should see them do the bayonet exercise, which was very 
well done, but His Highness did not appear to be satisfied; subsequently the battalion 


advanced in review order and saluted the Khedive. His Highness then, addressing 
David Bey, said that this was the first Soudanese battalion he had seen, and that, 
therefore, he could not compare it with others, but that the marching of the men did 
not appear to be very good, and the men did not know how to handle their arms as 
well as the battalions in Cairo ; at the same time he thanked David Bey. 

His Highness then visited the Military Hospital on Elephantine Island and, after 
criticizing some small details, said he was generally satisfied with what he had seen. 
Commanos Pasha was with His Highness and, in the case of a sick officer, he was 
ordered by His Highness to confer with Bimhashi Graham, the senior medical officer. 
Commanos Pasha examined the patient and asked a few questions, but after about 
three minutes an orderly called Bimbashi Graham to the office, where His Highness 
waited him. Subsequently, in the afternoon, when riding round the forts, His 
Highness said to me that, from what Commanos Pasha had told him, he withdrew his 
expression of satisfaction at what he had seen at the hospital, and thought now that 
it was badly administered, and that Bimbashi Graham was incompetent to be in 
charge of it. I informed His Highness that Bimbashi Graham was a well-qualified 
English medical officer of high reputation, and that I could not see how Commanos 
Pasha could possibly be able to form an opinion during the very short interview he 
had had with Bimbashi Graham. His Highness did not reply, and the matter then 
dropped. I intended to have spoken to Commanos Pasha on the subject, but never 
got an opportunity to do so. 

His Highness made no remarks of importance about the forts or barracks where 
he saw the men’s kits laid out. 

During the afternoon, while I was with His Highness, Baron Richtofen came to 
present his respects to His Highness. He stated in conversation that some German 
officers had been with him on the morning’s parade, and were very much pleased with 
the efficiency of the troops, and that they said that a German regiment could not 
have done the manoeuvres better. His Highness looked uncomfortable, but said 
nothing. 

KorosJco. —His Highness arrived at Korosko at 10 a.m. on the 17th January. He 
was received by the 6th Native Commanded Egyptian battalion. He inspected the 
guard of honour without remark, and subsequently saw the battalion on parade, when 
they marched past and did the bayonet exercise. His Highness praised both 
repeatedly, saying to Maher Pasha, “ Very good indeed.” He afterwards compli¬ 
mented Baligli Bey, and visited the barracks and hospital, with which he appeared to 
be satisfied. 

Wady Haifa. —His Highness, having cut out of the programme the visit to the 
battlefield at Toski, arrived at Wady Haifa at 1 p.m. on the 21st. 

Three battalions of infantry lined the river bank, and fired a very creditable 
“ feu de joie ” three times as His Highness’ yacht passed in front of them. 

The 11th Soudanese was detailed as guard of honour. His Highness did not 
inspect them. He remarked that the “ feu de joie ” was only fairly well done, and 
that he had heard that the 2nd battalion was not at all good in either discipline or 
drill. I asked him who was his informant, and he said officers in Cairo had 
told him. 

At 4 p.m. His Higness reviewed the troops going down the line, which was about 
1-| miles long. His nighness noticed that the English officers had their own swords. 
I informed him that this was authorized by His Highness father. He, however, gave 
me to understand that he disapproved of it; also the head-dresses of the Soudanese 
battalions were remarked upon in a similar manner. 

The march past then began, and unfortunately the Bandmaster, who had just 
arrived from Cairo, played a great deal too quick for the infantry at starting, 136 beats 
per minute having been counted. After the infantry had passed in column, lie 
ordered them not to return in mass or line of quarter columns, and the Cavalry and 
Camel Corps first trotted and then cantered by. I then took command of the parade, 
and advancing in review order saluted His Highness. 

During the infantry march past His Highness frequently remarked that it was 
not good, particularly the 2nd battalion. He said the' Soudanese battalions looked 
tired, and did not appear to him to march well. 

His Highness then spoke to commanding -officers individually. He expressed 
himself satisfied with the cavalry, and was moderately pleased with the Camel Corps, 
but he considered there was room for improvement in both. 

The Eield Battery, under a native commanding officer, he said, was better than 
the Cairo Battery. 
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He informed tlie officer commanding 2nd battalion that his battalion was v y 
bad the worst on parade, and he must work hard to improve it. . n . 

’To the officer commanding 3rd battalion he said that he knew the 3rd m Ca^o 
and Alexandria, and he was glad to see that it was better than when he last saw it, 
he however, told Sillem Bey that he must work hard, as there was much room for 
improvement, and that it was not as good a battalion as the 6th or. 8 th battalions, 

thoueh it was the best battalion on parade that afternoon. 

To Macdonald Bey he expressed himself dissatisfied with the 11th Soudanese 

and said that if he worked hard for some years he might improve ; he made similar 

“mX to M^ell Toy about the 12th; aid said that both battalions we mfenor 

to the 10th Soudanese. He then turned to Lloyd Pasha and said. The cavalry, an 

camel corps and artillery are good, and with regard to the infantry they are not the 

Si have"’seen inmy life; in fact, I think they are the worst.” He then turned to 

me and thanked me for the parade, and rode off. I almost immediately joined hi , 

when after a few remarks on his dissatisfaction with the parade, His Highness said 
wnen, aner a lew icm M -p T w s disgraceful lor Egypt to 



assnred o^T^'g my duty in gi^ng him my 

resignation under the circumstances. His Highness assured me lie had no feeling 
against the British officers, but treated them the same as native officers. I pointed 
out that the position of English officers in the Egyptian army was both a difficult and 
exceptional one, and could not be compared with that of the Egyptian officer; that 
His Highness had criticized adversely almost everything under British officers, and 
that their nosition would be almost untenable if they were publicly treated, m this 
manner. His Highness then gave me his word of honour that he had never intended 
anything specially against English officers as a whole, and that he was very pleased 
with Lloyd^Pasha and myself. I stated that if the present state of things continued I 
should be unable to obtain the services of good officers. His Highness then said he 
was quite satisfied with the present English officers; to which I replied I was afraid 
I should not be able to get the same class of officers to come into the Egyptian army 

^ ^His^Highness then begged me not to resign, and assured me of his complete 

TOnfi H™H s not come t0 the diimer to th? o(E sending me word 

that ho was unwell. He also did not appear in the evening for the military tattoo, 
nor did he visit the illuminations which the officers had arranged with great trouble 

and a<m Hif} Higlmess wen t by special train to Sarras ; the line was guarded 

the whole way by mounted troops, and a squadron of cavalry and party ot Camel 
Corps had preceded the night before to scout to Moglirat, where the Shagielis had 
been posted^ two days before. His Highness remained about half-an-liour at Sanaa. 
He inspected the 7tli battalion, and sounded the ‘‘alarm.” He expressed himself 
generally satisfied to the officer commanding, Eathi Bey. The return journey was 

a^sfiydafte om 1 mtum t Ll 0 yd Pasha brought to my notice the state of feeling 
preated in the ^arrison by His Highness remarks of the pievious day. 

At 4-30 His Highness went round the barracks, seeing the fats laid out in one 
room of each battalion and corps; he thanked the commanding officers who met lum 
at their respective barracks, and finished the inspection by proceeding to lewlikieh, 
where he embarked on his yacht after visiting the Civil Government buildings and 
the Mosque. His Higlmess did not attend the dinner given in the evening to the 
Notables and Captains in tho garrison, nor did lie see the Soudanese dance that had 
been arranged; lie left at 5-30 the following morning for the north, stopping the 
night at Siyala, and arriving at Shellal 12*30 p.h. of the 22nd. He immediately 
proceeded by special train to North End, Assouan, where he embarked on his yacht. 
His Highness apparently wished to bid me farewell on the gangway but I asked for 
a short interview, and he then invited me on board. I then pointed out to him the 
serious state of feeling engendered at Wady Haifa by his condemnatory remarks, and 
begged him in some way to allow me to modify what had been done by publishing o 
the troops some remarks of a more favourable nature. I pointed out to His Highness 
that my position was rendered extremely difficult, as well as that of every English 
officer on the frontier. His Highness declined to give me the least assistance, and 
said tlie English officers must do as they liked; that he and Riaz Pasha considered 


the efficiency of the army of the first importance, and that in such matters he was 
not like his father, who did not take any trouble about the army, and that he would 
do nothing to modify in any way the expressions of his displeasure at the garrison of 
Wady Haifa. His Highness then wished me “ Good bye,” and in saying “ Good bye ” 
to Lloyd Pasha he expressed his sense of the able manner in which the civil work of 
the frontier Mudirieh was conducted. His Highness’ yacht left North End for the 
north at 4 p.m. 

Civil.—With regard to the civil administration of the frontier, there were a few 
points during His Higlmess’ visit which caused some comment. In the first place, he 
brought up in his yacht a certain Minshetta Bey, who had been tried by general 
Court-martial on the frontier in 1888, when he was found guilty of complicity with 
the Dervishes. He was condemned to death, but the sentence was remitted to penal 
servitude for life by the late Khedive. In 1890 this Sheikh was released on the 
guarantee of not coming south of Luxor; it was therefore considered extraordinary 
that His Highness should bring him on his yacht as far south as his village of Siyala, 
the scene of his original offence. I knew nothing of the intention of His Highness 
in this respect. 

His Highness gave green robes of honour to various Chiefs as a special mark of his 
favour, and these were distributed without any reference to Lloyd Pasha or myself— 
in fact, I am yet unaware who have received these robes; the first was given to 
Minshetta. 

At Korosko, perhaps by oversight, the principal Sheikh, Ahmed Bey Khalifa, was 
not invited to His Higness’ table, and a lower Sheikh, Beshari Bey, took his place; 
this caused some remark. 

It was very noticeable that in all such matters there was a marked difference 
between the Khedive’s action and that of his father. In the late Khedive’s time 
every detail was managed by the Sirdar or the Governor of the Erontier, but on this 
occasion His Higlmess appeared to refer entirely to Maher Pasha on all such questions, 
and entirely follow his advice. 

General .—The general impression caused by His Highness’ recent visit is, I very 
much regret to say, anything but satisfactory. 

His adverse criticism on all English officers has struck every one with something 
akin to consternation, and his want of appreciation of the hard work and severe 
service that English officers on the frontier undergo has been very much felt. 

It is difficult at present to see the result of all this, but I cannot help considering 
that' it is disastrous to British influence and to progress amoDgst the native officers and 
inhabitants of the frontier Mudirieh. 

(Signed) H. H. KITCHENER, 

Brigadier-General, Sirdar. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 49. 

Major Wingate’s Confidential Diary of Events during His Highness the Khedive’s 
Inspection of the Frontier, January 13 to 25, 3894. 

(Private and Confidential.) 

N.B.—This is a confidential record of events on the frontier during the visit of 
His Higlmess the Khedive, written up from day to day. The various reflections on 
the respective incidents were made in order to enable me to recollect the impressions 
which these incidents created in my own mind, or which I received in conversation 
with others. Had I known that this diary would be usod for official purposes, I 
should probably have recorded these impressions with less animus and in more official 
language. 

(Signed) F. R. WINGATE, 

Major, D.M.I. 

Steam-ship “ Hatassoo ,” January 25,1894. 
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Diary of Events. 


Saturday, 13 th January. Assouan .—His Highness the Khedive arrived at Assouan 
at 5 p.m., and at once proceeded to inspect the guard of honour of the 10th Soudanese 
batallion, under El Kaimakam David Bey. 

The battalion was exceptionally well turned out, but His-Highness remarked that 
the men did not hold their rifles well, and, going down the ranks, he struck the rifles 
of several men in the ranks with his sword-scabbard, angrily remarking that they held 
their arms incorrectly. He also remarked disparagingly on the great difference in the 
heights of the men, but the Sirdar replied that the men, being recruited from a variety 
of tribes, some of which were characteristically tall, such as the Shilluks, and others 
comparatively short, such as the Burnawis, the disparity in heights could not be 
avoided. His Highness also remarked to the Sirdar that he had no objection to Black 
officers, and on his return to his yacht he said, amongst other things, that he could 
make as good a battalion as that he had just seen out of the “Sais” of the officers of the 
Army of Occupation. lie made no complimentary remark of any description to the 
Sirdar regarding the battalion, and appeared to be generally displeased and dissatisfied 
with their appearance, though it was conceded by the officers present, and spectators, 
that the appearance and movements of the battalion could not have been better; but 
His Highness gave the Sirdar to understand that he did not intend to give praise 
when, in his opinion, praise was not deserved; on the contrary, he would unhesitatingly 
criticize what be thought bad or unsatisfactory. He also strongly objected to the 
music of the battalion “ march past,” which he said was chosen from a low opera, and, 
in consequence, the Sirdar ordered it not to be played during the review to take place 
the following day. 

On His Highness’ return on board a levee was held. The Ulema being the first 
to be received (the late Khedive, in his visit to the frontier, always received the army 
officers first), then followed the officers, after them the merchants, then the country 
Omdehs, Notables, &c., and lastly the Government officials. His Highness dispensed 
with the presence of Lloyd Pacha, the Governor, during the levee, but the Sirdar was 
present. It passed off without any special incident. 

Minshetta Bey came on board the yacht at Luxor, and was taken on by His 
Highness to Assouan. He had been presented with a green robe of honour by His 
Highness. His presence on tho Khedive’s yacht caused considerable surprise, for this 
Sheikh had been tried in 1888 for complicity with the Dervishes in their raids on the 
frontier, when many women and children were killed and cattle looted, he had been 
sentenced to death, but His Highness the late Khedive had commuted the sentence 
to penal servitude for life. 

In 1892, Minshetta Bey, owing to his age and failing health, was released from 
prison and permitted to reside at Luxor, on the written guarantee that he would on no 
account proceed south of Luxor without the Sirdar’s permission. He has latterly been 
of assistance to His Highness in forming his Camel Corps, the men of which are 
mostly from his tribe. Minshetta Boy informed Wingate Bey that the Khedive was 
going to take him on to his old village of Sayala, where he would stay until His 
Highness’ return from Haifa, when ho would be again taken down in the yacht to 
Luxor. Minshetta Bey’s place as subsidized Government Sheikh has long ago been 
filled by Basheri Mohamed Ali Bey, who is now residing at Sayala. Minshetta Bey 
was recently granted a monthly allowance of £ E. 5 for 1891. Ilis Highness’ attitude 
in bringing Minshetta Bey to the frontier under the above circumstances, and without 
informing the Sirdar, caused much surprise. At 6 p.m., thirty-three officers dined on 
His Highness’ yacht. The town was well illuminated, and there was a display of 
fireworks. His Highness rode through the town and was everywhere loudly welcomed 
by the people, who crowded tho streets. He visited the Mosque and returned to his 
yacht at 9 p.m. 

Sunday, January 14. Assouan .—His Highness reviewed the 10th Soudanese 
battalion at 7 a.m. After receiving His Highness they marched past. His Highness 
remarked that the marching was not good, with the exception of two Companies; he 
also repeated his adverse criticism as to the way in which the men handled their arms. 
The Sirdar respectfully replied that he considered they handled them well, and in 
proof of this suggested that His Highness should see the bayonet exercise; this was 
carried out exceptionally well, first by word of command, and then judging their own 
time; but His Highness still adhered to his previous opinion, remarking that he was 
a perfectly competent judge, as he had seen most of the European armies, and had 
himself learnt the various exercises; at the same time he said that the bayonet 
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exercise had been given up in continental armies ; to which the Sirdar replied that it 
was still retained in the British service. His Highness laughingly alluded to the 
conservatism of the British army, saying that even their uniform was 100 years old. 

After the advance in review order, which was carried out with unusual precision. 
His Highness addressed David Bey, commanding the battalion, in words to the effect 
that this was the first Black battalion he had seen, and he was therefore unable to say 
whether it was good or bad in comparison with others; he repeated his adverse 
criticism as to tho marching and handling of the arms, but at the same time thanked 
him. 

After parade His Highness proceeded to Elephantine Island to inspect the 
military hospital. Commanos Pasha (His Highness’ doctor) remarked that too 
many vegetables were grown near the buildings; on which His Highness said he 
presumed they were for the consumption of the English medical Bimbashi; to which 
the Sirdar replied that they were grown for the consumption of the patients ; that the 
Bimbashi did not live on the island, and did not like beans. In visiting the officers’ 
ward His Highness spoke to Yusbashi Khalil Effendi Hanidi, one of the patients, and 
commanded Commanos Pasha to examine him, which he did in the presence of 
Bimbashi Graham (army medical officer). Commanos Pasha recommended that the 
officer should be at once sent to Cairo (the same decision had been previously arrived 
at by Bimbashi Graham, and the officer was only waiting for the steamer to proceed 
to Cairo). When inspecting the officers His Highness spoke to the interpreter Riaz 
Effendi, and asked him to read an extract from one of the Office records; the inter¬ 
preter did so, but His Highness appeared to be very displeased with his pronunciation 
of the word “ Girgis,” which he made the interpreter repeat several times after him 
(the interpreter stammers slightly). His Highness spoke very angrily to him, telling 
him that his Arabic resembled that of an English officer, that he should love his 
country, learn to speak his own language, and avoid copying the manners and customs 
of foreigners. 

On the conclusion of the inspection His Highness expressed modified satisfaction 
with what he had seen, but later on in the day he told the Sirdar that he had only 
expressed himself satisfied in a military point of view, and had not at the time received 
Commanos Pasha’s views on the medical aspect. Commanos Pasha, he said, had 
reported most adversely on the arrangements, and considered Bimbashi Graham, army 
medical officer in charge, quite incompetent for his position, and excessively ignorant. 
The Sirdar replied that Bimbashi Graham held the highest diplomas of his profession, 
and was an exceptionally capable medical officer, and he failed to see how Commanos 
Pasha, in the short time ho had been present, and from the few words he had spoken 
to Bimbashi Graham, could possibly pronounce on his capabilities as a medical officer. 
His Highness made no response to tho Sirdar’s remarks. 

His Highness, on returning to his yacht, made the circuit of Elephantine Island. 
At 11 A.m. he saw fifteen camels obtained from Beshir Bey for his own Camel Corps, 
and subsequently saw the Ababdeh Arabs perform feats of camel riding, horsemanship, 
and war play. Twenty men of the Haimar post were also presented to His Highness 
by Beshir Bey. During the Ababdeh performance Baron llichthofen presented some 
German officers to His Highness, and in introducing them said that they belonged to 
the cavalry, artillery, and infantry, and that they had been immensely struck with the 
excellence of the drill of the 10th Soudanese battalion during the review in the 
morning, and were astonished that Black troops could be brought to such a state 
of perfection; that they were, in fact, as good as any German regiment. 

His Highness did not appear to appreciate this well-intentioned criticism, and 
gave no evidence of satisfaction. At 3-30 p.m. His Highness came ashore and visited 
the Commissariat stores, which have been recently much improved, one of the latest 
additions being a bakery. His Highness refrained from making any complimentary 
remarks. He inspected the freshly baked bread, which ho said “ was quite warm,” 
and had only been made for him to see. As a matter of fact baking is only done 
every second day, and no preparation had been made for His Highness, as it was not 
known beforehand that he would visit the bakery and stores. His Highness then 
mounted his horse, and, accompanied by the Sirdar and respective staffs, rode at a 
rapid pace to Fort Harum, which he inspected, and thence to Fort Tahuna. He 
remarked that he had seen the forts of most European countries, but had never seen 
more strange structures than those he was now viewing. (It will be remembered that 
these forts were built by the Royal Engineers in 1884-85, a fact of which His Highness 
was aware.) He then rode to the barracks of the 10th Soudanese and inspected tho 
men’s kits. The men were standing (as is the usual custom) on their beds in drill 
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order (boots on). His Highness remarked to the Sirdar that as Mahommedans it was 
never the custom to stand on the bed with boots on. The Sirdar replied that it would 
be difficult for the kits to be seen by an inspecting officer if the men stood otherwise. 
The orders were, however, sent by telegram to Korosko and Haifa that during kit 
inspection the men should stand between the kits instead of at the head. One of His 
Highness’ Aide-de-camps remarked privately to a member of the Sirdar’s staff that this 
idea regarding soldiers wearing boots when standing on then.’ beds was long since 
exploded. His Highness did not express any approbation of the condition of the 
battalion. He rode from the barracks to the Government school, where he was 
received by the students drawn up in the court-yard singing the Kbedivial hymn. He 
visited the various class rooms, and heard the boys at their studies, asking several 
questions, and appearing to take a general interest in the answers given by the boys. 

He then drove to the Government buildings, which ho inspected, and expressed 
himself satisfied with them. At 5 p.m. he returned to his yacht, again visiting the 
Mosque en route. At 6 p.m. the Ulemas, Notables, Sheikhs, and principal officials had 
the honour of dining with His Highness. The Sirdar and Lloyd Pasha were not 
invited, but the Sub-Governor of the frontier, Hassan Bey Badwan was present. His 
Highness spoke principally to Maher Pasha and Besliir Bey. After dinner a “ daluka ” 
(Soudanese dance) of the soldiers and their wives was performed on the bank, and was 
witnessed by His Highness from the barge; he appeared to be interested, though he 
afterwards complained that it gave him a headache. He asserted that one of the 
Black officers who was joining in the dance was intoxicated. The officer was told to 
desist, and instantly did so, saluting most respectfully. He did not appear in any way 
the worse for drink. At 10 p.m. the dancers were ordered to move away from the 
vicinity of the yacht, as His Highness wished to retire. 

Throughout the proceedings at Assouan it was noticed that Maher Pasha, 
Sub-Minister of War, was constantly consulted by His Highness. The question of the 
position he was to occupy in the procession down the line during the review was raised, 
and it was decided that he should take the position of Minister. Maher Pasha did not 
accompany His Highness round the forts, but spent the afternoon in private conversa¬ 
tion with Beshir Bey; it was ascertained that about a month ago Maher Pasha wrote 
a long letter to Beshir Bey, pointing out to him the absolute necessity of great loyalty 
to His Highness the Khedive, to which Beshir Bey replied in a letter couched in 
equally loyal terms. David Bey (officer commanding Assouan) has noticed of late a 
considerable change in the conduct of Beshir Bey, and his attitude to David Bey has 
at times almost amounted to discourtesy; his general demeanour betokens a disturbed 
frame of mind, and might arise from the difficulty of his position; for, on the one 
hand, he well knows that his position as tribal Sheikh depends upon the manner in 
which his conduct is viewed by the Sirdar and officer commanding frontier, while, 
on the other hand, it is probable that, through the medium of Maher Pasha, His 
Highness has communicated to him the desirability of assuming an anti-English 
attitude. This is of course only surmise, based on a knowledge of Besliir Bey and 
his past history. Maher Pasha, who was also absent for some hours in private 
conversation with Sagli Gallal Effendi (officer commanding in charge of Commissariat 
stores). It has also been ascertained that the Officers’ Patriotic Society in Cairo, 
which is generally believed to be in a large measure the creation of Maher Pasha, is in 
constant communication with the Egyptian officers on the frontier, who are kept well 
posted in the various political movements occurring in Cairo, and are quite au courant 
with the details connected with the difference which arose between Maher Pasha and the 
Sirdar regarding the attributes of the former in War Office administration. As far as 
it can be ascertained from the various incidents which have occurred at Assouan 
during the last few days, it would seem that His Highness has taken upon himself the 
r61e of dissatisfaction with everything directly under English control, and that lie has 
spared no pains to convey this impression to both English and native officers; to the 
former in order to accentuate his well-known anti-English proclivities, to the latter in 
order to imbue them with his own feelings, and to throw difficulties in the way of 
their English superior officers. If theso deductions are correct, it is ovidont that any 
ill-feelings existing between English and Egyptian and officials and Arabs must be 
considerably accentuated by His Highness’ visit, and although it is as yet premature 
to judge of the probable effects, it cannot be doubted that His Highness’ attitude not 
only tends to subvert discipline in the army, and English authority in the province, 
but it has the effect of entirely alienating from His Highness the sympathies of British 
officers who, viewing the dissatisfaction of His Highness with their work, may prefer 
to return to their own service. However, under any circumstances, the pronounced 
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anti-English attitude of His Highness cannot fail to have a serious effect both amongst 
the troops and throughout the frontier province. 

It is ascertained that there is at Assouan a Patriotic Society known as “ Gamaaiel- 
el-Taaroon-el-Islam ” (the Society of the Union of Islam), of whom the President is 
the Sub-Governor Hassan Bey Eadwan, and to which none but Moslems are admitted. 

The general remarks at Assouan consequent on the reappearance of Minshetta 
Bey were to the effect that His Highness had brought this Sheikh with him in order 
to defy the British action which has condemned him. As a remark, by the way, I 
overheard a conversation between Bouiller Bey and one of the Khedive’s staff which 
amused me. The hill at Assouan in which the late Sirdar, Sir E. Grenfell, discovered the 
ancient Egyptian tombs, was pointed out to Bouiller Bey as the “ Grenfell tombs; ” 
whereupon Bouiller Bey inquired if “ Grenfell was buried there,” and when told 
“ No,” he asked, “ Then why does lie have his tomb here ? ” 

Monday, January 15. Assouan to South. —At 7‘30 A.M. His Highness left Assouan 
by train for Shellal, and on arrival visited the temple of Philse, and was then rowed to 
the head of the cataract, where he saw the log swimmers shoot the rapids. He 
embarked on the “ Zeinet-el-Bahrcin ” yacht, and left Shellal for the south at 
10-30 A.M. 

The total flotilla consisted of seven steamers, viz., stern-wheeler “ Tanj ore ” 
(leading), stern-wheeler “ Akasheh,” then gun-boat “ Metemmeh ” with officer 
commanding frontier forces, and staff, then stern-wlieeler “ Dal ” with Sirdar and 
staff, steam-sliip “ Zeinet-el-Bahrein ” with His Highness’ steam-sliip “ Eeruz ” with 
His Highness’ staff, and stern-wheeler “ Haunelc ” with remainder of suite. 

Kalabshch. —At 4’30 p.m. His Highness arrived at Kalabsheh, where he was loudly 
welcomed by villagers, who discharged their guns as a salute. He disembarked, visited 
the temple, then received a few of the leading Sheikhs, and subsequently invited the 
Sirdar and officer commanding frontier forces to dine. On this occasion His Highness 
appeared to be exceptionally affable. 

Tuesday , January 16. Kalabsheh to South Sayala. —His Highness left Kalabshch 
at 7 a.m., and at 3*30 p.m. drew up for a few moments at Sayala, where Minshetta 
Bey was put ashore. His Highness subsequently remarked to the Sirdar that he and 
his staff had cried at the pathetic meeting between Minshetta and his family. Bashiri 
Mohamed Ali, who has taken Minshetta Bey’s place, resides at Sayala, but was not 
present, as he had gone to Korosko to be present with the other Sheikhs on His 
Highness’ arrival. 

Sabua. —At 6 - 30 p m. His Highness arrived at Sabua, where he moored for the 
night. 

Wednesday, January 16. Sabua to Koroslco. —His Highness left Sabua at 6’30 a.m. 
and arrived at Korosko at 1 0 a.m. He inspected the guard of honour, and then held 
a levee of Ulemas, Sheikhs, officors, &c., and at 4 p.m. he reviewed the troops, viz., 
6th battalion, under Ellcaim Baligh Bey, and the Arab camelmon, including twenty 
men of the Mural Post, under Sheikh Abdel Azim Khalifa (this Sheikh succeeded on 
the death of Saleh Bey at Mural). His Highness expressed himself pleased with the 
appearance and movements of the troops, continually turning to Maher Pasha and 
making complimentary remarks. 

The troops marched past in column and then in mass, performed the bayonet and 
manual exercises, and then advanced in review order; they moved well together, but 
the whole conduct of the parade was very slow. The very marked manner in which 
His Highness complimented the native commanded battalion, while ho had so severely 
criticized the English commanded battalion at Assouan, was most noticeable, and it 
was now evident that his deliberate intention was to accentuato this invidious com¬ 
parison. 

After parade His Highness rode through the Bazaar, and thence to the Mosque, 
where he alighted and entered. He then inspected the Government Offices, and 
subsequently rode to the barracks. Here he inspected the men’s kits, and visited the 
hospital, where he spoke to two Arabs who had been wounded at the Mural fight; he 
expressed himself much pleased with all he saw, and returned to his yacht at 5 p.m. 
At 6 p.m. the principal Sheikhs, officials, and officers had the honour of dining with 
His Highness, also tho Sirdar and Lloyd Pasha. Considerable annoyance was felt by 
Sheikh Ahmed Bey Khalifa (brother of tho late Saleh Bey, head of the Khalifa 
family) because Sheikh Basheri Mohamed Ali sat at His Highness’ table. During the 
dinner His Highness spoke to Sheikh Basheri, tolling him that ho had brought back 
Minshetta Bey to the frontier, and urging that he should remain on friendly terms 
with him. Immediately the dinner was over Ahmed Bey came to see tho Sirdar oa 
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his steamer, openly expressed his irritation, and said that this insult to him was 
entirely the result of Maher Pasha’s intrigues. He also told the Sirdar that Maher 
Pasha, whilst Sub-Governor of the frontier, had frequently taken bribes, but the 
Sirdar told him he would not listen to these accusations against the Sub-Minister of 
War. Previous to the dinner Baskiri had bitterly complained against Minskctta’s 
return to Sayala. He said that Maher Pasha was very hostile to him (Bashiri), and 
through the latter His Highness had sent to him for some camels which he had taken, 
and for which he had received no payment; he remarked of Maher that “ he 
resembled the dog that bit the hand of the person who fed him ” (inferring that 
Maher had been recipient of Baslieri’s money or goods). 

There was a marked difference between His Highness’ treatment of Beshir Bey 
and the Assouan Ababdehs and the Khalifa family and Korosko Ababdelis, the former 
being evidently much more in favour than the latter, though exactly the opposite 
should have been the case, for the Khalifa have shown real hostility to the Dervishes 
and Saleh Bey was killed fighting against them; while Beshir Bey has all the 
advantages which free trade with the Soudan brings him, and he is in consequence 
known to be very rich, and, moreover, his loyalty has been frequently brought into 
question on supposed grounds of complicity with the Dervishes. The general idea in 
Assouan is that Maher Pasha is under an obligation to Beshir Bey, and some go as far 
as to say that he has received considerable sums of money. Whatever may be the 
truth of these stories, there is no doubt that His Highness has been and _ continues 
to be guided by Maher Pasha in his attitude with these Sheikhs, Beshir and his 
brother received green robes of honour, whereas the Khalifa family are not known to 
have received any. Telegrams received at Korosko from Suakin report rumours of a 
collection of Dervish camels near Abu Hamed and of an intended attack on Mural; 
this corroborates information received some time ago on the frontier that the Emir of 
Berber considering Mural to be within his province, was very annoyed with the Emir 
of Dongola for sending Osman Azrak to attack it. He had, in consequence, applied 
to the Khalifa for permission to send an expedition against it from Berber. On receipt 
of this news the Sirdar warned Sheikh Abdel Azim and his men to return to the 
Mural Post that night carrying letters to the Military Commandant there, warning 
him of the news received and ordering him to take all steps to ascertain the Dervish 
movements. At the same time instructions were sent to Beshir Bey to have the 
Assouan-Berber road carefully patrolled and to warn the Mural Post of any news he 
received. It is little wonder Beshir Bey looks harassed, when he considers he is 
endeavouring to serve three very different masters, viz., His Highness and Maher, the 
Anglo-Egyptian authorities, and the Dervishes. 

Prom inquiries made at Korosko it would appear that Maher Pasha, although he 
had left the frontier two years ago, had always retained connection with it by letters 
of advice to officers, officials, and Arabs, and. that he is using any influence he has 
to create ill-feeling against the English officers, in which course he is warmly 
supported by His Highness. It is difficult yet to say whether this attempt to tamper 
with the present system of administration on the frontier will be successful, but it will 
undoubtedly be a disturbing element and cannot fail to create a covert dissension 
between the English and Egyptian officers and officials. If one judges from what is 
now daily taking place, this would appear to be the task which His Highness and 
Maher Pasha have deliberately set themselves to accomplish, but it is hardly probable 
that the Egyptian officers, with their previous experience, will cease to openly espouse 
the patriotic cause, though thcro is no doubt a strong feeling (and naturally so) to 
support their own Euler, the Khedive. 

From inquiries made, it is evidont that they watch with the keenest interest every 
move of the political game in Cairo, and the open and declared animosity of the 
Khedive to everything English, at Assouan, cannot fail to make them believe that the 
an ti-English policy of His Highness is now in the ascendant and it will be a cause for 
little wonder if they do not covertly shape then conduct in accordance with His 
Highness’ expressed wishes. 

It was rumoured that His Highness had some intention of communicating with the 
Soudan, but hitherto nothing has occurred to show that this is probable; if any com¬ 
munication was attempted it would most likely be effected through the intermediary 
of Beshir Bey or Minshetta Bey. 

This evening the river bank at Korosko was brilliantly illuminated. Thero was a 
display of fireworks and a torchlight procession of tho troops, who sang some verses in 
honour of His Highness’ visit. 

Thursday, January 18. Korosko to South. Farrek .—His Highness left Korosko at 


6*30 a.m., and at 4 p.h. reached Abu Simbel. Here His Highness made a very 
cursory inspection of the Temple (His Highness does not appear to take much interest 
in Egyptian antiquities) and moored for the night at the village of Parrek on the 
east bank. 

Friday , January 19. Farrek to Haifa. —His Highness left Parrek at 6*30 a.m. 
and reached Haifa at 1 p.m. Tewfikieh and Haifa were well decorated with flags, 
triumphal arches, &c., and all the troops in garrison were formed up along the bank 
and fired a “ feu de joie ” three times as His Highness’ yacht passed. 

On arrival His Highness came ashore for a few minutes, but did not carry out 
the inspection of tho guard of honour (the 11th Soudanese battalion). He then held 
a reception on his yacht of Ulemas, officials, and officers. Amongst other remarks 
His Highness [sic] to the Sirdar that he had been informed by officers in Cairo that 
the 2nd battalion was exceptionally bad, and he had noticed this as he passed them in 
his yacht; he also said the “feu de joie” was not good (though it was the remark of 
al that it had been very good); His Highness also said that the present Black 
battalions were not so well drilled or efficient as he remembered them in his grand¬ 
father Ismail’s time. As Ismail Pasha left Egypt in 1879 His Highness the Khedive 
would at that time have been only 6 years of age. 

At 4- p.m. His Highness rode out to review the troops. After receiving the salute 
he rode down the line, which was upwards of 1| miles long. Amongst other things he 
remarked that the English officers wore their British swords, to which he objected, 
but the Sirdar replied that His Highness, the late Khedive, had specially permitted 
this; he also said that he disapproved of the head-dress worn by the Black battalions, 
and remarked that there were several points in connection with the army which he 
must bring to the notice of his Minister on his return to Cairo. 

Then followed the march past which Avas good, though the Bandmaster conducted 
at the rate of 136 instead of 120 beats per minute, which caused the step to be some¬ 
what hurried. The Bandmaster, Bimbashi Ibrahim Effendi Hamdi, who had arrived at 
Haifa from Cairo a feAV days before, had the previous day been personally instructed 
by Macdonald Bey, Officer Commanding Haifa, with the assistance of a metronome, 
as to the correct time; the error, therefore, Avhich occurred gave rise to the opinion 
that the Bandmaster had purposely done so in order to throw out the marching, and in 
consequence Lloyd Pacha asked the Sirdar for permission to place the officer in arrest, 
but the Sirdar did not consider such a step at that time advisable. 

During the march past His Highness frequently turned to Maher Pasha and 
made disparaging remarks to him and to tho Sirdar about the troops. On the 
completion of the march past the cavalry and Camel Corps trotted and cantered past, 
the troops were then formed up on the original alignment, and the Sirdar taking 
command, advanced in review order and saluted His Highness. His Highness then 
ordered up commanding officers and to each one expressed his opinion of their part in 
the review. 

He expressed himself satisfied with the cavalry and was moderately pleased with 
the Camel Corps, but he considered there was room for improvement in both. 

To the native officer commanding the battery he said that his battery was very 
much better than tho battery in Cairo (which is under the command of an English 
officer), and ho warned him to be careful not to let his battery become like the battery 
in Cairo, or words to that effect (His Highness was evidently unaware that the native 
officer ho was addressing Avas only in temporary command, the actual commanding 
officer, Bimbashi Pullen, having joined the staff for that day’s parade). He informed 
El Kaimakam Harkness Bey, officer commanding 2nd battalion, that his battalion 
was very bad, in fact the worst on parade, and he must work hard to improve it; he 
said that all his officers Avere bad, and that he hoped he would shortly see them in 
Cairo, where they would improve (as this battalion Avas marching past His Highness 
said to the Sirdar, “I think this battalion is worse than that battalion I saAV at 
Assouan,” and pointing to an officer he said, “ That officer is like a porter at the Cairo 
Railway Station;” he also said to Harkness Bey that his officers looked as if they had 
just come from Dongola, and that lie had heard his officers eat with their men. 

To Elkairn Sillcm Bey, officer commanding 3rd battalion, he said that he knew 
the 3rd battalion Avell, both at Cairo and Alexandria, and he was glad to see it was in 
a better condition than Avhen he last saAV it. He, however, urged Sillom Bey to work 
it up more, as there was much room for improvement; that he must know that the 
3rd battalion Avas not as good as the 6th or 8th battalions (both commanded by native 
commanding officers), though ho admitted that it Avas the best battalion on parade that 
afternoon. 
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To Elkaim Macdonald Bey he expressed himself dissatisfied with his battalion, 
the 11th Soudanese, and said that if he worked hard for some years he might 
improve it. 

To Elkaim Machell Bey, officer commanding 12th Soudanese, he made similar 
.remarks to the above, and said that both the 11th and 12tli battalions were inferior to 
the 10th Soudanese, and repeated that the 6th and 8th battalions were superior to any 
he had seen. He said that he could make no special comparison between the 11th 
and 12th battalions, as they were both equally bad and must be worked up and 
improved. 

His Highness then turned to Lloyd Pasha and said, ie The cavalry, Camel Corps, and 
-artillery are good; with regard to the infantry, they are not the best I have seen in my 
life; in fact, I think I may say they are the worst.” (His Highness only saw the 
infantry march past once in column. He countermanded the further movements 
which had been intended). 

His Highness then turned to the Sirdar, thanked him for the parade, and told him 
to tell the officers he was satisfied. The Sirdar, who had not heard all that His 
Highness had said to Lloyd Pasha, told the latter to tell the officers; whereupon 
Lloyd Pasha said that, in view of the remarks the Khedive had just made that he was 
dissatisfied, that it would be impossible for him to do so. 

His Highness then rode off parade, being almost immediately joined by the Sirdar. 

His Highness began by saying that he was very dissatisfied with the various 
things he had seen, and the Sirdar briefly disagreed with some of His Highness’ 
criticisms. His Highness then said to the Sirdar, “ To tell you the truth. Kitchener 
Pasha, I consider it is disgraceful for Egypt to be served by such an army.” Where¬ 
upon the Sirdar replied in a most respectful tone: “ I beg to tender your Highness 
my resignation,” and His Highness not seeming to quite understand, he repeated, “ I 
beg to resign your Highness’ service.” His Highness appeared so much taken aback. 
He rode on for a few moments without saying anything, and then completely altering 
his tone, became most cordial, saying to the Sirdar, “ Why do you take it in that way, 
Kitchener Pasha ? ” The Sirdar replied, “ Your Highness, I am not in the least 
angry; but in resigning I consider I am only doing my dutyand he repeated several 
times that he considered it his duty to resign. 

His Highness then said that his remarks were not directed against the whole of 
the Egyptian army, as he had been pleased with the cavalry, to which the Sirdar 
replied he was glad to hear it. His Highness then said, “You think it is because of 
the English officers, but I give you my word of honour that I treat English and 
native officers all alike.” The Sirdar replied that the position of English officers in 
the Egyptian army was both a difficult and exceptional one, and could in no way be 
compared to that of the Egyptian officer, that His Highness had most pointedly 
criticised adversely almost everything under British direction, and that the British 
officers’ position would be almost untenable if they were publicly treated in this 
manner. His Highness then said again, “ I give you my honour as a gentleman that 
I never intended anything against the English officers as a whole,” and he stated that 
he was very pleased with the Sirdar and Lloyd Pasha. The Sirdar continued to say 
that, if things continued, it would be impossible for him to obtain the services of good 
officers. Whereupon His Highness said that he was quite satisfied with the present 
English officers; to which the Sirdar replied that that might be so, but that he would 
be imable to get the same class of officer again to serve in the Egyptian army under 
the changed circumstances. His Highness then begged the Sirdar to consider the 
incident as closed, that he had the fullest confidence in him, and he reminded him that 
he himself had specially asked for his services on Grenfell Pasha’s retirement; he 
repeated that he had no intention his remarks should be treated in sucli a serious 
light. On dismounting from his horse to go on board, His Highness took the Sirdar’s 
hand, which he held in his own for some time, reiterating that he begged the Sirdar 
would consider the incident as closed. 

Erom the above conversation it was evident that His Highness felt ho had gone 
too far and was now anxious to make reparation, and although the Sirdar did not 
withdraw his resignation, he left His Highness with the impression that he would not 
persist in it. 

On his return on board, the Sirdar dispatched the following telegram to ’Bundle, 

Cairo:-— 

Give following to Lord Cromer and the general officer commanding:— 

“ ‘ On the parade of this afternoon His Highness made various disparaging remarks 
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to the English commanding officers, and subsequently told me that it was disgraceful 
to Egypt to be served by so bad by an army. I thereupon respectfully tendered my 
resignation, Since His Highness’ arrival on the frontier it has appeared to me and 
others that he has consistently spoken disparagingly of almost every English officer, 
and therefore his remarks this afternoon were rather a culmination to a series of 
similar uncalled-for criticisms, which in this case I did not feel myself able to pass 
without some definite protest for the honour and credit of the Egyptian army. TTir 
Highness became immediately very cordial, and repeatedly begged me to withdraw my 
resignation. I pointed out that the position of English officers in this country would 
be almost untenable if they were so treated publicly, and that it would be impossible 
for me to obtain the services of good officers in the Egyptian army if this state of 
things continued. 

“ ‘ His Highness assured me that he had no intention of specially abusing English 
officers, but that he treated them all alike with native officers. Eventually His 
Highness assured me of his complete confidence, and though I did not absolutely 
withdraw my resignation, I gave him to understand I would not persist. His 
Highness did not attend the dinner subsequently given to officers on the plea of 
indisposition.’ 

“ I hope Lord Cromer approves my action.—S irdar.” 

At the dinner given in the tent at 6‘30 p.m. (about balf-an-hour after the incident 
related above) His Highness Prince Euad took the place of His Highness the Khedive, 
whose absence he explained was due to the fact that he was suffering from 
indisposition. 

After dinner there was a military tattoo, torch-liglit march, and display of fire¬ 
works, and Haifa and Tewfikieh were brilliantly illuminated. It was evident officers 
and civilians had done their utmost to make a good and effective display. Most of 
them had subscribed from their own pockets, and, as an instance, the 11th Soudanese 
may be quoted as having collected and expended on decorations, &c., a sum of Gil. 

His Highness did not, however, come ashore, though he sent one of his Aides-de- 
camp to express his regret to the Sirdar that he was prevented through indisposition. 

The non-appearance of His Highness caused great disappointment, and his 
disparaging remarks on the review having by this time got abroad, the evening’s 
proceedings were considerably damped, and there was a general feeling of depression 
throughout the entire garrison. 

During the dinner there had been a general disposition on the part of the English 
officers to be silent (though any unpoliteness was avoided), and this attitude on their 
part marked, in a very significant manner, how much they had felt the uncalled-for 
criticism of His Highness on the afternoon parade. 

Information received from Suakin by telegram corroborated in general terms the 
news regarding the intended attack on Mural. It was also said that the Dervishes 
had sent strong patrols towards Ambigole from Suarda, as it was the impression 
amongst the Dervishes that the arrival of His Highness on the frontier was to be the 
signal for an advance of the Government troops towards the south. In order to 
oppose this, it is said reinforcements from Omdurman are shortly oxpected at Dongola, 
where a determined stand is to be made. The Shagieli Camel Corps had already been 
dispatched some distance south from Sarras, and after the parade further Camel Corps 
and cavalry were dispatched to Sarras to patrol thence towards Ambigole during His 
Highness’ visit to Sarras the following day. 

Saturday, January 20. Sarras and Haifa .—At 6'30 A.M. His Highness left by train 
for Sarras. It was generally remarked that when beginning the journey he appeared 
somewhat nervous, as if he thought there might be a desire on the part of the English 
officers not to speak, but of this there was no intention, and His Highness conversed 
freely with the Sirdar and Lloyd Pasha during the railway journey. 

His Highness arrived at Sarras at 8*30 A.M., and inspected the 7th Egyptian 
battalion, under Elkaim Eathi Bey, w r hieli marched past His Highness in column to 
the tents, after which the “alarm” was sounded. His Highness did not ascend the 
hill fort. He expressed himself very satisfied to Eathi Bey with all he had seen, but 
made no remarks on the subject to the Sirdar. His Highness remained only a short 
time at Sarras, and reached Haifa at noon. Owing to the change of programme, which 
dispensed with lunch at Sarras, His Highness commanded as many officers as could bo 
spared from the Sarras garrison to dine with him at Haifa the same evening. Ho also 
commanded all the officers in the Haifa garrison of the rank of Captain to dine on that 
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evening. This was apparently done to calm the excited and disappointed feeling of 
the native officers, and it was ascertained that Maher Pasha visited the barracks and 
spoke to several of the officers. What he said is not known, but it is thought that he 
probably explained to them that His Highness’ displeasure was not really meant for 
them. 

At 4*30 p.m. His Highness rode through the lines, dismounting at the quarters of 
the respective battalions and corps, and seeing ther ooms, kits, &c. He spoke in very 
cordial terms with the various commanding officers (English and native), as if 
endeavouring to retrieve the bad impression which his attitude has created on the 
previous day ; he also mentioned to the Sirdar that on parade the day before he had 
felt a rush of blood to the head, and when this occurred he hardly knew what he said 
or did. This he evidently said to excuse himself. 

His Highness had previously commanded his yacht to be sent down to Tewfikieh, 
and after visiting the Bazaars, hospital, Government buildings, and Mosque (where he 
remained some time in prayer), he went on board. Several native officers were subse¬ 
quently received on board by His Highness, amongst them Eatlii Bey, Abdel Salam 
Effendi Zeki; they had been told to come by Maher Pasha. His Highness did not, 
however, attend the dinner which was given in the tent at Haifa, nor did he again 
come ashore. Consequently, the Soudanese regimental dance, which was to have taken 
place in the larger square, was countermanded, and the battalions were permitted to 
dance in their respective barrack squares. The Sirdar and English officers were 
present at these dances. 

The non-appearance of His Highness on this, the second evening, was also a cause 
of much disappointment and comment. 

Lloyd Pasha, previous to the Khedive’s visit to the barracks this afternoon, 
reported to the Sirdar the gist of the following telegram, which was dispatched to 
Cairo:— 


“ The Khedive’s attitude yesterday has created a profound impression amongst 
the native officers and troops here. It is difficult to say exactly what this feeling is, 
hut it appears to be one of great disappointment. To-day His Highness has been most 
conciliatory to all.— Sirdar.” 


It was noticed throughout the afternoon and evening of Eriday and Saturday 
that there was a certain amount of commotion on the Khedival yachts, and Maher 
Pasha was noticed going backwards and forwards at intervals between the barracks 
and the yacht. 

In the course of conversation between the Sirdar and his Aide-de-camp (Badre 
EfF.) and between Zohri Pasha and Wingate Bey, both these officers expressed their 
opinion most freely that His Highness’ attitude had had a most discouraging effect on 
all, and that it was very unfortunate he had assumed an attitude which had caused 
little short of consternation amongst all ranks, who had one and all done their utmost 
to give His Highness a loyal welcome, and had expended considerable sums in their 
efforts to make an effective display. Many of the officers and troops had been on the 
frontier during the late Khedive’s visit in 1891, and the very marked difference 
between his attitude and that of his son formed a general topic of conversation. 

His Higness during his entire stay made no reference to the severity of frontier 
service, and refrained from offering any word of kindly sympathy to those whose lot it 
was to serve in distant stations far from their homes and families, and in a state of 
constant preparedness for war. His neglect to do so, coupled with the fact that 
Gliazi Muklitar Pasha during his recent visit to the frontier had shown himself 
thoroughly appreciative of the efficiency of the Egyptian army and of the severity and 
trials of frontier service, has caused invidious comparisons to bo made, the general 
tenour of which are to the effect, “What is the Khedive, and what is his military 
knowledge that ho should criticize adversely when a real soldier like Gliazi Mukhtar 
has expressed himself satisfied ? 

Before leaving Haifa tho Sirdar expressed his wish to the English officers that 
they should do all in their power to prevent a discussion of His Highness’ attitude 
which might in any way be derogatory to His Highness’ dignity or show any tendency 
to disloyalty, and from reports received the Sirdar considered the situation somewhat 
serious. His Aide-de-camp, Badre Eff., who was constantly with the native officers, 
reported that ho had heard some strong opinions expressed, and that there was not only 
deep disappointment, but in some cases a feeling of irritation; and he stated that His 
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Highness unusual course in making invidious comparisons between battalions had 
caused considerable excitement amongst the troops. 

This morning a letter reached the Haifa Intelligence Office from a secret agent at 
Hongola stating that reinforcements from Omdurman were expected to arrive at 
Dongola in a few days, that it was the Khalifa’s idea His Highness the Khedive was 
about to advance south with Ghazi Mukhtar Pasha and the troops, and that in 
consequence all preparations were being made in Dongola to resist attack, but that, in 
the event of Egyptian troops not marching south, an expedition would be dispatched 
by the Dervishes to the Western Oases. Another attack would be made on Mural and 
Osman Digna would harass Suakin and Tokar, and perhaps advance north into the 
Beshari country. 

When it is known His Highness is not advancing south it is not improbable the 
Dervishes may make another attempt on Mural and towards the Western Oases; but, 
on the other hand, it is quite possible that the effects of the Italian victory at Agordat 
may make the Dervishes hesitate to risk another defeat. 

The Sirdar received the following telegram in the evening of January 20, 1894, 
from Lord Cromer:— 

“ I entirely approve of your action. If you consider advisable, you may inform 
Khedive I greatly regret learning language which lie has used about army, as to 
efficiency of which there is no doubt, and that I have reported circumstances to- 
London.” 

Erom Bundle, Cairo, January 20,1894,10-35 p.m. :— 

“ Following from Lord Cromer (Private): 

“ ‘ My present impression is that the Khedive’s language and behaviour, as 
reported by you, should not be allowed to pass without serious notice. I am tele¬ 
graphing home about it. In the meanwhile do not leave Assouan on your return 
journey to Haifa without referring to me. I may have to ask you to come back here. 
Let me know if anything further of importance occurs, also if you think that Maher 
is at the bottom of the Khedive’s action.’” 

Sunday, January 21. Haifa to North. —His Highness left Haifa at 5’30 a.m. and at 
2 p.m. Korosko was passed. Erom here the Sirdar dispatched the following telegram 
to Bundle, Cairo:— 

“ Following for Lord Cromer:— 

“ ‘ Unless your Lordship considers such serious action contemplated as neces¬ 
sitates my return Cairo, I consider I should immediately return Haifa, as feeling 
there amongst troops is most acute. The cordiality between English and Egyptian 
officers is, I think, unimpaired, but I feel it absolutely necessary that Lloyd 
and myself should be there to use all our influence during the next few days; 
the Khedive’s injudicious comparison between battalions has created considerable 
feeling, effects on which may be serious. Begarding Maher it is impossible to 
say definitely, though the Khedive frequently referred to him while making 
disparaging remarks, receiving encouragement and his influence on the Khedive 
during his visit to the frontier has been, in my opinion, distinctly pernicious; 
still I consider dislike of English officers in Egyptian army, and a desire to lower 
them in the eyes of the natives, together with possibly a wish to contradict Ghazi 
Mukhtar, have been the principal causes of recent attitude of Khedive. Owing to 
general aspect of affairs I have not thought it advisable to communicate your 
Lordship’s message to Khedivo. Am writing fully.’ 

“Wire as soon as possible approval of my leaving for Haifa. Shall travel night 
and day.—S irdar.” 

Say ala. —At 6'30 p.m. His Highness reached Sayala, where he moored for the 
night. Tho Sirdar had an interview with His Highness, also Lloyd Pasha. His 
Highness said he was suffering from a cold and sore throat, contracted, as he said, by 
having risen at 5‘30 a.m. to salute tho guard of honour drawn up on the bank (his 
having done so while ho had on several occasions left almost unnoticed the continuous 
efforts made by tho garrison to show their loyalty and welcome to His Highness 
requires no further comment). It was ascertained at Sayala that Minslietta Bey 
had remained there only a day, and had returned north by last post boat. 
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The action of His Highness in giving green robes of honour to certain Arab 
Sheiks on the frontier,- without reference either to the Sirdar officer commanding 
frontier, shows a marked difference to the scrupulous etiquette in such matters which 
actuated the late Khedive, Tewfik Pasha, in his visit in 1891, was most careful to do 
nothing on the frontier without previous reference to the Sirdar and the officer 
commanding frontier, and it was entirely on their recommendations that the Khedive 
bestowed any bounties to troops or inhabitants. The present Khedive, especially in 
civil matters, has acted apparently under the advice of Maher Pasha; and neither 
the Sirdar nor the officer commanding frontier has any official cognizance that His 
Highness has granted robes, or disbursed money or food to any of the civil population, 
though, from various sources, it has been ascertained that robes and gifts have been 
given; and Maher Paslia, through subordinate native supply officers, has ordered 
bags of grain to be given to various persons. The above remarks, though not of any 
very special importance, are merely added to show the marked difference between the 
visits of the respective Khedives. 

His Highness arrived at Shellal at 1 o’clock, and at once landed. It was noticed 
that as he walked from the steamer to the railway platform, two of his Aides-de- 
camp brushed past the Sirdar and Lloyd Pasha, who were walking besides him and 
of His Highness, as if to afford him protection. 

On arriving at North End His Highness proceeded on board his yacht, and made 
as if he wished to say “ Good bye ” to the Sirdar and Lloyd Pasha before crossing the 
gangway, but the Sirdar prevented this by saying that he would be glad if His 
Highness would allow him to say a few words in private. His Highness and the 
Sirdar then went on board the steamer, and the Sirdar began by saying, “ All the 
officers at Haifa are extremely sorry at your niglmess’ displeasure. This is not only 
the case with the English officers, but with the native officers as well. I hope your 
Highness, for the good of the army, will give me some assistance in modifying this 
impression, as I consider it is a very serious matter, and my position is a very difficult 
one.” His Highness then said, “I cannot, Kitchener Pasha, do anything to modify 
what I said at Haifa; 1 think I was acting within my rights, and both itiaz Pasha 
and myself look upon the army as of the first importance.” The Sirdar then said, “I 
am afraid, your Highness, that, under these circumstances, I shall not bo able to 
restore the state of affairs at Haifa to what it was before.” nis Highness replied, 
“ I cau do nothing to help you.” Tho Sirdar said he thought it very probable the 
English officers would resign, and if they did he would be able to get none to replace 
them. His Highness replied, “They must do as they like; of course, if they all 
resign it will lead to a political question, which I may hear more of in Cairo.” The 
Sirdar then said, “ I will return to Haifa and do all I can to avert any crisis in the 
Egyptian army.” His Highness said, “ Thank you. Good bye,” and sending for 
Lloyd Pasha, said to him, “ I wish to toll you that I am very pleased with everything 
I have seen in the Mudirieh. Tho people are very contented under present arrange¬ 
ments. I hope they may continue to be so. I wish to thank you personally for all 
tho trouble you have taken, and for that which I have given you during my visit to 
the frontier.” The Sirdar and Lloyd Pasha then left tho steamer, which sailed for 
the north about an hour later (4 p.m.). David Bey, who remained to see the steamer 
off, reported that, after the departure of the Sirdar and Lloyd Pasha, His Highness 
held a levee of a number of native officers and officials who assembled on the bank 
to see His Highness off. He had personal interviews with several of the native 
officers. Beshir Bey was almost the last to leave the steamer; ho had a long inter¬ 
view, and his brother was presented with a green robe. It is generally reported that 
His Highness in presenting green robes refers to them as his “ green tibbehs,” 
which being of a green colour are meant to romind the wearers of their religious 
obligations. Heretofore the usual colour of robes of honour were red (this custom is 
said to date from the Ahbasside dynasty), but His Highness has decided to replace red 
by green robes. 

It is also generally reported that Maher Pasha, during His Highness’ visit, has 
been in constant communication with the native officers, and has done all in his power 
to make them espouso the anti-English cause, and it is assumed that he must have 
explained to tl\em that Ilis Highness’ displeasure was not directed against them, but 
was done with the intention of lowering the British officers in the eyes of the natives. 
In tho opinion of the Sirdar and other English officers, who have carefully watched 
and noted the various incidents, there seems little doubt that this was the rhle the 
Khedive and Maher Pasha set themselves to carry out, and it would also appear to be 
generally conceded amongst the native officers and civilians that His Highness and 
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Maher Pasha have succeeded in their object, and that they have now proved to the 
inhabitants of the frontier that their attitude is absolutely anti-English, and that His 
Highness’ desire is to make his subjects share his views. The inhabitants of Assouan 
are eagerly discussing the situation amongst themselves ; almost every incident which 
has occurred seems to be known in a general way to the various Government officials, 
and there is everywhere a general feeling of expectancy that something is about to 
happen, though no one can say exactly what the feeling is ; but the impression seems 
to have gained ground that a great change is impending, in which English officers and 
officials will have to give way. The question was asked, “ Is Maher Pasha popular ? ” 
and the answer given by a Coptic official was : “ The people all say long live the 
Khedive; long live Maher Pasha.” Careful inquiries were made as to the feelings 
existing between the Black troops and their officers, and it appears to be generally 
admitted that they are attached to their English officers, but dislike the Egyptian 
officers, who cannot disabuse themselves of the notion that they arc slaves, and there 
have been several cases of Egyptian officers tampering with the Black women. Eor 
these reasons the majority of Egyptian officers are not popular in the Black 
battalions. Attempts have also been made through tho Egyptian “ Imams ” (priests) 
to instil more religion into the Black battalions; banners, &c., have been sent to 
them from Cairo. At first it seemed as if these attempts were likely to be successful, 
but latterly the feeling has died • out, and except in a few isolated cases, it may be 
generally considered that the Black battalions are tho least likely to be affected by 
v the deliberate attempts which have been made to throw discredit on their British 

officers. 

Erom further inquiries it has been ascertained that when the Sirdar said good bye 
to nis Highness at Assouan, His Highness, at tho levee which he held subsequently, 
spoke in the kindest manner to the Egyptian officers and officials, and to several said 
that he hoped shortly to transfer them to the Palace; amongst those who are to be so 
honoured are,-it is said, Elkaim Eathi Bey, and the interpreter to whom he had 
spoken so angrily at the hospital. hi summing up generally on His Highness’ visit to 
the frontier, it has become daily more and more apparent that Ilis Highness’ action 
throughout was premeditated and deliberate; bis intention has undoubtedly been to 
insult the British officers, find fault with their work, and, in fact, to lose no 
opportunity to belittle them in the eyes of their native subordinates, and at the same 
time elevate Egyptian officers, and prove to them that the present system of 
administration is unpleasing to him; whilst, as regards civil matters, he has almost 
ignored the responsibilities of the English officials, who are the actual Heads of the 
Civil Administration. 

If what has occurred amounted merely to a series of insults, which, if retracted, 
would leave matters as they Avere before, then this series of incidents might be 
terminated without much trouble or difficulty; but the matter does not end here. A 
definite lino of action has been deliberately pursued by His Highness Avhich cannot 
fail to have disastrous effects. It is only natural Egyptian officers and officials should 
look to the Khedive as their Bulcr, but Avlien that Euler has in the most open manner 
pointed out to those officers and officials that he entirely disapproves of the existing 
rdgime, surely such a course must be subversive of discipline, and fraught Avith serious 
consequences Avhich at present it is impossible to forecast Avitli any certainty. It was 
^ with this feeling uppermost in his mind that the Sirdar determined after quitting His 

Highness to lose no time in returning to Haifa to ascertain, and, if possible, obviate, 
the serious consequences he anticipated. Tho Sirdar telegraphed as follows to Lord 
Cromer; — 

“ The Khedive is now leaving. I told him of the serious nature of affairs at 
Haifa. He said he could and would do nothing; that he had acted Avithin his rights, 
and that both he and Itiaz Pasha considered army first importance. If English 
officers could not remain, then it Avould be a political question, but they must do as 
they liked, and that he Avould do nothing to modify in any Avay his displeasure at 
Haifa garrison. It almost appears as if he had had news from Cairo. He is going 
doAvn as fast as possible, and appears to have changed his attitude from yesterday, 
» Avhich Avas conciliatory. In any case, I think Maher Pasha should be dismissed, as 

there is no doubt he has been used for purposes of intrigue with officers here.” 

About lialf-an-hour aftor the dispatch of the above telegram the following telegram 
was received from Lord Cromer (through Bundle):— 


■ 
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"Lord Rosebery has told me to tell the Khedive that he considers the recent 
incident as very serious. ■ I am about to request Riaz Pasha and Tigrane, under 
instructions which have been received, to move Khedive to issue an order of the day 
in commendation of the army, especially British officers, and also the removal of 
Maher. The members of the English Government are now scattered, but if Khedive 
refuses to give satisfaction as soon as they assemble, they will consider stringent 
measures, which will place the Egyptian army under more direct control, and will 
protect British officers from injurious treatment. In the meantime, the various 
instances of insult which have occurred of late would be published, so that the 
English nation may realize the situation. Their publicity would lead to a strong 
outburst of public opinion. I trust all this can be avoided by Khedive at once 
acceding to the two demands mentioned above. You can use as much of this as you 
think desirable under all circumstances on the frontier to communicate to Khedive. 
Also, as to your return, if you apprehend disturbances, you had better return to Wady 
Haifa, keeping me informed of all that goes on.” 

Almost immediately after the receipt of the above telegram, the following was 
received from Lord Cromer:— 

“ I have spoken to Riaz Pasha and Tigrane in accordance with previous telegram, 
and have urged them to advise Khedive to yield at. once on the two points ; namely, 
a satisfactory order of the day, which should be in the terms of a letter addressed to 
you and signed by himself, and the removal of Maher. In answer to their observa¬ 
tions I stated that no verbal explanation would suffice, and that this was the 
minimum satisfaction which could bo accepted. My idea is that you had better 
explain to Khedive how matters stand, but as to this you know best. Impress on 
Khedive extreme gravity of incident.” 

As the Sirdar’s telegram had already, by a curious coincidence, practically 
answered the two telegrams received from Lord Cromer; the Sirdar, therefore, in 
reply wired to Rundle at 10 p.h. :— 

“Inform Lord Cromer that my cypher telegram from here was sent before 
receipt of his two latest cypher telegrams received to-day after departure of Khedive, 
but, as you will have perceived, I had practically without knowing his wishes, begged 
Khedive to comply with his first demand, which he definitely refused to do.” 

At the same time a further telegram was sent by Sirdar to Rundle:— 

“ Re my cypher telegram; wire if I should come to Cairo or not.” 

Tuesday, January 23. Assouan. —The Sirdar, impressed with the necessity of 
returning to Haifa—if only for a few hours—and, at the same time, being desirous 
of supplying the Cairo authorities the fullest information, dispatched the following 
telegram at 9 a.m. on the 23rd January to Rundle:— 

“Inform Lord Cromer I am very grateful for support, and that after deep 
consideration I have decided to send Wingate to Cairo by mail to-day with Report 
and complete diary of events, which will give Lord Cromer every detail of Khedive’s 
visit and remarks. I proceed Haifa, and if, as I hope, my presence there may calm 
the situation, I shall return Cairo with all speed, probably arriving Sunday morning. 
Several native officers have urged me to return Haifa, and though much wishing to 
be in Cairo where I may be wanted, I consider the above tlio best course. There is 
no doubt the general impression that the Khedive came up with the deliberate 
intention of forcing English officers out of the Egyptian army. His refusal to me 
yesterday to do anything to modify the tension of the situation, appears to me to 
show distinctly that such was his object and that he still hopes to attain it. Unless 
he gives the satisfaction demanded, i consider that the critical situation here would 
continue. Wire me at once if wanted to stop me going Haifa. Shall leave at 4 p.m. 
to-day. Keep Wingate’s departure private.” 

Two other unimportant telegrams passed, and the Sirdar left for Haifa at 5 p.m. 
I left Assouan for Cairo at 5 p.m. also. 

Wednesday , January 24.—On arrival at Luxor at 5 p.m. I found the Khedive’s 
steamers here. His Highness sent for Zohri Pasha, who was travelling, and inquired 
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of him who was on board the post boat; he also said that he intended visiting the 
Fayum before returning to Cairo. 

At Luxor I saw Settle Pacha, who told me that His Highness had informed him 
that he had received Lord Cromer’s ultimatum through Riaz Pacha ; he appeared to 
be nervous and upset, but said that he intended writing a full Report himself, and 
that the Sirdar had exaggerated the importance of the incident. Settle Pasha agreed 
to keep me informed of anything of importance. Left Luxor for Cairo at 6 p.m., which 
should be reached on Eriday morning. ' 

(Signed) E. R. WINGaTE, 

Miralai, Egyptian Army , D.M.L 

Post boat “ Hatasoo,” January 25,1894. 


Ho. 50. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 5.) 

( No. 21.) 

My Lord, Cairo, January 28, 1894. 

I HA YE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship copy of the semi-official 
letter which I addressed to Tigrane Pasha on the 24th instant with reference to the 
recent events on the frontier, and which Riaz Pasha took with him when he went to meet 
His Highness the Khedive at Girgeh. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in Ho. 50. 

Lord Cromer to Tigrane Pasha. 

My dear Tigrane Pasha, Cairo , January 24, 1894. 

AS I understand that Riaz Pasha is about to leave Cairo in order to confer with His 
Highness upon the recent events on the frontier, it is perhaps desirable that I should 
explain in writing the views which 1 have already communicated to you verbally. 

1 communicated to Lord Rosebery General Kitchener’s report of all that had 
occurred. In reply, Lord Rosebery directed me to inform the Khedive that he 
considered the incident as very serious. It has become the practice of His Highness to 
inflict slights on British officers. It is impossible for Her Majesty’s Government to allow 
this conduct to continue unchecked, and, even if they were minded to do so, the English 
nation would not tolerate it. Adequate satisfaction must be given, and should His 
Highness refuse to give just satisfaction, it will become incumbent on Her Majesty’s 
Government to consider stringent measures which will place the Egyptian army under 
more direct control, and which will protect British officers from injurious treatment. 
Pending, or simultaneously with the consideration of this question, the various instances 
which have formed the subject of correspondence, and which have occurred of late, 
would be published, in order that the true facts of the situation, which are now only 
partially understood, may be realized in England. I can scarcely doubt that their 
publication would produce a deep effect on English public opinion. 

The reparation which I am instructed to propose is as follows :— 

1 . That the Khedive should publish an order of the day in commendation of the 
army, and especially of the British officers. This might conveniently take the form of a 
letter addressed by His Highness to the Sirdar, to be published in general orders. 

2 . That Maher Pasha should be tiansferred to some civil appointment. Recent 
events have clearly shown that Maher Pasha is a bad adviser, a cause of strife, and an 
obstacle to that harmonious co-operation between the English and Egyptian elements in 
the army, w hich it is essential to secure, and which, though it formerly existed, has now 
been seriously impaired. 

Allow me to add a few words on my own behalf. I have passed some of the best 
years of my life in this country. Although I may occasionally have had differences of 
opinion Avith the various authorities with whom I have been brought in contact, you are, 
I am sure, aware of my sincere sympathy for the Egyptians, and of the deep interest I 
take in all that concerns the welfare of Egypt. My long experience of the country 
[773] Y 
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teaches me that the actual situation, more especially as regards the army, although, 
perhaps, not very serious at present, may not improbably become serious unless some 
speedy remedy is applied. Basing myself on my long experience, and on the many 
services which—I may, perhaps, be allowed to say—it has been my good fortune to 
render to Egypt during the last seventeen years, I would make an earnest personal appeal 
both to His Highness the Khedive and to His Ministers to settle this matter at once 
in the only way it can be settled, that is to say, by accepting without delay the very 
moderate proposals which I am now Instructed to make. 

No doubt can reasonably exist as to the general efficiency of the Egyptian army, as 
to the services which the British officers have rendered to Egypt, or as to the imprudence 
of attempting at present to make any organic changes in a machine which has worked so 
satisfactorily. The highest military authorities have spoken in terms of eulogy and 
commendation of the army. 

Very, &c, 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. 51. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.— (Received February 5.) 

(No. 22.) 

My Lord Cairo, January 28,1894. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship an extract from the 
“ Journal Officiel” of yesterday’s date, containing the laudatory order of the day 
addressed by His Highness the Khedive to the Egyptian army. , 

This order did not appear in the Arabic edition of the “ Journal Officiel, but 
Tigrane Pasha assures me that it will be produced in the next number, which appears 

to-morrow. „ 

The “Journal Officiel” also contains a telegram from Riaz Pasha to ligrane 

Pasha, which I also have the honour to inclose * 

This telegram states that His Highness has been painfully surprised at what has 
oeen said concerning his visit to the frontier, and that His Highness reserves to 
himself the right to establish the facts at a later date. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 51. 

Extract from the Egpytian “Journal Officiel ” of January 27, 1S94. 


Communication de Son Altesse le Khedive a son Excellence le Sirdar, d Wadi-Halfa. 

Me'dinet-el-Fayoum , le 26 Janvier, 1894. 

AVANT de quitter la Haute-Egypte pour rentrer au Cairo je tiens a reiterer 
toute ma sollicitude et toute ma bienveillance pour l’armde que jo viens de visiter i\ la 

frontffire. ■ . . .... . , 

Je tiens aussi a confirmer toute la satisfaction que ]e vous ai deja exprimee pour 

sa bonne tenue et sa discipline. . 

II m’est agrdable de feliciter les officiers taut Egyptiens qu Anglais qui la com- 
mandent, et je suis heureux de constater les services rendus par les officiers Anglais b, 

mon araffie. . , , . . . . 

Je vous prie, Sirdar, de donner connaissance de cet ordre du jour aux officiers et 

80ldat8 ‘ (Signe) ABBAS HILMI. 


• Inclosure 1 in No. 47. 


Telegramme de son Excellence Riaz Pacha d son Excellence Tigrane Pacha. 

Guirgueh, le 25 Janvier, 1894. 

Son Altesse le Khedive a 6t6 peniblement surpris par ce qui peut avoir 6t6 dit a 
l’occasion de son voyage a la frontihre. II se reserve d’etablir les faits ultdrieurement. 

Mais comme Son Altesse tient a ce qu’aueun doute ne puisse subsister sur son 
attachement pour son armee, e’est avec plaisir que par un ordre du jour au Sirdar elle 
reitere sa bienveillance pour les troupes et la grande satisfaction qu’elle a dprouvee en 
les inspectant. 


No. 52. 

Sir A. Nicolson to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 5.) 

(No. 63. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Per a, January 30,1894. 

AT an interview which I had to-day with the Grand Vizier, his Highness asked me 
whether I had heard anything in regard to an incident which had occurred between the 
Khedive and the Egyptian troops at Wady Haifa. I gave his Highness the information 
which I had received from your Lordship and Lord Cromer ; and spoke in the sense of 
your Lordship’s telegram No. 4 of the 23rd January. I said that the incident had been 
now closed in apparently a satisfactory manner. His Highness asked me if I could tell 
him what had induced the Khedive to make the remarks to which exception had been 
taken. And I replied that the most charitable explanation would be that it was a coup 
de tete of a young man. 

The Austrian Ambassador told me that he had questioned the Grand Vizier on the 
subject, and that the latter had observed that he considered the Khedive had been in the 
wrong in wounding the feelings of the officers and troops. Baron Calico pointed out that 
the remarks of the Khedive were in a measure an indirect affront to the Ottoman 
Government, coming as they did after the eulogies passed by Moukhtar Pasha on the 
Egyptian troops at Wady Haifa. The Grand Vizier apparently demurred somewhat to 
this interpretation, and said that he did not think Moukhtar Pasha had gone beyond the 
usual courteous observations which it was customary for Generals to make when they had 
been honourably received by a garrison. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


No. 53. 

Sir E. Monson to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 5.) 

(No. 20.) 

My Lord, Vienna, February 2,1894. 

COUNT KALNOKV spoke to me this morning about the recent effervescence of 
the Khedive, and the very serious effects which the folly of that young Prince might 
cause. 

His Excellency said that from the information which he had received, it appeared 
that the French Representative in Egypt bad become apprehensive that the stimulus 
thus given by His Highness to the fanaticism which had once before shown itself so 
dangerous might excite that spirit into an indiscriminate attack upon all Europeans in 
the country, and that he was consequently doing his best to impress upon the Egyptian 
Government his honest disapproval of the Khedive’s mischievous conduct. 

Count Kalnoky added that it was quite intelligible that every difficulty which we 
experience in Egypt is looked upon with mixed feelings by the French, who are partly 
pleased at our troubles, partly vexed at not having a share in dealing with them, and at 
having voluntarily given up the condominium. 

I said that, however that might be, Her Majesty’s Government would never again 
enter into such a partnership. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDMUND MONSON. 
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No. 54. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 21.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, February 8,1894. 

I HAVE received your Lordship’s despatch No. 21 of the 28th ultimo, inclosing 
a copy of the letter which you addressed to Tigrane Pasha respecting the censure 
passed hy the Khedive on the Egyptian troops at Wady Haifa. 

I approve the terms of the letter in question. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 55. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 9.) 

(No. 24.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, February 9, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Khedive is about to appoint Maher 
Pasha Governor-General of the Suez Canal. 


No. 56. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery .— (Received February 10.) 

(No. 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo , February 10,1894. 

I HAVE reason to believe, from various reports which have reached me, that 
M. Koyander and M. de Reverseaux, more especially the former, have advised His 
Highness to adopt a conciliatory attitude towards England under the present circum¬ 
stances, and that they are desirous of avoiding any serious rupture between the 
Khedive and Her Majesty’s Government. 


No. 57. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 12.) 

(No. 24. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 2, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, to your Lordship, a Memorandum by 
Mr. Bax-Ironside of a conversation which he held with Tigrane Pasha on the 1st 
instant at my request. 

I have, &c. 

(SigDed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 57. 

Memorandum. 

(Confidential.) 

ACTING under your Lordship’s instructions, I this morning had an interview 
with Tigrane Pasha. 

His Excellency did not disguise from me the uncertainty he was in regarding his 
own position. He stated that His Highness’ anger at the turn affairs had taken had 
fallen on Riaz Pasha and himself, adding, “ wo are both in the same boat.” 

I informed him of the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Government at tho closure 
of the incident, adding that I trusted it would not be reopened. Rumours had 
leached us that His Highness intended writing a defence of his conduct, in which 


every effort would be made to minimise what had occurred. It would be best not to 
raise a polemical discussion, which would only lead to increased publicity without 
furthering any good purpose. 

His Excellency stated that in his opinion it would be very difficult to restrain the 
Khedive from writing on the subject to Her Majesty’s Government should he feel 
inclined to do so, and if he used his influence with His Highness to attain this object 
it was certain that the Khedive would always assert that he had been condemned 
unheard. 

I informed Tigrane Pasha that it was your wish that Maher Pasha should be 
appointed Governor-General of the Canal as the appointment would take him away 
from the capital, and that the post of Governor of Cairo would not, in your opinion, 
be a suitable one for the late Under-Secrctary of State for War. His Excellency 
stated confidentially that the Ministers had advised His Highness in this sense. 

Before taking my departure I added that your Lordship had instructed me to 
convey to Riaz Pasha your appreciation of the difficulties which the Ministry had had 
to contend with and of the manner in which they had been solved. 

Tigrane Pasha seemed pleased at this communication. 

(Signed) H. 0. BAX-IRONSIDE 

Cairo, February 1, 1894. 


No. 58. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received Pehuary 12.) 

(No. 25. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 2, 1893. 

REFERRING to my despatch No 24, Confidential, of to-day’s date, I have the 
honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a Memorandum, by Mr. Bax-Ironside, 
of a conversation he held with his Excellency Riaz Pasha on the 1st instant. 

I requested Mr. Bax-Ironside to convey to the President of the Council my 
appreciation of his attitude during the late incident, and the satisfaction of Her 
Majesty’s Government at its termination. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 58. 

Memorandum. 

(Confidential.) 

AT an interview which I had to-day, at your Lordship’s request, with Riaz Pasha, 
I expressed to his Excellency your Lordship’s appreciation of the manner in which 
he had acquitted himself of his difficult task in advising His Highness to accept the 
proposals of Her Majesty’s Government for the settlement of the frontier incident. 

At the same time I expressed the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Government at 
the closure of the incident, which, I informed him, was also shared by your Lordship. 
Riaz Pasha requested me to convoy to your Lordship his thanks for your friendly 
assurances, adding that, whatever happened, he would always do his duty, and that 
late events had in no way diminished his personal feeling of friendship towards 
yourself. 

His Excellency then gave it as liis opinion that the press did a great deal of 
harm in investing the late incident with so much importance. This subject, however, 
I did not pursue. 

As regards Maher Pasha, the President of tho Council stated that his appoint¬ 
ment was practically settled; and I said I was in hopes that it would bo tho Governor- 
Generalship of the Canal. His Excellency, beforo I took my departure, assured me 
that His Highness, Avhom he had seen in the morning, had been “ bienveillant ” 
towards him ; and I left him under the impression that he was more confident in the 
future than appeared to be the case three days previously. 

Cairo, February 1, 1894. 
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No. 69. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 18.) 

(No. 16.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Rome, February 13,1894, 4'30 p.m. 

ACCORDING to information which has reached me to-day from a reliable source, 
the Mahdi has sent 3,000 men, 500 cavalry, and 1,000 camels from Khartoum to 
Osman Digna, who was appointed Chief at Kassala on the death of the late Chief at 
Agordat, and it is estimated that a fighting force of 10,000 men will soon he assembled 
at Kassala. 

A fresh expedition will, it is conjectured, shortly he undertaken in the direction 
of the Hadendowa country. I have not hesitated to bring this rumour to your 
Lordship’s knowledge, as some importance appears to he attached to it in Italian 
circles. 


No. 60. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 43.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 14,1894. 

THE Italian Ambassador read me to-day a despatch from his Government, of 
which he promised to send me a copy, with regard to the proceedings of Osman 
Digna. 

His Excellency urged that more frequent and intimate communications should 
take place between the authorities at Suakin and Massowah in respect to defensive 
measures against the Dervishes. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 61. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 16.) 

(No. 27.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo , February 16, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship the appointment of Zohrab 
Pasha, who was General Kitchener’s candidate, to the post of Under-Secretary of State 
at the War Office. 


No. 62. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 27.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, February 16,1894. 

I HAVE received your Lordship’s despatch No. 25, Confidential, of the 2nd 
instant, inclosing Mr. Bax-Ironside’s report of a conversation with Riaz Pasha, 
in which he expressed your appreciation of his Excellency’s attitude during tho recent 
frontier incident, and the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Government at its termination. 

You may convey to Mr. Bax-Ironside my approval of the language used by him 
at that interview. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 
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No. 63. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 28.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, February 16,1894. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 24, Confidential, of the 2nd instant, inclosing 
a Memorandum by Mr. Bax-Ironside of liis conversation with Tigrane Pasha on the 
subject of the incident of Wady Haifa. 

I approve the language employed by Mr. Bax-Ironside on that occasion. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 64. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 18.) 

(No. 28.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, February 18, 1894. 

I HAVE received a telegram from Sir Clare Eord recommending me Count 
Samminiatelli, an Italian officer. 

Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Rome states that the Count is coming to Egypt 
with the object of placing affairs in the Red Sea on a more satisfactory footing as far 
as Egyptian, Italian, and British interests are concerned. 

Baron Blanc is of opinion that, in their present state, they threaten Massowali 
and Suakin. 

His Excellency requests me to afford Count Samminiatelli all the assistance in 
my power, adding that he enjoys the full confidence of the Italian Foreign Office. 

I have replied that the Count is sure to be well received in Cairo, where he is 
well known, but that I should wish to be made more fully acquainted with the objects 
of his mission. 

The arrangement mado by Lord Dufferin in 1891 seems to work satisfactorily as 
far as I know, and I scarcely think it advisable to disturb that arrangement, and, at 
all events, not before some preliminary negotiations between the Cabinet of St. James* 
and that of the Quirinal. 


No. 66. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 19.) 

(No. 27.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 7,1894. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Egyptian General Assembly, which 
consists of the Ministers, the Members of the Legislative Council, and forty-six 
elected Notables, theoretically chosen by universal suffrage, aud which meets once 
in every two years, was opened yesterday by His Highness the Khedive. I inclose 
the French translation,* published in the “ Official Journal,” of the Speech delivered 
by His Higlmess, and of the proceedings of the Assembly. 

There had been rumours that the meeting of the Assembly would be made the 
signal of some demonstration against British policy, analogous to that inspired in high 
quarters on the occasion of the recent Session of the Legislative Council, but your 
Lordship will perceive that nothing of the kind took place. The only proposal made 
at the meeting was that of Mohammed Bey-el-Adi, one of the Representatives of 
Alexandria, for a reduction of the municipal franchise in that city; and the abolition 
of the clause in the municipal constitution confining each of the nationalities repre¬ 
sented to a maximum of three elected members; the object being to secure, if possible, 
to tho natives a majority on the Municipality over the Representatives of all the 
European colonies united. Tho motion to this effect made by Mohammed Bey-el-Adi, 
and supported by Hassan Bey Madkour, a leading Cairo merchant, was unanimously 
agreed to by the Assembly, but there is no probability of its being seriously considered 
by the Government. 


# Not printed. 
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The Session of the General 

incident. 


Assembly terminated to-day without any further 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C ROME It. 




No. 66. 

Colonel Slade to Sir Clare Ford.—(Received at the Foreign Office , February 19.) 

Sir, Rome , February 14, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, a translation of the official 
despatches of Colonel Arimondi, commanding the troops in Africa, regarding the 
action which took place at Agordat on the 21st December between the Italians and 
Dervishes under Ahmed Ali, together with maps of the country and its sur¬ 
roundings. 

Colonel Arimondi has since been promoted a Major-General for distinguished 
services in the field. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN RAMSAY SLADE. 


Inclosure in No. 66. 

Colonel Arimondi s Report on the Action of Agordat, fought against the Dervishes 

December 21,1893. 

(Translation.) 

POLITICAL interests, both in the interior of the Eritrean Colony as well as in 
the adjoining country, appeared as quiet as usual towards the end of November. 

All the districts, including Assaorta, where insignificant raids had produced slight 
disturbances, were then peaceful and quiet. 

The Abyssinian Rulers, the Tigris Ras, anxious to secure our protection and help < „ 

in order to overcome their home and external difficulties, were constant in their 
professed loyalty and friendship. 

On the Soudan frontier a more friendly feeling seems to prevail. Caliph Abdullah 
and the Governor of Kassala, Musaid Gaidun, had repeatedly expressed their intention 
of maintaining free communications for the Italian commerce, at the same time 
promising protection and security to our traffic. 

During October news were received of punishment inflicted on the troops of the 
Caliph in the Kordofan region by the new Mahdi, Earagel Meschin, so there was every 
reason to believe that the Caliph would be occupied in attempting to liberate His 
friend the Emir Mahmud Ahmed, at that moment actually shut up at Elobeid. 

Knowing, however, the unsettled character and the deceitful ways of the 
Dervishes, our colonial authorities were on the watch, and by means of special 
informers kept themselves well informed of every movo that might take place with 
our dangerous neighbours. 

We thus got information that Emir Elzachi Tamcl had been disgraced, summoned 
to Khartoum, and there, with his most faithful Chiefs, murdered. This was explained 
by the suspicion of the Caliph that Elzachi would join the rebels with the intention of 
placing his relatives in the most important posts of the Administration. 

The Emir Ahmed Ali was appointed Elzachi’s successor, and this appointment 
pointed to a fresh guarantee of peace, as Ahmed Ali, though a good administrator, was 
known to be an indifferent warrior. Shortly after a portion of the Ghcdarcfs troops 
were dispatched to Khartoum, with the intention, it was said, of reinforcing the troops 
in the Kordofan. 

Later, Ahmed Ali himself was summoned to Khartoum, while the whole of his . 

troops were concentrated at Ghedaref. 

Thus, towards the end of November rumours were afloat of a possible attack on 
the infidels—vague and contradictory; no more alarming than those usually current 
at Kassala and Kerens. 

In the beginning of December the reports gained ground, and with a certain 
amount of consistency. 

In the absence of our official Resident at Barca, the Officer commanding at 


Agordat reported that Ahmed Ali had returned to Ghedaref, and had ordered his troops 
to be prepared to march against the Italians. 

Similar orders had been given the year before to the same troops, then under the 
command of El Zachi, viz., to assemble at Ghedaref with the object of marching 
against Agordat; but, in fact, they advanced towards Gallabat a few days later. 

The same tactics might again have been repeated on this occasion. However, it 
was deemed prudent to be prepared, so the Colonial Government, whilst recom¬ 
mending an increase of the Secret Service fund to insure watchfulness on the frontier, 
directed another company of native troops to proceed from Keren to Agordat, at the 
same time ordering Lieutenant-Colonel Cortere, in command of the Keren district, to 
proceed to the Barca district with instructions to make a reconnaissance in force 
through the Mogareb district, with the twofold object of (1) inspiring confidence 
amongst the inhabitants; and (2) of acquainting the Dervishes of the presence of our 
troops, and thus possibly deterring them from attacking the tribes under our 
protection. 

On the 11th December the company from Keren arrived at Agordat. The 
regular troops in the Colony were then distributed, as shown in the accompanying 
Table (A). 

In addition, the Barca irregulars, under the command of Lieutenant Olivari, 
occupied the positions on the high lands between Diggher and Mogolo, guarding the 
main approaches. 

On the morning of the 11th reports were received from various sources that 
Ahmed Ali had arrived at Kassala some days previous with the fixed intention of 
advancing. 

However, neither our informers on the outposts gave any warning of the move¬ 
ments of the Dervishes from Kassala, nor were any detachments of cavalry, which 
usually precede a large force, observed. 

The same day orders were issued for the whole of the native garrison at Keren, 
the Asmara squadron, the 2nd mountain battery, two native companies of the garrison 
at Asmara, and the detached company at Az Teklesan, to hold themselves in readiness 
to march. 

It was also decided that in case the Dervishes were advancing that the Barca 
irregulars should harass their movements, avoiding an engagement, and if compelled 
to retire, should fall back on Agordat, destroying en route the wells. 

The Commander of the Keren district was further directed to convey a fresh 
supply of food and ammunition to Agordat sufficient for the troops on field service. 

By these means we could concentrate at Agordat within three days— 

7 companies of infantry, 

2 squadrons of cavalry, 

2 batteries of artillery, 

3 detachments of Barca irregulars, 

whilst the Dervishes, still at Kassala, could not possibly reach Agordat under five 
days. 

Assuming that, in addition to the ordinary garrison at Kassala, the whole of the 
troops from Ghedaref had arrived, but without reinforcements from Osman Digna or 
El Zachi Adal, the Governor of Berber (this being contrary to the traditional rules of 
the Dervishes), Ahmed Ali was estimated to have under his command about 10,000 
men, viz., from 6,000 to 7,000 rifles and muskets, and some 500 or 600 horses. 

Nothing occurred on the 12th. 

On the 13th information was received from natives coming from Kassala that the 
advance ordered for the 10th was definitely fixed for the 12th. 

It was also reported that Osman Digna was still at Adaramat on the Albara, four 
days’ march from Kassala. 

The reconnaissance into the Mogareb was then abandoned, and the Officer com¬ 
manding the district, already at Keren, was ordered to proceed to Agordat with one 
squadron, one battery, and one company, and to take command of the operations. 

On the morning of the 14th, the Commandant at Asmara was directed to reinforce 
Agordat by two companies, and the Asmara squadron to march by the route of Eerfer, 
and at the same time to reinforce Keren by the second battery. 

A company of native troops was similarly dispatched from Saati to Keren, 
proceeding by the Maldi route. 

Troops were ordered to carry six days’ rations. 
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I left Massowah l)y train tlie same afternoon for Agordat to take command of the 
troops and to direct the operations. 

On the afternoon of the 15th a telegraphic message was received from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cortere at Agordat that, in accordance with information received from the 
Chief of the Arei Agaha tribe, the Dervishes were advancing in two columns, one 
vih Gasc and Eimasa, and the other by Anasciat, and were already half way between 
Kassala and Agordat. The estimated force of the Wo columns amounted to about 
12,000 men. 

He asked that troops should promptly be sent to reinfore him at Agordat, and, 
notwithstanding that the reports might be exaggerated, the Commander of the 
2nd battalion of native troops at Keren was ordered at once to start with the 
remaining native company at his disposal, whilst the Commandant of the Az-Teclesan 
detachment was instructed to proceed to Keren with his own company to replace the 
former. 

The following was thus the position on the morning of the 16th:— 

Outposts .—Two days’ march from Agordat. The main body of irregulars, and 
the Keren squadron on the line Mogolo-Sciaglet-Digghe. 

At Agordat .—The 2nd battalion, and No. 1 battery; the Pcrfer column one 
march from Agordat. 

At Keren .—Two companies of natives No. 2 battery, one company of Cacciaton 
and detachments of artillery, Engineers, and Army Hospital Corps. 

En route I gave orders that the Keren squadron should proceed vi;\ Biscia and 
Ohar towards Amasciat, where probably it would meet the Dervishes. 

On the morning of the 17th the column dispatched from Asmara by the Eerfer 
route reached Agordat. 

I arrived at Keren the same day. The latest news reported that the enemy’s 
cavalry had arrived in small numbers at Amasciat and Keru. There was no news 
of the main column, which was supposed to be marching via Gasc. Probably the 
united forces were marching by caravan route. At 7 a.m. on the 18th I left Keren 
with a company of natives, which was to be replaced by a company from Archico. 

As our outposts on the lower Barca and Ausaba were still holding their positions, 
and did not confirm tho advance of Osman Digna from Albara, I ordered No. 2 < 

battery and a native company at Keren to hold themselves in readiness to march at a 
moment’s notice. 

When I arrived at Adarti I was informed that at 4 a.m. the advance guard of the 
Dervishes had reached Daura, and their camp fires wore scon in the Andcllait Valley. 

My resident officer informed mo that the Dervishes would march in the night with the 
object of reaching Baria Magareb and Bufit in the early morning. 

Our own irregulars were assembling on the hills between Biscia and Mogolo. 

No news whatever Avas received of the Dervish column supposed to be marching 
vih Gasc. Evidently they were marching together in one column along a single 
route. 

Being confident it was so I instructed the irregulars and the Keren squadron to 
harass the enemy on the line of march without accepting battle, but simply keeping 
in contact with them; in the meanwhile, I sent orders to Keren for No. 2 battery and 
the native company to join me at once at Agordat. 

I also telegraphed to our Resident at Saganciti to leave immediately for Agordat 
with the irregulars of Ocuffi-Cusai, who would bo reinforced en route by a company of 
the 3rd battalion at Asmara. 

Having assumed command I made all the necessary dispositions in case of an 
attack, strengthened our position, and placed outposts and vedettes so as to watch the 
various routes coming from Tacolai-Seiaglet and Ombul, and directed the wells at 
Asciai, where probably tho Dervishes would probably halt after leaving Bufit, to be 
destroyed. 

On tho morning of tho 19th Captain Carcliidio, commanding the advanced guard 
towards Bufit, reported that tho Dervishes cavalry had avoided Biscia and had reached 
Bufit. He himself, Avith the irregulars and cavalry, Avould remain at Sciaglot Avith 
the object of getting more accurate information and, if possible, capturing prisoners. 

Towards midday a few shots Avere exchanged between our outposts and the 
enemy’s cavalry at Sciaglot. 

During the night 1 an as informed that the Oeule-Cusai irregulars and Captain 
Persico’s company forming one column had already left, and Avould reach Agordat on 
the afternoon of the 21st, 


On the morning of the 20th the enemy was slowly advancing towards Sciaglefc, 
whilst our cavalry, after slight skirmishing, was retiring towards the River 
Acherannh. 

The Asmara squadron, which had been sent to Ela-Asclai (the water wells), 
came across the enemy’s cavalry, charged them, and exchanged a few shots. 

In the course of the afternoon the Dervishes advanced towards Ela-Asciai. 

I then directed the irregulars and cavalry to retire under the protection of the 
guns at Agordat. 

With a view of keeping touch Avith tho enemy I sent forward the 2nd company 
of the 2nd battalion under Captain Catalano, with instructions to endeavour to secure 
prisoners during the night, and also any information he could about the enemy’s force, 
and their plans or intentions. 

At sunset the cavalry and irregulars arrived at the fort, the battery and native 
company having arrived from Keren shortly previous. During the night Captain 
Catalano reported that the Dervishes Avere encamped near Asciai, but that he had 
failed to make any prisoners, and that he believed the enemy would attack the 
following day. 

I at once dispatched orders to hurry on the convoy of ammunition expected, at 
tho same time sending the two cavalry squadrons and the Barca irregulars towards 
Ela-Giaglie, to escort the said convoy. 

Captain Pcrsieo was also informed by messenger that the action would probably 
be fought the next day, and urged to march as quickly as possible. 

At T30 a.m. Captain Catalano, Avith liis company, rejoined me, and shortly after 
the vedettes signalled that the Dervishes were beginning to move. 

The ammunition convoy arrived at 7 a.m., and I instructed the Commandant at 
Ela-Giaglie to retire to Agordat the moment his communications were threatened. 

After 9 a.m. avc observed the Dervishes moving on the right bank of the Barca 
towards Ela-Giaglie. The hilly formation of the ground prevented us from estimating 
accurately the force of the enemy, but—judging from the time the movements lasted 
—they must have been considerable. 

About 10 a.m. the squadrons and the irregulars left Ela-Giaglie in the direction 
of Magargar (villages Ad Omar) to avoid being cut off from the fort. At 11 a.m. a 
strong column of the enemy Avas observed marching about 3 kilom. distant from the 
fort, northivard from Ela-Giaghe to the junction of the Carobel and the Barca, cutting 
the telegraph lines en route. No. 2 battery in position in tho fort was ordered to open 
fire on them. Tho fire was carried on at intervals, whilst the Dervishes pressing 
on crossed the River Barca, and sought shelter in rear of the village Algheden, east of 
the fort. While tho enemy were crossing No. 1 battery, posted on the slopes of the 
heights south of tho fort, opened fire on them. 

In the meanwhile the cavalry and irregulars, after a slight skirmish, retired on 
the fort. 

The position occupied by our troops at Agordat consisted of the fort, having in 
front a small extent of high ground, and to the south a hillock cut off from the fort 
by a natural trench about 250 metres long. The natural front of the position is west, 
but it is so arranged that the troops can, in case of need, oppose an enemy advancing 
from the east, and this turned out to be very advantageous when the Dervishes 
were seen moving in the direction of the villages Agheden and Sabderat east of 
the fort. 

At 11'30 a.m. our troops were in position as follows:— 

On the south hillock (right wing) 1 battalion, under Captain Galliano, formed of 
1st company, 3rd battalion; 3rd company, 3rd battalion; 1st company, 4th bat¬ 
talion; 3rd company, 4th battalion; and No. 1 mountain battery. 

In the fort 3rd company, 2nd battalion, and No. 2 mountain battery. 

Protecting the Avater wells, 4th company, 2nd battalion; reserve at the trench, 
1st company, 2nd battalion ; 2nd company, 2nd battalion; tAvo squadrons of cavalry, 
and tho Barca irregulars. 

After an unsuccessful attempt to capture the Sabderat wells the Dervishes, 
harassed by our artillery fire, dispersed through the villages, but showed no disposition 
to attack the fort. 

When I had made up my mind to concentrate our force at Agordat, I fully 
intended to avail myself of all tho advantages which the fortified position, well 
supplied Avith Avater, offered, but at the same timo I did not intend to act solely on 
the defensive uuless the Dervishes attacked the position. 
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In the present case this was not to be expected, and I feared that they might 
attack us at night, thus diminishing the advantages we had in artillery and 
infantry fire. 

.Having arrived at the decision to attack the enemy, notwithstanding the non- 
arival of Captain Persico’s column, it was desirable to attack at once, while the 
Dervishes were tired after their long march without rest or water, and were scattered 
through the villages plundering. 

Another consideration prompted me, namely, to take advantage of our troops’ 
excitement, which I feared would greatly abate if they were held idle in front of the 
enemy so close at hand. 

At 12 30 a.m. I sent orders to Lieutenant-Colonel Cortese, in command of the 
right wing, to advance and attack the enemy towards the villages of Sabderat, with 
the four companies, and No. 1 batteiy; the position vacated by him to be occupied 
by 1st company, 2nd battalion, from the reserves under Lieutenant Giraud. 

When this movement had commenced I sent Major Paddo to the front with one 
company (2nd company, 2nd battalion, Captain Catalano). He was instructed to join 
4th company, 2nd battalion (Captain Oddone), and to advance between the River 
Barca and the right wing, and attack simultaneously with Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cortese. 

No. 2 battery stationed in the fort was to open fire, and cover the attack. 

The right wing advanced in line of company columns. 

3rd company, 4th battalion, Captain Cotta; 3rd company, 3rd battalion, Captain 
Verdelli: 1st company, 4th battalion, Captain de Bernardis, followed at 300 metres 
distant by No. 1 battery, escorted by 1st company, 3rd battalion, Captain Porno. 

After a short halt at Dantai the right wing advanced to lnchierhi, where it 
deployed. Prom here, at a distance of about 800 metres, the enemy was observed in 
mass. 

At 12 30 a.m. No. 1 battery in position in rear of the centre of the battalion 
opened fire, whilst the infantry commenced a desultory fire. 

Major Paddo, who had advanced with one company through the palm trees, 
whilst the other kept contact with the right wing, now found himself opposed to the 
Dervishes, and opened fire. The enemy on being attacked at once rallied to tlioir 
colours, and, after standing our fire for a few minutes, they briskly returned it, and 
then began to advance in mass. 

Their principal attack was directed towards the right wing and the battery, their 
cavalry in the meanwhile endeavouring to turn our right flank. 

The impetuous attack of the Dervishes was firmly met, but only for a short time, 
as the enormous numerical disparity of numbers compelled our troops to retire, after 
having unsuccessfully tried by counter-attacks to afford time for the battery to retire. 

So rapid and determined was the enemy’s onslaught that the battery, having fired 
four rounds of grape—the last at a range of B0 yards, had but just succeeded in 
reloading the mules when the animals were shot down, and the guns had to be 
abandoned. This occurred at about 12’50 p.m. 

The right wing, although closely followed by the enemy, retired slowly and 
steadily in echelon, keeping up an effective fire until it roacliecl the left bank of the 
Dantai. 

Major Paddo in the meanwhile, after sharp fighting, seeing the right wing 
retiring, commenced also to retreat, but keeping up an effectual fire. 

During the action No. 2 battery from the fort fired with great effect, but could 
not succeed in checking the advance of the Dervishes. 

At about 1 p.m. I observed that the enemy’s dash was diminishing, so I thought 
the moment had arrived to engage the reserves. I accordingly reinforced the right 
wing with 1st company, 2nd battalion, Lieutenant Giraud, with the two squadrons 
of cavalry dismounted, the ground not being adapted to mounted men. 

The arrival of these fresh troops cheered our men, and gave them fresh vigour, 
and the fighting was resumed with eagerness on our part. 

Twice the recrossing of the Dantai was attempted by our troops, and on the 
second we were successful, and obtained a firm footing on the right bank, from whence 
we began at fust slowly, but then rapidly to advance. 

In support of the left wing was 3rd company, 2nd battalion, Captain Grossi— 
with ordors to keeping in touch with the right wing—and support its action. 

In rear of Captain Grossi’s company the two companies under Major Paddo 
reformed, and eventually 2nd company, 2nd battalion deployed to the left flank of 
3rd company, 2nd battalion, whilst the others remained in reserve. 


The Dervishes right wing now began to give way, and shortly after the lost guns- 
were recaptured, which circumstance had a most beneficial effect on our troops. 

The Dervishes were repeatedly charged, compelled to recross the River Barca, 
thoroughly routed and in great confusion. 

This occurred about 2*20 p.m. The action throughout was most effectively 
supported by the well conducted fire of No. 2 battery. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Cortese immediately commenced to follow up the enemy with 
the six companies under his command, and continued so up to 5 p.m., with but 
slight advantage, as he failed to come up to them. At sunset Captain Persico’s 
column arrived, ignorant of the action being fought. He had halted two hours at 
Demba. 

Our losses were, Europeans: 3 officers, 1 non-commissioned officer, killed; 
2 officers wounded. Natives, 230 killed and wounded. About 1,000 Dervishes were 
killed in the field. We captured 1 mitrailleuse, 700 muskets, and 72 standards, of 
which 68 were of cloth. 

Our informers, who left Kassala on the 4th January, report that in addition to 
Ahmed Ali, the four Emirs Commanders “ di rub ” were also killed. 

Later information states that the Dervishes loss in the action amounted to 3,200 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. 

Many of the wounded are lying in Kassala, and amongst them Mussard Gaidun 
and the Emir Paragialla, who piloted the force as guide. 

The action was fought under favourable conditions, such as I had desired and 
foreseen. 

We had an invaluable moral and material assistance in the fort; the whole force 
of the Dervishes had been crushed in one blow, at 150 kilom. distance from Kassala, 
their base of operations. 

To return to Kassala they were forced to traverse an unknown territory deficient 
of water, cattle, and supplies, harassed by a hostile population, and full of dangers. 

All our troops coming from distant points had to undergo fatiguing marches 
before reaching Agordat; the day preceding the action they were all employed 
either on outpost duty, or in working to strengthen our position. The action and 
pursuit bad lasted five hours, and all were dead tired, so that on the evening of the 
21st our force, including Captain Persieo’s column, which in forty hours had marched 
150 kilom. (85 miles), were not fit to follow up the victory gained. 

Further, it would have been necessary to have a fresh supply of ammunition, 
and supplies, provide transport to follow the troops, establish and organize ports along 
the line of communications, repair the wells destroyed by the Dervishes in their 
advance. In fact, to insure to the pursuing column all the requisite necessaries for 
several days in traversing a country unprovided with any resources. 

Nor would it have been possible to commence the pursuit till the following day. 

The Dervishes in retiring had missed their natural line of retreat, and to reach 
Kassala would be forced along the route they came in the morning, running the risk 
of being crushed in the hilly ground of Itaberre, or, if wishing to avoid them, 
obliged to make a long turning movement so as to reach Adendeme, and from there 
Anasciat. 

This was the most probable assumption, and which could be ascertained by our 
outposts. 

No movement of the Dervishes on the right bank of the Barca was reported, nor 
in the direction of Ela Asciai, thus I was satisfied that the enemy were retiring in full 
retreat towards Adendeme, and that it was not possible in the distressed condition they 
had left the field, and short of water, for them to prepare a new attack. 

Our only object in pursuing the Dervishes would have been to overtake the main 
body and compel them to fight another action, or surrender. 

A forced march to Adendeme might have been accomplished, but not only was 
it doubtful whether we should come across the enemy, but a very long march had to 
be undertaken with the probable risk that our troops would find little, or no water 
en route , owing to the unusually dry season. 

On the other hand, as the Dervishes would have to pass through Amasciat to 
reach Kassala, I decided to send our troops to that place via Biscia and Daura. 

On the morning of the 22nd I ordered the troops to advance. 

The main body was preceded two hours in advance by the advanco guard, 
consisting of a lmlf-company 4th company, 3rd battalion, under Lioutonant Galli, 
the Barca irregulars, Lieutenant Miani, and the OcuK-Cusai irregulars, under 
Lieutenant Sanguinetti. 

Captain Sprcafico was directed to watch the outlets towards Magareb, and to push 
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forward reconnaissances towards Digglie and Adandeme, so as to feel touch of the 
enemy. 

In the evening the advanced guard arrived at Biscia, whilst the main body 
encamped at Ciefit. 

We did not come across the Dervishes, but some prisoners asserted that they were 
retreating in confusion through Adendeme, Anasciat, led by Emir Abd-el-Rasul and 
only four standards. 

The following morning the march was resumed, and during the day a constant 
roll of musketry was heard, probably the tribes firing at the retreating Dervishes. 

In the evening the advance guard reached Mogal, and the main body bivouacked 
at Daura. 

Erom news gathered during the day I ascertained that the Dervishes were 
retiring in wild confusion, and were already reported to be past Anasciat. If this was 
correct we had no chance of overtaking them. 

Nevertheless, I ordered the advance guard to push on during the night to 
Anasciat, reinforcing it by half a company, and directing Captain Persico to take 
command. 

On receiving confirmation of the intelligence I had previously received, I 
determined to give up the pursuit and retire on Agordat, sending the troops back in 
three columns, the first of which reached Agordat on the 25th, the second in the 
morning, and the third in the evening of the 26th. 

On the 26th I gave orders to re-establish as soon as possible the service of look¬ 
out posts all along the frontier, reinforced our outposts, and dispatched spies to 
Kassala and towards Ghedaref. 

Two companies were left at Agordat in the fort, which was fully provided with 
ammunition and supplies. 

The remainder of the troops left for their respective garrisons, halting the night 
of the 27th, a portion at Adarte and the remainder at Agad, reaching Keren the 
morning of the 28th. 

Three times have our troops met the Dervishes, and always successfully, viz., at 
Itabari’5 (Agordat), at Serobetti, and now on the Dantki. 

On the previous occasions they met a set of rough plunderers badly organized on 
a raiding expedition, but in this last encounter they had to try their strength against 
quite a different set of foes. 

The Ghedaref troops, for many years past commanded by Emir El Zachi Tamel, 
were well disciplined, well armed, trained to war in many actions against the 
Abyssinians, and for upwards of two years against the Scilluchs. 

Many were old Egyptian warriors (“ giaadia ”). They were led by their most 
competent Emirs, amongst which were Abdalla Ibrahim, an ex-Colonel of the 
Egyptian army in the Soudan, and Abdel Rashl, an ex-Bimbacli (Major) of the same 
troops. 

The Ghedaref forco was divided into four “ rub ” (divisions) of different strength 
under the orders of the Emirs Abdalla Ibrahim, Abdel Rasul, Abdallah Dagg&seh, 
Abdaeker Ahmed, and was further reinforced by the garrison of Kassala under the 
command of the Emir Musaid Gaidun. 

The command of the whole force was entrusted to Emir Ahmed Ali, nephew of 
the Caliph Abdullah. The Dervishes concentrated at Kassala advanced in one single 
column without any transport beyond that required for reserve ammunition, and a few 
supplies. 

At first tho force marched slowly, men being sent on in advance to prepare the 
wells, but afterwards it became more rapid. 

Then* halts were: the 15th at AlghMen; 16th, Cor Bascia; 17th, Anasciat; 
18th, Daura ; 19th, Cufit; 20th, El Asciai. 

Their advance was orderly and compact, the main body being always preceded by 
“ rub ” (division) as advance guard, about two hours’ march. 

The advance guard pushed forward, both to the front and flanks, detachments of 
cavalry and men mounted on fast camels to reconnoitre, with instructions to fall back 
on the infantry if attacked. 

The Dervishes good order and discipline were reported as marvellous. This was 
amply proved by the total absence of stragglers, the regularity of their encampments, 
the efficiency of the large zereba constructed in one single day at Cufit, not even a 
single “ tucul ” of the villages was burnt down all along then' line of march, and no 
act of violence or plundering took place. 

They showed a cunning foresight in avoiding the front attack of tho position at 
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Agordat in making a turning movement out of range, and establishing themselves on 
the line of our communications, eventually with the intention of cutting us off and 
compelling us to surrender, or otherwise to attack under more favourable conditions. 
According to reliable information obtained from the prisoners, it appears that the 
enemy’s force represented about 12,000 men, 8,000 muskets, 3,000 lances, and 
600 cavalry. 

When they saw our attack developped the enemy rallied round their standards, 
forming one line, which occupied about 2 kilom., with their cavalry on the left flank 
and the colour parties grouped in front. 

One “ mb ” (division) advanced through the palm trees along the River Barca, 
while the remainder attacked the right wing. They advanced in single line, with drums 
beating and “ negarit ” (? cymbals), firing standing without halting, the Commanders 
being in front setting an extraordinary example of dash and courage to their men. 

Had the Dervishes attacked us when in close formation, the shock might have 
been more serious, perhaps fatal. 

Being used to fight against the solid masses of the Anglo-Egyptians, they must 
have lost their presence of mind and been outwitted at facing our thin lines with such 
a destructive fire. 

Tho long duration of the attack impaired their physical force and dash, their clan 
appeared to dwindle away; the death of their Chief, and the fine discipline of our 
troops, which all the prisoners admitted, and towards the end the arrival of fresh 
troops, against which they were unable to bring fresh troops, all having been engaged 
since the commencement of the action, caused the Dervishes to give way; they at 
first retired orderly, but on arriving at the River Barca the retreat became a rout. 

The Dervishes were all armed with Egyptian Remingtons in good order, with 
plenty of ammunition; on some of them were found 120 cartridges already discharged, 
and far superior in manufacture to those used in previous actions at Agordat and 
Serobetti. 

The action of the 21st December has been a splendid demonstration of the 
excellent military qualities of our native troops. 

The infantry has shown exceptional dash in the attack, firmness in retiring, 
coolness, and skill in firing, and full confidence and devotion to their officers. 

To a great extent the artillery contributed greatly to the success of the day; but 
from what one could see, and from the report of the prisoners, the effect obtained was 
more moral than real. 

The cavalry, over-tired by the reconnoitring of the previous days, and also owing 
to the topographical conditions of the country were unable to play the r61e of their 
arm, but when dismounted they proved as efficient as the infantry, taking their share 
of the counter-attack. 

The Intelligence Service was admirably carried out by the Barca irregulars, but 
when in the presence of the enemy they were found wanting in discipline, though full 
of dash. 

The officers without exception showed courage, discrimination, and self-denial, 
with judgment and energy in leading their men, showing how completely they had 
succeeded in gaining their confidence and affection. 

I would therefore recommend to your Excellency that they all should he 
rewarded, though, according to the Regulations extant, I shall limit the distinction of 
tho silver medal to the main portion of the Corps Commanders and to such officers who 
had the opportunity of specially distinguishing themselves. 

(Signed) G. ARIMONDI, 

Colonel in command of the African Troops. 

John Ramsay Slade, 

Colonel and Military Attach^. 

Massowah, January 10,1891. 
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Riepilogo per gradi degli Ufficiali Italiani delle Regie Truppe d’Africa.* 



• Non compreso il deposito centrale. 

•)• Comandante delle Regie truppe. 

X Comandanti di zona. , 

§ 2 applicati di stato maggiore, 2 ai eomandi delle zone, 1 ufficiale istruttore. 
|| 8 a disposizionc, 1 sostituto ufficiale istruttore. 


Riepilogo degli Impiegati Civili dipendenti dall’Amministrazione della Guerra addetti 
presso le Regie Truppe d’Africa.* 


Giustizia militare— 

Awocato fiscale militare _ • • 
Sostituto awocato fiscale militare 
Segretario .. .. 

Sostituto segretario .. 

Farmacisti militari .. 

Ragionieri d’artiglieria .. 

Rugionieri geometri del genio . 
Capitecnici d’artiglieria e del genio 
Scrivano locale .. * 

Assistenti locali del genio . 

Interpreti 

Totali 


1 

1 

1 

1 

3 
2 

4 
4 
1 
2 

13 

33 


* Non compreso il deposito centrale. 
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No. 67. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 20.) 

(No. 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Rome, February 20, 189-1 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, with reference to your despatch 
No. 85 of the 16th instant, that in the course of a conversation which I had yesterday 
with Baron Blanc, his Excellency volunteered the observation that the present 
Administration had no intention of occupying Kassala under any circumstances 
whatever. 


No. 68. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 20.) 

(No. 29.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, February 20, 1891. 

WITH reference to my telegram to your Lordship No. 28,1 have the honour to 
report Count Samminiatelli’s arrival in Cairo. He will have an interview with me 
to-morrow. 

I have repeated this telegram to Sir Clare Eord. 


No. 69. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 15.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 21, 1891. 

I HAVE suggested to the Italian Ambassador, with regard to the question of the 
Somaliland delimitation, that, instead of a long note in reply to mine being prepared at 
Home, his Excellency should send me an informal letter stating in general terms, and 
unofficially, the point of view from which his Government approached the subject. 
Otherwise, delay would certainly occur, not only in the preparation of the note, but 
also in references to the India Office and Indian Government. 

Count Tornielli said he would consider my suggestion, and then proceeded to speak 
further as to concerted action between the authorities at Suakin and Massowah with 
respect to Dervish aggression. He hinted at the idea of a movement of the forces in 
one place, when the other was being attacked, so as to threaten the Dervishes in flank. 

This being essentially a military question, I told his Excellency that I could offer 
no opinion, but I promised to telegraph to Lord Cromer on the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 70. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received February 22.) 

(No. 30.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, February 22, 1894. 

I HAD this afternoon an interview with His Highness the Khedive. He said 
nothing to me about the details of the incident in connection with his recent inspection 
on the frontier. He thought it better, he said, that the matter should be dropped. 

On asking him whether tliero was any truth in the rumours that ho contemplated 
a change of Ministry, he replied that they were untrue. 

I spoke for some time about the situation in general, using the most friendly 
possible language, and particularly urged him to endeavour to remove the impression, 
which universally existed, of his hostility to the English. I frankly told him that the 
Government of Egypt was so delicate a machine that, if it were frequently exposed to 
shocks such as that which it had lately received, serious consequences might follow. 
His Highness did not appear disposed to make any communication to mo, and said that 
he had always endeavoured to remain on good terms with the English, but that the 
press had consistently misrepresented him. 
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The attitude of the Khedive during the interview did not leave a f ayour^le 
impression on my mind. My questions, which were of the most friendlj natuic, met 

WltL Hif personal 6 surroundings are violently anti-English, and give him the most 
unwise advice hut he appears determined to stand by them. It is almost hopeless to 
expect, so long as he remains in his present frame of mind, that his relations with us 

ffi? ffiglS^xpressed a hope that ho would ho able to visit England during the 
coming summer, hut said nothing positive on the matter. 


No. 71. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Cromer. 

/m 0 i' ivs V Foreign Office, February 23, 1894. 

( ON P the 14th'instant the Italian Ambassador communicated to me information 
with regard to the proceedings of the Dervishes similar to that I had leceived fiom 
ISir Clare Eord, and repeated to you in my telegram of the previous day 

Count Tornielli at the same time suggested the expediency ol a fiequent inter¬ 
change of communications between Suakin and Massowah, with a view of keeping an 

eye0 ^"ris that the Governors of those two phu*. should con^rt 
movements so that, in the event of an attack on one party by the Dervishes, the other 
nartv should be in a position to menace the flank ot the assailants. 

P \ told Count Tornielli I would communicato Ins suggestion to you, although the 

question appeared to be a military one. 


No. 72. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.— {Received February 24.) 

(No 44 Confidential.) February 21, 1894. 

My THE inclosed copies of telegrams have been exchanged between myself and Lord 
Cromer on the subject of a mission to Cairo which has been undertaken at the 
instance of the Italian Government, and which has been confided to an Italian office 
SSSf slmiMatelli. Previous to that office* demrteo tato Barw “auc 
Minister for Eoreim Affairs, asked me privately whether I uouid oblige mm oy 
recommending^ Count Sammiffiatelli to Lmd Cromer's good offices, as the Count was 
S,x°ou“ to place himself iu commuuieatiou with his Lordshrp on the subject of 

BrW f irTK'SjtT" Attach to this Embassy that 

he hncl Zll this mornin l General Mocenni, the Italian Minister of War. who had told 
him that he was not entirely pleased with the nomination ^,“ 7 ^ 0 ^, 

connection with the mission to Cairo, and that when that officer returned to liomc, 
which he was expected to do in the course of a month s time^ lie 
(if it were found necessary to eontinuo the mission) by Geneial Count dal vcime, an 
nffippi* nf .Greater excellence, and who carried much more weight. 

The Minister of War repeated to Colonel Slade the assurances winch I had 
received from the Minister for Eoreign Affairs, namely, that the Italian Governmc 
entertained no idea of disturbing the arrangement come to in 1891 between tho But 

“ d encouraging any Chauvinistic 

ideas which might be held by the Italian military party with respect to acquisition of 

tOTit 2 tomraYaS “that hcllf teiegraphed to General Arimo.idi at Massowah in 
this sense, and had instructed him to act purely on tlic defensive m tho ovent of 
being attacked by tho Dervishes. have &c 

(Signed) ^ Ell AN CIS CLA11E E011D. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 72. 

Sir Clare Ford to Lord Cromer. 

(Telegraphic.) Rome, February 15,1894. 

I BEG to recommend to you, at the instance of the Minister for Eoreign Affairs, 
an Italian officer, Count Samminiatelli by name, who will soon arrive in Cairo. 

He enjoys the entire confidence of tfie Italian Government. 

His object in going to Egypt is to place the affairs in the Red Sea, as affecting 
Italian, British, and Egyptian interests, on a better footing. 

Minister for Eoreign Affairs considers that their present condition constitutes a 
menace not only to Massowah, hut to Suakin as well. 

Please afford the officer what assistance you properly can. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 72. 

Lord Cromer to Sir Clare Ford. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, February 18,1894. 

COUNT DE SAMMINIATELLI is well known here. 

Personally, he is sure to he cordially received. 

But I should he glad to learn more of the objects of tho mission. 

I rather doubt advisability of disturbing the arrangement made by Lord Dufferin 
in April 1891, at all events without some preliminary exchange of views between 
Home and London. So far I know that arrangement has worked satisfactorily. 

(Sent to Eoreign Office.) 


Inclosure 3 in No. 72. 

Sir Clare Ford to Lord Cromer. 

(Telegraphic.) Rome, February 19,1894. 

YOUR telegram of yesterday. 

Italian Government have no intention of disturbing arrangement of 1891 
respecting North-east Africa, with which they are perfectly contented. 

They are opposed to any idea of an extension of Italian sovereignty in those 
parts. 

They view with apprehension the possibility of fresh attacks on the part of 
Dervishes, and would gladly come to some understanding which would insure a 
solidarity of action on tfie part of England with Italy on a basis of common defence, 
in view of eventual dangers which might affect both countries. 

The present Italian Administration is devoid of all Chauvanistio ideas, and is 
desirous of checking any spirit of military adventure which may exist in certain 
classes in this country. 

They are anxious, too, to eliminate the political aspect in their treatment of 
questions affecting Africa. 

Inclosure 4 in No. 72. 

Lord Cromer to Sir Clare Ford. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, February 20,1894. 

FOLLOWING home to-day No. 29 

“ My telegram No. 28. ... 

“ Count Samminiatelli has arrived here. I have arranged to see him to-morrow. 

(Sent to Rome.) 
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No. 73. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.— {Received February 25.) 

/m°i* v \ p Cairo , February 25,1894. 

{ $Preference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 14 I have the honour rto report 
+hat for some Iona time past, the Officers Commanding at Massowah and Suakm have 
££ “mSKh ’each other; Count Samminiat 

with the military authorities in Cairo, m order to establish a more complete system 
fte interchange of news. The wishes of the Italian Government will be met to the 

fullest extent on this point without any difficulty. |- n h e f ore -r 0 ur 

I should prefer to lay my views on the question of concerted action y 

Lordship by letter, as this question presents greater difficulties. 

(0 ° n m,em 1 i^no doubt, from what Count Samminiatelli says, .floSaZ driven 
want to expel the Dervishes from Kassala themselves, or that they should.be ctaven 
out by the Egyptians. This will require very careful consideration, as some 

issues are raised. „ , 

I have repeated this telegram to Sir C^are 1 ord. 


No. 74. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.— {Received February 26.) 

(No. 30. Confidential.) Cairo, February 18,1894. 

recoUeetiorTof' conversations, as, to take P a single and the most 

Genoral Kitchener’s resignation is described as being offered not at Wadi Haifa, hut 

S ° m ^“ttt°f~ reason, with which I am unacquainted, Abdel Malek 
hears a strong personal grudge agamst General Kitchener. ^ &c> 

(Signed) CROMER. 

PS-I have the honour to append a statement drawn up by Major Wingate 
wPiMiT have received since writing the above, and which analyses the contents of 
supposed Khedivial version of the frontier incident, and compares them wi 

actual facts. 


C. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 74. 

Statement of the Khedive on the Nile incident. 

BEFORE leaving Cairo for Wady Haifa I asked my Ministers if there was any- 
objection to Maher Pasha accompanying me, as the Minister of War was a civilian. 
The Ministers thought that there would be no objection. This took place after 
Kitchener Pasha left Cairo for the Upper Nile. I therefore took Maher Pasha with 
me, telling him not to interfere unless I told him to do so. 

I must remark here that eight years ago the Chief of a powerful tribe had been 
sentenced to death for intriguing with the Dervishes, but Grenfell Pasha asked the 
late Khedive to commute the sentence into exile from his tribe for life. Since then the 
Chief remained in Lower Egypt and his behaviour was excellent. Four months ago he 
petitioned me, begging leave to return to his family. I consulted Kitchener Pasha, 
who made no objection. He was asked also what sum of money should be granted 
bim, hut did not give his answer before leaving for Haifa. 

I told Rundle Pasha to telegraph to Kitchener Pasha on the subject, and he 
wired back that 5 1. should be paid monthly for one year. I then took the Chief with 
me to Wady Haifa, and his family was located near there, I afterwards heard that 
Kitchener Pasha was hurt at this. 

When I arrived at Assouan I visited the hospital, and was pleased with the 
arr an gement. Returning to the steamer I asked my doctor, Comanos Pasha, what he 
thought of the hospital. He replied that the situation was bad, as it was surrounded 
by damp ground. He added that an officer who was ill in the place had complained 
to him in private of the English doctor, saying that he was neglectful, and paid no 
attention to the patients. 

I complained to Kitchener Pasha in a quiet manner, but he answered that I was 
no judge of these questions, and that I had changed my mind very suddenly; I must 
not believe the statements, as the doctor had a diploma, knew his duty well, and had 
chosen the best situation for the hospital. I did not reply. 

But next day we went to Haifa, and I reviewed the army. I was pleased with 
the Camel Corps, the cavalry, and the artillery, and expressed my satisfaction to the 
English officers in command. But when the 9th battalion marched beforo me there 
was some confusion and struggling among the men. I said to the English officer in 
command that I was sorry to find that the march of the battalion was not as good as 
the others, and I hoped that the men would soon learn to do their duty better. 
Kitchener Pasha was present. He told me that there was no fault to bo found in this 
battalion, and that my remarks might discourage the men. 

I said that, as Khedive and Chief of the army, I had the right to express my 
opinion. Moreover, the remark was so trifling, that there was no necessity for further 
discussion. 

Kitchener Pasha repeated his words, adding that it would be shameful to treat 
badly such fine men. I asked him to discontinue, and we returned to the steamer. 

I was too tired to attend the banquet that night. Next day I went to Sarras and 
made a few remarks ontho fortifications that I saw there. We then returned to Haifa 
on the way back to Assouan. On arrival there Kitchener Pasha asked me to express 
my satisfaction in a General Order, or else the English officers at Haifa would resign, 
and that no other English officers would be willing to take their place. I replied that 
I had given my opinion and would not go beyond what I had said. _ _ 

Kitchener Pasha then said in a high voice that he did not know why I limited 
the expression of my opinion, at the same time offering his resignation. 

I told him not to speak like that and to think matters over, but there was no 
necessity for further discussion. I asked him to withdraw his resignation, as if it was 
once accepted it could not be withdrawn. Kitchener Pasha withdrew his resignation 
and went on quietly talking with me, finally promising that I should not hear any¬ 
thing more about it. I told him to return to Haifa and arrange with the officers; 
should any of them insist on leaving the army, the Sirdar was to telegraph to me. He 
went to Haifa, and I started on my return journey to Cairo. At Girgeh I recerved a 
telegram from Riaz Pasha, stating that Lord Cromer had heard from Kitchener Pasha 
that a difference had arisen between me and him; that matters were very serious, and 
that he with another Minister was starting to meet me in order to explain matters. 1 
was greatly surprised and shocked at Kitchener Pasha’s behaviour. When Riaz Pasha 
did explain Lord Cromor’s demand and the promises made by the Ministry, I was 
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true light. 


Inclosure 2 ia No. 74. 

Major Wingate to General Kitchener. 

(Confidential.) Cairo, February 17,1894. 

Ki .S tZjZH «. - » “* *•“ •> *“ ^ 

between us. hands a statement which is said to he 

h,, £iX :o£ r ?°hj c S; /uxr— 

stand that His Highness denies its authenticity, and public^rumo r ^ ^ 
£SS ?wn y handed the statement to Abdel Malek, W ho 

notes tb oTaefiontie r incident, based on information supplied to me 

££ — that 14 
a rL^ebcLTSn/but 1 woXpmfor rather that! should suto 

than betray the names of the persons who ^orwhether I have taken any 

sfopstociSto it!uuUi a knoW n the name of the person from whom you obtained 
the statement you have shown me.” hi re ciuest. He then said 

iX —»-■ ■ 

-skkbi s ass^aat^i-sA-ss 

office. 


Conclusion. 

Prom my conversation with Abdel Maleic, coupled with a circumstantial chain of 

sending to Europe this, or an almost exaetly^mnlar statement^ WIN£[Am 

° Director of Military Intelligence. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 74. 

Memorandum by Major Wingate. 

The statement, purporting to be His Highness the Khedive’s version of the Nile 
incident, is so full of inaccuracies, that it has been thought advisable to compare the 
contents with facts. 

(A.) — Version purporting to be that of His (B.)— -Facts. 

Highness the Khedive. 

I. I. 


Before leaving Cairo for Wady Haifa, 
I asked my Ministers if there was any 
objection to Maher Pacha accompanying 
me, as the Minister of War was a civilian. 
The Ministers thought there could be no 
objection. This took place after Kitchener 
Pacha had left Cairo for the Upper Nile; 
I therefore took Maher Pacha with me, 
telling him not to interfere unless I told 
him to do so. 


Some weeks before His Highness the 
Khedive went to the frontier, the Sirdar 
had an interview, in which he asked His 
Highness if it was his intention to take 
up any of the Ministers with him. His 
Highness replied that he did not intend 
to do so, but suggested taking Maher 
Pasha, the Sub-Minister, with him. The 
Sirdar intimated to His Highness that it 
would hardly do to take the Sub-Minister 
and leave the Minister of War, Shudi 
Pasha, behind. The Sirdar then left His 
Highness with the impression that there 
was no intention whatever of taking 
Maher Pasha with him. On the night 
the Sirdar left Cairo for the frontier, he 
ascertained at the railway station that 
His Highness intended taking Maher 
Pasha with him, and he subsequently 
telegraphed from Luxor to know if it was 
true. 

Regarding the statement that His 
Highness did not take the Minister of 
War with him because he was a civilian, 
it should be noted that Shudi Pasha was 
a military officer of distinction before 
1882, he was immediately appointed to 
command the 2nd brigade of the Egyptian 
army when it was first organized under 
Sir E. Wood; was subsequently head of 
the Recruiting Department, then was sent 
to the frontier as High Commissioner on 
a special mission in connection with the 
pacification of the Soudan. As Minister of 
War he accompanied the late Khedive on 
his visit to the frontier in 1891, and was, 
therefore, the most suitablo high official 
to accompany His Highness on the present 
occasion. 


II. 

I must remark here that eight years 
ago the Chief of a powerful tribe had been 
sentenced to death for intriguing with the 
Dervishes, but Grenfell Pasha asked the 
late Khedive to commute the sentence 
into exile from his tribe for life. Since 
then this Chief remained in Lower Egypt, 
and his behaviour was oxcellent. Pour 
[773J 


II. 

In April 1888 Sheikh Minshetta Bey 
was tried by general court-martial and 
condemned to death for complicity with 
the Dervishes. 

This sentence was commuted to penal 
servitude for life, and until two yoars ago 
the Sheikh was imprisoned in Cairo. 
Owing to failing health he was then 

2 E 
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(A.) —Version purporting to be that of His 
Highness the Khedive. 

months ago lie petitioned me begging 
leave to return to his family. 

I consulted Kitchener Pasha, who made 
no objection. 

He was asked also what sum of money 
should be granted him, but did not give 
his answer before leaving for Haifa. I 
told "Bundle Pasha to telegraph to 
Kitchener Pasha on the subject, and he 
wired back that 5 1. should be paid 
monthly for one year. I then took the 
Chief with me to Wady Haifa, and his 
family was located near there. I after¬ 
wards heard that Kitchener Pasha was 
hurt at this. 


When 1 arrived at Assouan I visited 
the hospital, and was pleased with the 
arrangement. Returning to the steamer 
I asked my doctor, Comanos Pasha, what 
he thought of the hospital. He replied 
that the situation was bad, as it was sur¬ 
rounded by damp ground. He added that 
an officer who was ill in the place had 
complained to him in private of the 
English doctor, saying that ho was 
neglectful, and paid no attention to the 
patients. 

I complained to Kitchener Pasha in a 
quiet manner; but he answered that I 
was no judge of these questions, and that 
I had changed my mind very suddenly, 
j Tjm&t not behove the statements as the 
doctor had a diploma, know his duty woll, 
and had chosen the best situation for the 
hospital. I did not reply. 


(B.)— Facts. 

allowed to reside at Luxor, on a written 
guarantee that he would never proceed 
south of that place. His Highness the 
Khedive had recently formed a Camel 
Corps body guard of some 100 men of 
this Chief’s tribe, and asked the Sirdar 
more than once to do something for him, 
as he was in a state of great poverty. His 
Highness again reminded the Sirdar of 
this at the last interview he had with 
him; and just before leaving Cairo the 
Sirdar wrote to the Finance asking for a 
grant of 52. a-month for one year. This 
was approved by the Finance, and Rundle 
Pasha communicated it to His Highness 
after the Sirdar had left. The Sirdar 
never dreamt of His Highness* intention 
of causing Sheikh Minshetta to violate 
his guarantee and proceed south in His 
Highness’ yacht, nor had His Highness at 
any time consulted the Sirdar as to his 
being allowed to return to the frontier 
Mudiria, where he had been tried and 
found guilty of being a traitor to his 
country. By returning this Sheikh had 
rendered himself liable to arrest, but the 
Sirdar took no action in this matter owing 
to His Highness’ personal protection of 
the Sheikh. Minshetta did not go to 
Haifa, but to Sayala (near Korosko), the 
scene of his crime. 


Whilst His Highness was inspecting 
the military hospital on Elephantine 
Island, Comanos Pasha remarked that too 
many vegetables were grown near the 
buildings, on which His Highness said 
that he presumed they were for the con¬ 
sumption of the English meuical Bim- 
bashi, to which the Sirdar replied that 
they were grown for the consumption of 
the patients, and that the Bimbashi did 
not live on the island. 

In visiting the officers’ ward His High¬ 
ness spoke to Yurbashi Khalil Effendi 
Hamdi, one of the patients, and com¬ 
manded Comanos Pasha to examine him. 
Comanos Pasha recommended that the 
officer should bo at once sent to Cairo; 
the same decision had been previously 
arrived at by Bimbashi Graham, and the 
officer was only waiting for the steamer to 
proceed to Cairo. 

On conclusion of the inspection His 
Highness expressed modified satisfaction 
with what he had seen, but later on in 
the day ho told the Sirdar that he had 
onlv expressed himself satisfied in a 
military point of view, and had not at the 
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(A.)— Version purporting to be that of His (B.)— Facts* 

Highness the Khedive. 

time received Comanos Pasha’s views on the 
medical aspect. Comanos Pasha, he said, 
had reported most adversely on the 
arrangements, and considered Bimbashi 
Graham (Senior Medical Officer in charge) 
quite incompetent for his position and 
excessively ignorant; the Sirdar replied 
that Bimbashi Graham held the highest 


But next day we went to Haifa, and I 
reviewed the army. I was pleased with 
the Camel Corps, the cavalry, and the 
artillery, and expressed my satisfaction to 
the English officers in command. But 
when the 9th battalion marched before me 
there was some confusion and struggling 
among the men. I said to the English 
officer in command that I was sorry to 
find that the march of the battalion was 
not so good as the others, and I hoped 
that the men would soon learn to do their 
duty better. 

Kitchener Pasha was present. Ho told 
mo that there was no fault to be found 
with this battalion, and that my remarks 
might discourage the men. I said that, 
as Khedive and Chief of the army, I had 
the right to express my opinion. More- 


diplomas of his profession, and was an 
exceptionally capable medical officer, and 
he failed to see how Comanos Pasha, in 
the short time he had been present, and 
from the few words he had spoken to 
Bimbashi Graham, could possibly pro¬ 
nounce on his capabilities as a medical 
officer. His Highness made no response 
to the Sirdar’s remarks. 

It may be noted that it was quite 
impossible for the Sirdar to have told His 
Highness that Bimbashi Graham had 
chosen the best position for the hospital, 
as the situation was determined on and 
the hospital built long before Bimbashi 
Graham had joined the army. 

Sir Spencer Wills, a doctor of world¬ 
wide reputation, visited this hospital the 
day after His Ilighness had inspected it 
and expressed himself very highly pleased 
with the arrangements and with the 
situation of the building. 

Khalil Effendi Hamdi, the officer who 
is stated to have complained to Comanos 
Pasha that Bimbashi Graham was neglect¬ 
ful and paid no attention to the patients, 
has stated on his honour that lie never 
made use of any such expression, and 
that, on the contrary, Bimbashi Graham, 
whom he knows well, has always been 
most attentive to him and to all the 
patients. 


When His Highness arrived on parade 
at Haifa he received the salute, and then 
rode down the line, which was upwards of 
1| miles long. During the march past 
which followed His Highness frequently 
turned to Maher Pasha and made dispa¬ 
raging remarks to him and to the Sirdar 
about the troops. After the infantry had 
marched past once His Highness said 
that ho had no time to see further move¬ 
ments, though it had been previously 
arranged that the infantry should return 
in mass and again march past in line of 
quarter columns. 

The cavalry and Camel Corps trotted 
past and cantered past; the troops were 
then formed up on the original alignment, 
and the Sirdar, taking command, advanced 
in review order and saluted His Highness. 
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<A.) —Version purporting to be that of His 
Highness the Khedive. 

over, the remark was so trifling that there 
was no necessity for further discussion. 

Kitchener Pasha repeated his words, 
adding that it would he shameful to treat 
badly such fine men. I asked him to 
discontinue, and we returned to the 
steamer. 


(B.)— Facts. 

TTis Highness then ordered up the Com¬ 
manding Officers, and expressed to each 
one his opinion of their part in the review. 

He expressed himself satisfied with the 
cavalry, and was moderately pleased with 
the C am el Corps, but he considered there 
was room for improvement in both. 

To the native officer commanding the 
battery he said that his battery was very 
much better than the battery in Cairo. 

He informed the Officer commanding 
2nd battalion that his battalion was very 
bad, in fact, the worst on parade, and he 
must work hard to improve it. He said 
that he hoped shortly to see the bat¬ 
talion in Cairo, when he hoped it would 
improve. 

To the Officer commanding 3rd battalion 
he said that he knew the 3rd battalion 
well, and that it was in a better condition 
than when he last saw it; he, however, 
urged the Commanding Officer to work it 
up more, as there was much room for im¬ 
provement; that this battalion was not 
as good as the 6th and 8th battalions 
(both commanded by native officers), 
though he considered it the best on parade 
that afternoon. To the Officer command¬ 
ing 11th Soudanese battalion lie ex¬ 
pressed himself dissatisfied, and said that 
if he worked hard for some years he might 
improve it. He made similar remarks to 
the Officer commanding 12th Soudanese, 
and said that both battalions were inferior 
to the 10th Soudanese, and repeated that 
the 6th and 8tli battalions were superior 
to any he had seen; he said he could 
make*no special comparison between the 
11th and 12th Soudanese, as both were 
equally bad, and must be worked up and 
improved. His Highness then turned to 
Lloyd Pasha and said: “The cavalry. 
Camel Corps, and artillery are good; with 
regard to the infantry, they are not the 
best I have seen, in fact, I think I may 
say they are the worst.” 

His Highness shortly afterwards rode 
off parade, being almost immediately 
joined by the Sirdar. His Highness began 
by saying that he was very dissatisfied 
with the various things he had seen; and 
the Sirdar briefly disagreed with some of 
His Highness’ criticisms. His Highness 
then said to the Sirdar: “ To tell you the 
truth, Kitchener Pasha, I consider it is 
disgraceful for Egypt to be served by 
such an army.” Whereupon the Sirdar 
at once replied, in a most respectful tone, 
“I beg to tender your Highness my 
resignation;” but owing to the repeated 
expressions of confidence made by His 
Highness in the Sirdar and the English 


(A .)—Version purporting to be that of His (B.)— Facts. 

Highness the Khedive. 

officers, he subsequently withdrew his 
resignation, or rather gave His Highness 
to understand that he would not persist 
in it. 

* JST.B. The 9th battalion is at Suakin, 

and not at Haifa. 


y. 

I was too tired to attend the banquet 
that night. Next day I went to Sarrass 
and made a few remarks on the fortifica¬ 
tions that I saw there. We then returned 
to Haifa on the way back to Assouan. On 
arrival there Kitchener Pasha asked me 
to express my satisfaction in a General 
Order, or else the English officers at 
Haifa would resign, and that no other 
English officers would be willing to take 
their place. I replied that I had given 
my opinion and would not go beyond 
what I said. Kitchener Pasha then said 
in a high voice that he did not know why 
I limited the expression of my opinion, at 
the same time offering his resignation. 
I told him not to speak like that and to 
think matters over; but there was no 
necessity for further discussion. I asked 
him to withdraw his resignation, as if it 
was once accepted it could not be with¬ 
drawn. Kitchener Pasha withdrew his 
resignation and went on quietly talking 
with me, finally promising that I should 
not hear anything more about it. I told 
him to return to Haifa and arrange with 
the officers. Should any of them insist on 
leaving the army, the Sirdar was to 
telegraph to me. He wont to Haifa and 
I started on my return journey to Cairo. 
At Girgch I received a telegram from 
Riaz Pacha stating that Lord Cromer 
had heard from Kitchener Pasha that a 
difference had arisen between me and him, 
that matters were very serious and that 
he, with another Minister, was starting to 
meet me in order to explain matters. I 
was greatly surprised and shocked at 
Kitchener Pasha’s behaviour. When B/inz 
Pasha did explain Lord Cromer’s demand 
and the promises made by the Ministry, I 
was greatly annoyed and blamed the 
Ministers for acting before hearing me 
and knowing the story from my lips. I 
therefore reserved the right of replacing 
the facts in their true light. 


Cairo , February 18,1894. 


V. 

The statement here is somewhat con¬ 
fused, and it is difficult to follow exactly 
what is intended, as the Sirdar’s resigna¬ 
tion took place immediately after the 
parade at Haifa, while the wording of 
the statement infers that it occurred at 
Assouan. 

The following is a correct statement of 
what occurred at Assouan:— 

The Sirdar, as His Highness was going 
on board his yacht, requested a private 
interview, at which he reported to His 
Highness the very serious state of affairs 
at Haifa, adding that all the officers there 
were extremely sorry at His Highness* 
displeasure, and that this referred to both 
English and native officers; he begged 
that His Highness would give him some 
assistance in modifying the impression 
which had been created. His Highness 
replied that he could not do anything to 
modify what ho had said at Haifa, and 
that lie considered he was acting within 
his limits, and that both Riaz Pasha and 
himself looked upon the army as of the 
first importance. The Sirdar replied that, 
under these circumstances, he feared he 
would not be able to restore the state of 
affairs at Haifa to wiiat it w r as before, and 
mentioned that lie did not know wiiat His 
Highness’ limits were. His Highness 
answered that he could do nothing to 
help him. The Sirdar said that he thought 
it very probable that the English officers 
would resign, and if they did ho would be 
able to get none to replaco them. His 
Highness replied that they must do as 
they liked, that if they resigned it would 
lead to a political question of which more 
would bo heard in Cairo. The Sirdar then 
said that he would return to Haifa and do 
what he could to avert any crisis in the 
Egyptian army. The Sirdar then left the 
yacht, after having wished His Highness 
good-bye. 

(Signed) E. R. WINGATE, 

Director of Military Intelligence . 
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No. 76. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 1.) 

(Teleffmpliic. C ) ret p. Cairo, March 1,1894. 

INFORMATION lias reached me from a trustworthy source that Muklitar Pasha 
has delivered a message from the Sultan to the Khedive, telling His Highness not to 
believe anv of the reports which state that His Majesty is displeased with him, or that 
he will give his support to His Highness’ enemies, but that, on the contrary, the 

Khedive may feel sure of the Imperial support. , » 

This message has, I have reason to believe, caused Muhktar Pasha a good deal of 
uneasiness, as it is contrary to the policy which he has recommended, and to the 
language he has held in Egypt. 

No. 76. 

Sir P. Currie to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople , March 3, 1894, 5'30 P.M. 

WITH reference to Lord Cromer’s telegram No. 33 to the Foreign Office, I air 
informed that the Sultan has told Moukhtar that the Khedive is to be kept quiet for 
the present. I further hear that a new draft Convention with England is undei 

The Sultan has little confidence in the Khedive, and Moukhtar is said to speak 
contemptuously of His Highness in his reports. 

Repeated to Lord Cromer. 


No. 77. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 5.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 24,1894. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, with reference to my despatch No. 23 of 
the 29th ultimo, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Suakin, giving 
further information respecting Dervish movements near Kassala. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 77. 

Consul Barnham to Lord Cromer. 

My Lord, Suakin , February 14,1894. 

I HAVE the honour to report that very little of interest in connection with the 
Dervishes has occurred in this neighbourhood since the date of my last despatch. 

It was reported here that a raid upon the frontier was imminent, but that the 
Dervishes were in want of transport, and awaited the return to Berber of 100 camels 
which had recently come down to Suakin with merchandize. These camels were 
therefore seized by the local authorities, and are still here. 

We have received information that Osman Digna has returned from Omdurman 
to Adarama on the Atbara, where he spent the greater part of the last two years, and 
that he has no following of Baggara Arabs. This news we believe to be authentic, 
but it is at variance with that we had received from the Italian authorities m 
Massowah, that Osman Digna had been appointed Emir of Kassala. If true, it would 
seem that this, the usual season of raids, will be uneventful so far as Suakm is 
concerned. In anticipation of raiding, an enormous number of Arabs have encamped 
outside the town. 

As regards the state of affairs near the Italian frontier, we have ascertained that a 
large reinforcement left Omdurman on the 17th ultimo, and arrived at Kassala on the 
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3rd instant, with orders to renew the attack upon Fort Agordat. It appears that th e 
recent defeat of Dervishes at that place was a heavy blow to the Khalifa, who i s 
reported to have shut himself up for several days after receiving the news. The 
losses on the Dervish side had proved to be heavier than was at first supposed, for 
many were cut down by the Beni Amer Arabs, far from the scene of battle, as they 
wandered about hopelessly in search of water and food. 

The new expedition can scarcely fail to meet with disaster, for it arrived at 
Kassala without supplies, and can find none there. Want of rain has caused a 
complete failure of the dliurra crops both at Kassala and Tokar. Wo know that th 
Italians are preparing for this attack, but we have no information as to their scheme 
of defence, beyond the fact that they have increased their native levies, and closed the 
wells on the Kassala road. 

The ammunition of the Dervishes is excellent. That captured during the recent 
battle, both for mitrailleuse and for Remington rifles, was as good as any issued from a 
European arsenal. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY D. BARNHAM. 


No. 78. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 5.) 

(No. 34. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 25, 1894. 

IN consequence of the suggestion made in my telegram No. 8 of the 22nd January, 
an order was issued to the effect that His Royal Highness the Commander-in-chief 
considers it advisable that in future, when any charge against English officers in the 
Egyptian army is brought by the Khedive or any Egyptian official, it should, after the 
Sirdar has reported, be investigated by the General Officer Commanding the British 
Troops in Egypt, who will forward the result of the inquiry for the information of His 
Royal Highness. 

As reported to your Lordship in my telegram No. 17 of the 23rd ultimo, I com¬ 
municated these orders to Tigrane Pasha. 

Apart from the merits of the case, I wished to use this letter as a lever to make 
the Khedive and the Egyptian Ministers yield on the general point at issue, and I 
have reason to believe that it had a strong effect in this direction. 

On the 24th ultimo I had the honour of informing your Lordship that Riaz Pasha 
and Tigrane Pasha made a strong appeal to me to withdraw my official letter of the 
previous day. In order to show my good-will and my desire not to render their 
position more difficult, I consented to do so for the time being, adding that they must 
take note that I had made a verbal communication to them of the orders issued to 
General Kitchener, and that I reserved my liberty of action to write an official letter 
on the subject at any time. 

The matter oozed out, and caused a great deal of acrimonious discussion in the 
local press. 

Riaz Pasha and Tigrane Pasha, it now appears, misunderstood my communication 
of the 24th January, and were of opinion that the order had not been issued, but that 
I had reserved my liberty of action to sause it to be issued in case of any serious 
complaint being made against a British offioer in future. 

Yesterday, on the occasion of my first interview with Riaz Pasha since my recent 
illness, ho told me that the misunderstanding placed him in a very difficult position, 
as he had informed the Khedive that the issue of the orders would be suspended if 
His Highness yielded on the points recently demanded, i.e., the publication of an 
eulogistic order of the day to the army, and the removal of Maher Pasha. Riaz 
Pasha made a strong appeal to me to cause the orders issued by General Walker to 
General Kitchener to be cancelled. I said that this was now impossible, but that 
public discussion on the subject had now ceased, and that if, as I trusted would be the 
case, no cause of serious complaint against any British officer arose, no attention would 
or need be drawn to the matter. I therefore advised him to let the question drop, hut 
I added that, in the event of any papers being laid before Parliament, I would use my 
good offices with Her Majesty’s Government to insure the non-publication of the 
passages in the official documents which relate to this particular point. 
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Riaz Pasha has behaved well during the late incident, and I feel that so much is 
due to him in his present difficult position. 

I trust, therefore, that under the circumstances your Lordship will approve of my 
action in this matter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GROMEB. 


No. 79. 


Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 5.) 

(No. 35. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 25,1894. 

COUNT SAMMINIATELLT called on me a few days ago, and after assuring 
me of the very friendly feelings entertained by the Italian Government towards 
England, went on to say that he had come to Cairo with a view to establishing an 
improved system for the inter-communication of news between the Italian military 
authorities at Massowah and the Egyptian authorities at Suakin and Cairo. 

I assured Count Samminiatelli that there would not be the least difficulty 
in meeting the views of the Italian Government on this point. I subsequently placed 
him in communication with General Kitchener and Major Wingate, with a view to 
arranging the details of the improved system. 

In the course of conversation, Count Samminiatelli remarked to me that the 
presence of the Dervishes at Kassala was very embarrassing to the Italian Government, 
and that under the arrangement of the 15th April, 1891, Italy had a right to occupy 
that place. He asked me how I thought the occupation would be viewed in 
England. 

I said I thought it would be somewhat “ mal vu.” 

Count Samminiatelli did not allude any further to this matter. 

In a subsequent conversation with Major Wingate, of which I have the honour to 
inclose an account, he explained the view's of the Italian Government somewhat more 

I inclose Memoranda from General Walker and General Kitchener on the 
proposals broached by Count Samminiatelli. I have only to add that I think it would 
be very undesirable to reopen the Soudan question on any large scale at present. The 
Egyptian Government has neither the men nor the money to undertake such an 
operation as the reoccupation of Kassala. 

It is, of course, posible that the Italians may exercise the right of temporary 
occupation accorded to them by the Convention of 1891, more especially if the present 
proposal for concerted action is rejected. But I trust they may be dissuaded from 
doing so. I cannot help doubting whether any real military necessity for a forward 
movement exists. Moreover, my impression is that any such movement would be 
costly to the Italian Government, and possibly lead them into military operations of 


some magnitude. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 79. 

Major-General Walker to Lord Cromer. 

My Lord, Cairo, February 25, 1894. 

I EOBWARD notes of a conversation between Major Wingate and Count 
Samminiatelli, which have been sent for my perusal by Brigadier-General Kitchener, 
with his own remarks. 

The establishment of a better system of communication between Massowah, 
Suakin, and Cairo could be settled without much difficulty, and an arrangement by 
which information could be transmitted more regularly between the Italians and our¬ 
selves could be easily elaborated. 

The larger project of combined operations against Kassala, finally leaving it in 
Egyptian hands as a detached post, seems to me most undesirable. Communication 
by land between it and Suakin would be too costly an undertaking to entertain, thus 
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our only means of communication would be through Massowah, in Italian 
possession. 

I concur with Brigadier-General Kitchener that if this operation formed part of 
a scheme for the reconquest of the Soudan there would be much to be said in its 
favour, but there is no idea at present of embarking on any expedition on a large 
scale; the Egyptian army is barely strong enough for the work required of it, which 
is purely defensive. To embark in offensive auxiliary operations such as suggested 
would necessitate a considerable increase, would take time, cost much money, add 
largely to the responsibilities of the country, and might, nolens volens, drag her into 
difficulties, which, in generalizing on the proposal, one cannot contemplate. 

The permanent possession of Kassala by Italy would give her influence over tribes 
stretching to Khartoum, and in any future movements by Egypt against the Soudan 
this might, and probably would, prove prejudicial to Egyptian interests, but to this 
phase of the question I need not refer. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. WALKER, Major-General, 

Commanding in Egypt. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 79. 

Brigadier-General Kitchener to Major-General Walker. 

G.O.C., War Office , Cairo , February 24, 1894. 

I BEG to forward you a statement made by Major Wingate of an interview he 
has had with Count Samminiatelli to-day. 

It appears to me that, should a general advance against the Dervishes in the 
Soudan be contemplated, Italian co-operation on their eastern frontiers would be a 
very valuable factor; but combined action, as suggested, against Kassala alone, 
300 miles distant from our base at Suakin, with no intention of advancing further 
against the Dervish power at Khartoum, would in my opinion cause great difficulties 
and expense, and not result in any corresponding advantage. 

It should not be forgotten that, after the conquest of Kassala by the combined 
forces, the line of communication with the proposed Egyptian garrison would 
necessarily be through the Italian possessions of Massowah, for it would be 
manifestly impossible to keep open the long flank line of communication with 
Suakin. 

The existence of an Egyptian garrison at Kassala would doubtless result in 
constant military operations against the Dervishes, unless it formed part of a scheme 
for the reoccupation of the Soudan; in that case its advantages and strategical 
position render its possession a military necessity for the administration of the country 
as a whole. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HERBERT KITCHENER, Brigadier-General, 

Sirdar. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 79. 

Major Wingate to Brigadier-General Kitchener. 

(Secret.) 

Sirdar, Intelligence Department, Cairo, February 24, 1894. 

I HAD a long conversation this morning with Count Samminiatelli, former 
Italian Military Attache in Egypt, w r lio has just come from Rome in connection with 
a special mission. 

I told Count Samminiatelli that I was given to understand by Lord Cromer and 
the Sirdar that he had come to Cairo with a view to establishing a more complete 
system of interchange of intelligence on Soudan affairs between the Italian authorities 
at Massowah and ourselves, and that I had been requested to ascertain from Count 
Samminiatelli how we could best meet his wishes. 

Count Samminiatelli thereupon stated that, with the recent change of Ministry 
in Italy, a most sincere desire existed on the part of MM. Crispi and Blanc to remain 
in complete accord with England on all points, and that it was their most earnest wish 
to do nothing which would be likely to jeopardise this entente. 
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Although Count Samminiatelli did not actually state that he was specially sent 
hy MM. Crispi and Blanc, I understood that this is the case, and that he is on 
extremely friendly terms with these Ministers. 

The official object of his mission is, he states, to establish frequent and regular 
communication between Massowah, Suakin, and Cairo on all matters relating to 
Dervish movements and intentions, so that, in the event of one party being attacked, 
the Dervish flank could he threatened by the other; in fact, that the Italian and 
Egyptian forces should as far as possible act in concert against their common enemy 
the Dervish. 

I replied that, as far as receiving and supplying information went, I believed 
there would be no difficulty in elaborating a system suitable to both parties, and we 
discussed in general terms the best means of establishing this intercommunication. 
It was suggested that the present system between the Governors of Massowah and 
Suakin should be further elaborated, that we should keep the Governor of Massowah 
informed of the general situation in the Soudan by sending written Reports, and when 
necessary, telegraphing, and that the Governor of Massowah would, on the other 
hand, keep us fully informed of all information which he received of the movements 
and intentions of the enemy. It was agreed that we should further discuss the details 
of the proposed system on Monday, the 26th February. 

The above is, as far as I can ascertain, the official portion of Count Samminiatelli’s 
mission, hut in course of conversation it would appear that there is a considerably 
larger project in view 'which Count Samminiatelli gave me to understand he was not 
actually authorized to propose, but which he felt sure—in the event of its being 
agreeable to the British authorities—would he instantly put in motion hy M. Crispi, 
who would he most gratified to lean: that the idea was acceptable to the British 
authorities. 

Count Samminiatelli then proceeded to explain the situation in the Italian Colony 
in Erithrea, and how it Avas viewed in Italy, lie said that the cost of maintaining a 
large force was exceptionally heavy, that the presence of a large Dervish force at 
Kassala was a continual menace to the Italians and necessitated maintaining a large 
garrison ,on their north-west frontier, thus preventing them from developing to their 
full extent other parts of the Colony in the direction of Abyssinia; that it was 
M. Crispi’s main desire to have a peaceable development of the Colony, but that 
with Kassala continually threatening this was impossible. He referred to the Treaty 
between England and Italy, dated the 15tli April, 1891, in which there is a clause 
allowing Italy to enter Kassala in case of military necessity, and said that immediately 
after the battle of Agordat a sudden advance on Kassala might have been feasible, 
but that it was not permitted because it was believed that such an advance would 
have been viewed unfavourably by the British Government, and that M. Crispi was 
excessively anxious to avoid anything which might interrupt the present entente 
cordiate betAveen the two Powers—that the Italian Government Avas on the horns of a 
dilemma—for at any moment something might happen to make an advance on 
Kassala a military necessity; but that, in accordance Avith the Treaty, such occupation 
could only he temporary; that, in the eA’ent of retirement after a successful advance, 
the impressionable nature of the Italian people would probably vent itself on 
M. Crispi and his Ministry, and that they Avould fall. Therefore they wished to arrive 
at some understanding which Avould allow of the Italians advancing to Kassala and at 
the same time prevent an outburst of popular indignation in the event of their having 
to Avithdraw. Count Samminiatelli furthermore pointed out that neither M. Crispi 
nor his colleagues wished to go to Kassala, but they wished to reduce military expendi¬ 
ture, and the only AA r ay this could be done Avas to remove the constant menace of 
attack from Kassala ; that therefore the proposed advance to Kassala was merely with 
this object in vieAv, and that they had no desire to stay there provided they could 
present to the Italian people some plausible grounds for retreat. 

The question, Count Samminiatelli admitted, was a difficult one, but he proposed 
a solution. He suggested that the Italian and Egyptian forces should act in concert, 
and make a combined attack on Kassala. He explained the details of his proposal on 
a map, and in a military point of view they did not appear altogether unfeasible. 
After the capture of Kassala, he suggested that the Egyptian troops who formed part 
of the combined expedition should remain in garrison of the place, that the Italian 
troops should retire across the frontier, and that thus all parties would be satisfied. A 
reduction of the Italian garrison in the Colony would be then possible, and the 
presence of an Egyptian garrison at Kassala would secure that freedom of commerce, 
&c., which Avas so essential for the prosperity of the Italian Colony. 
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Count Samminiatelli pointed out that the advance to Kassala would be considered 
purely an Egyptian military operation, and that the Italian troops Avould be solely in 
the position of auxiliaries. In this manner no susceptibilities Avould be Avounded, and 
botli parties Avould x’eap the advantage of the combined action. I pointed out to Count 
Samminiatelli that, as far as I know the British policy regarding the Soudan, I 
believed that at present it Avas purely defensive, that his proposition involved a 
change of policy Avliich would not, I thought, be at present entertained, and that as 
the latter part of his communication was not official, I was not prepared to enter into 
a general discussion, though I would discover how the suggestion Avas vievved. In the 
meantime I expressed my readiness to assist in arriving at a satisfactory arrange¬ 
ment regarding the intercommunication of Soudan intelligence. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. R. WINGATE, 

Director of Military Intelligence. 


No. 80. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery .— (Received March 5.) 

(No. 36.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 26, 1894. 

I AM informed that the Dervishes have been considerably reinforced in the 
Dongola Province, and have now about 8,000 fighting men between Dongola and 
Suardeh, and 2,000 camels xvitli Avater-skins ready. The latest and most reliable news 
states that they intend simultaneous attacks on Murat and the Oasis. 

In confirmation of this, Dervish parties have recently been sent to Selima. 

Under these circumstances the military authorities are of opinion that it is a 
military necessity to improve the communication Avitli Khargeh and Beris, and they 
consider that a light military telegraph line should be constructed to those places from 
the river. 

This line is estimated to cost about 1,800/., and I have reason to believe that the 
Einancial Department of the Egyptian Government are willing to grant the funds 
necessary to the construction of the telegraph. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. 81. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 5.) 

(No. 37.) 

My Lord, Cairo , February 26,1894. 

REFERRING to my despatch No. 216 of the 28th December last, containing a 
copy of the Circular note addressed by Tigrane Pasha to the foreign Representatives 
at Cairo, requesting the sanction of the PoAvers to the employment of the economies 
resulting from the conversion of the Privileged and Daira Sanieh Debts on the 
creation of reservoirs and public Avorks for improving the irrigation and agriculture of 
Egypt, I now have the honour to inform your Lordship that the French Government 
have informed the Egyptian Government that they cannot give their consent to the 
economies being thus a})plied until they are made acquainted with the amount of the 
expenditure required. This is, in my opinion, almost tantamount to a refusal on the 
part of the French Government to assent to the proposal. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. 82. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 5.) 

(No. 38.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 26, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit heroAvith, Avith reference to my despatch No. 216 
of the 28th December last, a copy of a publication just issued by the Ministry of 
ublic Works, and containing Mr. Garstin’s note on a Report by Mr. Willcocks on 
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tlie proposed reservoirs in Upper Egypt, together with the Report itself and explana¬ 
tory Appendices.* The plans and designs to which Mr. Garstin refers in his note to 
Riaz Pasha cannot, from their size, he sent by ordinary post, but will be forwarded to 
your Lordship as a parcel. 

I have, at the same time, the honour to inform your Lordship that the English 
and French hydraulic engineers invited by the Egyptian Government to examine 
and report on these various proposals, Sir Benjamin Baker and M. Burld, have arrived 
here, and are to leave for Upper Egypt to-day. The third member of the Technical 
Commission, M. Torricelli, an Italian engineer, is expected shortly. I should add 
that Mr. Cope Wliiteliouse, who is spending the winter in Cairo, was invited by the 
Egyptian Government to accompany the members of the Technical Commission over 
the Wady Ray an, but declined the invitation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER 


No. 83. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 7.) 

(No. 35. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, March 7, 1894. 

COUNT SAMMINIATELLI called on me to-day to speak about his mission, 
which formed the subject of my despatch No. 35 of the 25th ultimo. The Italian 
authorities at Massowah had, he said, received from the Ras of Tigre an offer of 
co-operation in an expedition against Kassala. He laid stress on the difficulties of the 
Italian position, and said it was very probable that the military authorities at 
Massowah, backed up by public opinion in Italy, would force the hand of the Govern¬ 
ment. He urged the desirability of a reoccupation of Kassala by the Egyptian 
Government. I informed him that I would communicate his views to your Lordship, 
but I discouraged the idea of a reoccupation. 


No. 84. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 7.) 

(No. 36. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, March 7, 1894. 

MY advice has, under the following circumstances, been indirectly asked by some 
of the leading Copts :— 

Abyssinian bishoprics have always, up to the present time, been filled by Egyptian 
ecclesiastics; thus, a good deal of ecclesiastical preferment has been practically in the 
hands of the Egyptian Copts. A report has now reached them that it is the wish of 
the King of Abyssinia not to continue his ecclesiastical connection with Egypt, but to 
send students to Russia. 

The Copts, being anxious to counteract this movement, wish to send a small 
Mission to the King, and ask if I see any objection to such a course. There is no 
objection that I am aware of, but the Italian Government is more interested in the 
matter than we are, and before I take any action to encourage or discourage the project 
it would, I think, be as well to ascertain their views. I have informed Count 
Samminiatelli of these facts. 


No. 85. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 5.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 7, 1894. 

THE idea of a joint movement against Yassala is, it appears, being pressed at 
Cairo by Count Samminiatelli, who suggests that the place should be occupied and 
retained by the Egyptian Government, with the support of Italy. 

• Not printed. 
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If this plan is mentioned to your Excellency, you should discourage it. Our 
military authorities are altogether opposed to the scheme, which they consider would 
involve too great a strain on the military resources of Egypt. 


No. 86. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 65 a.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 7,1894. 

ON taking leave of me to-day, the Turkish Ambassador inquired whether I was 
favourably inclined towards the resumption of negotiations relative to Egypt. 

I reminded his Excellency that I had formerly co mmuni cated the bases on which 
I had been willing to treat; but, I said, much had happened since then, and the 
behaviour of the Khedive had interposed a fresh obstacle to any arrangement. If, 
however, the Sultan had any practical propositions to make, it would be better, I 
thought, that he should address them to your Excellency. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 87. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 40.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, March 9,1894. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 34, Confidential, of the 25th ultimo, relative 
to the procedure to be followed in future in cases of complaints against English officers 
in the Egyptian army. 

I have to convey to your Lordship my approval of your action in this matter, and 
of the course you took respecting the misapprehension on the part of Riaz Pasha in 
regard to it. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 88. 

Extract from Captain Lugard's Memorandum ( B) of March 10, 1894, re Abyssinia. 

MONTE1L said the Russians had no real intentions in Abyssinia—their 
expansion was limited to districts they could connect with railways to Russia (Central 
Asia, &c.). That their action in Abyssinia had been based on the supposition that the 
religion of the country was the same as their own. He laughed at this, and said it 
was wholly erroneous. I said that possibly tfiev made this an ostensible excuse. He 
said, “ possibly,” but obviously himself thought that it was a genuine misunder¬ 
standing. He said that nothing would ever be done from Massowah, which was 150 
miles or more from the real borders of Abyssinia. That the only really feasible port of 
access was Oboek (French). That each year more and more caravans came to 
Tajurrah at this port, in French territory, and that all the trade routes were being 
diverted thither. He said the French had a very able man in Abyssinia—I forget the 
name. He seemed much surprised at my estimate of Italian expenditure in Abyssinia. 
He declared that the Italians had withdrawn their Protectorate over Abyssinia, and 
that that country was now without European protection. 


No. 89. 

Sir C. Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 10.) 

(No. 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Rome, March 10,1894,11’35 a.m. 

I HAVE communicated the substance of Lord Cromer’s telegram No. 36 to 
Baron Blanc. I am informed by his Excellency that liis Government wish all success 
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to the Copts in Egypt in their efforts to maintain the ecclesiastical status which they 
have acquired in Abyssinia, and that they will regard as a matter of common interest 
every encouragement which may be afforded to them by Lord Cromer in their 
endeavours to preserve that position. 

I have repeated the above to Lord Cromer. 


No. 89 a. 

Sir P. Currie to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 16.) 

(No. 107.) 

My Lord, Per a, March 7, 1894. 

I C AL LED, by appointment, upon the Grand Vizier this morning at his private 
residence, and had a long and friendly conversation with him. 

I began by saying that I had not come to trouble him in regard to any of the 
current affairs under discussion between the two Governments, but rather with the view 
of initiating between us relations of confidence and friendship which would facilitate 
the treatment of any questions that might arise. 

The relations between Great Britain and Turkey, which had for so long a period 
been of an intimate and friendly character, had, I said, been somewhat less cordial of 
late, and a feeling of distrust seemed to have grown up. This state of things could, I 
believed, only be remedied by a frank interchange of views. There might be faults on 
both sides, but we undoubtedly felt that we had reason to complain that British 
interests were not treated with the same consideration as those of other nations, and 
that our acts and motives were systematically misrepresented and misunderstood. 
This view, which I formed in England, was confirmed by the impression I found pre¬ 
vailing among the members of the English colony here. It had never been the policy 
of the English Government to press for commercial Concessions for their subjects to 
the detriment of those of other countries, but we felt that in these matters Englishmen 
ought at least to have their fair share. 

The Grand Vizier assented generally to the substance of my remarks. With 
regard to the commercial question, he said that no serious proposals for the construc¬ 
tion of railways had been made by English firms. The only English Railway Company 
in Turkey, that of the Smyrna-Aidin line, had shown a want of enterprise in extending 
itself, and thus had lost the advantages it should have derived from being the first in 
the field. Mr. Staniforth, who was the only recent English applicant for a Railway 
Concession on a large scale, had asked for a line to Bagdad, which was out of the 
power of the Ottoman Government to grant, as they were already under engagements 
to a German Company in that direction. Several Mining Concessions had, on the other 
hand, been given to English conccssionnaires. There were no important commercial 
questions under discussion at the present time except the claims of Colonel Alt, and of 
those he hoped there was a fair chance of settlement. 

I said it was important that this settlement should take place at an early date, not 
only on account of the injustice inflicted on the original constructors of the Haidar- 
Pasha Railway, but also as a means of remedying the bad effect caused in England by 
the unfair treatment of an enterprise in which Englishmen were so largely concerned. 

His Highness then turned to the general question of the relations between the 
two countries. There were, he said, three matters which specially interested the 
Turkish Government:— 

1. The Egyptian question. 

2. The language of the English press. 

3. The Armenian question. 

With regard to the first, Lord Rosebery had been displeased because an answer 
was not sent to his proposals by the date ho had fixed, and had broken off all further 
communication on the subject. I said that I was not authorized to make any 
suggestions with regard to Egypt; that my instructions were to study this and other 
questions, and report to Her Majesty’s Government upon them, but that, of course, J 
should be ready to listen to any observations he had to offer. He did not enter into 
details, but referred in general terms to the injury inflicted on the Caliphate by our 
occupation. 

I said that there were two sides to that question, and that our occupation had not 
been without its advantages to the Ottoman Empire. The Arabist movement had 
been an anti-Turkish one, and a similar feeling was now again making itself felt in 
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consequence of the attitude assumed by the present Khedive. If our occupation were 
to be terminated and the Egyptians were left to their own devices, there could be little 
doubt that the aim of the popular party in that country would be total emancipation 
Rom Turkish sovereignty. His Highness appeared to admit that there was some force 
in this view. 

With regard to the English press, I repeated the well-worn explanations as to the 
inability of the British Government to exercise any control over it, and suggested that 
the only means of modifying its utterances was by adopting measures that would 
produce a favourable impression upon public opinion. 

As to the Armenian question, the Grand Vizier referred to the bad effect produced 
by the sympathy shown in the Armenian movement by certain public men in England. 
This had undoubtedly stimulated its activity, and had produced a very painful 
impression at the Palace. 

In conclusion, the Grand Vizier expressed his earnest desire that the friendship 
between our two countries should be maintained and strengthened. That friendship he 
considered to be of great importance to Turkey, and not without value to England. 

He assured me that the Sultan would listen with pleasure to any remarks from 
me that were conceived in the same amicable spirit as those which I had addressed to 
him, and gave me some reason to hope that they might have the effect of influencing 
His Majesty’s mind in the sense desired by Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 89 b. 

Society of Antiquaries of London to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received March 16.) 

My Lord, Burlington House, London, March 15, 1894. 

I AM instructed by the Council of the Society of Antiquaries to forward to your 
Lordship the inclosed copy of a Resolution passed by the Society at their ordinary 
meeting of the 22nd February last, which it was thought desirable should be considered 
by the Council before being transmitted to your Lordship. 

The Council, at their meeting yesterday, fully indorsed the Resolution, but would 
wish to submit, for your Lordship’s consideration, the following remarks. 

They sincerely hope that one of the alternative schemes for regulating the Nile may 
be adopted which will not involve so serious a destruction of ancient remains. 

Should, however, the plan of making the proposed dam below Phil® be found 
absolutely necessary, or any other scheme which involves the submergence of ancient 
Egyptian monuments, and thus the blotting out of so many pages of Egyptian history, 
the Council hopes that something may be done in the interests of archasology so as in 
some measure to lessen the evil. 

This would best be done by a careful survey, with excavation where necessary, of 
the sites threatened by the scheme, and the publication of the results. 

A survey of ancient Egypt has been commenced under the enlightened superinten¬ 
dence of M. de Morgan, who, we are led to believe, takes a considerable interest in 
Philte. It would, therefore, only be necessary to transfer the work to the area doomed 
to destruction. 

It must be remembered that, in addition to the architecture, sculpture, paintings, 
and inscriptions at Phil®, there are many other monuments of greater antiquity and no 
less value to students which will share the same fate. 

The Council hopes that your Lordship’s influence, even though you may be unable 
to save the monuments at Phihe, will be exercised in rendering the inevitable loss less 
severe. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES H. REAP, Secretary. 


Inclosure in No. 89 b. 

Resolution . 

AT a meeting of the Society of Antiquaries of London, held at Burlington House 
on the 22nd February, 1894, Augustus W. Franks, Esq., C.B., in the Chair, the following 
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Resolution was proposed by the President, seconded by the Treasurer, Dr. Edwin 
Freshfield, and carried unanimously:— 

“ That the Society of Antiquaries of London desires to record its protest, in the 
strongest manner, against the threatened submergence and consequent destruction of 
the venerable and famous Temple of Isis and of other ancient Egyptian remains 
on the Island of Phil®, through the proposed construction of a dam across the Nile 
immediately below. 

“ The Society further desires to express its opinion that the suggested transfer of 
the remains to an adjacent island would destroy their historic and artistic value, 
inasmuch as one of the most important and special interests attaching to these buildings 
is their singular adaptation to their peculiar site, which is, moreover, one of extraordinary 
natural beauty, and forms one of the chief attractions for foreign visitors to Egypt.” 


No. 90. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Lord Cromer. 


(No. 41. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, March 16, 1894. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, copy of a despatch to 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin,* reporting communications which have passed 
with Count Hatzfeldt on the subject of the Egyptian draft Decree for the sanitation of 
Cairo and Alexandria. 

The draft Decree in question was forwarded to this Office in Mr. Hardinge’s 
despatch No. 122 of the 21st July last. 

I shall he glad to learn whether the Egyptian Government, in viow of the 
opposition aroused by the Decree, are likely to propose some modifications of those 
Articles which are open to objection. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


No. 91. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Sir E. Malet. 


(No. 80. Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 16, 1894. 

COUNT METTERNICH communicated to me verbally on the 6tli instant, on 
behalf of the German Ambassador, certain observations on the draft Decree for the 
sanitation of Cairo and Alexandria. 

The Decree was inclosed in Mr. Hardinge’s despatch No. 122 of the 21st July last, 
a copy of which has been furnished to your Excellency in print. 

Count Metternicli stated that the Belgian Government proposed to refuse their 
consent to Articles 14 and 17 of the Decree because of the disregard paid to their claims 
to be sufficiently represented on the Mixed Tribunals. 

The Italian Government had also raised objections to some of the Articles, and the 
German Government concur in their view. They hold that Articles 11 and 12, which 
allow the agents of the Sanitary Department access to the residences of subjects of 
foreign Powers, might givo rise to conflicts and disagreeable precedents if put into 
operation. 

Articles 14, 15, and 17 are, in their opinion, open to criticism, as the penalties 
proposed in them are rather excessive, and the competence of the Mixed Tribunals is 
thereby extended. 

Before coming to any definite decision with regard to the Decree the German 
Government are anxious, Count Metternicli said, to know whether Her Majesty’s 
Government concur in the above observations, or what their view r s are on the subject. 

I have informed Count Hatzfeldt that Her Majesty’s Government are aware that 
the Decree in its present form would meet with opposition from the Powers, and had 
consequently abstained from replying to the Egyptian Circular of the 14th July, 1893, 


• No. 81. 
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No. 91*. 

Foreign Office to India Office . 

gj r> Foreign Office , March 16, 1894. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Kimberley to state that, according to a communi¬ 
cation made by the Italian Ambassador, his Government have recently received 
information of a considerable sale of guns having taken place at Obokh. 

Thero had been two consignments—one of 3,000, and a later one of an unknown 
quantity. 

The guns were bought by a man named Hassan Banibela, and sent to Modi and 
Tohera. 

Count Tornielli said that the Italian Government were anxious to ascertain their 
eventual destination, as there was a possibility of their going to the Abyssinians^ or to 
the Dervishes at Kassala, or elsewhere. 

I am to suggest, for the consideration of the Secretary of State for India, that the 
matter should be referred to the Resident at Aden, who may be able to obtain 
particulars from the British Vice-Consul on the Somali Coast. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 
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in the hope that the Egyptian Government would propose some modification of those 
Articles which were open to objection. I have added that Her Majesty’s Government 
were expecting a farther Report on the subject from Lord Cromer, to whom his 
Excellency’s inquiry had been referred. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


No. 92. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 19.) 

(No. 42.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 9, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to submit my annual Report on the progress made in the 
various Administrative Departments of the Egyptian Government during the year 1893. 


1. Finance. 


The estimates for the year 1893 were as follows :— 


Revenue 

Expenditure 


£E 

10,010,003 

9,550,000 


Surplus 


460,000 


The final accounts, which are now closed, show the following results:— 


Revenue 

Expenditure 


£E. 

10,321,000 

9,601,000 


Surplus 


720,000 


The surplus was therefore £ E. 260,000 in excess of the estimate. 

The excess of revenue over the estimates, amounting in all to £ E. 311,000, was 
distributed over all the chapters of the Budget. Thus the direct taxes yielded 
£ E. 23,000, the indirect taxes £ E. 160,000, the Railways, Telegraphs, and other 
Administrations, classed under the general head of “ Revenus des Administrations de 
Recettes,’’ yielded £ E. 64,000, and the “ Recettes des Services Administrates,” being 
principally fees collected by the Tribunals, £ E. 60,000 more than the estimates. 

The excess of expenditure over the estimate, amounting to £ E. 61,000, was due 
to the cost of the Army of Occupation being increased from £ E. 86,000 to 
£ E. 137,000. This excess expenditure was the natural consequence of the rein¬ 
forcement of the British garrison, which took place about a year ago. In 1894 this 
charge will be again reduced to £ E. 86,000. 

I turn to the estimates lor the year 1894. 

In spite of the large surplus, amounting to £ E. 720,000, which accrued in 1893, 
the actual surplus with which the Egyptian Government had to deal in fr amin g the 
estimates for 1894 only amounted to £ E. 119,000. The balance, amoun tin g to 
£ E. 601,000, was either due to the economies resulting from the partial conversion of 
the debt, or had to be paid to the general reserve fund, which is in the hands of the 
Commissioners of the Debt. In either case, the money is not at the disposal of the 
Egyptian Government for purposes of current finance. 

. A noteworthy feature of the Budget of 1894 is that the last payment on account of 
interest in the Suez Canal shares held by the English Government will be made on the 
1st July. The annual charge on this account has for the last twenty years been 
£ E. 194,000. It is not, however, to be supposed that, subsequent to the 1st July, 
the whole of the economy which will thus be effected will bo at the disposal of the 
Egyptian Government. Such is not the case. When, a few years ago, the Erench 
Government agreed to £ E. 160,000 being added to the administrative expenditure of 
the Egyptian Government in order to partially abolish the corvee system, they stipu- 
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land-tax registers has been greatly facilitated, and the operation is now effected within 
a month of the change of property, whereas formerly months, and sometimes years, 
used to elapse before the new proprietor was inscribed on the register of taxpayers. 
New and simple regulations have been laid down for the annual measurement of the 
islands, the area of which is constantly changing under the action of the Nile. Steps 
have been taken to reduce as much as possible the expenses of seizures made for non¬ 
payment of taxes; these expenses used sometimes to exceed the sum for which the 
seizure had been made. A new evaluation of the house-tax has been made throughout 
the whole of Egypt. Einally, a law of great importance as regards the future 
development of the land-tax was prepared by the Ministry of Einance during the past 
year, and has just received the approval of the Legislative Council and the Council of 
Ministers. Hitherto uncultivated lands which are exempt from taxation have been 
liable to an annual examination by the local officials, with a view to determine whether 
they should be taxed again. In practice, this system led to many abuses and to 
frequent complaints on the part of the landowners. The new law abolishes these 
examinations, and establishes a scale of taxation under which such lands will be 
automatically taxed at a progressive rate, which is at first fixed very low, but which 
gradually rises to the general rate of the neighbourhood. In this manner, the 
maximum of encouragement is offered to the proprietors of uncultivated and untaxed 
lands to bring them under cultivation, while the interests of the Government are no 
longer left in the hands of minor and often incompetent agents. 

With the exception, therefore, of the redundant cash balances, which constitute 
a blot on the Egyptian financial system—for which, however, the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment is in no way responsible—the condition of Egyptian finance may be pronounced 
to he eminently satisfactoiy. The revenue is elastic; the expenditure is under 
effective control. The burthen of taxation has been largely reduced of late years. 
Remedies are being gradually and prudently applied to such abuses as still exist. 
The debt is being diminished. 

I have only to add that, for the first time since its creation, the Legislative 
Council exercised the right which it possesses under the Organic Law of the 1st May, 
1883, to discuss the Budget in some detail. A lengthy note was presented by the 
Council to the Government last December, which was answered by the President of 
the Council of Ministers and by the Financial Adviser. I need not enter into any 
discussion in respect to these documents, which have already been published. It 
would he unjust to judge harshly of what are practically almost the first utterances 
of a new institution composed for the most part of members who are but little 
experienced in the treatment of public affairs, but I may say that, although some few 
of the observations of the Legislative Council were of a nature to merit the attention 
which I cannot doubt they will receive, it is clear that in respect to others the 
opinions expressed by the Council were based on an inadequate study of the facts 
with which they had to deal. The future of this institution must depend in a great 
measure on the conduct of its own members. Although it cannot be said to be truly 
representative of the views of the Egyptian population, taken as a whole, nevertheless, 
the Council probably represents with some degree of accuracy the opinions held by 
certain influential sections of Egyptian society, whoso experience in local matters may 
possibly be utilized to the advantage of their country. If, as I trust may be the case, 
the members of the Council, profiting by the experience of the past, devote them¬ 
selves to a careful and impartial study of such local subjects as are submitted to their 
consideration, the institution may m timo become an useful adjunct to the machinery 
of government in Egypt. In the contrary case, the Council can scarcely fail to fall 
into disrepute both amongst their own countrymen and amongst those who, not being 
Egyptians, take a sympathetic interest in the working of the institutions with which, 
under the auspices of Her Majesty’s Government, Egypt was endowed in 1883. 


2. Salt Department, 

I mentioned in my Report of last year that in January 1892 the price of salt 
was reduced by 40 per cent., and that the gross revenue, which was originally 
estimated at £ E. 233,000, fell, in consequence of this reduction, to £ E. 179,000. 
The loss of revenue, therefore, was only 23 per cent, as compared With the original 
estimate. The balance was recouped by increased consumption. 


The following figures show the revenue and expenditure of the Salt Department 
(luring the last two years:— 







1892. 

1893. 


Revenue .. .. 


• • 


£E. 

179,000 

£ E. 

185,000 


Expenditure .. .. 

•• 

•• 

•• 

49,000 

48,000 


Net revenue 

•* 


•• 

130,000 

137,000 


The net revenue of 1893 was, therefore, £ E. 7,000 in excess of that of 1892; 
45,300 tons of salt were sold as compared with 39,800 tons in 1892. 

Rough salt in abundance may be picked up in the desert, and is smuggled into 
the Valley of the Nile. When the new Administration was formed, vigorous measures 
were taken to put a stop to this system of smuggling. Domiciliary visits were made 
by the inspectors of the Salt Department in the villages bordering on the desert with 
a view to searching for contraband salt. The result, without doubt, was to check 
smuggling, an d thus increase the revenue. The system was, however, viewed witli 
great disfavour by the provincial authorities, who failed to co-operate cordially with 
the officials of the Salt Department. The Egyptian Government has, therefore, 
decided that no further domiciliary visits shall be made by the inspectors of the Salt 
Department, hut that this duty shall, as heretofore, be performed by the provincial 

authorities. . 

In view of the loss of money which this administrative change is likely to 
involve, the revenue of the Salt Department for 1894 has been estimated at 
£ E. 10,000 less than the actuals of 1893. 

3. Domains Administration. 

Considerable progress was made in paying off the Domains Loan in the course of 
last year; 33,609 acres of land were sold for about £ E. 736,000, a sum £ E. 30,000 
in excess of the estimated value of these lands entered in the official catalogue. The 
outstanding capital of the loan has now been reduced to £ E. 4,123,000. The area of 
the estates still unsold is 259,482 acres. 

These large sales have naturally resulted in a corresponding reduction in the staff 
of the Administration. During the year 1893, it was found possible to dispense with 
the services of 997 employes. 

The conversion of the Domains Loan from a 5 per cent, to a 4J per cent, stock, 
which took place last year, effected an economy of about £ E. 34,000 a-year. It is to 
be regretted that this money cannot be applied to the reduction of the Domains 
deficit, which is payable by the Egyptian Government. Under existing international 
arrangements, however, the money is held by the Commissioners of the Debt until 
such time as the unanimous assent of the Powers can he obtained as to the method of 
its employment. 

In the Budget for 1894 the Egyptian Government make provision to the extent 
of £ E. 90,000 for the deficit of the Domains during the year 1893, which is payable 
in April 1894. The actual deficit of 1893, so far as can be at present ascertained, will 
not exceed £ E. 54,000. 

The yield of cotton on the lands cultivated direct by the Commissioners in 1893 
was 456 lbs. per acre. Tliis is considerably below the figures of 1892, which was 
525 lbs. per acre, but it is above the average of the last five years, which was only 
374 lbs. per acre; 1892 was an exceptionally good year. The falling-off in 1893 was 
partly due to the damage done by worms, but more to the fact that the abnormally 
wet and cold weather in the spring delayed the preparation of the land, and, in the 
poorer soils, totally prevented the germination of the seed. 

On the other hand, the cereal crops in 1893 gave the largest yield obtained since 
the creation of the Domains Administration. 

I have on previous occasions alluded to the useful work performed by the 
Domains Administration in introducing agricultural machinery into Egypt. The four 
threshing machines imported from England in previous years gave very satisfactory 
results. Ten more were, therefore, purchased in 1893. 
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I am informed that the advantages to be derived from this class of machinery 
have been so thoroughly recognized, that several other large proprietors have followed 
the example of the Domains Administration, and that upwards of thirty of these 
machines were at work in various parts of Egypt during the harvest of 1893. 


4. Daira Administration. 

In my last annual Report I explained how that after many years of deficits, which 
in 1886 amounted to no less than £ E. 261,000, the Daira Administration showed a 
surplus amounting to £ E. 46,000 in the year 1891. 

The final accounts of the year 1892, which were closed on the 31st December, 
1893, showed a surplus of £ E. 92,000. 

The year 1893 gave promise of yielding results greatly in excess of anything 
previously recorded or anticipated. The area planted with sugar-cane was larger than 
in any previous year, and the crop had nearly reached maturity under the most 
favourable conditions when, on two consecutive nights in January 1893, frost fell. 
Such an occurrence had not taken place since 1880. The consequences of these two 
nights of frost were twofold. They diminished the yield of sugar-cane by about 
5 per cent., but the greatest loss resulted from the chemical alteration produced in the 
saccharine richness of the canes. Although the treatment of the canes at the factories 
was identically the same in 1893 as it had been in 1892, the extraction of sugar 
crystal was 6 per cent, less in the former than in the latter year, and of sugar syrups 
it was fully 20 per cent. less. Fortunately, some compensation for this loss was found 
in the higher prices which ruled for sugar, enabling the Daira to realize its produce 
about 10 per cent, better than in 1892. 

Thus, notwithstanding adverse circumstances affecting the crop, the year 1893 
will probably yield a surplus of about £ E. 150,000. 

The prospects for 1894 are also good. The Budget shows an estimated surplus of 
£ E. 146,000. 

The Council of the Daira continues to carry out its policy of realizing such of its 
lands as lie outside the range of its factories. The general well-being of the 
agricultural class has so increased the demand for land, that the Administration is 
enabled to obtain very satisfactory prices for these lands. In 1893, it sold 30,670 acres 
in twenty-four lots, all purchased by natives, for £ E. 152,000. The average price 
realized represents fully twenty-three years’ purchase of the net revenues during the 
preceding five years. 


5. Trade and Customs. 

The commerce of Egypt has not undergone any considerable change in 1893 as 
compared with the years immediately preceding. 

The value of the trade, so far as can be at present ascertained, was:— 

£ E. 

Exports .. .. .. .. .. 12,790,000 

Imports .. .. .. .. .. 8.718,000 

Total .. .. .. .. .. 21,508,000 


The figures for the 
average of— 


Exports 

Imports 


three years 1890 to 1892, inclusive, give an annual 


£ E. 

.. 13,030,000 

.. 8,820,000 


Total 


21,850,000 


As compared with 1892, the exports in 1893 show a diminution of £ E. 552,000. 

The decrease in the value of the cotton exported amounted to £ E. 307,000. The 
cotton crop was much later than usual, and appears to have been kept back in the 
hope of obtaining better prices. Thus, the quantities exported from September to 
December 1893, inclusive, were less by 640,000 cantars than the total for the same 
period in 1892. The season’s crop is estimated to reach 4,800,000 cantars, being 


290,000 cantars less than the last one. The falling-off in the total value would have 
been much greater, therefore, than £ E. 307,000,* had it not been for a slight 
improvement in price in 1893. 

The exportation of cotton to Russia has steadily increased, but it is now threatened 
by heavy import duties. The exportation to America, which has been also very 
considerable, will now probably diminish, as the new American Tariff has modified the 
former prohibitive rates on English fine-spun yarns, for which Egyptian cotton is used, 
and the exportation will be again diverted to England. 

Of the cereals, wheat, maize, and cotton-seed make a total deficiency of 
£ E. 350,000, and beans and lentils nearly £ E. 40,000 more. There was, however, a 
fair increase (£ E. 72,000) in the exports of onions and rice. 

The quantity of sugar exported was about the same as in 1892, but an improve¬ 
ment in price yielded an increase in the total value of £ E. 56,281. 

Although the imports show a falling-off of £ E. 372,700 as compared with the 
total for 1892, there is no reason to infer that the diminution is due to any cause 
affecting the progressing -prosperity of the country. Instances may, indeed, be cited 
which point rather to a continued improvement in the condition of the country. Thus, 
the decrease in the imports under the heads of “ Animals ” and “ Animal Products ” 
may be accounted for in great part by the increase in the breeding of sheep and cattle, 
and in the manufacture of dairy produce. The development in the manufacture of 
soap and oils would, in like manner, account for the decreased importation of those 
articles, while there does not appear to be any reason to suppose that the demand for 
these articles, or for animals and animal food, has decreased. 

As regards the cotton-seed oils, the “Huileries et Savonneries” Company of 
Alexandria supplied for home consumption in 1893 not less than 1,963,000 okes, of a 
total value of about £ E. 54,000, being more than double the amount supplied by 
them in 1891. 

The large increase in the importation of Hour of finer quality seems to point to a 
similar conclusion, though it must be ascribed in part to the deficit in the wheat and 
maize crops. 

The importation of wood for building purposes and cabinet-making still continues 
to increase, and large quantities arc sent into the interior; the villages in Upper Egypt 
taking a considerable portion, to be employed chiefly in building, or improving the 
dwellings of the fellaheen. 

The principal items of decrease occur under the head of coal, about £ E. 200,000, 
and metals (machinery, &c.), about £ E. 140,000. The importation of large quantities 
of rolling-stock for the Egyptian railways raised the figures for 1892 greatly above the 
average, so that a great portion of the decrease under this head is only apparent. The 
diminution in coal imports was due chiefly to the great coal strike in England. 

The Customs revenue for 1893 was as follows:— 

£ E. 

Import and export duties.. .. .. .. .. .. 756,522 

Tobacco .. .. .. .. .. .. 788,660 

Total M .. .. .. .. 1,545,182 

The gross revenue on tobacco amounted to £ E. 809,140, the amount of drawback 
on tobacco exported as cigarettes being £ E. 20,480. 

This drawback, which was granted in October 1891, has enabled the export trade 
in cigarettes to maintain its position. The cigarettes exported in 1893 numbered 
140,400,000, as compared with 128,300,000 in 1892. This trade is, however, threatened 
by the competition of the cigarettes of the Turkish Rdgie, and the Egyptian manu¬ 
facturers now demand that the entire import duty may bo repaid on exportation. 

The cost of collection of the Customs revenue, including the cost of the 
preventive service, is very small, being in the proportion of only 7| per cent, of the 
amount collected. 

6. Post Office. 

During the year ten new post-offices have been opened, and the rural post 
extended to thirteen new stations. 

* The average prioe of cotton per cantar m the period from September to December 1892 was P. T. 175. 
During the same period in 1893 it was P.T. 187£. 
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The financial results of the year were as follows:— 

£ 

Revenue .. .. .. .. .. 116,700 

Expenditure .. ,. ., .. .. .. .. 93,200 

Surplus .. .. .. .. .. .. .23,600 

Although the revenue exceeded the estimate (£ E. 112,000), it shows a diminution 
of £ E. 2,600 compared with that of the previous year. This falling-off in revenue is 
entirely confined to the transport of specie, all other branches of the service showing a 
satisfactory increase. It is due to two causes—the increasing use of commercial bills 
and cheques in the transaction of business is diminishing the quantity of specie 
transported through the post, and the lateness of the cotton crop has carried into the 
next financial year a considerable portion of the receipts which are usually derived 
from specie during the cotton season. In confirmation of this explanation, the 
exceptionally large receipts during the first month of the present year under this head 
show that the revenue is recovering from the temporary decrease at the close of 1893, 
but it is to be anticipated that the use of instruments of credit will continue to affect 
this source of income. 

The uniform rate of postage of P. T. 5 for inland parcels has been reduced to 
P. T. 3 for parcels not exceeding the weight of 1 kilog. 

A Mutual Benevolent Society, the first of its kind amongst Government officials 
in Egypt, was recently founded for the purpose of making grants and loans to clerks 
and their families in cases of sickness, death, or financial need due to causes beyond 
their control, and more particularly to aid the lower staff, such as postmen, messengers, 
and servants, and their families who are not entitled to any pension from the 
Government. Although a voluntary Society, almost the whole staff became subscribers, 
and the Society has been enabled to render much timely help during the year. 


7. Public Works Department. 

I inclose in a separate despatch a Memorandum, which Mr. Garstin has prepared 
at my request, descriptive of the principal operations conducted by the Public Works 
Department during the year 1893. It contains a modest record of creditable work, 
which has been of great benefit to the people of Egypt. 

I need in this place only allude to two subjects which have more especially 
engaged the attention of the Public Works Department during the past year. These 
are (1) the Nile reservoir, and (2) the total abolition of the corvee. 

As regards the Nile reservoir, the question at present stands as follows :— 

After some years of steady work the officers of the Egyptian Public Works 
Department have collected a mass of information which was necessary as material 
before any sound opinion could be formed as to the nature of the works which it may 
be found desirable to undertake. I do not at all regret the delay which has taken ’ 
place in dealing with this subject. In view of its importance, of the large expenditure 
of money which was contemplated, and of the serious consequences which might ensue 
were it discovered too late that any mistake had been made, I have persistently urged 
the necessity of dealing with this question with the utmost prudence and circum¬ 
spection. 

The information thus obtained has been embodied in a Report, which has been 
published and has also been placed at the disposal of the Commission, comprised of 
Sir Benjamin Baker, M. Bould, and M. Torricelli, who are now in Egypt with a view 
to advising as to the best course to be pursued. 

When the Commission has made its Report, it will be for the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment to decide on what further steps should be taken. Considerations of the highest 
importance from the engineering, financial, and possibly the arch geological point of 
view are involved, all of which will have to be duly weighed. Eor the present, it 
would be premature to express any opinion as to the nature of the final decision. 

On one point, however, I should wish to offer a few very brief observations. 

The proposal to submerge the Temple of Philae, or to remove it from its present 
site, has naturally attracted much attention in England and elsewhere. This proposal 
is warmly supported by Mr. Willcoeks and commends itself to Mr. Garstin, who. 
However, very clearly recognizes the objections which, horn an archaeological point of 
view, may be urged against its adoption. 
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It is very possible that the Report prepared by the Public Works Department, 
being necessarily voluminous, has not attained any very wide degree of publicity. In 
order, therefore, so far as is possible, to avoid any misunderstanding as to the precise 
nature of the opinions given by Mr. Garstin on this subject, I append to this despatch 
the passages of his Report in which the Philae question is discussed. It was obviously 
incumbent on Mr. Garstin and Mr. Willcoeks to examine the question of the Nile 
reservoir mainly from an engineering point of view, and I may add that, whatever 
be the final issue, the cordial thanks both of the Egyptian Government and of all 
who are interested in the welfare of Egypt are due to those gentlemen for the skill 
and patient industry which they have brought to bear on this difficult and important 
subject. They would have failed in their duty if, after having arrived at the con¬ 
clusion that, from an engineering point of view, the Assouan site was the best for 
the construction of a dam, they had then shrunk from putting forward this proposal 
on the ground that it is open to archaeological and artistic objections. The responsi¬ 
bility for deciding what weight is to bo attached to objections of this nature rests not 
with the professional and departmental advisers of the Egyptian Government, but, in 
the first instance, at all events, with the Egyptian Government itself. When the 
matter is, from an engineering point of view, ripe for decision, and when the question 
of whether it will be financially possible to execute any one of the different schemes 
which have at various times been put forward has been thoroughly examined—neither 
of which conditions have yet been fulfilled—it will, in the event of the Assouan 
project as it now stands being, from other points of view, considered preferable to any 
other, be necessary to consider what weight should be attached to the archaeological 
argument based on the evident undesirability of submerging or removing the Temple 
of Philae. 

I still hope that some plan may be found for conciliating engineering necessities 
with the archaeological interests which are at stake. Should, unfortunately, the 
contrary prove to be the case, I shall not fail, when the proper time arrives, to lay 
before your Lordship such observations as the circumstances may appear to demand. 
Eor the time being, it seems to me unnecessary to enter into an academic discussion on 
an issue which has not as yet been distinctly raised. 

Turning to the question of the abolition of the corvee, 1 have to remark that until 
a fow years ago forced labour was used in Egypt for two distinct purposes, viz., first, 
clearing the canals of mud during the period of low Nile, and, secondly, guarding the 
banks from inundation during the period of high Nile. The first of these two 
descriptions of course was by far the greatest hardship of the two. It has now been 
totally abolished. The second description of corvde is, of course, also an evil, but, 
relatively speaking, one of minor importance, more especially in view of the fact that 
the work has to be done at a time when, the country being more or less flooded, the 
mass of the agricultural population cannot work on their fields. 

It will be observed from Mr. Garstin’s Report that, in 1893, the experiment of 
providing paid labour for guarding the banks during high Nile was tried on a 
small scale; 270 kilom, of bank were thus guarded at an average cost of 121. 5s. 
per kilom. 

Owing to the lowness of the flood of 1893, Mr. Garstin considers that the results 
of the experiment are inconclusive, and he suggests that it should be carried on for 
another two years. 

The question of continuing the experiment is now under the consideration of the 
Egyptian Government. 

Whatever be the outcome of their deliberations on this point, I may at once say 
that the results which have been already obtained precludo the possibility of 
entertaining any sanguine expectation that this description of corvde can be abolished 
in the immediate future. I arrive at this conclusion with regret. It is, however, 
forced upon me by tho financial facts of the situation. Although there appears to be 
some little difference of opinion amongst the very capable engineers who have gone 
into this question as to the best method of substituting free for forced labour, all are 
agreed on one point, namely, that the cost would be very heavy. Mr. Eoster says 
that it would be “enormous.” 

Even if the Egyptian Government was in a position to provide tho money 
necessary to tho execution of this reform—which, however, is not by any means the 
case—I should greatly question the advisability of their devoting it to the object 
proposed. 

In spite Gf the scale upon which fiscal relief has been afforded during the last few 
years, there are cases in which the burthen of taxation still presses somewhat hardly, 
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and in respect to which further relief would be gladly welcomed by the population. 
Again, as the material condition of the people improves, demands for fresh expenditure 
on drainage, sanitation, prisons, &c., are springing up on all sides. Much as I should 
like to see the corvee totally abolished, I doubt whether its abolition stands first in the 
order of importance. On the contrary, I am inclined to think that, were the money 
available, it could be devoted to other objects which would be both more beneficial to 
the country, and more likely to be appreciated by the population in general. 

It would, of course, be possible to impose local taxation in order to meet the cost 
of aboli shin g the corvee, but, on the other hand, I am inclined to think that the 
people in general would prefer the present system, under which they give unpaid 
labour to the State, rather than that they should be forced to make any money 
payments. Any proposal for fresh taxations would have to be submitted to the 
Legislative Assembly, and—although on this point I may, of course, be mistaken—I 
should t hink it probable that it would be rejected by that body. It would, technically 
speaking, be possible for the Khedive, acting under the advice of his Ministers, to 
override the objections of the Assembly, but, on a matter of this sort, upon which that 
body is well qualified to speak; both His Highness and his Ministers would naturally, 
and very wisely, be unwilling to adopt an extreme measure of this sort. 

Under these circumstances, I fear that the question of the total abolition of the 
corvee must, for the time being, stand over. 

Before leaving this branch of my subject, I would draw especial attention to 
Mr. Garstin’s remarks, which I note with great pleasure, to the effect that “the 
experiment of introducing Egyptian engineers into posts of responsibility has proved, 
on the whole, a success.” 


8. Railways . 


The railway receipts for the year 1893 amount to £ E. 1,619,000, as against 
£ E. 1,680,000 for the year 1892. This difference of £ E. 61,000 was caused by a 
diminution of £ E. 115,000 in the revenue from the goods traffic and the miscellaneous 
receipts, which was partially compensated by an increase of £ E. 53,000 in the 
receipts of the passenger traffic. 

In my last annual Report I alluded to the very large reduction that had been 
made in the passenger tariff. The new tariff was based on a sliding scale varying 
according to the distance travelled. As the distance increased, the rate for the tariff 
was proportionately decreased. On the whole the changes were equivalent, for the 
third class, to a reduction of about 30 per cent, for the short distances, progressing up 
to about 50 per cent, for the longest distances. 

The result of the first complete year’s working under the new tariff is that the 
number of passengers has increased so largely that, instead of the loss of revenue 
which was expected, there is a very considerable increase^of receipts. The number of 
passengers conveyed by the Egyptian railways during the last four years has been as 
follows:— 


1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 


£E. 

4,696,286 

5,612,562 

7,047,295 

9,301,081 


The first reduction in the tariff began to be made in 1891, and it is interesting to 
note how readily the Egyptian public have responded to the facilities which have 
been granted to them. 

In the course of the year 1892 a reduction of about 50 per cent, was made in the 
tariff for luggage. This caused in the first few months a slight loss of revenue, but 
the Return for 1893 shows that the amount encashed under this head considerably 
exceeds that previous to the reduction. 

The weight of goods transported in 1893 was 2,110,000 tons, as compared to 
2,257,000 tons in 1892. The lateness of the cotton crop, which will bring a large 
proportion of the receipts from the transport of this product into the accounts for the 
year 1894, explains by far the larger part of the diminution of receipts from the 
goods traffic. 

The working expenses of the railways in 1893 represented a proportion of 
43 per cent, of the total receipts. 

Sixty-two miles of line were renewed with steel rails during last year, bringing 
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up the total renewed to 633 miles, leaving 650 miles to be renewed exclusive of 
sidings. 

The Mansourah Railway Bridge was finished in the course of the year, and the 
narrow-gauge railway belonging to the Suez Canal Company was also completed. 

An arrangement has been made between the Government and the Commission 
of the Debt by which credits have been opened which will permit the construction of 
about 200 miles of new lines, including two bridges over the Nile. Under this scheme 
the railway will be extended to Keneh in Upper Egypt, and five small lines will be 
laid in the Delta and the Eayoum. 


9. Telegraphs. 

The receipts and expenditure of this Department in 1893 compared with 1892 
have been as follows :— 



1892. 

1893. 






£ E. 

£E. 

Receipts .. 

« • 

• • 



40,000 

39,000 

Expenditure .. 

•* 

* * 

• • 

•• 

45,000 

39,000 


This is the first time for several years that the receipts of this Department have 
covered the expenditure. This is owing to the fact, that the railways have been 
debited with the estimated cost of the services rendered to them by the telegraphs. 
In previous years, no credit was given for these services. 

The receipts of the telegraphs in 1893 were less than in 1892 owing to its not 
having been possible to encash in the course of 1893 certain sums due by some foreign 
Administrations to the Egyptian telegraphs. 

The number of telegrams forwarded has continued to increase in a very satis¬ 
factory manner. The figures for the last four years are as follows :— 


1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 


311,362 

544,075 

622,690 

687,225 


It will be remembered that in January 1891 the tariff was reduced by more than 
50 per cent. 

I am glad to be able to record the following remarks which have been addressed 
to me by Mr. Eloyer, the Director-General of the Telegraphs:— 

“ Technical education has reached a point where it no longer needs fostering. 

“ An engineer who cannot express the condition of his lines in scientific terms 
cannot get on. For instance, when he wishes to replace a wire, he forwards its 
resistance in ohms per mile as his reason. He no longer says it is old or rusty. 

“ I have received during the year three proposals for new telegraph instruments 
from Egyptians. It was not convenient to adopt them, but they would actually 
work as proposed, and proved a knowledge of the passage of a current through very 
complicated connections. If a clerk in charge does not quickly put his finger on the 
cause of a fault in his office or battery, he is likely to find a subordinate who is 
capable of doing it for him. 

“ A manual in Arabic of elementary electricity has been provided, from which all 
can draw any further knowledge that may be required of them.” 


10. Port of Alexandria. 

The receipts and expenditure of the port of Alexandria for the last two years have 
been as follows:— 

















1892. 

1893. 

Receipts .. .. .. 

Expenditure .. ,. .. 

•• 

• • 

£ E. 
130,000 
24,000 

£ E. 

132,000 

24,000 

Net revenue .. 

*• 

•• 

112,000 

108,000 


The diminution in the receipts of 1893 was caused by the falling-off in the exports 
owing to the lateness of the cotton crop. 

1,272 steam-ships with a tonnage of 1,901,356, and 961 sailing-vessels of 124,077 
tons, cleared from the port of Alexandria in 1893, against 1,356 steamers with a 
tonnage of 1,945,497, and 936 sailing-vessels of 126,715 tons, in 1892. 

46 per cent, of the total steam tonnage was British. 

I regret to say that the new direct pass into the port of Alexandria is not yet 
open for use. 

A Commission is now sitting, under the presidency of Admiral Blomfield, to 
inquire into the best method of proceeding in connection with this matter. 


11. Lighthouses. 


The financial results yielded hy the Lighthouse Administration in 1893 were as 
follows:— 


£ E. 

Revenue .. .. .. .. .. .. 107,000 

Expenditure .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 24,000 


Net revenue .. .. .. ,, .. .. 83,000 


The figures are approximately the same as those of 1892, in which year the net 
revenue amounted to £ E. 82,000. 

The Egyptian Government is about, at a cost of £ E. 6,000, to build a fixed iron 
lighthouse to replace the Zenobia floating light in the Suez Roads. 

Some minor improvements in the system of lighthouses are also in course of 
execution. 

The two lighthouses intended to mark the centre of the new direct pass into 
Alexandria are ready to be lighted, as also are three gas buoys which will be anchored 
to mark out tlio channel. 

I have on previous occasions explained that the diminution of the light dues 
depends upon the conclusion of Commercial Conventions between Egypt and all the 
Powers. I regret to say that during the past year no new Convention was signed. 


12. Khedivial Mail Packets. 


The financial results yielded by this Department during the past year were as 
follows:— 


£E. 


Revenue •• .. .. .. .. .. .. 134,000 

Expenses .. .. .. ., .. .. 105,000 


Net revenue .. .. .. .. .. .. 29,000 


In addition to this, various unpaid services, such as the transport of troops, the 
dispatch of ships on special missions, &c., were performed by the Department during 
the course of the year. The money value of these services is estimated at about 
£E. 82,000. 

The revenue of this Department depends in a great degree upon whether cholera, 
necessitating the imposition of quarantine, appears in the Bed Sea or the Mediter¬ 
ranean. Thus, for the first six months of 1893 tho receipts were very favourable. 
Cholera then appeared in the Hedjaz, which necessitated the suspension of the Red 
Sea service. An outbreak of cholera at Smyrna, and later at Constantinople, also led 
to considerable changes in the ordinary service. 
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13. Army. 

The following additions have recently been made to the Egyptian army:— 

Cavalry, one squadron. 

Camel corps, two companies of Soudanese, having 200 camels. 

Four companies of transport camels, consisting of a total of 450 camels, which have 
been established at Wady Haifa in order to render the force there sufficiently 
mobile to meet the Dervishes on the western desert roads leading to the 
Kharga Oasis. 

I have already mentioned that a special annual grant of 5,000Z. has been allowed 
for this service by the Egyptian Government. 

The Egyptian army now consists of:— 

Cavalry' .. .. .. .. .. 8 squadrons. 

Horse Artillery .. .. .. .. .. 1 battery. 

Field Artillery .. ., .. ,. .. 2 batteries. 

Garrison Artillery .. .. ., .. .. 4 companies. 

Camel Corps .. .. .. .. .. .. 6 „ 

Egyptian Infantry .. .. .. .. .. 8 battalions. 

Soudanese Infantry .. .. .. .. ,. 5 „ 

Transport Corps .. .. .. .. .. 5 companies. 

The total numerical strength of the army, including Staff, Commissariat, &c., is as 
follows:— 

Officers, non-commissioned officers, and men .. .. .. 15,863 

Field-guns .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 18 

Guns of position ,, .. .. .. .. .. 132 

Maxims .. .. ., ,, .. .. .. 4 

Horses, mules, and camelB .. .. .. .. .. 2,736 

The estimated cost of the army for the current year is £ E. 473,000. 

This sum does not, however, represent the actual amount spent on the Egyptian 
soldier, as it includes a sum of about £ E. 23,000 for expenses which, although 
incorporated in the Army Budget, are not actually army expenses, such as subsidies 
paid to friendly tribes, the cost of the administration of the Sinai Peninsula, the cost 
of steamers for postal service, and the maintenance of the Assouan and Wady Haifa 
railways, &c. 

If the cost of these services be deducted from the total expenditure, it will be 
found that the Egyptian soldier only costs the State 27 1. 8s. per annum. 

Towards the close of last year some uncertainty arose as to the relative positions 
of the Minister of War and the Sirdar. The matter was eventually settled by the 
issue of a Ministerial Order which defined the method for conducting the business of 
the War Office. This Order was mainly based on the organization of the English War 
Office, with certain modifications which were necessary in order to adapt the English 
system to local circumstances in Egypt. 

Subsequently, an important change took place in the personnel of the War Office. 
Sir Edward Zohrab was appointed to succeed Maher Pasha as Under-Secretary 
for War. 

I need hardly point out that, in view more especially of the peculiar composition 
of tho Egyptian army, the utmost care is necessary in dealing with all matters apper¬ 
taining to its discipline and organization. 

The administration of tho War Office is now working very smoothly. 


14. The Soudan, 

In so far as regards the general polioy of the Egyptian Government in connection 
with Soudan affairs, I have nothing to add to the remarks which I have made on 
previous occasions. Eor obvious reasons, the attitude of the Egyptian Government 
must, for the time being at all events, remain of a strictly defensive character. 

I confine my observations; therefore, to a brief record of the principal events ot 
the past year in the Eastern Soudan and on tho Nile frontier, together with a short 
description of the internal condition of the Soudan in so far as it can be ascertained. 
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During the early part of 1893, Osman Digna continued to harass the tribes in the 
vicinity of Suakin and Tokar. As a consequence of these proceedings, the Egyptian 
troops were kept constantly on the alert. In June last, however, Osman Digna left 
the neighbourhood of Suakin, and has latterly been residing near Berber. With his 
departure a season of tranquillity ensued, which the recent Dervish defeat by the 
Italians at Agordat may have the effect of prolonging. 

An insufficient rainfall and the total failure of the Baraka flood has caused some 
distress in the Tokar district, where the amount of land under cultivation is consi¬ 
derably less than it was last year. 

A limited trade in gum, ostrich feathers, and ivory is carried on between Suakin 
and Berber, and Berber and Assouan. 

On the Nile frontier the Dervishes have been more active. In July last they 
made a sudden descent on Beris, the southernmost village of the Kharga Oasis, which 
they looted, carrying off eleven of the inhabitants as prisoners to Omdurman. 
Although this raid was not in itself of great importance, it has shown the necessity of 
taking steps to protect this flank of Egypt from such inroads. Beris and Kharga are 
now occupied by a small body of Egyptian troops, and further defensive works are in 
course of construction on the Arbain road, but the large amount of water, which 
recent investigation has shown to exist in this western desert, renders a complete 
system of defence a matter of considerable difficulty. The establishment of telegraphic 
communication with the oases is now under the consideration of the Government. 

In November the Dervishes made a determined attack on the desert outpost of 
Murat, midway between Korosko and Abu Hamed; the garrison of irregular Arab 
levies, under the leadership of Sheikh Saleh Bey Khalifa, made a gallant defence and 
drove off the enemy, but with the loss of Saleh Bey and eleven of his men. 

As far as it can be ascertained, there has been no material change during the last 
year in the internal situation of the Soudan. 

There have been one or two local efforts against the authority of the Khalifa 
Abdulla, but he has with ease suppressed them, and, by ridding himself of all who 
might thwart him, his power has become more consolidated. 

Further emigrations of Western tribes to Omdurman have recently taken place; 
and the disintegration which marked the early years of the Khalifa’s rule appears to 
have been checked by the centralization of Baggara power in Omdurman and in the 
principal towns of the various provinces of the Soudan. 

A local revolt in Southern Kordofan has been suppressed, and the Khalifa’s 
authority is said to be paramount as far west as El Fasher, while to the south -Ids 
power extends to Reggaf, in Equatoria. 

To the south-east the Dervish forces have suffered a defeat at the hands of the 
Italian levies at Agordat, where several important Emirs and a large number of men 
were killed. This Italian victory is said to have caused much stir in Omdurman, 
whence considerable reinforcements have proceeded to Kassala. 

The recent arrival in Dongola of a Dervish force from Omdurman is thought to 
indicate a probable renewal of activity on the Nile and Desert frontiers. 

15. Justice . 

The exhaustive Report recently written by Sir John Scott on the present condition 
of the native Tribunals leaves me little to say under this head. 

When the scathing terms in which Lord Dufferin, only eleven years ago, con¬ 
demned the judicial system of Egypt are borne in mind,* no doubt can bo entertained 
that the progress made in the direction of establishing an improved system has been 
not only very real, but very rapid. It reflects credit alike on the Department of 
Justice and on the Judicial Service as a body. At the same time, as Sir John Scott 
very truly remarks, “ it is only progress, not maturity. A stable system of justice is 
a plant of slow growth, and the closest supervision is necessary for a long time to 
come.” I wish to express my entire concurrence with these observations. Both the 
members of the “ Parquet” and the Judges are in many cases young and wanting in 
experience. Moreover, although I have every reason to believe that the adminis¬ 
tration of justice by the new Tribunals is pure, and that the corruption of former 

* In his General Keport, dated (1th February, 1883, Lord Dufferin wrote : “ At this moment there is no 
real justice in this country. What passes under that name is a mockery, both as regards the Tribunals them¬ 
selves, and the corpus juris they pretend to administer." There can be no question of the accuracy of this 
description. 
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days is a thing of the past, at the same time I am not quite so confident of the total 
absence of bias—possibly of unconscious bias—in cases where class interests are 
involved, or in those which are of a nature calculated to excite passions or prejudices 
based on differences of race or creed. For these, and other reasons, I attach the 
utmost importance to the maintenance of the Committee of Control, which was 
created, at Sir John Scott’s suggestion, some few years ago. 

Before leaving this subject, I should wish to allude to one cause which has 
contributed in no small degree to render rapid progress possible in the improvement 
of the judicial system. 

Every one who has paid any serious attention to the question of internal reform 
in Egypt knows that the difficulty of the reformer consists, not so much in deciding 
on what is the nature of the measures which are required to be taken, as in finding 
suitable native agents for carrying these measures into execution. Although, when 
the native Tribunals were first instituted, the difficulties in the way of recruiting a 
competent judicial staff were considerable, at the same time, the material out of 
which such a staff could be formed was not altogether wanting. A certain number of 
young Egyptians had already undergone a good legal training in France; and a 
School of Law existed which was capable of improvement, and which, now that it 
has been improved, is, as Sir John Scott has pointed out, doing excellent work. 

Under these circumstances, it has been possible, in a few years, to create a judicial 
body which, although it is without doubt open to criticism on some points, is certainly 
for the most part composed of members whose standard of education compares 
favourably with that of the great body of their countrymen. 

It has been far otherwise with the Executive branch of the Egyptian service. In 
this latter case, the material out of which a capable and upright body of public servants 
could be formed was, in the first, instance, wanting to a greater extent than in the • 
Judicial service; neither, until about two years ago, was anything effective done to 
introduce an improved system for regulating first nominations and promotions in the 
Executive service. I had hoped that the improved system, upon which I dwelt 
at some length in my Report of last year, would, in course of time, produce satisfactory 
results. I now very much regret to state that changes have been introduced which 
will, I fear, greatly impair the efficiency of the system. The matter is one which lies 
entirely within the competence of the Egyptian Government. I can only state my 
opinion that the training of a capable Executive staff is quite as important as that 
of providing suitable Judges for the Tribunals. Moreover, in some respects the work 
of education, in the broadest sense of the term, is more difficult in the former than in 
the lattor case, for although an Executive officer in the provinces does not require the. 
amount of technical knowledge of one particular subject which is essential to the 
performance of judicial functions, lie is to a less extent bound by a strict code; he 
more often has to rely on his own individual judgment and resource, and it is notably 
in respect to these points that the reluctance to assume personal responsibility, which 
is so prevalent amongst Egyptian officials, comes into special prominence. 

I may add that, on several recent occasions, transfers have been made from the 
Judicial to the Executive branches of the service. This system is a bad one, as it is 
calculated to injure the efficiency of the Tribunals, and, moreover, discourages the 
junior branches of the Executive sendee. 

16. Police. 

The total strength of the police in the year 1893 was 6,800 officers and men, 
including civil employes, at a cost of £ E. 215,000, or £ E. 31*6 per man. 

These figures compare favourably with those of 1881 prior to the occupation, when 
the cost per man was £ E. 33 per annum. 

During the past year forty officers have been removed for inefficiency, and their 
places supplied by younger men of better education. A further elimination is still 
necessary, but the difficulty arises of how to fill the vacancies with competent officers, 
the number of efficient officers from the army for transfer to the police having hitherto 
been very limited. An experiment was made during the past year of bringing in a 
small number of civilians, some of whom have turned out well, but I am informed 
that, on the whole, the experiment has not proved a success. 

A very searching examination has been prescribed for promotion of all Egyptian 
police officers; up to the present, out of 218 Executive officers, 113 have passed in 
law. The officers are now studying their profession seriously, and the number that 
apply for examination is steadily increasing. 
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Classes for men have been established in the cities and provinces to instruct them 
in judicial work. 

A Code of Instruction, embracing all the duties, military and judicial, of officers 
and men, has been prepared, and will tend to further increase the efficiency of the 
force. 

The system introduced of placing the police under the orders of Governors and 
Mudirs is working well. The antagonism of the latter against the force has disappeared, 
and the Mudirs now report that the present organization is satisfactory. 

The village watchmen in the provinces, upon whom the public security so much 
depends, are increasing daily in efficiency, as is proved by then- resisting and capturing 
robbers. Their efficiency, however, depends entirely on the Headmen of the villages, 
and although many have been dismissed, the difficulty still remains of replacing them 
by more honest men. 

The difficulties with regard to the protection of “ ezbehs ” (isolated farm-houses) 
are being gradually surmounted by taking severe measures with those proprietors who 
harbour thieves. Honest proprietors are slowly realizing that the protection afforded 
by watchmen provided by the police is better than paying blackmail to robbers and 
not denouncing them. A considerable time must, however, elapse before a system 
which has been in force for decades can be eradicated. 

The relations between the “ Parquet ” and the police have undoubtedly improved, 
more especially during the last six months of the year. 

Passing to the state of crime in the country, the police records show that, during 
the past year, 1,303 crimes were committed, as compared with 1,467 in 1892, and 
1,690 in 1891. 

These embrace:— 



1893. 

1892. 

1891. 

Murders 


353 

324 

387 

Gang-robberies 

• • • 

35 

48 

120 

Thefts with violence 

. 

428 

461 

503 


Murders are mostly due to private vengeance. Out of 128 convictions, only 3 
suffered the full penalty of the law. 

Amongst minor offences, that of cattle-stealing has been reduced. In 1891, there 
were 906 cases; in 1892, 773 cases; and in 1893, 720 cases. 

The percentage of stolen property recovered has increased from 14 to 24. 

The result of police action shows a marked improvement throughout, more 
especially in murders, gang-robberies, thefts with violence and cattle thefts, in which 
cases the number of convictions obtained are as follows :— 



1893. 

1892. 

1891. 


Per cent. 

Per cent 

Per cent. 

Murders .. .. .. ., 

36 

30 

29 

Gang-robberies 

51 

43 

32 

Thefts -with violence .. ., 

40 

29 

28 

Cattle thefts .. ,. .. .. 

55 

58 

43 

Crimes generally .. 

36 

32 

30 


The difficulty still exists of obtaining reliable evidence; there is an inherent 
dislike in natives to give any information to, or evidence before, the police and 
Courts. 

Brigandage has practically ceased throughout the country, the bands have been 
broken up, and their leaders shot or captured, the last and most renowned, Ahmed 
Selim, being taken in December last. 

The gang-robberies recorded are no longer the work of professional brigands, but 
are committed by villagers and Bedouins. Many of the cases reported are also due to 
private feuds between villages rather than intent to rob. 


Colonel Settle, the Inspector-General of Police, writes to me :— 

“ It is admitted by all the judicial authorities that considerable progress has been 
made during the year in the efficiency of the police force, and that the general results 
obtained show a marked improvement on previous years. There is, I consider, no 
fault in the organization; what is wanted is better material in officers and men, which, 
however, is unobtainable; the only solution, therefore, is to improve that existing, and 
this will be the work of years.” 

17. Prisons. 

I have on many previous occasions alluded to the very satisfactory progress which, 
during the last few years, has been made in the organization of the Egyptian Prisons 
Department. Eour excellent convict prisons have been built, mainly by the prisoners 
themselves. The convict establishment at Tourali continues to provide a large amount 
of stone used as road metal, whilst, in the workshops at Tourah, the doors, windows, 
and railings necessary to the construction of new buildings are manufactured. The 
Ghizeh Prison, also, in which the system of remunerative industrial labour has been 
very successfully introduced, supplies boots, rugs, saddlery, and other articles for the 
army. During the past year several useful additions, such as hospitals, disinfecting 
establishments, and barracks have been added to the existing prisons. 

At the same time, much remains to be done before the prison system of Egypt can 
be pronounced to be in a satisfactory condition. The main defect is, that the prison 
accommodation is wholly inadequate to tlie requirements of the country. Hence 
arises over-crowding, with all its attendant evils. 

Crookshanlc Pasha writes to me on this subject in the following terms:— 

“ Any further progress is doubtful, unless the Government seriously takes into 
consideration the absolute necessity of building without delay four special convict 
prisons at Zagazig, Tantah, Keneh, and Alexandria, in which discipline can be main¬ 
tained, separate confinement carried out, and intramural industrial labour of a 
remunerative character enforced. 

“ With the exception of the hard labour convict establishments at Tourah and 
Suakin, and the new convict prisons at Ghizeh, Ghebin-el-Kom, Assiout, and Assouan, 
the Moudirieh prisons are nothing more than general lock-ups for the reception of 
every description of prisoner, from the innocent man arrested on suspicion to the most 
hardened criminal lying under sentence of death, and in which, owing to their 
unsuitable construction and permanent over-crowding, it is not possible to apply even 
the most rudimentary principles of imprisonment. 

“ The cost of building these four prisons, with separate cells, suitable workshops, 
annexes, and exercise-yards, will be fully £ E. 50,000. 

“In spite of all the efforts made by the Prison Administration during the year to 
increase the accommodation for the reception of prisoners the prisons remain as 
dangerously over-crowded as ever, and whether it is that justice is becoming more 
extended over the country, that the police are more zealous and more efficient at their 
work, or that the criminal classes are steadily increasing, the fact remains the same, 
that the number of prisoners we have to deal with increases every year, and our 
present daily average of individuals in prison, including hard-labour convicts, is 

over 7,000.” , 

The difficulty of applying a remedy to the state of things thus described by 
Crookshank Pasha is purely financial. Eor the time being, the Egyptian Treasury 
cannot meet the requirements of the Prisons Department, but I can conceive no better 
object to which the surplus money of the general reserve fund could be devoted 
than the construction of suitable prisons in Egypt. 


18. Sanitary Department. 

In my Heport of last year I mentioned that an improved system had been 
introduced, whereby the Sanitary Department is allotted a certain sum in the Public 
Works Budget to be devoted solely to the requirements of the Department, lhis 
system has produced satisfactory results. 

With the credit granted last year, which amounted to £ E. 14,000, the following 
works have been carried out:— 

A public disinfecting station with two new machines has been provided. Two 
pavilions for twenty-two beds and the administrative block of the new Infectious 
* [773] 2 N 
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Disease Hospital, have been completed. The entire hospital, as far as it is proposed to 
build at present, will be finished early this year. 

A new pavilion for twelve beds for infectious diseases has been built at 
Alexandria. 

The Lunatic Asylum has been provided with a new kitchen, new baths, lavatories, 
and a new laundry, all urgently required. Cart-sheds and stables have been built at 
the Central Administration, and various repairs and alterations made in the provincial 
hospitals. As some of these are almost past repair, a sum of £ E. 12,000 has been 
advanced for the construction of hospitals, to be repaid by annual instalments of 
£ E. 2,000. 

It is hoped to build new hospitals at Eayoum, Damanhoor, and Beni-Suef this 
year. 

£ E. 2,600 were devoted to carrying out the provisions of the very important and 
useful law which was passed in November 1892, having for its object the improvement 
of the sanitary condition of the mosques. A similar amount was contributed by the 
Wakfs Administration. Thirty-one mosques in the towns of Tantah, Damanhoor, 
Mansourah, Zagazig, and Port Said have been put in a satisfactory sanitary condition, 
and this useful work will be continued until all the towns to which the Decree applies 
have been dealt with. 

A sum of £ E. 2,200 has been added to the actual Budget of the Department, 
which has enabled all inspectors of provinces to be on the same footing, the provision 
for hospital diets to be increased, and the staff for the new Infectious Disease Hospital 
provided. 

Provision has also been made for creating a Veterinary School in connection with 
the School of Medicine. It is to be hoped that students will come forward, for the 
supply of Egyptian veterinary surgeons is almost exhausted. 

A Vaccine Institute will also be opened this year. 

In so far as the general sanitation of the country is concerned, Rogers Pasha 
writes to me as follows:— 

“As regards the general sanitation of the country, I can report little or no 
progress. 

“ The drainage of Cairo has not yet been commenced. The Einal Report just 
published estimates the total cost at £ E. 1,100,000, instead of £ E. 500,000. The 
drainage soheme of Alexandria is still in the stage of preparation. Tantah has not yet 
got its water supply. A sum of £ E. 23,000 was voted for this purpose in 1891, but it 
appears the amount is not sufficient for a complete supply. 

“ Undrained towns and impure water-supply remain the sanitary characteristics 
of the country, and will, I fear, remain so for some time to come. The solution must 
be found, either in the Government providing the sums necessary for works, the 
importance of which I hope to see one day fully recognized, or in local taxation being 
imposed for local requirements. 

“The creation of Local Commissions in nine provincial towns, with a total 
sum of £ E. 17,160, to be expended on local improvements, is a step in the right 
direction. 

“ It will at all events enable many improvements to be made and the towns to be 
kept in a state of superficial cleanliness, though the sums are inadequate for any 
serious sanitary works. 

“Turning to sanitary legislation, the year has hardly been one of progress; 
however, after ten months’ consideration j.nd many vicissitudes, a Cemetery Decree has 
at last become law. 

“It gives the Sanitary Department power to remove cemeteries pronounced a 
danger to public health. This power must ho exercised gradually and with tact, or 
considerable feeling might he aroused. 

“ A Commission has been appointed to consider the best method of dealing with 
the birkets,* and I trust some legislation may result from its deliberations; but the 
question is an extremely difficult one. 

“ The Sanitary Law in connection with the drainage of Cairo has been framed 
and submitted to the Powers, some of whom have not yet replied. On the acceptance 
of this Law will depend the carrying out of the scheme.” 


19. Education. 

There is much to prove that the great improvement effected in recent years in. 
the Public Instruction Department is still, on the whole, maintained. 

In the primary schools (of the higher grade) the methods as well as the results 
of the instruction during the past year showed an unmistakable advance upon the 
work of any previous year. This progress is due to steady perseverance in the educa¬ 
tional policy adopted but a few years ago. On the one hand, the number of pupils 
admitted to each school was not allowed to be in excess of the accommodation; pupils 
were not admitted unless at the beginning of the school year; and pupils who had 
not attained the required standard were not advanced from a lower to a higher class. 
On the other hand, teachers were carefully selected. Instead of giving scholastic 
appointments to men who had failed in other pursuits, the Education Department 
required that all candidates for the post of teacher should have successfully terminated 
a course of normal training. This restriction of educational appointments to profes¬ 
sionally trained teachers—among them students who, after obtaining the teacher’s 
diploma in the Cairo Normal Schools, completed their professional course of study by 
attending normal schools in England or in Erance—secured the introduction of 
intelligent and effective pedagogic methods. Furthermore, the fair and uniform test 
provided by the examination for the primary education certificate gave new direction 
and stimulus to the teaching of all subjects in primary schools. 

The statistics of the second annual examination for the primary education 
certificate, conducted last July at three local centres—Cairo, Alexandria, and 
Assiout—by Boards of Examiners appointed by the Education Department, are 
specially noticeable. The number of candidates, which was 568 in 1892, was last year 
936. Of the 936 who presented themselves in 1893, 337 professed English, while 599 
professed French ; and among them were so many as 246 candidates not belonging to 
Government schools. The number of successful candidates, which was 212 in 1892, 
was last year 342, of whom 127 professed English, and 215 professed French. The 
standard of attainment required for a pass was slightly higher last year than in 1892, 
and in all the subjects of examination the papers of the successful candidates of last 
year were more satisfactory than those of the previous year. Candidates who obtain 
the primary education certificate are eligible for admission to secondary schools, to 
the Technical School, and to the College of Agriculture, and are likewise eligible for 
appointments in the lower division of the Civil Service. 

It is not yet three years since a uniform standard of attainment was for the first 
time required of applicants for admission to the secondary schools. Previously, many 
lads who had not mastered any of the subjects of elementary education forced their 
way into these schools, by dint of pressure brought to bear upon the head-masters. 
Since 1892, the Public Instruction Department has made the possession of the primary 
education certificate an indispensable condition of admission to secondary schools, 
and this requirement has placed secondary education in Egypt on a sound basis. The 
pupils admitted to the lowest form in the secondary schools in October last compare 
most favourably in all respects with their predecessors of three years ago. During 
the past year the two secondary schools under the Education Department attained a 
high degree of efficiency both in point of discipline and instruction; and the striking 
improvement in the quality of the work in the younger classes of these schools points 
to the probability of still greater progress in secondary education being realized in the 
course of the next few years, provided that no radical changes are made in the 
programme of studies. 

The recent advance in secondary education was clearly marked at the certificate 
examination for secondary schools held last June, when the number of candidates 
who obtained the secondary education certificate was forty-two, as compared with 
thirty-six in 1892, and with twenty-eight in 1891. Of the forty-two successful candi¬ 
dates, nine came from private schools, while the remainder belonged to the two 
secondary schools of the Egyptian Government. The secondary education certificate 
qualifies for admission to tho professional schools and colleges, and also for appoint¬ 
ments in the higher division of the Civil Service. 

The popularity of the legal profession attracts to the School of Law the majority 
of the successful candidates at the examination for the secondary education certificate. 
In none of the professional colleges under the Ministry of Public Instruction was 
progress so satisfactory during tho past year as in the School of Law.* 

• See the remarks made by Sir John Scott in bis Report on this subjeot. 


These are the stagnant ponds which are to be found in close proximity to most Egyptian villages. 
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It is matter for regret that the Polytechnic School and the School of Medicine 
still contrast unfavourably with the School of Law, alike as regards their present 
condition and prospects. It is improbable that any substantial improvement can be 
effected in either of these two schools until the work of each is, as in the case of the 
School of Law, directed by a capable European head, supported by a staff of European 
professors. 

The two normal schools for the training of native teachers of English and of 
Erencli, and of the subjects taught in English and in Erench respectively in the 
Government schools, have continued to make steady, if somewhat slow, progress. 
The staff of these schools and of the School of Law was strengthened during the past 
year by the appointment of four highly qualified European teachers, two from England 
and two from Erance. 

The increasing efficiency of the Boulak Technical School was attested during the 
past year by evidence of a new and gratifying kind. Previously, pupils on completing 
their course of technical study could not find remunerative employment except in the 
workshops of the Government Railway Administration. Last year, however, a con¬ 
siderable proportion of the best pupils experienced no difficulty in securing well-paid 
posts in private factories. 

Besides the improvement in the methods and results of instruction during the 
past year, progress in other directions may be recorded. School attendance and 
receipts on account of school fees have continued to increase. The number of pupils 
in attendance at schools under the Ministry of Public Instruction, which was 1,919 in 
1887 and 7,800 in 1892, rose in 1893 to 9,095. Of this number, 7,610 were in 
attendance at primary schools, 713 at secondary schools, and 772 at the special and 
professional schools. The percentage of paying pupils, which had risen steadily from 
30 in 1881 to 73 in 1892, increased in 1893 to 76. The revenue from school fees, 
which in 1881 had amounted to £ E. 2,323, and had advanced uninterruptedly to 
£ E. 21,247 in 1892, rose in 1893 to £ E. 23,011. In a country where school 
attendance is in no way compulsory, and where school traditions are all in favour of 
the system of gratuities, there could be no more incontrovertible proof of the growing 
popularity of education than the evidence afforded by these statistics. 

The sincerity of the interest and confidence shown by the general public in the 
work of the Education Department was attested during the past year not merely by 
Petitions for the opening of new schools, but also by voluntary contributions collected 
in various parts of the country, and offered to the Department with a view' to defray 
part of the cost of building school premises. 

In view of the excellent results obtained for several years past by the Public 
Instruction Department, it is obviously desirable that educational reform should be 
allowed to continue on the new lines. Signs are not wanting, however, which cause 
uneasiness to the most enlightened advocates of educational progress in Egypt. In 
1893, tho Head of the Public Instruction Department was again changed; this being 
the thirtieth change of the kind which has taken place in the spaco of thirty-one 
years. Such a change in Egypt is almost invariably marked by the unsettling of 
school work and a reversal of administrative policy ; some difficulty was experienced 
during the past year in counteracting the effects of a retrograde tendency. In con¬ 
formity with the old-fashioned belief, that the best test of educational progress is 
increase in numbers, schools are being over-crowded far in excess of their accommoda¬ 
tion and of the teaching power of the staff, while new schools, for which neither 
competent teachers nor suitable premises can possibly be found, are being opened at 
haphazard. If this system continues, a general lowering of the standard of instruction 
and discipline must inevitably ensue. 

To sum up the position in a few words, as much progress is being made as is 
possible in view of the limited funds at the disposal of the Department of Public 
Instruction. There can be no question that a real desire for education is springing up 
in Egypt. There can be equally little question that the Egyptian Government is 
earnestly desirous of meeting the growing wants of the population in this respect. On 
the other hand, as regards some points, the nature of which I have indicated above, it 
may be doubted whether their efforts are as well directed as they are certainly well 
intentioned. 

20. The Agricultural College. 

This college is now in its fourth year. In June next, twenty youths, of from 19 
to 23 years of age, will have had a full course of four years’ instruction. The greater 


number of these wish to obtain situations. During the last twelve months five appli¬ 
cations have been made to the college for men to fill appointments connected with 
agriculture, and although no students have as yet completed their full course of study, 
these appointments have been filled by students, who now receive salaries varying from 
51. to SI. per month. This indicates that there is a demand for men with a liberal 
education in scientific and practical agriculture. 

A botanical garden has been provided for the better instruction of the students in 
botany. 

The manufacture of butter by the most improved European methods, as introduced 
by the college, is increasing satisfactorily. Small butter factories have been 
established by private enterprise at Damietta, Aboukir, and Luxor. 

Modern bee-keeping, a new industry in Egypt, has proved successful. Honey 
made by the Egyptian bee is in no way inferior to that made in Europe. 

The tillage of the land for cotton by European implements has been practically 
shown to be successful. These implements are now bought by several of the large 
proprietors. Great difficulty is, however, experienced by these proprietors on account 
of a want of technical knowledge on the part of the farm labourer. Progress will 
consequently be slow until the students of the college obtain situations in the 
provinces. 

Early Egyptian potatoes were sold in Liverpool last Easter at 25/. per ton. 
Owing to the want of knowledge of potato cultivation, several farmers have had losses 
in their attempt to raise potatoes for the English market. This has temporarily 
checked the spread of this profitable industry. 

Native cows have been crossed by several of the best English breeds, and it is 
hoped that two new cross-breeds may ultimately be established; one a superior milking 
breed, and the other an improved beef-producing breed, with its working powers 
unimpaired. 

A new and improved variety of cotton has been brought to the notice of the 
public. This cotton has, I am informed, a good white colour, the staple is very fine, 
with good length and strength. It is estimated to be worth Is. per pound in Liver¬ 
pool. The yield from an experimental plot was over ten cantars per acre, while no 
other variety gave a higher yield then seven cantars. 

21. Slavery. 

284 slaves were treed in 1893 as compared to 422 in 1892. In both years by far 
the greater number were Soudanese women. 

The numbers of slaves who apply for manumission are steadily decreasing, a fact 
which shows that tho possession of slaves is every day becoming less frequent. 

There can be little doubt that in course of time slaveiy in Egypt will entirely 
disappear, provided continual vigilance be exercised over buyers as well as over 
dealers. 

Notwithstanding what has been done to check the trade, it is certain that 
advantage is at once taken of the least relaxation in the measures heretofore adopted 
to prevent the introduction and the sale of slaves in Egypt, to smuggle in slaves from 
Tripoli or Bengazi, and dispose of them generally in out-of-the-way places where 
detection is difficult. 

Eor the last three years, as no caravans with slaves had come into Middle Egypt, 
the stations had been withdrawn from Assiout, and all the available men had been 
concentrated on tho edge of the desert, between Mariout and the south of Eayoum. 

Advantage was at once taken of this change. Several caravans bringing slaves 
with them came to Minieh. In order to stop any further arrivals of slaves, Colonel 
Schaafer withdrew two stations from Lower Egypt and brought them to Minieh. 
Since then, no caravans have brought slaves into that province, but at the end of 1893, 
about eight months after the withdrawal of the now stations from Lower Egypt, it 
appeared that advantage had again been taken of tho change, and that three caravans 
had passed slaves into Lower Egypt at the places from which guards had. been 
removed. These facts point clearly to the conclusion that any diminution in the 
vigilance, which has been hitherto exercised, would at once have the effect of reviving 
tho Slave Trade. Indeed, the Department is short of men for guarding all the roads 
coming from the west. 

As regards the Red Sea, the position of affairs remains the same as last year. 
North of Sualcin, where the country is well patrolled by the Camel Corps which was 
recently created, hardly any slaves have been able to pass for shipment to Arabia. 
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On the other hand, south of Suakin, the country is uncontrolled, and the slave 
caravans which used formerly to pass north of Suakin now go by the south. 

The force at the disposal of Colonel Schaefer is at present insufficient to close this 
exit for slaves. 

22. Conclusion. 

Inasmuch as this Report deals exclusively with administrative questions, it is 
unnecessary that I should dwell on the political events of the past year. I will, there¬ 
fore, only say that, for the time being, what Egypt most of all requires is political 
tranquillity in order to facilitate the consolidation of the reforms which have, during 
the last few years, been so successfully commenced. The consolidation of those 
reforms can only be secured by the hearty co-operation of the European and native 
elements in the Egyptian Administration. Although the facts, which I have adduced 
in this Report in respect to the progress made in the various Departments of the State, 
are sufficient to show that as yet no serious harm has been done, at the same time, I 
cannot conceal from myself that the events of the last year, in so far as they have 
tended to create discord amongst the native and European elements of the Egyptian 
Administration, have in some degree jeopardized the steady continuance of those 
reforms which are essential to the well-being of all classes of the Egyptian population. 
I can only express a hope that, by mutual conciliation and forbearance, all serious 
dissension will be obviated, and that for the future all will work together towards the 
furtherance of the important interests confided to their care. The Government of 
Egypt is carried on by an administrative machinery of such peculiar delicacy and 
intricacy as to require most careful handling. It cannot with any degree of prudence 
he exposed to frequent shocks. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 92. 

Extract from Mr. Garstin’s Report on Perennial Irrigation and Flood Protection for Egypt. 

I NOW come to the discussion of that portion of the project about which much 
has been said and written; I mean the proposed dam at the head of the cataract itself, 
which would necessitate the drowning of Philae Temple for several months each year, 
or its removal on to another island. 

Erom a personal inspection of the cataract, I can well understand Mr. Willcocks’ 
enthusiastic advocacy of the site. Eor the purpose of constructing a dam it is almost 
perfect. The rock throughout is, as Mr. Willcocks says, a hard and compact syenite 
or quartz diorite, except at the extreme left of the main channel, when the quality is 
not so good, though it is even hero compact and capable of resisting the greatest 
pressure. A reference to Mr. Willcocks’ plan of the cataract shows how wide and 
shallow is the section of the river, and how easy it would be to put in the foundations 
of a dam. The river in summer might be turned down one or more of the different 
channels, leaving the remaining ones dry. The foundations would thus be put in in 
the dry, which, in works for holding up water, is a consideration of the greatest 
importance. The rock again is so hard and compact that hardly any blasting, beyond 
pure foundation work, would be necessary. The lowest point of the river bed found 
anywhere on Mr. Willcocks’ proposed line of dam is at R. L. 83 m., or 7 metres 
below the summer level of the river, and this depth is found only on a length of 
35 metres. The average depth of water in summer may be put down as 5 metres. 
Another great advantage of this sito is, that the whole of the under sluices would be 
built upon the dry reefs projecting above the level of the water in winter and summer. 
They would consequently be built in the dry, and as there would be seven months 
per annum in which to work, there would be sufficient time to complete the floors, 
piers, and abutments without any recourse to coffer-dams and pumping. 

The alignment chosen by Mr. Willcocks follows the shallowest section every¬ 
where, and never leaves the granite bed. It is a question whether it might not be 
more economical to select a shorter line, even though it necessitated working in deeper 
water; but the advantage of having one’s work always above water-level in the 
working-season is so considerable, and so much more likely to insure first-class work. 
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that I cannot recommend any change in the proposed alignment. The only point I 
do not approve of in the proposed arrangements is the line selected for the navigation 
channel. I think that the angle at which it enters the river below the dam is so sharp 
as to make navigation difficult. I, myself, prefer the extreme left-hand channel of the 
river, and should like to see the locks constructed there. Some extra blasting would, 
doubtless, be necessary, but navigation would be far easier. The stone blasted from 
the line of the navigation channel could be used for building purposes. 

I agree with Mr. Willcocks in considering the Assouan cataract (putting aside for 
the moment the question of the Philae Temple) as the site best suited for one of our 
reservoir dams, which is to be found north of Wady Haifa. I personally should have 
no anxiety about the absolute stability of a dam erected there. Nowhere else do we 
find such advantages of site; sound rock, numerous islands, a wide section, and 
shallow water in which to work. These advantages have their effects on the estimate 
in reducing the cost of coffer-dams, and the price of masonry constructed above water 
level. 

Unfortunately, with every advantage in its favour as to volume of water stored, 
soundness of foundation, and economy of construction, this site labours under the 
objection (which I fear may be found insuperable) of having Philae Temple on its 
upstream side. No clam could be constructed on the cataract without inundating a 
great portion of this temple for several months every year. I agree with Colonel 
Ross, that no project which had this effect should be admitted, unless it were 
impossible to find a reservoir site elsewhere. We cannot say that there are no other 
possible sites; there are Kalabsha, Philae, and Gebel Silsila, which are all available, 
and we cannot, therefore, claim that if a dam has to be built, it must necessarily be 
built at the head of the first cataract, and drown the Temple of Philae. 

Admitting this fact to the full, I still consider the Assouan site to be so superior 
to any other, that if any means could be found for obviating the difficulty which 
attaches to this temple, I think the subject well worth the consideration of the 
Egyptian Government, even although it involved additional cost to the project. On 
p. 36 of his Report, Mr. Willcocks suggests the possibility of removing the Temple of 
Philae from its present site, taking it up stone by stone, and rebuilding it on the adjacent 
Island of Bigeli, where it would be well above the highest water-level of the reservoir. 
I cannot say whether it would be possible to do this without injury to the temple. 
If so doing would cause any injury, or alteration of any kind to it, I should recom¬ 
mend the abandonment of the Assouan dam altogther. Any work which caused either 
partial damage to, or the flooding of, this beautiful temple, would be rightly considered 
by the whole civilized world as an act of barbarism. Moreover, it would be an act not 
absolutely necessitated by the circumstances, for, I repeat, that we have other possible 
though somewhat inferior sites upon which to construct dams. 

If the removal of Philae Temple is however only a question of expenditure, the 
subject at once commands attention. In this matter, I turn naturally to Mr. J. 
de Morgan, the able Director of the Department of Antiquities in Egypt. If it is 
possible to remove the temple and rebuild it upon the adjacent island exactly as it 
stands at present we may rely on his ability to do so, and I ask that his opinion as to 
the renewal and reconstruction of Philae Temple be obtained before the project for 
the Assouan dam be altogether rejected. 

Were the removal of the temple to be successfully carried out, I cannot myself 
see that it would be an act of vandalism, which, as I read it, is a term moaning the 
wanton destruction of interesting relics. In this case, there would be no question of 
wanton destruction. The Government of Egypt would duly weigh, on one side, the 
advantages to the country of the safest and most economical dam which could be 
constructed north of Wady Haifa, and, on the other, the sentiment which clusters 
round the site of the present temple, and objects to its removal, even if it could be 
done without injury. Einding the advantages to the country to outweigh the 
sentiment, it would proceed to carry out the work with a religious regard for every 
detail, and through the agency of the competent staff of the Department of 
Antiquities. 

Removals somewhat similar to that now proposed have been successfully carried 
out. Mr. Willcocks mentions in his Report having himself, when at Rome, been a 
witness to the dismantling and rebuilding of the most ancient existing bridge over the 
Tiber by Italian engineers. Civilized nations in recent times have removed from their 
original sites and sot up in other countries interesting and valuable monuments. The 
Elgin marbles taken from the Acropolis and deposited in the British Museum afford 
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an example, and so also do the Luxor Obelisk in the [Place de la Concorde, and 
Cleopatra’s Needle on the Thames Embankment. These records of the past have been 
removed from their historical surroundings, and set up amongst others with which 
they are not in keeping. We, on the contrary, prompted by a desire to benefit the 
country, suggest the removal of an ancient building from one site on the Nile to 
another which is but a few hundred yards distant. Wc propose re-erecting it exactly 
as it stands to-day, and on an island in the middle of the great lake which we hope to 
create, where it would form a beautiful and appropriate object in the landscape. 

The Bigeh Island is separated from Philae by some 50 metres of water. The two 
islands could be connected by a permanent earthen causeway without any incon¬ 
venience to the river during the entire progress of the removal of the temple. The 
proposed site would be about 12 metres above the highest water-level in the 
reservoir. 

****** 

I have discussed this question at considerable length, and have done so inten¬ 
tionally. I am quite aware that this proposal will be keenly criticized, and that it 
will probably be received with disfavour by a large number of persons. At the same 
time, 1 feel it my duty, when discussing a point of such vital interest to Egypt as the 
selection of the best site for a reservoir dam, to bring to the notice and consideration 
of the Government this possible means of securing what I consider to be the best site, 
and at the same time avoiding any injury to a beautiful relic of the past. It will 
rest, then, with the Government to decide upon the feasibility and advisability of the 
work. If the decision be unfavourable, the proposed Assouan site must be struck out 
of our list; and the dam, if built, must be constructed at Kalabsha, south of Philae, or 
at Gebel Silsila. If, on the contrary, the decision be in favour of my proposal, we 
must add £„ E. 200,000 to the estimates for the removal and reconstruction of the 
temple. 


No. 93. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 19.) 

(No. 43.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 9, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a Memorandum, which has been prepared by 
Mr. Garstin at my request, explanatory of the work done by the Public Works 
Department during the past year. 

In my annual Report I have submitted to your Lordship certain observations on 
the Irrigation branch of this Department. I need here, therefore, only draw attention 
to Mr. Garstin’s remarks on what is known as the “Tanzim,” that is to say, the 
branch of the Public Works Department which deals with buildings, the drainage of 
towns, &c. 

Two important subjects have engaged the attention of the “ Tanzim ” during the 
past year. 

The first of these is the drainage of Cairo, the estimates for which have been 
very carefully prepared by M. Barois. It will be observed that the estimated cost —— 
exceeds 1,000,000/. I trust it may be found possible to adjourn the execution of 
some portion of the proposed works, and, by confining attention for the time being to 
what is essential, to reduce the expenditure within manageable limits. 

The second subject is the treatment of the Ghizch Museum. I entirely agree 
with Mr. Garstin that it would be far preferable to build a new Museum, rather than 
expend 00,000/. on repairing the present building. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 93. 

Public Works Department. 
Memorandum by Mr. Garstin on the year 1893. 


Irrigation Branch. 

THE year 1893 may certainly be described as a satisfactory one from an irrigation 
point of view. 

The summer supply in the river was an exceptionally good one, better, in fact, 
than any that has been recorded since 1879. 

The flood was late in arriving, and at one time fears were entertained lest it 
should fail to reach the height necessary to insure the irrigation of the higher lands, 
A late rise at Assouan, however, coupled with Major Brown’s skilful manipulation of 
the Upper Egypt basins, removed all cause for anxiety, and, although below the 
average, the flood of 1893 may be characterized as a fairly good one. 

Irrigation in early Summer. 

In Upper Egypt there is little to record. Owing to the high level at which the 
water stood in the canals throughout the summer, no difficulties were experienced in 
its distribution. 

It was, however, thought advisable to enforce rotation for some six weeks in the 
Provinces of Minieh and Beni-Souef, and for three weeks in the Eayoum. 

In Lower Egypt the difference between 1892 and 1893 was very marked. 
Whereas in the former year we were obliged to caulk the Barrage gates in order to 
prevent any leakage through them, in the latter we were able to maintain the water 
level required up-stream of the work, and yet escape a fair amount down the Rosetta 
and Damietta branches of the river. 

We thus greatly improved their supply, and prevented the entrance of the salt 
water at their mouths to a greater extent than was possible in previous years. 

In 1892 the Barrage gates were all closed early in May, while in the year under 
discussion it was not found necessary to do this until late in June. 

Again, the Rodah gauge, which in 1892 fell as low as 8 cubits 16 kirats, and 
which remained below 9 cubits throughout the whole of June and a portion of July, 
never in 1893, fell below 9 cubits 11 kirats. 

As in Upper Egypt, rotations were enforced in June and July, although not to 
the same extent or with the same strictness as in the last two or three preceding years. 
Given proper precautions to insure their effectual working, rotations are not a hardship 
to the people. 

In fact, by limiting the amount of water available in the canals during certain 
fixed periods, much waste is prevented and over-watering of the crops rendered 
impossible. 

A good deal has been written about the hardships entailed upon the people by 
their supply of drinking water being reduced during the periods when the rotations 
are in force. 

It is true that the supply in the canals is reduced, but it must not be forgotten 
that were this system not introduced a large number of them would be without water 
at all, owing to the diminished discharge of the river; also, that, before the intro¬ 
duction of the present improved system of irrigation, many, indeed most, of the Delta 
canals were completely dry each year throughout the months of May, June, and the 
first half of July. 

The people are gradually getting used to these periods of rotation, and many of 
them thoroughly appreciate the good caused by them, while they all recognize their 
necessity. 

As the system is now becoming better organized, and as the dates of closure are 
more widely advertised and known, the complaints against it are becoming much 
fewer than they were when it was first introduced. 

Flood Irrigation. 

The highest level registered upon the Assouan gauge in 1893 was 15 cubits 
22 kirats. In consequence of such a low maximum level most of the islands in 
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the river, and the high lands at the upper end of basin systems unconnected with 
those to the south of them, remained above the reach of the flood water. 

Large portions of these were, however, planted with maize and irrigated by 
lifting machinery, so that the area of land left “ sharagi,” or dry, upon which taxes 
are remitted, was greatly reduced. 

The total area of land thus left “ sharagi ” in 1898, in consequence of the lowness 
of the flood, was 8,301 feddans. 

Of the above, 3,262 feddans were in the frontier or most southerly prQvince. In 
Middle Egypt the greater portion was on the east bank of the river and on the 
islands. 

Taking the Returns of the past fifteen years, the year 1880 is the one most 
nearly approaching 1893 as regards the maximum and duration of the flood. 

In 1880 the maximum gauge reached at Assouan was 16 cubits 1 kirat, and the 
average gauge during the fifty-day period of filling the basins was 15 cubits 3 kirats 
at Assouan. 

In 1893 the maximum gauge at the same place was 15 cubits 22 kirats, while 
the average gauge throughout the fifty-day period was 15 cubits 6 kirats. 

In the former year, however, the “ sharagi,” or unwatered area, was 49,248 
feddans, while in the latter it was, as shown above, only 8,301 feddans, or about one- 
sixth of the area left dry in 1880. 

Much of the improvement is doubtless due to the works carried out by Colonel 
Ross, but still more to the excellent arrangements made by Major Brown for dis¬ 
charging the basins and economizing the water stored in the different systems. 

In Lower Egypt, although, as has been stated, grave doubts were at one time 
entertained as to the possibility of irrigating the higher lands in the Delta, yet, thanks 
to Major Brown’s production of an artificial flood late in October, the water reached 
a height sufficient to irrigate all but a few acres of the very highest land. 

Crops in 1893. 

In spite of the excellent supply of water in the river during the months of early 
summer, the yield of the cotton crop of 1893 was below that of the previous year. 

Einal statistics of the above crop not having been yet received, it is impossible to 
give the exact figures. It seems to lie certain that the total out-turn will be short of 
5,000,000 kantars, while the crop of 1892 reached 5,200,000 kantars. 

A few years ago the crop of 1893 would have been considered an immense one, 
and it is only on comparing it with that of 1892, which was the largest on record, that 
the out-turn suffers by comparison. The causes of this diminution were quite beyond 
the power of the Irrigation Department to control. 

Although water was abundant, the climatic conditions were such that the crop 
suffered greatly. 

The abnormally low temperature that reigned throughout the country during the 
early summer months necessitated in many places a second, and sometimes even a 
third, sowing of the crop. 

The plants were in consequence very backward, and matured too late, and the 
first picking was some three weeks behind tho average date of its commencement. 

It is too early yet to give figures to show what the yield of the sugar-cane crop is 
likely to be. 

Crushing and manufacture is still in progress in the Da'ira Sanieh factories. The 
general opinion, however, seems to be that the quantity of sugar obtained from the 
crop of 1893 will be at least equal to the average of previous years, and may very 
possibly surpass it. 

The wheat crop in Upper Egypt was an exceedingly good one in the year just 

past. 

The rice crop, on the other hand, was poor, owing chiefly to the exceptionally 
cool weather that prevailed during the months of June and tho first half of July. 

The crop was consequently very backward, and returned a poor yield, although 
the area planted was probably the largest on record. 

As regards the maize crop, it is almost impossible to obtain statistics of the out¬ 
turn, as the greater portion of this grain is consumed in the country, being the staple 
food of the poorer classes. 

There is no doubt, however, that, as regards both quantity and quality, the maize 
crop in Upper and Lower Egypt was in 1893 one of the best known. 

The price obtained per ardeb was above the average. 
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Taking the year just past as a whole, it was a good one from an agricultural point 
of view; not perhaps one of the best recorded as regards results, but still a very satis¬ 
factory one, and well above the average. 

Masonry Works and Repairs in 1893. 

I will commence with the works carried out in connection with the Barrage 
repairs, as being the most important executed during the present year. 

The measures adopted by Mr. Roster in 1892 for the purpose of staunching the 
springs under the Damietta Barrage were continued in 1893. 

The measures were fully detailed in my last year’s note, so they need not be again 
described here. 

A certain portion of the clay puddle put down in 1892 had been washed away 
during the flood; this was replaced, and a layer of concrete in bags placed over the 
whole surface of the protected floor. 

• This system of protection has proved successful, the flood of 1893 having left the 
material entirely untouched. 

In spite of three inlets having been closed in this manner, the springs on the 
down-stream side of the Barrage continued to flow, although feebly. 

Shortly before the arrival of the flood another inlet, outside the limits of the area 
hitherto treated, was discovered. This portion of the work is being dealt with during 
the present year, i.e. f in 1894. 

By working steadily in the manner previously described, we hope in time to close 
these inlets entirely. 

Once this has been done, measures will be taken to fill up the cavity that is known 
to exist under a portion of the up-stream flooring. 

A diving-bell, fitted with an electric lamp, was purchased in 1893 at a cost of 
£ E. 1,650. 

This apparatus has proved invaluable in enabling us to discover the position of 
the spring inlets, and to thoroughly examine every part of the floor. 

The total amount expended upon the foregoing operations in 1893, exclusive of 
tho cost of the bell, was £ E. 5,230. The ordinary maintenance charges of the Barrage, 
including river training, amount to £ E. 11,548. 

Masonry Works in Upper Egypt. 

Seven new regulating heads were constructed in 1893 in the Provinces of Assiout, 
Beni-Souef, and the Eayoum. These cost £ E. 6,305. 

In addition to the above, nineteen smaller regulators were built, and seventeen 
old ones put into thorough repair, at a total cost of £ E. 5,748. 

Tho largest work at present in hand in Upper Egypt is the Etsa syphon in the 
Province of Minieh. 

This work has for its object the improvement of the supply of silt-bearing water 
to the basin lying to the west of tho Ibraliimieh Canal. 

At present these lands are cut off by the above channel from direct communica¬ 
tion with tho river ; they derive their water supply in flood from a chain of basins in 
which the water has already deposited the greater part of its fertilizing elements, and 
the yield of the land suffers in consequence. 

Once this syphon is completed, these lands will be supplied direct from the 
river. 

Several similar works have been constructed under the Ibrahimieh Canal in the 
last few years, and tho results obtained have surpassed our expectations. 

Major Brown writes that as soon as it was definitely decided to start work upon 
the Etsa syphon tho rents of tho lands to be benefited by it rose from P. E. 165 to 
P. E. 250 per fcddan. 

This work is estimated to cost £ E. 20,000, and it is hoped that it will be completed 
in 1894. 

Masonry Works in Lower Egypt. 

No special work of great importance was undertaken in Lower Egypt during 1893; 
a great deal was, however, done in the way of constructing small regulating heads, 
bridges, &c., with a view to a better and more economical distribution of the water. 

Thirty-seven works of this sort were completed in the Dolta provinces, at a total 
cost of 14,742^., and £ E. 7,379 was further spent in altering old oxisting works so as 
to render them capable of being used under the system of irrigation at present in 
force. 
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Earthwork executed in 1893. 


The total amount of earthwork carried out by hand labour (contract) was as 
follows:— 



Metres cube. 

Cost. 



£E. 

Upper Egypt 

13,847,182 

165,6,86 

Lower Egypt .. .. ., 

7,728,517 

85,232 

Total .. .. .. .. 

21,575,649 

250,918 


This gives an average rate per metre cube of P. E. 1*16. 

The above rate is extraordinarily low, if we consider that a great portion of the 
work consisted in the removal of the mud and slime from the beds of the summer 
canals. 

It proves pretty plainly how the system of public tender has brought down the 
earthwork contract rates, and how the native contractor has ousted the European from 
successful competition. The cheap rate at which we can get work executed is doubt¬ 
less satisfactory, but at the same time I am of opinion that we are, if anything, letting 
our rates run down too low to insure efficient work being done. There have been no 
serious complaints as to its quality, and the Inspectors-General of Irrigation are on the 
whole satisfied with it. They fully share my opinion, however, as to the advisability 
of fixing a rate for each class of work, below which no offers should be entertained. 
If the rates paid for work are too low, it must mean one of two things: either that 
bad work is done, or that the contractor does not pay his labourers. 

In addition to the foregoing cubes of earthwork, the following were executed by 
dredging machinery:— 



Metres cube. 

Cost. 

- 


£ E. 

Upper Egypt— 



Ibrahimieh Canal .. .. ,. 

371,926 

14,317 

Lower Egypt— 


Delta Cannl3 ,. ,. .. 

1,579,033 

59,155 

Total 

1,950,959 

78,472 


It is satisfactory to note that 1893 was the first year in which the dredging cubes 
of the Ibrahimieh Canal fell below 400,000 metres cube. 

This good result is without doubt due in a certain degree to the high summer 
supply that existed in tho river, but it is mainly due to the action of the groins which 
have been constructed in the channel, and which have given it a regular section and 
velocity, thus greatly diminishing the deposit of silt in the bed. 

Both the Inspectors-General of Irrigation speak very highly of the work done 
by the three European Dredging Companies. The service is good, and works with 
extreme regularity, and we never now hear the complaints that used formerly to be 
made as regards this work. 

The saving in expenditure of labour to the country caused by the work taken up 
by the dredgers is enormous. 

Navigation Works. 

No new special works were carried out under this head in 1893, but materials 
were collected for the construction of a new lock and regulator on the Mansourah 
Canal in the Dakahlieh Province, and for another on the Rayyah Behera; 
£ E. 2,502 was spent on the collection of these materials. 

£ E. 2,580 was expended in providing new look gates on the Isma'ilieh Canal, and 
in repairing the Atfeh locks on the Mahmoudieh Canal. 


Drainage Improvements. 

The drainage works carried out in 1893 were entirely in Lower Egypt. 

Eighty kilom. of new drains were opened, at a cost of £ E. 14,012. 

__ Y er y powerful pumping machinery was erected at Kassassin for the purpose of 
draining the waterlogged area known as the Wadi Tumilat, in the Province of 
Sharkieh. 

The money for this machinery was provided by the Ministry of Public Instruction, 
which owns the tract of land in question. 

These pumps have cost, including all charges, £ E. 8,887. 

The engines and pumps were supplied by Messrs. Gwynne and Co., and are of the 
best and most modern description. 

It is hoped that the main drain leading to the pumping station will be completed 
in 1894. 

The cost of the entire project is estimated at £ E. 24,000, and the area to be 
drained is some 25,000 feddans. 

The drains connecting the Abugir syphon with Lake Mareotis were completed 
in 1893. 

These cost £ E. 4,289, of which £ E. 1,300 is to be paid in 1894. 

The erection of the two large pumps made over to the Government by the Abugir 
Reclamation Company was completed in 1893. 

These pumps were given to the Government in consideration for the Concession 
granted to the Company of draining its lands by gravitation into Lake Mareotis. 

They are used for the purpose of keeping down the water surface of this lake to a 
certain fixed level, and thus enabling the drains of the Behera Province discharging 
into it to work efficiently. 

The drainage of this province is, however, increasing so rapidly that we shall 
ere long be forced to supplement the power of these pumps, powerful as they are. 

The amount spent upon their erection in 1893 was £ E. 2,147, and the working 
charges for pumping were £ E. 3,533. 

£ E. 8,075 was spent in clearing existing drains in different parts of the Delta of 
silt and weeds. 

Owing to the special loan for drainage being exhausted, there is now no money 
available for the construction of new drains beyond the funds at our disposal in the 
regular annual Budget. This sum is very small, owing to the demands upon our 
allotment for other urgent works. We are at present engaged in drawing up an 
estimate for the new drains, which are most urgently required. 

Nile Protection . 

£ E, 14,288 was spent upon the purchase of stone and tho construction of groins 
in the six Delta provinces. 

£ E. 1,903 was spent upon the purchase of sacks and timber for the same 
purpose. 

Agricultural Roads. 

In Upper Egypt no new roads were constructed in 1893. 

The inhabitants of the Eayoum were, however, so pleased with the 152 kilom. 
of road already opened, that they petitioned for other roads to be made. 

A project was accordingly drawn up for constructing 100 kilom. of new roads in 
1894, to be paid for, according to the Road Decree, by a tax of P. E. 4 per feddan on 
the cultivated land. 

The Omdehs and Slieikhs were not, however, satisfied with the above quantity, 
and asked for a still further development of the road system. 

At the Provincial Council 60 kilom. more were voted, the tax per feddan being 
raised to P. E. 6. 

These roads will bo put in hand in 1894. 

In Assiout Province also the people have petitioned the Government for tho con¬ 
struction of roads. 

In Lower Egypt 77 kilom. of new road were carried out in 1893. These cost 
£ E. 14,268, but this sum includes certain arrears due for roads made in 1892. 

Many iron bridges were constructed in connection with these roads, one of which, 
on the Rayyab Behera, cost £ E. 3,000. 
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There are at present 649 kilom. of agricultural roads open in the Delta provinces; 
these include 241 kilom. taken over from the State Domains Administration; but the 
balance has been constructed since 1890j when the first roads were made in the 
provinces. 

403 kilom. of new roads have been voted by the people and sanctioned by 
Khedivial Decree. These are to be commenced in 1894, but their construction is 
to be distributed over a period of three years, so as to lessen the tax paid in any 
one year. 

By the end of 1896, then, there will be some 1,050 kilom. of road in the Delta 
provinces, without counting several hundred kilom. in Upper Egypt. 

Payment of the Nile Corvee. 

A very important experiment was introduced in 1893—I mean that of paying the 
watchmen on the Nile banks during the time of flood a small daily wage. 

This system of guarding the banks of the river during flood is the only corvde at 
present existing in Egypt. 

It does not entail nearly so great a hardship on the people as is commonly sup¬ 
posed, and in this respect is not to be compared with that which used to be caused by 
the clearance of the canals by means of forced labour. At the same time it was felt 
that, if possible, something should he done to mitigate the inconvenience caused to 
those who had to leave their homes and guard the banks for some two and a-lialf 
months of each year. 

The subject was carefully considered by the Government, with the result that it 
was decided to try the experiment of paying the watchmen a small sum daily. 

The experiment was to last for three years, as it was felt that satisfactory data 
could not be obtained in a shorter period of time. 

It was to bo on a limited scale, only three districts having been selected in which 
to try it during the first year. 

Unfortunately the flood of 1893 was such a low one that the experience 
gained has not been sufficient to enable us to base any definite conclusions upon it. 

We have, however, learnt a good deal by it, one thing being that the people 
willingly come out and work for payment, and another, that it is possible to insure 
each man employed receiving his daily wage. 

The experiment was, as I have said, carried out in three districts, two in Lower 
and one in Upper Egypt. 

The total length of kilom. taken up was— 

Kilom. 

In Upper Egypt .. .. .. .. .. .. 159 

Lower Egypt .. .. .. .. .. Ill 

Total .. .. .. .. .. .. 270 

The total cost of the experiment was £ E. 3,382, which brings the average cost 
per kilom. £ E. 12.6. 

In Upper Egypt the conditions were rather different from those in Lower Egypt. 
In the latter there is only the actual Nile bank to be protected, while in the former 
there are the basin banks as well. 

Many of these latter during flood time require more costly protection than the 
Nile bank itself, as, owing to the strong prevailing winds, waves are caused in the 
basins which rapidly eat away the bank, if unprotected with stone, grass, or staking. 

Of course the cost of protecting the basin banks is much the same yearly, what¬ 
ever the height of the Nile flood may be, as the full supply level of the water in the 
basins is not allowed to vary. 

Although, therefore, the experience gained in 1893 regarding the cost of pro¬ 
tecting the Nile banks was, owing to the lowness of the flood, inconclusive, yet the 
figures obtained regarding the cost of basin bank protection will be most useful for 
future guidance in framing our estimates. 

Major Brown found last year that the cost of this latter item varied from £ E. 11 
to £ E. 18 per kilom. of bank guarded, according as one side of it was revetted with 
stone or not. 

The system followed in paying the watchmen was the same in both Upper and 
Lower Egypt. 

The banks were divided into sections, with an assistant engineer in charge of 
each. 


These latter patrolled their sections daily, counting the men present, and giving- 
to each one a printed ticket. 

A superior member of the Irrigation Service worked constantly up and down the 
whole length in a boat. 

He carried a treasure chest and a guard with him, and was accompanied by a 
Mudirieh official and a “sarraf ” or native cashier. 

This latter entered the daily payments in a cash-book, while the disbursing officer 
checked daily the balance of money remaining in liis chest. 

Each section was paid by him personally every fourteen days, and the daily tickets 
given to the watchman were taken back and registered as vouchers. 

The Sheikhs, who were in the proportion to the watchmen of 1 to 19*5 in Upper, 
and of 1 to 15*5 in Lower Egypt, were paid P. E. 4 daily, while the watchmen received 
P. E. 2 per diem. 

In Upper Egypt there were 32,720 men and 1,672 Sheikhs called out for an 
average of fifty days. 

In Lower Egypt 49,059 watchmen and 3,164 Sheikhs were called out for an 
average of eighty-two days. In this latter part of the country the high flood lasts 
longer and rises to a greater height abovo the country than in the former. This 
accounts for the greater number of men required and the longer period of time for 
which their services were needed. 

The whole of the above were called out in the usual manner by means of the 
Mudirs, who were also requisitioned for the materials required for protecting the banks. 
These materials were paid for on the spot. 

The Inspectors-General of Irrigation in Upper and Lower Egypt differ in opinion 
as to the results of this experiment. 

Major Brown thinks the system of payment by a daily wage an unsatisfactory 
one; his chief reason for this opinion being that an enormous staff would be required 
to superintend the payment of the men were the experiment to be carried out upon 
a large scale. He also thinks the daily wage of P. E. 2 insufficient, and recommends 
raising it to P. E. 3 per diem.* 

Mr. Eoster, on the other hand, is of opinion that the daily rate of P. E. 2 was 
highly appreciated in Lower Egypt, and that to gain it the people would have 
turned out on the banks themselves without our having to ask the aid of the 
Mudirs. 

He states that greater numbers of men were at first employed than were actually 
necessary, in consequence of our ignorance as to what height the flood would 
eventually attain. As soon as this had declared itself the extra men were dismissed. 
Mr. Eoster fully admits that the staff required, if the experiment were to be carried 
out on a large scale, would bo enormous, and this is one of the greatest difficulties 
that will have to he surmounted if the system is to be introduced generally in the 
country. 

My own opinion is that we cannot, upon the experience gained in such a low 
flood as that of 1893, formulate any definite theories as to the total cost to the country 
of paying the Nile watchmen, and I am not yet prepared to mako any definite 
proposals to Government on the subject. 

I think it absolutely necessary that this experiment be carried on for another 
couple of years before we can with any certainty lay down an accurate plan for its 
introduction throughout the country. 

I am of opinion that we should, supposing the necessary funds can ho found in 
1894, try Major Brown’s proposal for employing contract labour upon a limited scale. 

On the basin banks in Upper Egypt this system might, I think, be introduced 
with advantage, but as regards the Nile bank I am, and have always been, extremoly 
doubtful as to the advisability of employing contractors. 

The risk of a possiblo failure is so great, and no forfeiture of deposit money by a 
contractor could in any way safeguard us against the possiblo loss to the country that 
might be occasioned by a breach in the Nile bank during high flood. 

At the same time, as I have already said, I see no objection to trying the 
experiment upon a limited scale in Upper Egypt. 

In Lower Egypt the danger of a rupture of the bank is so much greater that I 
am averse to trying protection by contract at all until we havo observed the result in 
Upper Egypt. 

There is no doubt that, if the Nile corvde is to be replaced by paid labour on a 

* He, moreover, strongly recommends that the experiment be tried of intrusting the protection of the banks 
to contractors paid at a certain fixed rate per kdom. 
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large scale, a very heavy annual charge will have to he met, and a serious addition to 
our annual expenditure will he necessitated. 

It is too soon to attempt to estimate what this sum will he. 

I may mention here that in 1893 the watchmen on canal banks during the flood 
were almost entirely abolished in Lower Egypt. 

The men also who had previously been requisitioned for the purpose of working 
the regulating timbers during the same period were for the first time on record paid a 
daily wage. The total sum expended under this head was £ E. 805. 

The Mudirs took the greatest interest in the successful working of this experiment, 
and gave us every possible assistance. 

The native cashiers were found to be of little or no use. 

Nile Reservoir Projects. 

These were completed by the end of December 1893. 

As the Reports have been printed and presented to Government, and as the 
European Technical Commission appointed for the purpose is at present studying 
them, I will do no more than record this fact. 

Staf. 

The irrigation staff, both European and native, worked well, and up to its 
standard of efficiency. 

The Inspectors-General of Irrigation managed their respective charges in a most 
able and effective way, and were well seconded in their efforts by the Inspectors of 
Irrigation and their subordinates. 

The experiment of introducing Egyptian engineers into posts of responsibility, 
which was alluded to in my note of 1892, has proved, on the whole, a success. 

One of the native Inspectors of Irrigation, and both the native Assistant 
Inspectors, are very highly spoken of by their respective chiefs. 

The other Inspector has not, I regret to say, proved altogether a success. 

It is, however, a hopeful sign for the future of Egyptian engineers, when at the 
end of a year’s trial we can say that three out of the four men specially promoted have 
proved themselves worthy of the trust reposed in them. 

Works other than Irrigation. 


Project for the Drainage of Cairo. 

The project for the drainage of the town of Cairo was brought to completion in 
1893 by M. Barois, Secrdtaire-Gendral of the Public Works Ministry. 

The detailed estimate for this project, as prepared by him upon the lines indicated 
by the International Commission in 1892, amounts to £ E. 1,010,000, or more than 
double that of the Commissioners, which was £ E. 500,000. 

The reasons for the above great difference are as follows:— 

The Commissioners’ estimate was avowedly an approximate one; they had no data 
at their disposal upon which to base accurate calculations, and, moreover, in addition 
to the sum estimated by them, they recommended the execution of large supple¬ 
mentary works, such as the piercing of new streets through the most crowded portions 
of the city, the paving of the native quarter, &c. 

Al l the above have now been estimated for, with the result that the original sum 
calculated as necessary has been very largely increased. 

The detailed project was submitted in September 1893 to the members of the 
International Commission, and received their unanimous approval. 

Apart from the financial question, however, there are other obstacles in the way 
of a final decision being taken by the Government in tills matter. 

Two projects intimately connected with it have been submitted to the European 
Powers for approval. 

These are:— 

1. A proposed Law empowering the Egyptian Government to enforce the neces¬ 
sary Sanitary Regulations required to insure the proper working of the drainage 
scheme upon persons of every nationality. 


2. A proposed Law for facilitating the acquisition of land required for public 
^purposes. 

The assent of the Powers not having been as yet obtained to the above, it is 
useless to consider the question of the execution of the drainage project. 

Without these two Laws, any scheme for improving the drainage of the city would 
be valueless, inasmuch as tho Egyptian Government could only enforce their provi¬ 
sions upon Egyptian subjects, while foreigners would be free to evade them, and defy 
the agents of the Government when attempting to enforce them. 

The entire work of the preparation of the above project was carried out by 
M. Barois, in addition to his regular work in the Public Works Ministry. 

The labour thus entailed upon him was very great, and he received the thanks of 
the Government for the very able manner in which he had performed the special duty 
intrusted to him. 

Ghizeh Museum. 

The question of protecting the existing Museum from danger of fire has been 
for some time occupying the attention of the Government. 

The Public Works Department have submitted estimates for altering the existing 
building and rendering it tire-proof. 

These estimates amounted to £ E. 60,000. 

At the same time, the above Department gave as its opinion that it would be 
preferable to construct an entirely new building at a cost of from £ E. 100,000 to 
£ E. 120,000. 

It based this opinion upon the facts that a new building could be designed, so as 
to better meet the wants of the Museum than does the existing one, which, even if 
altered, would still possess grave defects in the way of arrangement. 

The new Museum would also be situated in the town itself, and thus the incon¬ 
venience caused by the distance of the present building from Cairo would be avoided. 

The matter is now under consideration. 

(Signed) W. E. GARSTIN, 
Vnder-Secretary of State, Public Works Department. 

Cairo, March 9,1894. 


No. 94. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received March 22.) 

(No. 41. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, March 22,1894. 

I HAVE reason to believe that the English and Italian members of the Commis¬ 
sion recently appointed to consider the question of the establishment of a Nile 
reservoir will give their opinion strongly in favour of selecting the Assouan site. The 
relations between the Erench Commissioner and his colleagues and Mr. Willcocks 
appear to have been very unsatisfactory, but I am so far unable to say what would be 
the nature of his opinion. 

Mr. Cope Whitehouse’s Wady Ray an scheme has, I believe, been unanimously 
condemned by the Commission. 


No. 95. 

Society for the Preservation of the Monuments of Ancient Egypt to the Earl of Kimberley .— 

(Received March 24.) 

My Lord, 28, Albert Gate, London, March 7,1894. 

WE, the Undersigned, representing the Society for the Preservation of the Monu¬ 
ments of Ancient Egypt, venture to call your Lordship’s attention to a Resolution passed 
at the general meeting of the Society on the 23rd ultimo, in condemnation of a scheme 
for making a dam at Assouan, in Upper Egypt, whereby a large tract of country above 
the dam will be converted into a vast lake, the waters of which when at their highest level 
will be raised more than 70 feet above the level of the low Nile, and will thereby, for 
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three or four months in the year, entirely submerge the celebrated Island and Temples of 
Philae, to within 3 feet of the top of the Great Pylon, and 8 feet above the capitals of the 
highest of the temples, called “ Pharoah's Bed," covering them with a coating of mud and 
slime, and destroying the decorative paintings, which are in some parts of the buildings in a 
remarkable state of preservation. In a few years the whole group of buildings would be 
virtually destroyed. 

That this spot is unique for its beauty, and of peculiar interest from the varied and 
picturesque arrangement of the groups of buildings (differing in this respect from any 
other existing remains in Egypt), is universally admitted. Mr. Garstin, Under-Secret,ary 
of State for Public Works in Cairo, in his remarks appended to Mr. Willcock’s Report on 
the scheme, agrees that no project which has the effect of thus drowning this group of 
temples should be admitted, unless it were impossible to find a reservoir elsewhere. 

He therefore suggests that, if the Commission of Engineers appointed to consider 
the whole subject should select the Assouan site as the most convenient,the “Temple" 
[sic] should be removed to the neighbouring Island of Biggeh. We desire to point out 
to your Lordship that such a removal would, in the eyes of our Society, be equally as 
fatal to this remarkable group of temples as its annual submersion. Even if it were 
possible to remove without injury and replace in their actual relative positions a group of 
ancietn buildings covering several acres of ground, their peculiar adaptation to the Island 
of Philae as having grown up in conformity with the place of their construction, “ following 
the curves of the shore and the undulations of the ground in consummate harmony with 
every feature of the landscape," “ makes their removal, from an architectural and archeo¬ 
logical point of view, absolutely ridiculous.” We are of opinion, therefore, that the 
removal of these temples could only be excused on the ground that their destruction 
would be otherwise absolutely inevitable. As it is admitted, however, that dams may be 
built at other sites which would serve the purposes required, and as it appears that the 
cost of construction of the dam at Kalabsheh would not exceed the supposed cost of the 
removal of the temples, we venture to hope that your Lordship will forward to the Egyptian 
Government the Resolution passed at the meeting before referred to, and will support it 
with the weight of your great authority. 

We append the Resolution, and a list of those who supported it, as also a list of the 
members of this Society.* 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) CARLISLE, President. 

W. D. DONNELLY, Major-General, 
Vice-President. 

EDWARD J. POYNTER, Honorary 
Secretary. 


No. 96. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received March 25.) 

{No. 42.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, March 25, 1894. 

I AM in. a position to confirm my telegram to your Lordship No. 41 on the 
subject of Nile reservoirs. The English and Italian members of the Commission will 
recommend the raising of the Temple Philae without, however, thereby causing any 
injury to it. 

I am informed that the French Commissioner is strongly opposed to touching the 
temple in any way, but he has not as yet suggested any alternative site. 


No. 97. 


The Earl of Kimberley to Lord Cromer. 


(No. 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , March 29, 1894. 

THE Italian Ambassador lias inquired what view we take of his proposal for 
concerted action to meet attacks by the Dervishes. See Lord Rosebery’s telegram 


Not printed. 
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No. 98 a. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received March 30.) 

(No. 44. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, March 30, 1894. 

I HAVE received a visit from M. Bould, the French Engineer on the Nile 
Reservoir Commission. From what he said I gathered that the chances of his 
agreeing with Sir Benjamin Baker are very slight. The probability is that he will 
condemn every project which has as yet been submitted, and that he will give as a 
reason for not proposing an alternative scheme the necessity for a further prolonged 
examination of the question. 

The French are doing their utmost to get M. Torricelli, the Italian member, to 
acquiesce in their view. Up till now he has taken Sir Benjamin Baker’s view. The 
latter is by far the highest engineering authority on the Commission, but the Italian 
member is very much afraid of responsibility, and I should not in the least wonder if 
the French won him over to their side. 


No. 98 b. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 31,1894. 

I HAVE received your Lordship's telegram No. 44 of the 30th instant, relative 
to the attitude of Italian Engineer on the Nile Reservoirs Commission, and I should 
he glad to know whether you wish that anything should he said to the Italian Govern¬ 
ment on the subject. 


|773] 2 B* 


163 

No. 14 of the 23rd ultimo, and your telegram No‘. 32 and despatch No. 35 of the 
26th ultimo. 

We are altogether opposed to the plan of an attack on Kassala, hut as regards 
co-operation with Italy for defensive purposes, let me know if you think anything can 
be safely said. 


No. 98. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received March 30.) 

(No. 43.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, March 30, 1894. 

I HAVE had a consultation with General Kitchener, in the absence of General 
Walker, with reference to the subject alluded to in your Lordship’s telegram No. 19. 
Taking into consideration the distance between the Egyptian and Italian forces, the nature 
of the country which separates them, and the necessity lor very rapid action in the event of 
any temporary offensive movement on the part of the Egyptian force from their present 
position becoming necessary, we fear that the arrangement of any concerted action for 
purely defensive purposes is out of the question. 

The only feasible measure is, that a system of mutual intelligence should be estab¬ 
lished, whereby each side would supply the other with full information as to anything 
which they may learn respecting the movements and intentions of the Dervishes. But it 
would seem advisable that all action should be independent. 

I venture to suggest that the inclosure to my despatch No. 203 of the 12th 
December, 1892, containing a copy of the instructions sent to the Governor of Suakin, 
should be communicated to Count Tornielli. 


No. 99. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 1.) 

(No. 45. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, April 1 , 1894. 

IN answer to your Lordship’s telegram No. 20, I have the honour to state that I 
am convinced, from what I have heard since I last telegraphed, that the Italian 
Commissioner and Sir Benjamin Baker are quite agreed upon the engineering merits 
of the case. I am anxious not to convey the impression that I wish to make any 
complaint of M. Torricelli’s conduct, which has, on the contrary, been of the most 
friendly nature. It would, however, I think, be useful that he should be warned by 
his Government that the matter is considered by the French here purely from a 
political standpoint, and that he should, therefore, listen with caution to Avhat they say. 
He would thus be encouraged to maintain a firmer attitude, and resist the intrigues of 
the French. The Italian Government might also, I think, be told with advantage 
that the subject is one which interests Her Majesty’s Government. 


No. 100. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 2.) 

(No. 51. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 22,1894. 

I HAVE the honour to report that M. Pansa, the new Italian Consul-General, 
spoke to me a few days ago about the position of the Italians in the Erythrean 
Province, more especially with reference to the idea, which had recently been mooted, 
of an advance to Kassala. M. Pansa’s language differed widely from that of Count 
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Samminiatelli, as reported in my despatch No. 35 of the 25th ultimo. M. Pansa 
stated that the Italian Government was extremely averse to offensive action of any 
kind, that if they were obliged to make any forward movement it would be of a purely 
temporary character, and that it would he made in the name of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment. I thanked M. Pansa for his communication, and added that I hoped no- 
occasion would arise which would necessitate a forward movement of any kind. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. 101. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 2.) 

(No. 46.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, April 2, 1894. 

I HAYE had an interview with the Italian engineer on the Nile Reservoirs 
Commission. His attitude was most satisfactory, and he will, I think, stand firm, if 
encouraged by his own Government. He is nervous about representations which he is 
afraid may be made to the Italian Government in his disfavour. I said that I would 
see that the Italian Government were informed of the true position of affairs. 

I have sent a copy of this telegram to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Rome. 


No. 102. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 2.) 

(No. 47.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, April 2,1894. 

RUMOIJRS being prevalent respecting the Khedive’s desire to change the 
Ministry, Riaz Pasha asked for an explanation from the Khedive. This morning His 
Highness summoned a meeting of the Ministers and assured them that they continued 
to enjoy his confidence. This afternnoon I had an audience of His Highness, but as 
he did not mention the matter, I did not allude to it. 

I would mention, confidentially, that I have no doubt of the desire of the Khedive 
to appoint another Ministry, but is afraid to do so in case I should object. 

I do not think that the question of a change of Ministry will come up again for 
the present. 


No. 103. 

The Karl of Kimberley to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 2,1894. 

LORD CROMER’S telegrams Nos. 44 and 45 regarding the attitude of the French 
and Italian members of the Commission for examining schemes for Nile reservoirs. 

Please see Baron Blanc on the subject, as Her Majesty’s Government would be 
glad if the Italian Commissioner, who has been very friendly, could be warned that 
French opposition is political. 


No. 104. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolff to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 7.) 

(No. 108.) 

My Lord, Madrid, March 26,1S94. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith translation of a note which I have 
received from his Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs, requesting to be 
informed of the intention of Her Majesty’s Government with reference to the projected 
sanitary reforms in Egypt. 

I should be much obliged if your Lordship would instruct me what reply I am to 
give to Senor Moret. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. DRUMMOND WOLFF. 


Inclosure in No. 104. 

Senor Moret to Sir IJ. Drummond Wolff. 

(Translation.) Ministry for Foreign A fairs, Madrid, 

Excellency, March, 17,1894. 

THE Government of the Khedive of Egypt sent, in July last, a project of a 
Decree to all the European Powers, the object of its terms being to guarantee the 
complete efficacy of the sanitary works about to be executed in Cairo and Alexandria 
by modifying the Law of Expropriation. 

The Government of His Majesty the King, my august Sovereign, desiring to 
always act in concert with the friendly Powers in questions having reference to Egypt, 
charges me, confidentially, to request your Excellency to be so good as to inform me, 
if possible, what are the plans and intentions of the British Cabinet as regards this 
matter. 

Thanking your Excellency in anticipation, I avail, &c. 

(Signed) MORET. 


No. 105. 

Sir P. Currie to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 9.) 

(No. 140. Secret.) 

My Lord, Pera, March 28, 1894. 

THE conversation reported in my despatch No. 139, Confidential, of this date, 
seems to point to the possibility of a renewal of negotiations on the Egyptian 
question. I should therefore be glad to be favoured with your Lordship’s instructions 
as to the line I should adopt in caso any overtures are made to me on the subject. Is 
it the wish of Her Majesty’s Government that I should discourage the reopening of 
the question, or should I, if an opportunity presents itself, endeavour to come to an 
arrangement on the basis of Lord Rosebery’s last proposals ? 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 106. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Deceived April 10.) 

(No. 53.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 30, 1894. 

IN reply to your Lordship’s despatch No. 7 of the 23rd instant, I have the honour 
to state that I have communicated the correspondence inclosed in that despatch 
unofficially to Mr. Garstin. For the moment no further action appears to be necessary. 
The Report of the Commission which has been appointed to examine into the reservoir 
question must bo awaited before it can be known what effect the proposed engineering 
works are likely to produce on the Temple of Philse and other objects of antiquarian 
interest. For the present, therefore, all I need say is that the authorities here are 
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fully alive to the importance of the archaeological interests which are involved. They 
will receive full consideration before any final decision is taken. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. 107. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 10.) 

(No. 54.) 

Mv Lord, Cairo, March 30, 1894. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 41 of the 16th instant, I have 
the honour to forward a copy of a Circular letter which has recently been addressed by 
the Egyptian Minister of Foreign Affairs to the Representatives of the Powers, pressing 
for an answer to the Decree relating to the drainage of Cairo. 

I have not sent any answer to this letter, neither for the moment does any answer 
appear necessary. 

With reference to Count Hatzfeldt’s observations, I may mention that the 
objections of the Belgian Government would probably be removed if the Minor 
Powers were granted a collective Judge to sit on the Court of Appeal. I have dealt 
with this question in a separate despatch (No. 55) of this day’s date. 

The objections urged by the German and other Governments on the true merits of 
the proposal itself are more serious. I do not think that Her Majesty’s Government 
could prudently give their consent to the Decree as it now stands. It will certainly 
have to be modified. The French Consul-General has submitted to the Egyptian 
Government some alternative proposals. M. de Reverseaux has given me a copy of 
these proposals. I propose to discuss them with Tigrane Pasha, and possibly with 
some of my colleagues, and will then address your Lordship further on the subject. 

I may mention that just now there are a good many difficult questions 
under discussion here, e.g., the quarantine measures necessary to give effect to the 
decisions of the Venice Conference, the reorganization of the Alexandria Municipality, 
the conversion of the Unified Debt, and the construction of the Nile Reservoirs. 
Under the circumstances, I do not think any great harm will be done if the 
discussion of the particular subject of which this despatch treats is in some degree 
delayed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 107. 

Tigrane Pasha to Lord Cromer. 

(Circular.) Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres, le Caire, 

Milord, le l ef Mars, 1894. 

SON Excellence Boutros Pacha a eu l’honneur le 14 Juillet dernier de vous 
transmettre, en vous priant de le soumettre ft l’approbation du Gouvernement de 
Sa Majesty, un projet de Ddcret dont les diverses dispositions sont destinies a assurer 
la complete efficacit6 des travaux d’assainissement ft executor dans les villes du Caire 
et d’Alexandria 

Ces dispositions n’ont en vue que l’intdr6t gdndral et le Gouvernement de Son 
Altesse estime que leur adoption est indispensable pour sauvegarder 1’hygiene et la 
santd publique et assurer la salubritd de ces deux villes. II serait done heureux 
de connaitre l’accueil fait par le Gouvernement de Sa Majestd ft cc projet de Decret. 

Je me permets en consequence de recourir ft votre obligeance, Milord, et je vous 
prie de vouloir bien solliciter une rdponse du Cabinet de Londres et me faire connaitre 
ses vues ft ce sujet. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signd) TIGRANE. 
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No. 108. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 121. Secret.) 

Bir, Foreign Office, April 10, 1894. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 140, marked Secret, of the 
28th ultimo, in which you advert to indications of a possible renewal by the Porte of 
negotiations on the Egyptian question, and ask for instructions as to the course you 
/should adopt in case any overtures are made to you on the subject. 

Your Excellency is authorized to receive and refer to Her Majesty’s Government 
any proposals which may appear to you likely to lead to an Agreement of the nature 
offered by Lord Rosebery. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


No. 109. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Count Tornielli. 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office, April 11,1894. 

I HAVE been in communication with Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General 
at Cairo in regard to the suggestion made by you to the Earl of Rosebery as to the 
expediency of some plan of concerted action between the Egyptian and Italian 
military authorities at Suakin and Massowali in the event of an attack by the Dervishes 
on either of those places. 

Her Majesty’s Government have considered this proposal, in consultation with tho 
Egyptian military authorities, with every wish to meet the views of the Italian 
Government as far as possible. 

The conclusion which they have come to, however, is that no plan of concerted 
action for purely defensive purposes can be arranged with any prospect of success. 

The military authorities in Egypt have always maintained the expediency of 
restricting the sphere of action against the Dervishes in the vicinity of Suakin, and of 
refraining from attack unless they should advance within striking distance, not more 
than one day’s march from the Egyptian command. 

In accordance with this policy instructions, of which I have the honour to inclose 
a copy,* were issued by the Sirdar to the Governor and Commandant of Suakin in 
December 1892, and are still in force. 

In the event, moreover, of any temporary offensive movement from the present 
Egyptian position becoming necessary, it would require to be executed with such 
Tapidity as to render any combined abtion with Italy a matter of the utmost difficulty, 
in view of the distance which separates the Egyptian and Italian forces, and the nature 
of the intervening country. 

Her Majesty’s Government are, therefore, decidedly of opinion that any action 
which either the Egyptian or the Italian forces may have to take must be independent; 
but that each side should keep the other fully informed of anything which may bo 
learnt in regard to the movements or intentions of the Dervishes. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


No. 110. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 56.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, April 13, 1894. 

THERE is still great tension in the relations existing between His Highness the 
Khedive and his present Ministry. A change must, I should think, inevitably bo 
made before long. 

I have repeated this telegram to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople. 


* In Lord Cromer’s No. 203, December 12, 1892. 
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No. 111. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Sir H. Drummond Wolff. 

(No. 60. Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 13, 1894 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 108 of the 26th ultimo, forwarding transla¬ 
tion of a note from the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, in which his Excellency 
expresses a desire to he informed of the intentions of Her Majesty’s Government with 
regard to the projected sanitary reforms in Cairo and Alexandria. 

I have to state, in reply, that as Her Majesty’s Government were aware that the 
draft Decree of the Egyptian Government, in the form in which it was communicated, 
would meet with opposition from the Powers, they abstained from replying to the 
Circulars of the 14th July, 1893, in the hope that the Egyptian Government would 
propose some modification of those Articles which were open to objection. 

A Report, recently received from Lord Cromer, states that a fresh Circular, calling 
attention to the matter, has been received from the Egyptian Government, but that 
some delay and further consideration will be necessary, as the Decree in its present 
shape will not secure the assent of the Powers, and some of its provisions could not 
prudently be accepted. The Erench Agent and Consul-General has submitted some 
alternative proposals to the Egyptian Government, and it may be best to wait till these 
have been discussed by them. 

In making a communication in the above sense to the Spanish Government, I have 
to request that your Excellency will express the appreciation by Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment of the desire evinced by Sehor Moret to act in concert with Great Britain in these 
matters. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


No. 112. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 14.) 

(No. 58.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, April 14,1894. 

THE Ministers have this morning given in their resignation. The Khedive, 
with whom I have just had an interview, has asked for my advice as to their successors. 
I recommended His Highness to accept their resignation, and to intrust the formation 
of a new Cabinet to Nubar Pasha. This proposal did not appear to commend itself to 
the Khedive, who suggested that he should call either Mazloum Pasha or Fakhry 
Pasha. I said in reply that considerable difficulties would be caused by either of these 
nominations, and the Khedive asked for time to reflect before deciding finally on the 
matter. I am still uncertain as to what will be His Highness’ decision, but our 
conversation was of a very friendly character. 


No. 113. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 14.) 

(No. 59.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, April 14,1894. 

THE Grand Master of Ceremonies has just called on me on behalf of the 
Khedive to say that His Highness is about to intrust the duty of forming a new 
Cabinet to his Excellency Nubar Pasha. 


No. 114. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 26.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 14, 1894. 

YOUR telegram No. 59 of the 14th instant, reporting that the Khedive, after 
consultation with your Lordship, had followed your advice in his choice of a successor 
to Riaz Pasha, has given much satisfaction to Her Majesty’s Government. 


No. 115. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 15.) 

(No. 60.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, April 15,1894. 

THE composition of the new Egyptian Ministry is as follows 
Nubar Pasha becomes Minister of the Interior; Boutros Pasha Ghali, Mini ster 
for Foreign Affairs; Ibrahim Pasha Fouad, whom the Khedive dismissed with 
Mustapha Pasha last year, again becomes Minister of Justice; Mazlum Pasha, 
Minister of Finance; Fakhry Pasha, Minister of Public Works; anu Mustapha Pasha 
Fehmy, Minister of War. 

I consented, at Nubar Pasha’s request, to the inclusion of Fakhry Pasha in the 
Cabinet, in order that the Khedive might, without loss of dignity, accept the appoint¬ 
ment of Mustapha Pasha. His Highness at first steadily refused, but, at the instance 
of Nubar, supported by Mazlum, he eventually yielded. 


No. 116. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 16.) 

(No. 57.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 6,1894. 

REFERRING to my despatch No. 55 of the 30th ultimo and to previous 
correspondence concerning the recognition by the Mixed Courts of the English 
language in so far as notarial acts are concerned, I have the honour to state that I 
have had a conversation with Mr. Sandars, one of the English Judges in the Mixed 
Tribunals, on the subject. 

Mr. Sandars is of opinion that the most moderate concession which would be of 
any use to the English resident in Egypt would be the acceptation of the draft 
(Inclosure No. 1) in my above-mentioned despatch to your Lordship. M. de 
Reverseaux’s suggestion, that only the “ rapports du capitaine du bateau ” be accepted 
in English, is, he thinks, of no practical value. 

As it seems impossible to obtain the required concession from the French Govern¬ 
ment, I would suggest that the matter be dropped for the present. 

I have the honour to draw your Lordship’s attention to the draft Decree (Inclosure 
No. 2) in my despatch No. 157 of the 11th May, 1890, to the Marquis of Salisbury, 
which suggested the introduction of certain modifications into the “ RFglement 
d’Organisation Judiciaire.” 

It was laid down in this Decree that, in the first place, the Court of Appeal should 
be increased by two Judges, one of whom was to be a Greek, and the other was to be 
selected from among the subjects of the minor Powers who have hitherto been 
unrepresented upon the Court of Appeal. It was further suggested that English 
should be added to the languages recognized by the Mixed Tribunals. Her Majesty’s 
Government notified their formal assent to the terms of this Decree in its entirety in 
the Marquis of Salisbury’s despatch No. 119 of the 24tli May, 1890, and I communi¬ 
cated this assent to Zulfikar Pasha in a note to his Excellency on the 6th June, 1890; 
but as the French steadily refused to accept the clause referring to the introduction of 
the English language, no further action has been taken by the Egyptian Government 
in the matter. 

The minor Powers now stand in the position of having to do without their Judges, 
because the French refuse to sanction the introduction of English as one of the official 
languages in the Mixed Courts. 

I would now venture to express a hope that Her Majesty’s Government should 
give its consent to the Decree, omitting the Article which deals with the English 
language. We shall thus, at all events, be relieved from the somewhat invidious 
position in which we now stand as regards the minor Powers, and I may add that, 
although I think the recognition of the English language by the Mixed Courts is 
desirable, I do not think that the change is so essential to British interests as to render 
it necessary that Her Majesty’s Government should abstain from assenting to the 
other portions of the Decree. 

I would at the same time suggest that I may be allowed to make this assent 
known at any opportunity which may seem favourable to me, as Greece, which is one 
of the Powers especially benefiting under the Decree, is now engaged in negotiations 
respecting a Commercial Treaty with Egypt, and I may perhaps bo able to assist the 
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negotiations for tlie benefit of the Egyptian Government, if I were in a position to 
declare our assent whenever it appeared to me suitable to do so. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. 117. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 16.) 

{No. 58.) 

My Lord, Cairo , April 8, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship copy of a letter 
which I have received from Crookshank Pasha, together with two copies of his Report 
upon the Administration of Prisons during the year 1893, which appeared in the 
Official Journal ” of the 4th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 117. 

Mr. Crookshank to Lord Cromer. 

Lear Lord Cromer, Cairo, April 5, 1894. 

AS you requested, I have much pleasure in forwarding two copies of my Report 
for 1893. Before going to print I received the final evaluations by the Public Works 
Department of constructive work done by my Department during 1893, and handed ove 
to the “B&timents de l’Etat ” Department. It amounted to £ E.12,979 and 847 millr 
against an expenditure of less than 3,000/. The Prisons Department was organized 
in January 1854, and during the first decade of its existence I have handed over to 
the country an amount of buildings which the Public Works Department have valued 
at over £ E. 45,000. 

Tours truly, 

(Signed) H. CROOKSHANK. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 117. 

Extract from the Egyptian “ Journal Officiel ” of April 4, 1894. 


MlNISTiutE DE L’Int£RIETJR.— iNSPECTORAT-GflN^RAL DES PRISONS. 


Rapport sur VAdministration des Prisons pendant VAnne’e 1893, presente par Vlnspecteur- 
General a son Excellence Riaz Pacha , Ministre de l ’ Interieur. 

M. le Ministre, 

J’AI l’honneur de remettre h votre Excellence mon Rapport sur 1’Administration 
des Prisons et sur les rdformes et ameliorations introduces dans ce service pendant 
l’anndo 1893. 

Le Ddpartement des Prisons s’est occupd pendant l’anuee 1893, inddpendamment 
de ses travaux administrates, de construire des h6pitaux nouveaux d’aprds les 
meilleurs plans qui lui ont dtd fournis par 1’Administration des Services Sanitaires, 
et d’introduire, autant que possible, dans les prisons de 1’Etat, les travaux industriels. 

Le Ddcret de Juin 1893 a dtd promulgud en vuo de remddier a l’encombremeDt. 
toujours excessif et de faire travailler la masse des eondamnds. Avec le concours 
de MM. les Moudirs, on a pu rdaliser une somme de travail assez importante. 


En ce qui concerne les travaux administrates, le nombre des prisonniers admis 
■dans les principals prisons de l’Egypte pendant l’annde a etd de 38,108 ddtenus, et 
•celui des liberds de 37,403, repartis comme suit:— 



Hommes. 

Femmes. 

At ant subi totalement leur peine 



25,146 

4,063 

Acquittgs 



3,356 

164 

Grades au Ramadan ., 



3,022 

176 

Liberls sous eautionnement ,, 



615 

69 

Causes diverses .. 



516 

23 

Dectte a l’h6pital .. 



172 

7 

fivad6s .. 



35 


Fusill^s par la police a Tourah 


• • 

39 

•• 




32,901 

4,502 


La moyenne journalidrc des ddtenus et formats dans les principales prisons est de 
7,300, ce qui represente une augmentation de 8 pour cent sur l’annde prdcddente. 
D’aprds le Rapport de M. le Procureur-Gendral, pendant l’annde 1893 le nombre des 
incarcdrations nouvelles (y compris les contraventions) loutes les prisons comprises, 
s’est dlevd a 92,833 et les mises en libertd a 89,209. Ces chiffres sont beaucoup plus 
dleves que ceux de l’annee 1892, et quelles que soient les causes de l’accroissement 
progressif du nombre des prisonniers, il est aisd de demontrer qu’il serait hasardeux 
de croire que l’on pourrait y remddier par la sdvdrite de la repression. En eft'et, 
malgrd la rigoureuse application des travaux les plus penibles et la discipline la 
plus rigide du bagne de Tourah, le nombre des forgats a toujours suivi une marche 
ascendante; ainsi on 1893, le bagne a relaxd 548 forgats, tandis que le total des 
admissions s’est dlevd a 566. 

La seule classe contre laquelle on pourrait user avantageusement de rigueur est 
celle des jeunes rdcidivistes des grands centres, car a force de frequenter les prisons 
ils deviennent les grands criminels de l’avenir, la peine de l’emprisonnement n’a 
aucun effet rdpressif sur ces jeunes ddlin quants. II suffit de citer un seul exemple 
pris parmi un grand nombre de ces “ enfants de la prison ” a l’appui de ce qui 
prdcdde:— 

Hassan Salem, figd de 14 ans, a dtd emprisonnd au Caire lorsqu’il n’avait que 
10 ans; 

Le 17 Edvrier, 1890, accusd de vol d’une bourse, il a dtd acquittd; 

Le 24 Edvrier, 1890, accusd de vol d’une bourse, condamnd a 1 mois et 26 
jours; 

Le 14 Mai, 1890, accusd de vol d’argent, condamnd a 1 mois et 19 jours; 

Le 15 Ddcembre, 1890, accusd de vol d’argent, condamnd a 1 mois et 10 jours; 

Le 17 Mars, 1891, accusd de vol d’argent, condamnd a 24 jours ; 

Le 7 Mai, 1891, accusd de vol de vetements, condamnd a 1 mois et 4 jours; 

Le 8 Juin, 1891, accusd de vol d’une bourse, condamnd h 1 mois et 7 jours; 

Le 22 Juillet, 1891, accusd de vol d’une bourse, condamnd a 3 mois; 

Le 22 Avril, 1892, accusd de vol d’argent, condamnd a 21 jours; 

Le 4 Aofit, 1893, accusd de vol d’argent, condamnd a 1 mois et 3 jours ; 

Le 24 Octobro, 1893, accusd de vol d’argent, condamnd ii 1 mois. 

Il existc actuellement 150 gargons de ce genre dispersds dans les principales 
prisons, notamment dans celles du Caire et d’Alexandrie. 

La conclusion du fait prdcitd est l’absolue ndcessitd de order une maison de cor¬ 
rection pour recevoir ccs jeunes vicieux, ou ils seraient assujettis a une discipline 
sdvdre, sounds a des exercices corporels hygidniques, et h un apprentissago de 
quelque profession manuelle qui leur assurerait l’existence a leur sortie de l’dtablisse- 
ment. 

Pendant l’annee 1893, la correspondance faite par le Bureau Central, en dehors de 
la comptabilitd, a atteint le ehitfre do 37,722 lettres. 

Le service mddical des prisons a dtd une nouvelle charge ajoutde aux travaux 
de 1*Administration; il m’a fallu, pour assurer lo bon l’ouctionnement de cette 
branche du service, construire et amdnager des lidpitaux, du moins dans les principales 
prisons, h Tourah, Guizeh, Chibin-el-Kom, et Assiout. 
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Le nombre des malades traitEs dans les hEpitaux s’ElEve a 1,640; sur ce nombre 
il y eut 172 dEcEs d’hommes et 7 de femmes, ce qui reprEsente une mortality de 
24 par 1,000 sur le nombre total journalier des prisonniers. Ce chiffre est infErieur 
h la mortality des principales villes de l’Egypte, je le considEre nEanmoins comme 
anormal. J’ai eu l’occasion d’exposer h votre Excellence, dans des Rapports anterieurs, 
les causes de cette mortality, qui sont: 

1. L’encombrement des prisons; (2) la nourriture insuffisante; (3) le mauvais 
Etat des vetements des detenus, et qui sont trEs souvent les propagateurs de la con¬ 
tagion, &c. 

J’ai pu, cependant, porter remade a cet Etat deplorable dans les nouvelles prisons 
de Guizeh et dans celle des femmes a Boulaq, ou les detenus sont habilies et nourris 
par les soins de ce DEpartement. Les ressources de mon budget ne me per- 
mettent pas d’etendre cette mesure dans toutes les prisons, mais je me propose de 
l’appliquer a celles d’Assiout et de Chibin-el-Kom, en affectant a cet objet une partie 
des recettes de Tourah. 

Dans les annees prEcEdentes, la fiEvre a rechute s’Etant manifestee a Tourah a 
l’etat EpidEmique, j’ai du annexer a 1’hEpital du bagne un appareil de desinfection pour 
desinfecter le corps et les vetements des nouveaux arrivants, afin de prEvenir la con¬ 
tagion. Au fur et a mesure que mes ressources me le permettront je ferai installer des 
appareils semblables dans les prisons de Guizeh, de Chibin, et d’Assiout. 

Les complements des mesures d’assainissement introduces dans les prisons en 
1893, sont: (1) abolition des Egouts des prisons de Tantah et de Mansourah qui ont 
EtE remplacEs par des seaux hermetiquement fermes; (2) installation de bains et 
la voir a Assouan: (3) reparations plus ou moins Etendues dans les prisons de Eayoum, 
de Keneb, du Hod-el-Marsoud, du Palais Mansour, de Benha, et de Port-Said; 
(4) badigeonnage a la chaux de toutes les prisons de l’JSgypte, deux fois pendant 
l’annee. 

Les nouvelles constructions qui ont EtE exEcutEes en 1893 par les soins de 
PAdministration et dont les dEpenses ont EtE payees sur ses propres recettes, sont : 

1. Un hdpital a Guizeh, de deux stages, pour vingt-quatre lits, avec annexes 
necessaires, destine a recevoir les malades des prisons du Caire et de Guizeh. 

2. Les bureaux et magasins de la prison d’Assiout, qui forment le rcz-dc-cliaussEe 
du bfttiment et au-dessus un lidpital pour vingt lits, semblable a celui de Guizeh. 
Dans la corn* de cette prison, une section composite de trois sallcs est affectEe aux 
prisonniers non condamnEs. 

3. A Chibin-el-Kom la division cellulaire composEe de 150 cellules separEes, a EtE 
achevEe, de nouveaux bureaux ont EtE construits et le rez-de-chaussee formant hEpital 
de vingt lits avec enceinte rEservEe, a EtE complete. 

4. A Tourah, les constructions ont pris un dEveloppemont plus Etendu. Un 
grand hopital compost de deux divisions a EtE bati sur un emplacement trEs vaste, 
entoui’e d’un mur d’enceinte. A l’angle sud-est de la corn* de cet hbpital se trouve 
le local qui contient I’appareil de desinfection, et a Tangle sud-ouest sont les bureaux 
du service medical. A proximitE, une caserne comprenant neuf grandes salles et 
pouvant loger 200 hommes, a EtE construite pour la garde de Tourah. 

L’Evaluation opErEe par les soins du Min istEre des Travaux Publics, des con¬ 
structions achevEes par PAdministration des Prisons durant TannEe 1893, atteint la 
somme de £ E. 12,979 ct 847 mill., tandis que la somme dEpensEe par ce DEpartement 
ne dEpasse pas £ E. 3,000. 

En dehors des travaux mentionnEs ci-dessus, les for 9 ats du bagne de Tourah ont 
extrait des carriEres de cette localitE: 

25,840 mEtres cubes de pierres cassEes, vendues aux travaux publics pom* 
l’ontretien des routes de la ville du Caire. 

1,521 mEtres linEaires de pierres taillEes, livrees au memo MinistEre pour les 
trottoirs de 1^ meme ville. 

374.400 kantars de moellons qui ont EtE utilisEs dans les constructions. 

951 mEtres cubes de chaux ont EtE fabriquEes a Tourah pour l’usage des 
Mtisses. 

La manutention de Tourah a produit: 

467,500 okes de pain. 

335.400 okes de biscuits pour la ration des prisonniers de Tourah, Caire, 
Benha, et Chibin-el-Kom. 
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Le produit des ateliers du bagne a EtE le suivant: 

719 portes et fenetres. 

180 seaux hermEtiques. 

2,114 piEces de fer travaillE. 

11,210 piEces de boiserie et traverses pour le service des carriEres et du 
tramway. 

La filature du coton, qui se fait a la main, dans les prisons de BEni-Souef, de 
Minieh, d’Assiout, de Sohag, et de Benha, a donnE 1,870 okes de fils qui 
ont EtE tissEs a Guizeh. 

Cette nouvelle prison a fabriquE pendant l’annEe: 

500 paires de souliers neufs. 

490 paires de souliers rEparEs. 

115 paires de pantoufles. 

105 piEces d’attelage. 

100 tapis en laine. "* 

130 “ Melaya.” 

38 grandes serviettes de bain. 

61 petites serviettes. 

59 mEtres d’Etoffe pour “ Melaya.” 

5,557 mEtres de toile. 

La prison de Payoum a fait 1,136 nattes pour l’usage des prisonniers; les femmes 
dEtenues a Boulaq ne sont pas restEes non plus inactives; elles se sont occupEes h 
confectionner des habits pour les geoliers et les formats, et elles ont cousu en tout 
14,146 piEces. 

Les travaux industriels relatEs plus haut ont rEalisE un bEnEfice net de £ E. 766, 
dont £ E. 298 ont EtE employEes pour les dEpenses des ateliers et 1’amElioration de la 
situation des prisonniers mEritants. 

En conformitE du DEcret de Juin 1893, un certain nombre de prisonniers ont 
exEcutE des travaux manucls en dehors des prisons; dans les Moudiriehs et les 
Moliafezah, le nombre de journEes de travail s’est ElevE h 45,000. Pour tout ce 
travail l’lnspectorat n’a re^u que la somme de 33,425 milliEmes, et ce de la seule ville 
de Tantah. 

Les nouvelles prisons construites par les soins de cette Administration se trouvent 
dans les meilleures conditions, mais il reste beaucoup a faire pour pouvoir en dire 
autant des autres geoles, notamment de celles du Caire, de Tantah, de Zagazig, 
d’Alexandria, et de KEneh, qui sont dans un Etat critique. La mauvaise distribution 
des salles et l’insuffisance de l’espace de ces prisons les rendent impropres a un service 
rEgulier; e’est ce qui entrave aussi l’Etablissement des ateliers pour l’apprentissage des 
travaux industriels, de mb me qu’il rend difficile la sEpavation des diverses catEgories de 
dEtenus, parce que souvent une prison renferme plus que le double du nombre de 
dEtenus qu’elle peut contenir, de sorte que l’lnspectorat non seulement se trouve dans 
l’impossibilite d’introduire des rEformes utiles dans les prisons, mais il est constamment 
prEoccupE en raison de l’encombrement et des effets funestes qui en rEsultent, autant 
pour la bonne administration que pour la santE des prisonniers. Ce DEpartement a 
souvent eu recours au transfert d’un groupe de prisonniers d’une prison fortencombree 
a une autre qui Test moins. 

Cet Etat de choses ne pout se prolonger sans porter atteinte aux rEformes dEja 
aceomplies dans cette braucho du service. Il serait a desirer que le Gouvemoment 
puisse faire, de son cbtE, quelque sacrifice pour faire construire, par les soins du 
MinistEro des Travaux Publics, les quelques prisons encore indispensables, car les 
ressources de cette Administration sont restreintes, limitEes a quelques milliers de 
livres rEalisEes aprEs des efforts inouis. D’ailleurs, il est juste que le Gouvernement 
dEpense pour 1’amElioration du sort des prisonniers nEcessiteux, et, dEs que je serai 
soulagE du lourd fardeau des constructions, je pourrai diriger mes efforts dans le 
perfectionnement des rouages de mon Administration. 

Rien, Excellence, ne ferait mieux apprEcier les rEformes introduites dans les 
prisons de l’Egypte qu’un coup d’oeil jetE sur le Rapport que j’ai dressE a ce sujot en 
1884. Ce Rapport Etait le premier do ee genre Ecrit au dEbut de la crEation de ce 
DEpartement. En examinant ce document, j’ai constatE avec satisfaction que les 
efforts constants de cette Administration pendant dix ans ne sont pas restEs infruc- 
tueux. Ce qui reste it faire n’est possible qu’aprEs la construction de nouvelles maisons 
de dEteDtion; or cette question est purement financiEre. 
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J’ose esp6rer, Excellence, que par votre bienveillant appui, le Goirvernement, 
saisi de l’importance du fait, prendra les mesures eonvenables pour r^soudre cette 
importante question, 

Veuillez, &c. 

L’Inspecteur-General des Prisons, 

(Sign6) H. CROOKSHANK. 

Le Caire, le 26 Mars, 1894. 


No. 118. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 27.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 16,1894. 

THE news of the appointment of Nubar Pasha and the inclusion of Mustapha 
Pasha Pehmy in the new Ministry, as reported in your telegrams, has given great 
satisfaction to Her Majesty’s Government. 

Nubar Pasha’s wise advice to the Khedive to show a conciliatory spirit, and the 
acceptance of that advice by His Highness, augur well for the future. You can 
speak in this sense to Nubar Pasha. 


No. 119. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 21.) 

(No. 59. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo , April 13, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship a copy of the Intelligence 
Diary of the Egyptian War Office for March 1894. 

This Report is compiled by Major Wingate, R.A., Director of Military Intelligence in 
Cairo, and is of somewhat special interest this month. 

In July 1893 Osman Azrak made a raid on the oases, and took prisoners several of 
the local Arabs. Four of these have just succeeded in escaping from Omdurman, and 
have now given an interesting account of their experiences. 

From the account given by El-Haj Abu-el-Kasem Hamad, the Khalifa’s power 
appears to be consolidated. 

I would venture to draw your Lordship’s attention to the statement on p. 12 of this 
Report,* that Abu Girga had been attacked and defeated by a foreign Power. This state¬ 
ment confirms the rumour that the Belgian forces are active in Equatoria, and rumours 
have reached Suakin that Abu Girga has been imprisoned. Major Wingate points out that, 
though the Dervish power extends to Reggaf, this post merely serves as a place of 
banishment, and the Khalifa’s hold over the whole of the adjacent country is merely 
nominal. 

Appendix (A) of the Diary contains an interesting report by Mr. Weld-Blundell 
of a journey he has recently made through the Oases of Kharga, Dakhla, Farafra, and 

Bahria. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 119. 

General Kitchener to the General Officer commanding in Egypt.. 

Head-quarters, Egyptian Army, Intelligence Department, 
(Confidential.) Cairo, April 11,1894. 

THE present Diary is to a large extent taken up by the statements of El-Haj Abu-el- 
Kasem on his return from Omdurman. 

He relates that there is supposed to be another road to the west of our posts at 
Shebb and Nakhlai, by which the Dervishes might penetrate to the Oasis of Dakhla vii 
Ain-el-Agia, and another Terfawi well as yet undiscovered. It is curious that this man, 
who has relations at Mut, in Dakhla Oasis, and has lived there, knows nothing personally 
of this road, and only reports what he heard at Omdurman on the subject. 

It seems probable that such a road exists, but the position of water on it is, up to 
the present, quite problematical. I have arranged that this Arab shall proceed west of 
Shebb with a party to search for the water he reports. 

• See page 1G?. 
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Should such a road be practical for Dervish raiders, it will cause further complications 
for the defence of the western oases. 

The country round Suakin is now in a more peaceful condition than, 1 believe, has 
ever existed since Mahdiism commenced. Osman Digna’s name is still feared, but the 
tribesmen seem to have no apprehension of his returning in any force into their neighbour¬ 
hood ; and although, this season, there has been a great dearth of l’ain, the inhabitants of 
the hills appear to be in a fairly prosperous condition, and are apparently happy and 
contented. I visited Sinkat and Erkowit on my recent inspection, and was everywhere 
well received. 

The increased force of Dervishes at Dongola will probably give trouble before long, 
'but it is as yet impossible to predict the direction of any future raid. 

The completion of the forts at Shebb and Nakhlai is a matter of satisfaction, and 
ought to render those places outside the sphere of Dervish operations. 

(Signed) Id. II. KITCHENER, Sirdar. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 119. 

1894.— March Intelligence Report. 

Summary of News contained in Cairo, Frontier, and Suakin Intelligence Diaries. 

Cairo Diary from March 1 to 31; Frontier Diary from February 27 to March 26 ( and 
telegraphic information to April 2); Suakin Diary from February 18 to March 26 
(and telegraphic information to April 2). 


Omdurman and the Soudan generally. 

THERE have been several arrivals in Cairo from the Soudan during March, but they 
can add little to what is already known of the situation. On the 1st April, however, two 
Arabs (out of a party of four) who had been captured by Osman Azvak when he made his 
raid on the oases in July 1893 reached Cairo, and have given an interesting account of 
their experiences. 

Their names are : El-Haj Abu-el-Kasem Hamad Humeid, Mohamed Abd En Nabbi, 
Mohammed Mahjub, Mohammed-es-Said. 

All members of the Amayem tribe residing near Manfalut (Province of Assiout); the 
spokesman of the party is El Haj Abu-el-Kasem; and as the following Report is largely 
compiled from his verbal statement, it has been retained as far as possible in narrative form. 

He states: “I. with my three companions and twenty-five camels, arrived in Beris 
from the north on the 25th July. We came to buy dates as usual at that time of the year; 
two days after our arrival, when we were out grazing our camels, we were suddenly 
surrounded by a party of Dervishes, dressed in jebbus, under the command of Osman 
Azrak; they at once took us prisoners, tied our arms behind our backs, and, leaving a 
small escort to guard us, the remainder advanced towards the village of Beris, which they 
surrounded. I estimated their numbers at 450 camel men; they were guided by Shiekh 
Fadl Maula. After looting the village, they brought out ten prisoners to where we were, 
and we all started south the following day, we and all the prisoners walking with our 
hands tied behind our backs.* After five days’ march we arrived at Shebb, where I told 
Osman Azrak that I would rather he would kill me than keep me tied up like that, 
whereupon he ordered our cords to be taken off. We were so tired we could scarcely 
drag one foot after the other; the Sheik, Moawin, and Omda, suffered most of all; our 
feet were bleeding. We marched on next to Selima, which we reached in three days; 
here we found a Dervish post of forty camelmen; we stayed at Selima one day, and 
then, proceeded to Suarda, which took us five days more; we did not cross over to the 
east bank and halted very seldom, as Osman Azrak always seemed afraid that troops 
might overtake him. After five more clays of weary marching we at last reached Dongola, 
where we were met with great show and pomp ; horsemen and camelmen met us a long way 
out of the town, galloping backwards and forwards, and shouting out cries of victory. 

‘‘We were then taken to the house of the Emir Tunes, where we received food, and 
were then ushered into his presence; he sent all the people away except two other Emirs and 
Osman Azrak. He then asked us who we were, and we told him the truth, whereupon 
he said: ‘ When you reach Omdurman, do not tell the Khalifa that you are only an Awazem 

• On referring to Intelligence Report of July 1803, it will be noticed that tlie names of these four men me 
not to be found in the official list of prisoners. This is accounted for by the fact that having only recently arrived, 
and being traders, their absence from the village and the fact that they iiad not returned must have been 
unnoticed, or it must have been concluded by the villagers that they had effected their escape. 
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Arab, but say that you are the Head Sheik of all the Megharba Arabs of the land of 
Egypt;’ he then said, ‘You have been brought from darkness into light; you were 
only Moslems in name, now you are true Moslems, therefore you should thank God/ 
He then retired, and we remained in his house for eight days, at the expiration ot which 
he ordered us to Omdurman. 

“ We were dispatched under a guard of fifteen Je'hadia and two Taaisha Arabs, under 
Ahmed Burgawi, and marched by the Desert from Debba; we reached Omdurman in 
sixteen days. 

“ Here the Dervishes met us with the same show as at Dongola, and then we were 
brought to the Mosque, where the Khalifa had gone for prayers ; after prayers we were led 
before him, and his first words were, ‘Thank God that you have been brought from 
darkness into light,’ and we also repeated ‘Thank God.’ He then said, ‘Sirs, I have 
not sugar, milk, and apricot jam to offer you, but we have “ shatta ” (a rough Soudan 
dish) and water, and perhaps from time to time a little piece of meat, and for these mercies 
we are thankful and satisfied.’ We replied, ‘ We thank God, for what satisfies you will 
indeed be more than enough for us.” 

“The Khalifa then turned to the Emirs and Kadis and said, * Behold, O Ansar-ed-Din, 

I have brought here the Great Sheikh of the Maghurba and three other Sheikhs, also the 
Sheikhs and Moawin of the oases, who was Governor there;’ then they all replied, 

*' Thank God ! may the remainder soon be brought,’ and all the people shouted ‘ Amen.’ 

“The Khalifa then summoned a certain Wad Billal, a Dongolawi, and handed us over 
to him as his guests ; he also said that the next day we must come to take the oath of 
allegiance (‘Baia’), and attend daily at the Mosque five times; on the third day we were 
again brought before him, and he made us repeat the ‘ Baia ’ after him. 

“ When it became known who we were several people came to see us, and although 
the Khalifa knew this he took no steps to stop them, After a few days we were allowed 
to visit the bazaars, but had always to return to the house at night. In this mode of life 
some months passed. I had, however, when captured, managed to secrete on my person 
13 sovereigns, which I had brought to the oases for the purchase of dates; this money I 
gradually changed into Makbul dollars, at the rate of 10 per sovereign. One day I 
bought a camel, which I kept secretly; at other times I bought small quantities of 
dhurra, a few spears, &c., and in the dead of night on the 1st Ramadan (8th March), 

T and my three companions crept out of Omdurman and directed our path north by the 
stars. We touched at Bir Gumer for water, then struck the Nile between Debba and 
Khandak, returned again to the Desert, and marching via El Kab touched the river again 
near Amara, re-entered the Desert, and at length arrived at Sarras on the 26th March, 
whence we were at once sent on to Cairo. 

“ Our itinerary was as follows:— 

Days. 

“ Omdurman to Bir Gumer .. .. .. .. .. ..4 

Bir Gumer to near Khandak .. .. .. .. .. .. 4 

Near Khandak to El Kab .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 

El Kab to near Amara .. .. .. ,. .. .. .. 6 

.Amara to Sarras .. .. .. .. .. .. ..2 

Total. .. ..19 

Average rate of marching = 30 miles a-day.” 

Questioned about his stay in Omdurman, the reporter states : “The Khalifa used often 
to send for me after prayers in the mosque and talk to me. One day he asked me about 
Sheikh Senusi and how far off he lived from me. I replied about twenty days; he then 
said, ‘ The late Mahdi wrote and asked him to accept the chair of the third Khalifa, and 
aftey the Mahdi’s death, I wrote again to him to the same effect, but on both occasions he 
replied that he was undeserving of such a position; he also said that we were unorthodox 
Moslems and that he did not wish to join rebels.’ 

“The Khalifa then asked me if I could incite the Arabs to rise against Egypt. I 
replied ‘Yes.’ He then said, ‘Then why did you not do so when all the tribes in the 
Soudan rose against the Egyptian Government?’ I said, ‘How could I raise my tribe 
when you were hundreds of miles oft’and we had no one to take the lead? When you come 
near Egypt, I will then raise my tribe and will do all I can to help the Dervishes.’ He 
asked me how I was treated by the Government and I told him; he also questioned me 
about the roads to the oases; l told him that the only ones I knew were those leading 
from the Assiout Province to the oases; be then summoned the Zeyida Arabs of Darfur, 
and an old man told him that he knew the road from El Fasher to Dakhla, which the Turks 
used in the Government days; the Khalifa asked him if he could lead a party by that 


167 

road, but be said that he was now an old man and unable for so long a journey, but ho 
thought his son could lead them. 

“He described the road as follows:— 

Days. 

“ El Fasher to Bir Natron ,. .. .. .. .. 8 

Bir Natron to Ain El Agia .. .. .. ..5 

Ain Ei Agia to Terfawi.. .. .. .. ..4 

Terfawi to Mut (Dakhla) .. .. .. ' ..4 

Total .. .. .. .. .. .. 21 

“ He also described the road from Dongola to Dakhla as follows 

Days. 

“ Dongola to El Kab .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 

El Kab to Ain El Agia .. .. .. „ ,, ..5 

Ain El Agia to Terfawi.. .. .. .. .. ..4 

Terfawi to Mut .. .. .. .. ..4 

Total .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 14 

“On another occasion the Khalifa announced in the mosque the arrival of His 
Highness the Khedive in the following words:— 

“ ‘The little boy has come to Haifa to collect his army. How do you feel. O Ansar? 
Do you not feel very strong ?’ Whereupon the Kadis and Emirs replied, ‘ Who is he ’ 
(the Khedive) ‘that he should come here? Does he dare to attack us? it is we who are 
to attack him.’ 

“ As regards the Khalifa’s power and popularity, my stay at Omdurman was not 
long enough for me to form an exact opinion, but the following are my impressions: 
His power is very considerable, but it rests almost entirely on the support of the 
Baggaras, of whom the principal tribes are the Taaisha, Homr, and Rezeigat. These 
tribes are specially well treated by him, and I could quote hundreds of instances of the 
tyrannical way they treat the local people. For example, if a Baggara is in want of 
money and he happens to know that a native has a few pounds, he at once procures a 
couple of false witnesses to swear that the native owes him this money, and on the case 
being brought before the Kadi the latter invariably gives judgment in favour of the 
Baggara. 

“ Again, if a Baggara sees a good looking native woman for whom he takes a fancy, 
he instantly sends for her, no one dares to question his right to do this, if he likes he 
keeps her as a wife or concubine; but if she does not find favour with him, he returns her 
to her husband or relations, and generally sends a slave girl with her as compensation for 
having dishonoured her. 

“ Again, in the old days, the Baggara was looked upon almost as the slave of the 
Dongolawi, whereas now the common curse used by the Baggara when quarrelling with a 
Dongolawi is ‘Imshi Ya Nubawi Ya Nehis’ (‘Get away, you wretched Nubawi’), thus 
classing the Dongolawi with the Nubawi, who is the representative of the slave class in the 
Soudan. 

“ Thus it is understood how completely the tables are turned. Of course the native 
population is far more numerous than the Baggara, but hating them as they do, yet they 
are powerless to fight against them, they are in a state of poverty; they have no arms, no 
leaders, what can they do ? For a long time they hoped the Government would return 
and they still talk about it, but they seem to have made up their minds to accept the 
situation, bad as it is, and even if the Government advanced into the Soudan it is doubtful 
if it could rely on the support of these tribes until it has proved by some decisive victories 
that it is really going to reconquer the Soudan. It should be remembered that there 
are other black tribes further south, such as the Dinkas, Shelluks, &c., who would 
probably rise against the Dervishes if they found allies to help them, but the above state¬ 
ment refers only to the local inhabitants and tribes about Khartoum, Berber, Dongola, &c. 
El Haj Abu El Kasen adds, that perhaps the Dabaina and Shukria might be trusted to 
join the Government, for they have an undying hatred for the Baggaras, but they have 
suffered so heavily that they are no longer of much account. 

“ So the Khalifa rules by his Baggaras, and I do not see how his power is to be easily 
shaken; it is almost impossible for any plots against him to be successful; the death of 
Zeki Tummal, the dispatch to Reggaf of all mutinous Emirs, and the heavy chains qf 
Khalifa Sherif, are examples of how such attempts are dealt with by the Khalifa. 

“ Moreover, it should not be presumed from what I have said that all the natives are 
secretly hostile to the Baggara ; a certain number of those more clever than the rest h&v.e 
succeeded in ingratiating themselves with their conquerors, and, as such, have beepme of 
[773] 2 X 
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importance, either in assisting the Khalifa’s crude administration, or in private enterprise, 
such as trading, &c. Of the latter class the Jaalin are the best examples, though they, too, 
secretly clamour against the Baggara tyranny. 

** Briefly, those natives who can make anything out of the present regime are more or 
less contented ; but the great majority, whose lands and property have been made over to 
the Baggara, are justly discontented, and would welcome any change that would introduce 
a stable form of Government. 

“ The attitude above described refers specially to the natives in and around Omdurman, 
but my impression is that the further away they are from the Khalifa the less are they 
spell-bound by his authority; thus, I believe that the majority of the inhabitants of 
Dongola would not hesitate long to throw in their lot with any force advancing from the 
north if they understood that it was the intention of the Government to reoccupy that 
province, and the same remarks apply to other parts of the Soudan which are nearest to 
civilized forms of Government. 

** On the other hand, the Khalifa strikes me as being a very clever, though quite 
uneducated man. By tyranny and bloodshed he has established himself in a very strong 
position. He is surrounded by spies, who report everything to him, and now no one dares 
to oppose him. At the same time, he seems to have learnt by experience that by relaxing 
somewhat the severity of his rule over the natives he will achieve better results. He is 1 , 
however, intensely ignorant, for he imagines that he is the most powerful Ruler in the 
world ; any disasters he may have he attributes to some treachery on the part of his Emirs 
or troops, not to the superiority of his enemies. When he heard of the Italian victory at 
Agordat, he assembled a large * arda ’ (parade) of all the troops in Omdurman, and after 
inspecting them he galloped to the river, and, striking the water with his sword, he shouted 
three times, ‘ Allahu Akbar ala Etalian ’ (‘ God is greater than the Italians ’). He then 
retired for six days, and after that thirty-five flags were sent as reinforcements to Kassala 
under the Emir Fedil. I do not think they mean to renew their attack on the Italians at 
present, but they mean to fight if the latter advance. 

“ In comparison with the Baggara, the Khalifa’s Jehadia are not well treated, though 
those belonging to the e Mulazimin,’ or body-guard, fare better than the others. Their 
ordinary ration is one-sixth of an ardeh of dhurra a-month for a man and his wife, and 
clothing is issued to them, but just five days before I left Omdurman about 400 of his own 
black Mulazimin deserted to the Nuba Mountains, with their arms. The Khalifa was 
furious, but did his utmost to keep the desertion secret. 

“ I am convinced that the Khalifa intends his son, Osman Sheikh Ed Din, to succeed 
him, Yakub consenting to remain as adviser. 

“ If the Khalifa happens to be absent from the Friday parade, his place is taken by 
his son, and if the latter is absent, then Yakub acts, and in the event of all three being 
absent, the parade is conducted by Senusi, another of the Khalifa’s brothers, but in no 
case is the Khalifa Ali Wad Helu allowed to take command, though when Khalifa 
Abdullah is not at the mosque, Wad Helu takes his place. 

“The latter has now become a man of little account; he adapts himself to his 
diminished authority, for he knows that any opposition he might attempt would be 
unsuccessful, and he would share the fate of Khalifa Sherif. 

“ If Abdullah dies I do not think Wad Helu would have the smallest chance of 
succeeding him. In fact, Abdullah is doing all he can to arrange that, in the event of his 
death, no revolution will take place, hut things will go on as usual under the rule of his 
son, who is now about 19 years of age; he has now been three or four years connected 
with the management of affairs, and is generally thought to be an able young man, and of 
a more lenient disposition than his father. 

“ It is impossible for me to estimate with any accuracy the actual force at the 
Khalifa’s disposal, but it struck me that the men assembled in the Omdurman ‘ ardas ’ 
were a formidable and well-armed lot; hut their ammunition is not good, lead is very 
scarce, and the powder bad, except for short distances. I know that a certain amount of 
lead is smuggled into the country in boxes with false bottoms, and I also heard that the 
lead mine in Darfur had turned out a failure. 

Equatoria. 

*• Very little news reaches Omdurman from Equatoria. About three months ago a 
steamer arrived from Reggaf with 'a cargo of ivory and slaves, and two Emirs returned who 
had been banished; they reported that Abu Girga had been attacked and defeated by a 
foreign Power, but I am not sure of the truth of this, as the steamer returned without 
taking reinforcements.” 

This statement gives point to the rumour that the Belgian forces are active in 


Equatoria, and rumours have reached Suakin that Abu Girga has been imprisoned. It 
must be remembered that though the Dervish power extends to Reggaf, this post merely 
serves as a place of banishment, and the Khalifa’s hold over the adjacent country is 
merely nominal; in fact, between Reggaf and Fashoda there are no Dervish posts, 
and the powerful Dinka and Shilluk tribes are in a state of semi-independence; their 
hostility to the Dervish is undoubted, though they lack the cohesion requisite for active 
opposition. 

Darfur , Kordofan, and the Nuba Hills , 

The situation here appears to be unchanged. The Emir Mahmud left Omdurman 
for El Obeid about six weeks ago with 200 Jehadia and ten flags. The Blacks of the 
Nuba Hills still maintain their independenee in spite of the frequent expeditions sent to 
subjugate them. 

Kassala, 

Reports vary as to the strength of the reinforcements sent from Omdurman and the 
numbers which have arrived at Kassala. From Suakin and Massawa it is stated that but 
few have come, while from Omdurman it is asserted by several eye-witnesses that consider¬ 
able numbers left that place for Kassala. 

It seems now generally admitted that Osman Digna is not to go there, and El Haj 
Abu-el-Kasem affirms that he is not in favour with the Khalifa, though the reason is not 
known. The general idea in Omdurman—prior to the news of the Agordat fight—was 
that Osman Digna was again to operate towards Suakin and Tokar, but the Dervish 
defeat at the hands of the Italians caused the plans to be altered, and now it is thought 
that Osman Digna will do nothing at present. Some say that the Khalifa is displeased 
with him because it was reported to him that he allowed smoking in his camp. 

Berber and Abu Hamed. 

During the early part of the month the rumours of an intended attack on Murat 
were very persistent, and there is no doubt that the number of Dervishes at present 
collected there is larger than usual; latterly, however, the reports are less positive, but 
should an attack be made, all precautions have been taken to cope with it. 

Suakin and the Eastern Soudan. 

These districts are at present quieter than they have been for many years. The 
Sirdar, in his recent inspection and visit to Erkowit, Sinkat, and Tokar, was particularly 
struck with the peaceable condition of the Arabs and the general contentment of the 
tribes, who are unanimous in their hatred of Osman Digna. They openly express their 
delight at his departure from amongst them, and showed great pleasure at seeing tho 
Sirdar and Egyptian escort on their hills. 

The Nile Frontier and Dongola. 

El Haj Abu-el-Kasem states that he was present in Omdurman when twenty-five 
flags left Omdurman for Dongola; he thinks that the Khalifa dispatched them because he 
thought that an advance of the Government was about to take place, but he asserts very 
positively that when it is known that no advance is intended, the Khalifa will in all 
probability authorize a raid on the oases; and this time he expects that Dakhla will be 
the objective. It was the rumour in Omdurman when he left that an attack was about to 
be made, and this had much to do with his determination to make his escape, for he has 
relatives at Dakhla whom he wished to warn. He considers that if made, the raiding 
party will consist of 400 to 500 camelmen, under Osman Azrak, and that they will 
advance vul El Kab, Ain-el-Agia, Terfawi, and Mut. He urges frequent patrols being sent 
west and south from Shebb, aud other patrols sent at least two days south from Mut, 
which he thinks should be occupied by troops. He further urges that the Dervishes 
should be attacked when they are tired and thirsty just outside Mut. 

He thinks that the Dervishes, if they come, do not intend to settle in Dakhla, but 
will merely come to raid. The Khalifa believes that by looting and taking prisoners 
whom he invariably describes as great personages, he is keeping up his prestige amongst 
his own people: he knows that he cannot capture Egypt, and that is why he has instructed 
his Emirs not to attack fortified posts, but to make for the undefended spots. 

Further notes on the Oases are to be found in a Report made by Mr. Weld Blundell, 
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who has just returned from a journey through Kharga, Dakhla, Farafra, and Bahria. A 
map is also being prepared which will be forwarded later (see Appendix A). 

The entrenched camp at Nakhlai and the Blockhouse at Shebb (see Appendix 0, 
February Diary) have been completed, and Arabs are now in occupation of the latter. 

An interesting letter, giving the views on the situation in Dongola of a resident 
there, is also attached (Appendix B). 

The following additional Appendices are attached:— 

(C.) Summary Trade Returns, frontier and Suakin. 

(D.) Staff Diaries, frontier, Suakin and Cairo. 

(E.) Reserve ammunition return frontier. 

(F.) Meteorological Returns. 

(G.) Return of temperatures, frontier, Suakin and Cairo. 

(Signed) F. R. WINGATE, Miralai, 

Director of Military Intelligence. 

Head-quarters, Egyptian Army, 

Intelligence Department, Cairo, April 9,1894. * 


Appendix (A). 

Notes on a Journey through Kharga, Dalchla, Farafra, and Bahria, by H. W. Blundell. 

IT is twenty years ago all but three months that a select cohort of German savants started from 
the Nile Valley to make a scientific conquest of the oases of the Lehyan Desert. Provided as they 
were with all the mechanical, scientific, and intellectual equipment that the patriotic spirit and lavish 
generosity of Ismail Pasha could command, it was scarcely to be expected that a solitary traveller, 
depending on his private resources alone, would find much scientific spoil after the ground had been 
swept by seven wise men, some of whom being of European celebrity. Still, in the last thirty years, 
the demand for detail has gone on increasing from year to year, the scale of the map of Africa has 
expanded in ten years from 1 in 6,000,000 to 1 in 200,000 (as now proposed), the best test of the 
accumulation of knowledge and geographical nomenclature, so that no one’s time can be said to have 
been wasted, if addition can he made to the names of localties, correction or corroboration made of 
altitudes or profiles, either by varying the roads selected or by greater precision of more modern 
instruments or appliances. In all observations founded on the barometer and liypsometers generally, 
it is specially necessary for final accuracy that a large number of observations should be taken in order 
to eliminate, rather than reduce to the lowest possible point, the element of uncertainty that always 
exists when no absolute standard, as in the case of atmospheric pressure, can be fixed. My own 
instrument was a Boiling Point thermometer made by Carey, and corrected at Kew Observatory in 
1892. I have likewise two aneroids corrected at the same time at the same place. 

For latitude and longitude mv instrument was a 6-inch sextant and a half chronometer of the 
Admiralty and Royal Geographical Society’s pattern. 

For the purpose of filling in detail and supplementing the work done by my predecessors, I took 
a large number of oriented photographs, by wliich the exact position of the view can be identified by a 
datum-line photographed on to the negative, and corresponding to that by which the camera was 
adjusted. The angular distance of any object on the negative or print can then be obtained by means 
of a scale of tangent lines corresponding to the angle of aperture of the lens employed, so that the 
bearing of any detail on the photograph can be read off and plotted. 

For the purposes of facditating movements of military forces in cases where, for instance, a quick 
movement across the Desert for a well or other point might be of vital importance, this system might 
be usefully employed for supplementing the ordinary maps, much in the same way as engravings 
and diagrams are added to mariners’ charts for the sake of easy and immediate identification of 
land-marks and coast-lines. Desert travelling, from the frequent absence of conspicuous land-marks 
admitting of adequate verbal description, bears considerable resemblance to navigation at sea, and its 
difficulties might be lessened by the same means. 

A wood-cut taken from a photograph oriented as described above, giving the position of the 
standpoint so as to be easily identified, and giving the compass-bearing of the objective point, c.g., well, 
road, or other point, might be printed on the map, so that a course could be laid for the point without 
any calculations wliich always must take up time, and occasionally be beyond the capacity. 

My point of departure from the Nile Valley was Assiout, and I left behind me the rich verdure 
and teeming water-courses for my first night in the Desert. On the 10th January I followed from this 

S oint the caravan road taken by the Rohlf’s expedition, descending, however, into the Kharga Oasis, 
ere called the Wadi Dowa, by the Pass of Hamlin instead of the Ras-el-Yalibissa further south. The 
Kamlia, as its name suggests, is a sand-bar or bank of loose drift accumulated by the action <>f wind till 
it forms an inclined plane of soft deep sand from the top of the escarpment to the floor of the valley. 
It is called in the map a road for lightly-laden camels, and certainly, judging from the depth to wliich 
my camels all sank, and the way in which one almost turned a somersault with his forelegs 
disappearing under him as if he had been in a quicksand, the description errs if anything on the sido 
of mildness. Traces of vegetatiou begin very soon after the lower ground is reached, and the whole of 
the valley to Kharga impresses on the traveller by its numerous wells and remains of embankments 


and patches of green that the drifting sand cannot wholly smother, and what miserably small 
proportions the once beautiful Oasis Magna has gradually shrunk in the lapse of ages to the mere 
patch of palm of palm groves and a small village of 4,000 inhabitants. The effect, notwithstanding, of 
this luxuriant mass of waving palms and vivid green verdure springing sharply out of the expanse of 
dreary sand is very remarkable, and the comparison at once rises in the mind of the traveller who has 
been slowly borne through a boundless waste of earth and sky for five or six days of island rising from 
a sea of sand, and if we go back in imagination when the whole of the great depression was studded 
with wells and green with cultivation, when the temple of Hib was in its full grandeur, and caravans 
brought their loads of ivories and spices from the interior, the name given to these oases, “ the Islands 
of the Blessed,” would scarcely seem an exaggeration. Nor is it impossible to recall these days of 
prosperity and make them again worthy of this high-flown name. It only remains for the enterprise 
and ingenuity that has renovated the face of the Nile Valley to be applied to the development of these 
subterranean sources to expand these isolated patches, &c., into great tracts of fertile land that might 
compete with any of the most favoured portions of Egyptian territory. 

The accounts of Kharga and Dakhla are too numerous and recent to require lengthy mention 
from me. I took a tolerably complete series of photographs of the temple of Hib, which may 
supplement some of the drawings taken of that interesting monument, though the very complete 
brochure of Brugpch Bey leaves little to be desired. It was especially interesting to me, after my stay 
(in 1893) at Persepolis, to find Darius appearing here as the special devotee of the gods of Egypt, and 
using almost the same terms of praise and piety in extolling the varied gods of Egypt as he had done 
in praising the one and only god Ahura Maada upon the cuneiform saaba of Persepolis. 

It would be instructive to place side by side the hymn of praise at Hib and that on the rock at 
Behistun or the Palace of Darius as an example of one of the most curious religious phases that 
the Royal personages of the Achaemanian race, remarkable for their extreme piety, have exhibited. 

At a distance of about 21 miles north-west of Kharga, lying within 1 mile of the foot of lime¬ 
stone encarpment forming the boundary-wall on the western side of the great depression, lies the Oasis 
of Abbas, formerly known as Ain Om Ed Dabadeb. It is, in fact, an outlying portion of the Oasis of 
Kharga, and only separated from it by a tract of high ground and the two ridges Jebel Et Taref and 
Et Ter, wliich form a back-bone running north and south to almost the northern extremity of the 
Kharga belt of vegation at the Ain-el-Serag, and dividing the Wadi Dowa from the cultivable tract 
or oasis under the western plateau. The road from Kharga is easy with a gradual ascent turning to 
the north-west after running for some 9 miles between the ridges of Et Taref and Et Ter. After 
rounding the point of Lebklia, which is the name given to the eastern extremity of the ridge of which 
Et Taref is the western point, the road zigzags among small outlying spurs, and descending turns to 
the west across some large ancient tracks into a wide undulating valley with traces of vegetation, and 
sprinkled over a tract of fine hard loam and the remains of recent cultivation, and, finally, the extensive 
ruins of a town flanked by an imposing Roman fortress. 

The road passes over some very large ancient tracks, which I crossed again on the road to Ain 
Amur. They lead directly from the southern oases through Abbas to the north-east (not from 
Kharga), thus showing that Abbas was served by trunk lines and not by branch lines, and an evidence 
as to its relative importance in former days. The ousis consists of a large level tract about 3 miles by 
6 miles, covered with a reddish soil like fine loam, and showing at different spots traces of past 
culture. Near the well is some extent of land cultivated within the last twenty years some shrubs 
(awshar, acacia, dom palm, &c.). In the immediate vicinity of the well, and to the east of it, lie a 
collection of ruined buildings, conspicuous among which are the remains of a Roman fort surrounded 
by a group of buildings, and beyond by an oblong open space 350 yards in length, of which the walls 
can be traced in any points, and the outline followed by foundation stones round the whole 
periphary. 

The fort itself is an oblong square building 105 feet on the west and 61 feet on the north faijade, 
flanked by two square towers on the east faqade; the second story has fallen in, and filled up the 
entrance and lower chambers with dibris. The north-west tower has a winding stairway carried up 
on round arches. I entered the south-west tower, and found a series of vaulted cells opening into one 
another by small square apertures, and not more than 10 feet square and about 8 feet high. The same 
cells appear on the south side, where they can be reached by a hole in the wall about 12 feet from the 
ground. All the buildings in the enceinte of the fort, as well as those beyond the west, show a system 
of vaulted cells sometimes single and sometimes in rows. They are built into by walls crossing the 
openings, so that the whole Settlement has an appearance of a town of brick kennels. Many of them 
show a recess at the further end like a fire-place, and most have the appearance of having a story 
built over them of square rooms; the bricks are large and sun-dried, and both the vaults and walls 
well built. 

There are numerous inscriptions (mostly Greek Christian) in a half-domed temple, probably 
converted into a chapel in later times in the precincts of the fortress or prison. 

The principal well lies about 600 yards due west of the fort, the water rising to a point at an 
altitude of 230 feet above sea-level. There are remains, it is said, of a subterranean conduit, vaulted 
and bricked, provided with manholes or ventilators traceable for 150 yards towards the fort, showing a 
large system of waterworks for either irrigation or purpose of making the fort more defensible 
or both. 

The road from Abbas to Dakhla, which was my next point, passes over a level plain for 3 to 
4 miles, after which, passing to the south-west, joins the Kharga road, which leads over the higher 
plateau at a pass called from a well Ain Amur, situated rather more than half way up the cliff. The 
water is scanty and bad, though there are, too, large remains of buildings round it to leave it to be 
supposed that this was always the case. It is probably an instance of a well becoming saturated with 
salts from being left to stagnate either by reason of a change of level from earth movements choking 
up of the shaft through neglect. 
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Leaving Ain Amur, we ascend on to back of the limestone plateau that stretches across the road 
between Dakhla and Kharga like a peninsula separating the two depressions by a tract reaching a 
height at one point of over 1,600 feet. It is a desolate plain above Ain Amur, but at the western side 
it is diversified with one or two curious specimens of the effect of erosion on the soft sandstone of the 
upper chalk, which, isolated from the great masses, have been sculptured out and polished by sand 
action into various shapes. One like a large head with an abnormally thin neck is called disrespect¬ 
fully the Eas El Kadi; another has been turned as it were in the form of an upright pillar, and is 
called Amud Et Tin, the bands of stratification of the shafts giving exactly the appearance of courses of 
atone or brick. 

The road descends now into the Oasis of Dakhla, and the rest of the journey is through plains of 
cultivable land and patches of vegetation and villages Tenida, Belad, Esmint, and Mut. The names 
Esmint and Tenida have a suspiciously foreign sound, especially if we recall the words of Herodotus, 
who speaks of the expedition to the Ammonians starting from Thebes, a seven days’ march to the city 
oasis, “ which is inhabited by Samians said to be of the Aeschrionian tribe; and they are distant 
seven days’ march from Thebes across the sands.” This country in the Greek language is called “ the 
Island of the Blessed.” 

I stayed at Mut a few days to see the work being carried on under Mr. Abargues of cobalt 
extraction, and visit one or two points of interest in the country. The curious beehive of houses built 
one above the other are clustered on a hill of fine ochre, the dust of which covers everything and 
everybody with a bright golden tint which may be considered at any rate as more cheerful than the 
brown powder that seems to prevail everywhere else. 

The manufacture of cobalt, though at present in the tentative stage, bids fair to become, if 
developed, an important business, the process being a simple one, and inexpensive of dissolving out the 
mineral from the alum, and precipitating the deposit with acid. 

There are many tempting spots for excavation and research in the immediate vicinity, the 
convergence of the great south-east and south-west caravan-roads upon this point and continuing to 
Siwa and the north, all suggesting an important centre of trade, and consequently probable existence and 
temples. Old Mut has already, without any organized digging, yielded one or two interesting 
specimens of votive stalac while in the neighbourhood, mounds of tombs, and other remains are spoken 
of by natives, but owing to their reluctance to show them it is probable that unless they are properly 
excavated they will be gradually destroyed as usually happens by natives pillaging them in the hope of 
discovering saleable objects. 

Half-a-day’s journey brings one from Mut to Kasr, the northern village of the Oasis of Dakhla. 
Its principal interest is in the neighbourhood of a temple called by the natives Der El Haggar. It is 
too well known to need description; hut it still remains untouched by the excavator, and the clearing 
away of the debris in the chambers, and the accumulation around the walls, would probably well repay 
the expense. The low hills below the escarpment have in the district been rounded by the action of 
erosion into perfectly symmetrically circular shapes, by which they give the appearance of round forts 
surrounding the spot where the temple is built and the road. On examining the top of one of them 
we found that they had been used as tombs, the bodies being let down from above by digging shafts 
into the soft rock, and the appearance was confirmed by the evidence not only of skulls and bones, but 
plaster marks and coloured fragments of body covering. 

Kasr is situated among a group of detached Settlements and patches of palm groves under the 
southern face of the limestone plateau that stretches from here to the north, only interrupted by the 
two depressions of Farafra and Bahria, till it reaches the high desert platoau of Upper Lybia. 

The road to Farafra after reaching the higher level is remarkably dreary, oven for the Desert. 
Beyond this region, at a point called the Wati Om El Mohammed, we enter into what appears a broad 
track or road, perfectly level, with crumbled chalk below a slight covering of sand above, and the 
whole strewn with weathered flints and iron-stained nodules, giving the appearance of a well-gravelled 
walk, nearly a mile broad in some parts. On each hand there runs a high wall of sandhills, so 
perfect and evenly serrated by the action of the wind, in exactly the direction of the road (about 
N.N.W.), that I should scarcely venture on a drawing, and am glad to have a reliable witness in the 
form of a photographic camera. This file of hills, in many places at least 150 feet high, accompanied 
us along the road for, with one interruption, to for something like eighteen hours’ marching, and 
though of deadly monotony, was interesting as one of the completest specimens of wind action on 
yielding material that could be conceived. At the end of this long lane the horizon opens out, and we 
come to turn over Ain Ed Dakker—an abandoned well—a well-tubed shaft, and a'palm or two with a 
few tussocks of Agol where we camped. The ground slopes away gradually without any accentuations 
from a level here of 188 feet to Farafra, 112 feet at first level or undulating sand drift, but afterwards, 
as we near the level of the oasis, stunted vegetation in spots aud the dazzling white limestone that 
forms the floor of the depression begins to appear'. The more salient masses of the limestone have 
been rubbed by wind action and sand into round smooth lumps, and the harder and closer rock at the 
top, resisting better than the softer shales below, the result is produced of an immense group of huge, 
perfectly white mushrooms, the more eroded portions below forming what looks like a stalk. The 
village of Farafra lies about 15 miles from the western plateau, and is built on an elevation above the 
surrounding plain, and grouped round a fort (the lower courses indicate Eoman work), which is built 
upon and round the liighest point. At some height within the curtain wall of the building is a well, 
said to be of about 40 feet in depth, and practically inexhaustible. In all the numerous angles and 
available spaces of the building are built a series of small cells or chambers, in which are preserved, as 
in a safe depositary, what valuables the people of the district possess. The importance they attach to 
the defensible capacity of the fort, and the pride with which they show the various advantages of the 
position which an antique battering ram or Eoman catapult would destroy in a few hours, gives a 
touching indication both of their simplicity and the complete isolation that they feel from the 
protecting power of their own Government. They seemed a friendly, simple people, but wretchedly 


poor. They live on dates and olives and milk, and are without even the mild mitigation of 
tobacco. No one in the whole Settlement smokes. Eice of an inferior sort is to be had, but this and 
corn are imported from Dakhla. The Settlement is in fact said to be gradually dwindling away, so 
their resources decrease owing to wells silting up, and the area of cultivation correspondingly 
diminished. A well, (not) mentioned by Rohlfs thirty years ago, was shown to me as having been 
silted up and unused for twenty years. 

I had been, before arriving here, much interested in a possible oasis, marked in some maps a 3 
Nezla, to the west, about two or three days’ march from Farafra. I inquired of all Sheikhs and oldest 
inhabitants, and all were unanimous that not only there was no oasis or remains of any to the west, but 
there were no traditions of any one having travelled there, or there being any road or trace of one. 
Judging certainly from Rohlfs’ account of immense sandhills, 300 feet in height, all along the region 
where this oasis has been placed on the maps, to a point nearly 40 miles beyond the latitude of the 
supposed Nezla. Now these lines of dunes, running within 15° of north-west, I met on the south and 
eastern side of Farafra, though they were not more than 100 to 150 feet high; lines of dunes continue 
south in their relative proportions of heights till they were found to have overwhelmed the ancient 
south-west road from Dakhla (Rohlfs R*egenfeld), and covered large tracts to east and south of Mut. 
It shows that there has been a large system of sand drift under the action of a prevalent wind, which, 
from the evidence of submerged villages to the eastern edge of its influence, argues an increased 
accumulation within historic times, so that it is probable that if such an oasis as Nezla existed 
formerly, it is probably now buried to a depth that would make its discovery very problematical. 

From Farafra the road to Bahria bears about 30° west of north in the depression for about 
30 miles at a continuous down gradient till at Ain Wadi.it reaches a point 110 feet below sea-level. 
The road is diversified by many curious freaks of nature, who using a system well known in the arts 
of the present day of sand polishing by wind force, has carved and polished the projecting masses of 
chalk into every conceivable shape. At one point it is like a statuary’s yard that has been partly 
demolished—roughly-hewn sphinxes recumbent, women in long cloaks and faces that seemed to 
simulate some of our well-known statesmen gifted with prominent features; at another one sees at a 
short distance an immense plain studded with conical hillocks so perfectly rounded and pointed as to 
give the exact appearance of an encampment of well-shaped tents, while the dazzling white of the 
chalk adds still more to the illusion. This is called by the guides El Kheyamia Es Sharg. Further 
on, instead of sharp points, the hills are rounded, and we have the picture of a great group of round 
lumps crowded together and perfectly symmetrical as if they had been turned out of a pudding mould. 
These are called the Hasawi El Asid, or stones of the bean pies, or stew. 

From here we rise to the plateau of Nummulitic limestone, but after about 20 miles descend again 
into the depression of Bahria, at the northern pouch of which lies Bawiti and the Oases of Bahria. 
Traces of vegetation and good soil is found as soon as it is entered, and a well, Ain Khaman, only used 
by passers-by, and conveniently situated on the road. The road bends here to the north-west, partly, 
I fancy, to avoid some straggling Settlements of Bedouins whose occupation is not strictly confined to 
agriculture. They have a very bad reputation, and our guide showed signs of considerable anxiety till 
we arrived in the little patch of verdure watered by the wells of Ain El Izzet, El Hassab, and Gharbi— 
a very small group of huts with perhaps twenty rather destitute inhabitants—not enough to be of 
much protection in case of danger if they had not had the advantage of the magic name of Sheikh 
Senussi, through a Zawya belonging to him, situated here. The town of (Bawiti) Kasr is reached after 
a journey of ten hours or so, and is picturesquely situated and more comfortably built than the other 
oases of the south. The ground slopes away from the rich mass of palm groves to the boundary cliffs, 
which are here more varied and broken in outline than elsewhere, presenting more the appearance 
of a range of mountains than the usual huge wliite wall that rears itself round Dakhla and 
Kharga. 

There are five Settlements comprised under the term of Bahria, the total population of which is 
given at 5,000 males. The inhabitants seem of a better physique, but admit that they are lazy-going 
and unenterprising, whilst for a considerable portion of the year they seem to spend most of their 
spare time in nursing an almost prevalent fever, the result, they say, of rice cultivation. It is like that 
of the other oases of a non-malignant type, but they were very grateful for a bottle of quinine, 
which bottle is now the only thing in the shape of a medicine or medicinal appliance that they 
possess. 

The principal—practically only—export is the date, which are considered of a superior quality. 
They consist of * kinds. 

They also grow fine olives, oranges, and other fruits, and there seems to be a considerable number 
of sheep, goats, and cattle. 

The number of wells is about 100, and water is found at a depth of from 30 to 40 metres. Owing 
to the greater pressure arising from the gradual slope of the beds, and the lower altitude of the locality 
above sea-level, it is of very considerable head, and running brooks met one everywhere walking 
through the town. Although the expense and labour of finding water is so inconsiderable, no boring 
appliance exists in the whole Settlement, whilst on all sides rock-cut conduits and well-tubed shafts 
give evidence of what has been done in early time, and what might be achieved in the future with a 
little application of energy and capital. Some of the most important sources are hot springs, e.g., Ain 
El Kadi, Ain Beshrna, and Ain Om El Uftilla. The latter is an ideal hot sand bath The sand that 
drifts into the opening is heaved up by the spring like a geyser, and then being deposited the water 
runs clear into an open pool, where it is dammed up in a basin in the rock. The Ain Beshrna, also a 
hot spring gushing up in a deep basin, but it has the additional advantage of a cold spring further up 
incleft in the rock, so that a hot bath and a cold dip could be taken at a distance of a few 
yards from one another. The temperature of all the streams is about the same—89 degrees to 
92 degrees. 

It is scarcely necessary to point out that the secret of prosperity, nay, the very condition of 
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existence on the oases, like the rest of Egypt and rainless countries generally, is the artificial water 
supply, and as the problem is solved in the Nile Valley by the floods, supplemented by the highest 
intelligence and enormous artificial contrivances, so in the oases it can only be successfully approached 
by a complete understanding and scientific management of what is probably the most gigantic and 
perfect system of natural waterworks in the world. So far, since the days of the gradual weakening 
and destruction of Roman power, the history of the oases as regards this first necessity has been a 
gradual shrinkage of the area of cultivation, and so far from increasing and developing their resources 
the inhabitants have not been able to hold their own against the ever encroaching euemy, the Desert. 
No one who lias visited these regions, or who has given any attention to their condition, will hesitate 
in admitting that the first essential step to working a change is a properly equipped and thoroughly 
organized geological survey, such that would form the basis of a complete and scientific system of well 
boring and irrigation. “ Give me water, and take gold ” is the cry of the people of all lands where 
nature is lavish in soil and sunshine, and leaves the finding of the third ingredient of wealth to the 
ingenuity and labour of man. The Ruler in Egypt to-day is a young man full of youthful energy and 
ambition, surrounded by loyal and intelligent experts. It would be hard to imagine a more worthy or 
natural ambition for a Khedive who sees before him the constructions with which his predecessors 
have yoked the Nile to the service of agriculture, earned the gratitude of their people, and the wonder 
of the world than to identify his name with a great national work by giving back prosperity to the 
oases of the Libyan Desert, and restoring to them their claim to the title given them by the Greeks in 
former days, “ The Islands of the Blessed.” 

(Signed) H. WELD BLUNDELL. 

Cairo, April 7,1894 


Appendix (B). 

To the Officer commanding Frontier Force. 

(Translation.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, 28 Shaban, 1311 {March 6, 1894). 

I BEG to report, for your information, the following: 

Having arrived at Dongola, I visited the Dervish camp, and ascertained the garrison to be as 
follows:— 

Jehad ia 1,000 

Judin .. ,. ,. •• .. •• .. •• i. .. 600 

Baggara 2,000 

HomrAraba .. .. .. •• •• •• .• 600 

Total.4,200 

The latter arrived the day before yesterday (4th March, 1894), seven flags in all, under the Emir 
Hamed Riggiat; but I heard from some people who have just come from Omdurman that nine flags 
more are on their way to Dongola. The strength of a flag is from 50 to 100 men. 

There are also in Dongola 1,200 camels, including the 200 which came with the reinforcements, 
but exclusive of those belonging to the inhabitants. The camels which Osman Azrak took to Murat 
are still suffering from the effects. The number of horses I estimate at 700, including 200 which came 
with the Ilomr Arabs. 

These numbers I have ascertained by attending all tho meetings, Friday parades, prayers in the 
mosque, receptions of arrivals, &c. 

The Dervishes are brave and active' here ; they all seem of one heart and one mind, even the 
youngest of them seeking death in the cause of religious victory; whenever Proclamations arrive from 
the Khalifa calling upon them to support the religion, they weep like widows and draw closer and 
closer to Mahdiism.* They only talk of the glory of dying in the cause of the Mahdi; and when he 
declared himself they cannot have been more than 13 years old. It was some of these whom Osman 
Azrak took with him when he attacked Murat, for I myself saw them on tjieir return. I also 
attribute this feeling to the fact that most of the Arabs who knew the Government in the old days 
have died, and of those who are left large numbers have been banished to Reggaf, or have been 
reduced to a state of poverty and degradation. 

The Khalifa and his representatives in various parts of the Soudan, such as Yunes, have absolute 
authority; no one dares to disobey them, but the natives who are employed in cultivating, and who are 
grievously oppressed, look eagerly for the return of the Government. 

The Dervishes intended advancing on Sliebb, and also on to the west bank towards Tomas, but 
they put it off for the present, as during Ramadan they neglect everything; even legal trials are not 
proceeded with, but I have located one of my men here, so that should any sudden movement take 
place whilst I am here, I will instantly send you word, and I hope to be able to give you ample 
warning in case of any important event taking place. 

The Emir s here who assist Yunes and are in his confidence are Mohammed Mahmud Eshaigi, his 
son-in-law, Osman Azrak, the Kadi Hassaballa, Mohammed Horra El Enkeriabi, Et Taher Eshak, and 
Ismail Khater. 

* This i is possibly due to the fact that tho reinforcements of Homr Arabs have only recently arrived from their country in the 
fhr West where they had heard of the Mahdi’s name and successes, but had no practical experience of the methods ho employed. If 
this be admitted, it will be understood that the fanaticism which the writer describes can hardly be denominated a general recru- 

desoeno* ef llahtUism.—•F. R. W. 
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The Dervish camp is situated on the west bank, and about half-an-hour distant from the river, but 
they have dug about 100 wells, from which they obtain drinking water. It takes an hour to go through 
the camp length ways, and half-an-hour across; Yunes lives in the centre of the camp near the 
mosque. The camp lies about three-quarters of an-hour to the north of the old Government town of 
Dongola. 

The east bank opposite the camp is uninhabited, and is called Es Salam, because from that point 
to the rocks in the Desert, about two hours distant, there are only salam and markh trees and halfa 
grass. This place is out of range from the camp for rifle, but not for shell, fire. On the west side of 
the camp are several khors in which camelmen could be concealed, but there are no large hills; further 
west is the Wadi El Kab where the Kababish Arabs live. The Wadi is four hours’ ride on a camel 
from the camp, but to the north end it is five hours. 

There are five ferry boats attached to the camp ; three of them will take four camels at a time, and 
the others two at a time. On Argo Island, opposite a place called Klomseid, there are six boats, three to 
take four camels, and three to take two camels. There are many large boats on the river, but they are 
always moving about from place to place collecting the grain tithes. 

I can give you no information about the Sukkot garrison, because I did not go there myself, and 
could not get any one to tell me about it; but I know that Hammuda is now directly under Yunes, 
and he can do nothing without his leave. A letter was received from him by Yunes saying that lie 
had sent out two trustworthy spies to obtain news about the Government. I think that they must 
have arrived at Haifa by this time; therefore keep a good watch, and do not let them return, for they 
might divulge my secrets: and, if possible, do not allow any refugees to return to the Soudan, for, 
when they come here, they always say that their escape is due to the Mahdi’s blessing, and not to the 
means for returning with which you provide them. 

The Italian victory over the Dervishes is quite true ; the Dervishes lost several killed and 
wounded. The numbers have been already reported by Secret Agent No. 1. 

The Emir Nur Angera was severely wounded, and is now dead. 

I heard that the Khalifa sent Osman Digna to Kassala with reinforcements. 

Secret Agent No. 1 has been put in prison. He was given some iron work to do, and some jealous 
people said he made away with part of the iron, and that he is a traitor. His case has not been settled 
yet, but I hope it will be soon. 

(Signed by a trustworthy Secret Agent.) 


No. 120. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Lord Cromer . 

(No. 28.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 21, 1894. 

WITH reference to the Coptic Mission to Abyssinia alluded to in your telegram 
No. 36 of the 7th ultimo and Sir C. Pord’s telegram of the 10th ultimo, Count 
Tornielli tells me that the Italian Government wish that the mission should proceed 
via Massowah, and that arrangements should be made previously in concert with 
Italian authorities at that place. 


No. 121. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 95.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 21, 1894. 

THE Italian Ambassador informed me to-day that his Government would he glad 
that the Coptic Mission, referred to in your Excellency’s telegram No. 20 of the 
10th ultimo, should go to Abyssinia, hut that they wished it to proceed by way of 
Massowah, and that arrangements should he concerted beforehand with the Italian 
authorities there. 

I have informed Lord Cromer accordingly by telegraph. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 
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No. 122. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 24.) 

(No. 62.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, April 24,1894. 

I SHALL he able, I think, to arrange to meet the wishes of the Italian Govern¬ 
ment in the matter of the Coptic Mission referred to in your Lordship’s telegram 
No. 28. After the Coptic Paster, which shortly takes place, the subject will be 
discussed. The idea of a mission to Abyssinia originated with the young Coptic 
party, who are on bad terms with the Patriarch; hence there has been some delay. 
If a mission were sent with no authority from the Patriarch, their cause would, as I 
pointed out, be thereby weakened. But the young Copts have, I understand, more or 
less succeeded in winning over His Holiness. 


No. 128. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Count Tornielli. 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office , April 25, 1894. 

I LOST no time in acquainting Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at 
Cairo with the wishes of the Italian Government in regard to the projected Coptic 
Mission to Abyssinia, as communicated to me by your Excellency on the 21st instant. 

I have the honour to inform you that I have received a telegram from Lord 
Cromer, expressing his hope of arranging matters in accordance with the desire of your 
Government, and stating that the subject will be considered in a few days, after the 
Coptic Easter. There has been some delay, owing to a difference between the 
Patriarch and the Copts who first conceived the idea of sending the mission, but Lord 
Cromer understands that this difference has now been adjusted. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


No. 124. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 27.) 

(Africa. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, April 27,1894. 

REP ERRING to your Lordship’s despatch No. 4, Africa, of the 20th instant, I 
am informed that the Egyptian Government has been requested by the Porte to 
furnish a map of those parts of the Soudan and the Equatorial Provinces which are 
comprised in the Egyptian territories. The War Office has been intrusted with this 
work. Major Wingate and I have discussed the matter, and we are inclined to avoid 
giving the information asked for, putting forward as the reason that no accurate map 
can be made, since the boundaries were never properly delimitated. 

Does your Lordship agree with these views ? If not, please inform me what line 
you would like me to adopt. Difficulties may, on the one hand, arise in the future if 
any map is furnished, while, on the other hand, you may consider it wise to encourage 
the Turks to assert their rights in order to make use of them in resisting Erench 
claims. 

If your Lordship desires it, a map could be made. 
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No. 125. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Lord Cromer. 

(Africa. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 28, 1894. 

WITH reference to your telegram of yesterday, it might he in many ways 
inconvenient to produce a map. It would be far preferable to give such an answer as 
you and Major Wingate suggest. A map is not necessary for the assertion of Turkish 
rights. 


No. 126. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 30.) 

(No. 63. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 19,1894. 

I HAVE the honour to forward a copy of a Confidential Memorandum which 
has been addressed to me by Sir Elwin Palmer on the subject of certain difficulties 
which have recently arisen between the Egyptian Government and the “ Caisse de 
la Dette Publique.” 

The facts are briefly as follows :— 

The Egyptian Government wished to reduce the land tax in the Province of 
Assiout, the revenues of which are pledged to the bondholders. It was impossible to 
carry this measure into effect without obtaining the previous consent of the 
Commissioners of the Debt. No one called in question the necessity of the reduction, 
but the newly-appointed Erench Commissioner, M. Louis, contended that the 
Commissioners should not assent unless they received a distinct understanding that 
they would for the future be consulted in respect to all reductions of taxation, whether 
in the affected or non-affected provinces. 

Article 8 of the Decree of the 2nd May, 1876, runs thus:— 

“ Le Gouvernement ne pourra, sans l’avis conforme des Commissaires qui dirigent 
la Caisse de la Dette Publique, pris h la majoritd, porter dans aucun des imp6ts 
spdcialement affeetds h la dette, des modifications qui pourraient avoir pour resultat 
une diminution de la rente de cet impfit.” 

Under Article 39 of the Decree of the 17th July, 1880 (the Law of Liquidation) 
this provision of the Decree of the 2nd May, 1876, still remains in force. 

It will be observed that the assent of the Commissioners is only required as 
regards any reduction in the “ impfits specialement affectes a la dette.” The text is 
clear. Up to the present time it has always received its natural interpretation. 
M. Louis’ contention is wholly at variance with the text and the spirit of the Law. It 
is manifestly based on a desire to extend very widely the powers of the “ Caisse de la 
Dette.” Were the Egyptian Government to agree to his proposal, no fiscal change of 
any kind would be possible without the consent of the Commissioners. Hence a very 
wide extension would he given to the principle of international government, which, 
even as it is, is sufficiently extended to obstruct most seriously the progress of reform 
in Egypt. 

The reasons which have induced the Erench Commissioner to put forward the 
views to which I have alluded above are sufficiently obvious. The case of the Italian 
Commissioner is different. Eor many years past it has been possible to carry on the 
financial w r ork of the Egyptian Government without coming into collision with the 
“ Caisse,” because the English, German, Austrian, and Italian Commissioners have 
voted on all important occasions together, thus leaving the Erench and Russian 
Commissioners in a minority. M. Morana’s action has displaced the normal condition 
of affairs. I do not say that M. Morana is animated by any political bias hostile 
to Egypt or to England, but there can be no doubt that he has habitually voted 
in favour of the Erench, and against his English, German, and Austrian colleagues. 
Thus, an equality of votes is produced, and in this particular case, had it not been that 
the Russian Commissioner detached himself from his Erench colleague, very great 
inconvenience would have ensued. 

The matter is one of importance, and I venture to suggest that a somewhat 
earnest representation should be made to the Italian Government on the subject. 

M. Morana is unquestionably a most difficult man to deal with, and the fact that, 
exclusive of the Erench Commissioner, he was practically in a minority of one in this 
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case is, I tliink, a sufficient proof that he is not exactly the man to represent Italian 
interests on the Commission of the Debt, always supposing that the Italian 
Government wishes, as I do not doubt is the case, to work in harmony with England, 
Germany, and Austria in connection with Egyptian affairs. I trust he may he 
removed, and some one else appointed in his place. I am of opinion that nothing 
short of his removal would meet the circumstances of the case. His Consul-General, 
I may observe, has, so far as I am able to judge, little or no control over him. 

I should wish to add some observations as regards the attitude of the Russian 
Commissioner, M. Jonine. He is, I believe, not on good terms with M. Koyander, his 
Consul-General, who is a violent Erancophile and Anglophobe. M. Jonine’s views are 
much more moderate. He is no strong partizan of the Eranco-Russian alliance. 
Hence, being agreed with the majority of his colleagues as regards the merits of this 
particular case, he eventually, in spite of strong pressure, detached himself from the 
Erench Commissioner, and thus obviated the harm which might otherwise have been 
done by the Italian vote. His action is noteworthy, but it is of course due, not to any 
change in Russian policy, but to M. Jonine’s personal opinions and predilections. I 
fear M. Jonine, who is now on leave, will not return to Egypt. Some one else will 
probably be appointed in his place. I do not suppose that any action on the part of 
Her Majesty’s Government is likely to prevent the change being made; nevertheless, 
I would venture to suggest that Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Eetersburgh might 
with advantage be informed of the facts in the somewhat improbable event of any 
action favourable to British interests in Egypt coming within the range of possibility. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) CROMER. 

E.S.—I should mention that Baron Richthofen, the German Commissioner, has 
been most helpful in settling the question discussed in this despatch. Without his 
help the Egyptian Government would have been placed in a position of some 
difficulty. 

C. 


Inclosure in No. 126. 

Memorandum, 

WE have lately had considerable difficulty in getting passed by the “ Caisse de 
la Dette ” the proposal to reduce the land tax in Assiout, one of the provinces which 
are affected to the Public Debt. The question itself was simple enough, and no one 
disputed the advisability of the reduction. 

The Erench Commissioner, who has lately been appointed, took the opportunity, 
however, of raising an important question of principle, viz., that the “ Caisse de la 
Dette ” should be consulted for all reductions of taxation, inasmuch as a reduction of 
even the non-affected revenues involved an increase of the deficit of those revenues, 
and consequently a decrease of the affected revenues, as the deficit of the non-affccted 
has to be met from the surplus of the affected revenue. . 

This question has never been previously raised, and the Government has always 
carried out reductions in the non-affected provinces without consulting the “ Caisse de 
la Dette.” The Law only lays down that the “ Caisse de la Dette” has to bo consulted 
when a reduction is proposed of any of the revenues affected to the debt. 

It is evident that if the Government were to accopt this view they would have 
their hands tied even more than they are already, and as the Law is in favour of the 
Government they could not of course yield. 

The Erench Commissioner was at first supported by the Russian Commissioner, 
though personally the Russian Commissioner did not agree with the Erench Com¬ 
missioner’s view. He considered himself obliged to support his Erench colleague on 
political grounds. Unfortunately the Italian Commissioner sided with the Erench 
Commissioner. 

The “ Caisse de la Dette ” is at all times a difficult machine to work with, and we 
have only boen able hitherto to get on by nearly always being sure of having four 
friendly votes. The present Italian Commissioner is very far from being friendly, 
and does not give us the help we might reasonably expect from him. The late 
Erench Commissioner, finding that he was almost always outvoted, latterly gave up 
to a very great extent his opposition to the different proposals submitted to the “ Caisse 


de la Dette” by the Government; and prior to the arrival of the present It alia n 
Commissioner we had many less difficulties with the “Caisse.” Tho Austrian 
Commissioner is also a difficult man to deal with, but he has now, I understand, 
received instructions from his Government to follow the English and German 
Commissioners, and we can therefore pretty well count upon his vote. The only 
possible way to get anything done by the “ Caisse de la Dette ” is for the Government 
to be sure of four votes; for the Erench and Russian Commissioners, for political 
reasons, invariably raise all sorts of objections, and these objections have naturally 
much greater weight if they receive the support of any of the other Commissioners. 

As regards the reduction of the land tax in Assiout, we ended by making a 
small concession, and thus obtaining the Russian Commissioner’s vote, who, personally, 
was only too anxious to help us; the Italian Commissioner held out to the end with 
the Erench Commissioner, and the proposal was carried by 4 votes to 2. 

(Signed) ELWIN PALMER. 

Cairo, April 18, 1894. 


No. 127. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 100. Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 7,1894. 

I TRANSMIT herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Agent and 
Consul-General in Egypt,* with regard to certain difficulties which have recently arisen 
between the Egyptian Government and the “ Caisse de la Dette Publique.” 

It appears that tho present Italian Commissioner, M. Morana, has habitually 
associated himself with the French Commissioner, in opposition to his English, German, 
and Austrian colleagues. I cannot think that in acting thus M. Morana is carrying 
out the wishes of his Government. 

In the present instance to which Lord Cromer refers serious inconvenience would 
have been caused had it not been for the fact that the Russian Commissioner found 
himself unable to support the view taken by the Erench Commissioner. 

I have to request that your Excellency will take an opportunity of mentioning to 
Baron Blanc the embarrassment caused by the proceedings of the present Italian 
Commissioner of the Debt, and express a hope that his Excellency may find it possible 
to replace M. Morana by some person who may bo more conciliatory, and more 
disposed to act in concert with Her Majesty’s Representative in accordance with the 
policy of the Italian Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


No. 128. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Mr. Gosselin. 

(No. 132. Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 7,1894. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch from 
Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Cairo,* with regard to certain difficulties 
which have recently arisen between the Egyptian Government and the “ Caisse de la 
Dette.” 

Lord Cromer mentions the great assistance rendered by the German Commissioner 
of the Debt in the settlement of the question dealt with in his despatch. 

I have to request that you will express to the German Government the sense 
entertained by Her Majesty’s Government of the friendly conduct of Baron 
Richthofen. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


[773] 3 A 








180 


No. 129. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Mr. Howard. 


No. 118. Confidential.) 

i _ Foreign Office, May 7,1894. 

_ I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt,* on the subject of certain difficulties 
which have recently arisen between the Egyptian Government and the “ Caisse de 
la Dette Publique.” 

You will notice the remarks made by Lord Cromer with regard to M. Jonine, the 
Russian Commissioner, whose departure is to be regretted in view of the conciliatory 
attitude he has always maintained. 

I leave it to your discretion to decide whether you can with advantage make any 
communication to the Russian Government in the sense indicated by his Lordship. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


No. 130. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received May 14.) 

(No. 72.) 

My Lord, Cairo , May 3, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Mr. Consul Barnham respecting Arab disputes near the 
Italo-Egyptian frontier. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 130. 
Consul Barnham to Lord Cromer. 


My Lord, Suahin, April 24,1894. 

PROM the long interval which has elapsed since the date of my last report, 
your Lordship will be aware that this district has remained absolutely without any 
disturbing incident hitherto. 

At a distance within 30 miles south of Agig there have been conflicts between 
the Habab Arabs who are settled on either side of the frontier, and one rather serious 
fight in which eight men were killed and as many wounded. This, a condition of 
things brought about by the theft of some camels, occurred more than three weeks 
ago, and Colonel Hunter has proceeded to Agig to try and effect a settlement of the 
dispute. I have not yet heard from him, but I believe the matter should present no 
difficulties. Colonel Hunter is expected to return here on the 28th instant, and will 
leave Suakin on the expiration of his command on the 2nd proximo. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY D. BARNHAM. 


No. 131. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolf to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received May 14.) 

(No. 141 . Confidential.) 

My Lord, Madrid , May 8,1894. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 60, Confidential, of the 13th ultimo, on the subject of projected sanitary reforms 
in Egypt. 

• No. 126. 
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In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions I have this day addressed a note to 
the Spanish Government acquainting them with the course which Her Majesty’s 
Government intend to adopt with regard to the proposals made by the Egyptian 
Government, and I have at the same time expressed the appreciation felt by Her 
Majesty’s Government of the desire evinced by Senor Moret to act in concert with 
Great Britain in these matters. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) H. DRUMMOND WOLFF. 


No. 132. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received May 14.) 

(No. 66.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, May 14, 1894. 

I HEAR from Sir Elwin Palmer, who is now at Alexandria, that the Khedive has 
received a telegraphic message from the Sultan recommending him to abandon his 
proposed visit to Europe. His Highness has replied that he has already announced his 
visit to the Courts of St. James’, Paris, and Vienna, and has respectfully begged to be 
informed of the reasons for His Imperial Majesty’s advice. Nubar Pasha is of opinion 
that the Sultan’s action is due to French influence. 


No. 133. 

Sir P. Currie to the Earl of Kimberley. —( Received May 19.) 

(No. 60.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, May 19, 1894, 10‘20 p.m. 

I HAVE just received the following message from the Sultan, sent by His 
Imperial Majesty’s orders by Sureya Pasha, respecting the proposed journey to Europe 
-of the Khedive, of which His Majesty has heard with regret. 

If, before going to England, the Khedive intends to visit Prance, the Sultan 
thinks that Her Majesty’s Government may possibly feel some irritation at any 
honours which may be paid to him there, or at the fact that, while the real object of 
his journey is London, he should stop at all in Prance or anywhere else. 

Should the Khedive on the other hand decide to go to England first, demonstra¬ 
tions and possibly popular ovations will probably be made in his honour by the British 
public which the Government could not prevent, although they would be in no way 
responsible for, or associated with, them. The Sultan, too, would be deeply grieved 
should the British public treat the Khedive as a Prince or Sovereign. 

A bad effect would equally be produced if, after visiting England, the Khedive 
returned through Prance, for either the French might attompt to outdo the British 
reception of His Highness, or else might entirely ignore him. 

It is for the purpose of restoring order and maintaining tranquillity, the Sultan’s 
message goes on, that Egypt is temporarily occupied by England, and Her Majesty’s 
Government have always declared this to be the case, but if the Ruler of the country 
can go away on a long and distant journey, how can it be said that order is not 
restored or that tranquillity does not exist ? It is true that the Khedive left the 
country to come to Constantinople last year, but it was the Sovereign Power Avhicli, as 
His Majesty points out, took the responsibility of throwing the maintenance of order 
on the British troops in occupation. (This argument seems to require explanation, 
but Sureya Pasha was unable to furnish any.) 

The message ended by saying that as His Imperial Majesty had no opportunity 
of impressing his views on the Khedive, he most urgently begged me to telegraph to 
your Lordship and to Lord Rosebery not to encourage this journey, which is, in the 
Sultan’s opinion, ill-timed and ill-advised, and would cause a great deal of comment. 

I have communicated the foregoing to Lord Cromer. 
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No. 134. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received May 20.) 

(No. 68. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo , May 20, 1894. 

WITH reference to Sir Philip Currie’s telegram of yesterday to your Lordship, I 
should state that in my opinion we cannot well discourage the Khedive’s visit as 
matters now r are. One reason for this is that the time for such discouragement is 
past. Could not the matter he arranged by sending to the Sultan a very courteous 
message to the effect that in receiving the Khedive great care will he taken to avoid 
any cause of offence? The Turkish Ambassador, for instance, would, I presume, 
take precedence of His Highness. Moreover, it might he explained that, before 
learning anything of His Majesty’s views on the subject, the Khedive had, of his own 
accord, expressed a wish to pay his respects to the Suzerain before his return to this 
country. 

I have repeated this telegram to Sir Philip Currie. 


No. 135. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received May 21.) 

(No. 74.) 

My Lord, Cairo, May 13,1894. 

I 'HAVE the honour to forward herewith, to your Lordship, extracts from the 
“Official Journal” of the 12th instant containing a correspondence which has arisen 
between the Egyptian Government, the President of the Behera Irrigation Company, and 
the Controllers of the Daira Sanieh, on the subject of the sale of some lands, termed the 
Bessendila Estate Lands, to the Behera Irrigation Company. 

The facts of the case are as follows:— 

Before the British occupation, arrangements were made by the Egyptian Government 
■with the Behera Irrigation Pumping Company to supply the Government with pumps to 
facilitate the irrigation of the Nile Delta. 

On Sir C. Scott-MoncriefFs appointment he came to the conclusion, after a year-and- 
a-lialf’s observation, that it would be more satisfactory, if possible, to repair the “ barrage ” 
than to extend the pumping system. 

This work was carried out eventually with success, but Sir C. Scott-Moncrieff found 
that the Egyptian Government were saddled with a Contract with the Behera Company to 
supply the Government with pumps, at the rate of 27,000/. per annum, until the year 
1900, when the Contract was to cease, if the Egyptian Government were so disposed, on 
the payment by the Government to the Company of 110,000/. Had the pumping system 
been eventually adopted in place of repairing the “ barrage,” pumps would have been 
supplied on a much larger scale. The result, however, has been that the Company has 
received 27,000/. per annum from the Egyptian Government, for some years past, for 
nothing, as the pumping system was abandoned. 

The Bessendila Estate Lands were lately put up for sale by the Da'ira Sanieh 
Administration, and it had been practically arranged that this land should be bought by the 
Irrigation Company, who were of opinion that they could work it at an exceptional 
advantage to themselves. The Company intimated that they were prepared to discount 
their rights at G per cent., on the condition of the lands being sold to them. 

The details of this arrangement are contained in the note (extract 2) from the 
Ministry of Finance to the Council of Ministers. 

It will suffice for me to say that the Ministry of Finance are prepared to pay to the 
Company a sum of 214,914/., being the present value of the 27,000/. annuity, and the 
prospective 110,000/. payable in 1900, discounted at 6 per cent. 

However, when the estate was put up for auction the Behera Company were outbid 
by a group of native capitalists, who offered £ E. 275,000 for the property. 

The Egyptian Government has publicly reserved to itself the right of refusing or 
rejecting any offer for Da'ira land, even after an auction, and this right they determined to 
exercise in the case in question, and handed over the estate to the Behera Company. 

The native group complained of the procedure, but the Egyptian Government has 
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decided to offer them some Domain land, termed the Belhas Estate, which will shortly be 
for sale, and the affair, if thus arranged, will be satisfactory for the Egyptian Government. 

The whole matter has given rise to an amount of acrimonious discussion quite beyond 
the intrinsic merits of the case. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 135. 

Extract from the Egyptian “ Journal Officiel ” of May 12,1894. 


( 1 .) 

A M. le President de la Socidte Anonyme d’lrrigation dans le Bdhdra : 

M. le President, Ministere des Finances , Le Caire, le 2 Mai, 1894. 

L’ADMINISTRATION de la Da'ira Sanieh vient de soumettre & l’approbation du 
Gouvernement le resultat des enchfcres du Teftiche de Bessendila, qui ont atteint le prix de 
£E. 274,000. 

Avant de prendre une decision, le Gouvernement desirerait avoir une rdponse de 
votre Socidtd au sujet des pourparlers engages avec elle depuis le mois de Mars en vue de 
la r^siliation de son contrat de Concession pour l’alimentation des Canaux du Katatbeh et 
du Mahmoudieh. 

Aux termes de ce Contrat, le Gouvernement est tenu de payer 4 votre Soctetd une 
subvention de £ E. 26,320 par an jusqu’4 la fin de la campagne de 1900, et 4 cette date 
aurait 4 verser, en outre, pour le rachat de la Concession, une somme de £ E. 110,351. 

Le Gouvernement desirant se lib6rer de ces charges par un rachat immddiat, votre 
Socidtd a repondu qu’elle n’y consentirait qu’4 condition quelle recevrait des terres en 
^change au lieu d’un paiement en esp&ces. 

Le Teftiche de Bessendila pr&entant toutes les conditions voulues, le Gouvernement 
vous offre, si vous voulez l’accepter, de desintdresser directement la Daira et de vous 
remettre le Teftiche en paiement du rachat de votre Concession sur la base, bien entendu, 
de l’offre la plus dlevde obtenue aux ench4res, et de l’escompte 4 6 pour cent des sommes 
dues dans l’avenir par le Gouvernement, aux termes du contrat de Concession. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Sign**) A. MAZLOUM. 


( 2 .) 

Note au Conseil des Ministres. 

Au mois de Mars dernier, la Socidte' dTrrigation du Bdhdra s’adressait & 1’Admini- 
stration de la Da'ira Sanieh, en vue d’obtenir la mise en vente de 122,000 feddans environ 
de terres, en majeure partie incultes, situ^es 5 Bessendila, Moudirieh de Gharbieh. La 
Daira Sanieh s’informa alors aupr&s du Minist&re des Finances pour savoir si le Gouverne¬ 
ment £tait dispose k approuver la vente en question, au cas oii un prix convenable serait 
obtenu. 

Dans ces circonstances, le Minist&re n’hesita pas a encourager la Daira a proceder 4 
^adjudication des terres pr&itdes; il n’ignorait pas, en effet, que le Gouvernement avait 
toujours conseille la vente de toutes le terres que la Da'ira Sanieh ne pouvait utiliser pour 
la culture de la canne k sucre ndeessaire 4 ses usines, et, en second lieu, le Minist4re 
considfrait que la mise en rapport de pareilles terres ne pouvait s’effectuer qu’4 l’aide 
d’importants travaux d’ensemble, canaux, masrafs, et autres, qui exigent des ressources 
considerables. 

L’avis de mise en vente fut done public d4s le 11 Avril. 

Cependant, la Socidte dTrrigation de Behera etant une Society Anonyme ayant pour 
objet I’eldvation de l’eau ndeessaire k l’irrigation, ne pouvait, sans l’approbation du 
Gouvernement, etendre ses operations ou les transformer en exploitation de terres. 

D’autre part, le Contrat qui lie le Gouvernement k la Socidt^ pour l’alimentation des 
[778] 3 B 
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Canaux Katatbeh et Mahmoudieh, etant devenu ondreux, par suite des progrds realises 
dans l’irrigation depuis quelques annees, la ndcessitd du rachat de ce Contrat avait dtd ddja 
deDuis deux ans le suiet de la consideration du Ministdre des Finances. . 

P Le iiroiet d’acquisition des terres de Bessendila par la Societd fourmt au Mimstdre 
une occasion propice d’atteindre ie but qu’il se proposait. C’est ainsi que des pourparlers* 
furent engages avec la Socidte concessionnaire, en lui laissant entendre que 1 autonsation 
du Gouvernement A la modification de ses Statute, resterait subordonnee A la rdsihation, 
dans des conditions acceptables, du Contrat Katatbeh-Atfeh. 

DWs ce Contrat, qui remonte si 1880 et qui a e't 6 modifidavantageusement en 
1883, le Gouvernement est tenu de payer par mensualites, et jusqu en 1915, une somme 
annuelle minima de £ E. 26,320, alors meme que e fonctionnement des machines 
advatoires ne serait pas requis; toutefois, la faculte a ete reservee au Gouvernement de 
racheter le Contrat et d’entrer en possession des installations a la date dela fin de la ciue 
de 1’annde 1900, moyennant paiement a la Socidtd d une somme de £ E. 1 0,351. 

Or l’amdlioration du regime de Irrigation dans la region, autrefois desservie a 1 aide 
des nomnes de Katatbeh, rendant aujourd’hui inutile Pemploi de ces machines, la 
continuation du versement ’annuel * la sicidtd de £ E. 26,320 constitue dvidemment une 
charge pour ainsi dire gratuite dont incontestablement le Gouvernement a tout mterdt A 

fie deg sti lationg du Contrat, si le Gouvernement vent user de son droit de 

rachat qu’il ne pent exercer que vers la fin de Pan nee 1900, ses paiements A partir d au- 

iourd’hui s’dldveront a £ E. 277,044. , . ... . , x , 

q nr cette base les ndgociations dtaient fort difficiles, cependant le Mimstdre des 

Finances a pu pamtnir a une entente sur le rachat imnuSdiat du Contrat moyennant un 

escompte de 6 pour cent, ce qui represente une somme de £ B. 214,914. 

Sur ces entrefaites, it la suite de l'avis de raise en vente des terres de Bessend.la les 
. nni envent lieu le l cr Mai courant sur une rnise A pnx de £ E. 244,000, 
atteignireiit la somme de £ E. 274,000 offerte par Abdou Bey El Bablie et Cie payable 
20 nour cent au oomptant et le reste en dix annuity portant intent a 5 pour cent 

Cette vente vestant neanmoins subordonnee a l’approbation du Conseil des Mmistres, 
les brands avantages de 1’operation ci-dessus exposde du rachat du Contrat de la Societd 
d’Irngation du Bdhdrah ne sauraient echapper a la consideration du Conseil, et le Mmistere 
des Finances a l’honneur de proposer que le Gouvernement s attnbue les terres dont il 
s’agit moyennant le versement A la Dalra Sameh de la mime somme atteinte par les 

encheres mais en elfectuant ce paiement au comptant. ... 

Pour nourvoir a ce paiement le Ministdre des Finances rdaliserait une partie des titres 
du fonds de reserve special qui sont placds en Consolidds Anglais, ne rapportant que 


P< Le Ministdre se trouverait ainsi en mesure de mener a bonne fin et dans dexcellentes 
mnrlitions le rachat d’un Contrat ondreux dont la rdsiliation s’impose. 

An taux d’escompte d.e 6 pour cent, [’operation est tel ement favorable que le 
Minist^re n’hisite pas a la recommancler fortoment it 1 approbation du Conseil, en effet, 
ks annuitds des chemins de fer de la Haute.figvpte ont etd rachet&s aS pour cent par la 
Caisse de la Dette, et mSme it ce taux, l’affaire proposde serait encore trts avantageuse pour 

le Tresor. Le Ministre des Finances, 

(Signe) A. MAZLOUM. 

Le Caire , le 2 Mai , 1894. 


(3.) 

A son Excellence Ahmed Mazloum Pacha, Ministre des Finances: 

Prdsidence du Conseil des Ministres, 

... rniUffiiP Alexandrie, le 9 Mai, 1894. 

M * ^Le Conseil des Mtoistres, dans sa seance du 6 Mai, 1894, a pris connaissance de la 
. vf T^ Excellence en date du 2 courant.au sujet du rachat immddiat du Contrat de 
la Socidte deBehdrah pour 1’alimentation des Canaux Katatbeh et Mahmoudieh, rachat qui 
R^ctfectuerait moyennant la dation en paiement du Teftiche de Bessendila A la dite 

S ° Cl Prenant en consideration les avantages considerables qui resulteront pour le Gouverne- 

ment CoVsiTeranti°en Pr outre, que les travaux de drainage dejA effectues ainsi que ceux 
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nouvellement ddcidds pour la Province de Bdherah, entrainent pour le Gouvernement la 
ndcessitd de pourvoir au maintien du niveau du Lac Mariout; 

Que par suite de l’arrangement proposd antdrieurement avec la Societd de Bdherah, 
le Gouvernement entrant en possession immediate du matdriel de la dite Socidtd pour 
l’dldvation des eaux, qu’il pourra utiliser en partie sur le Lac Mariout, dvitera ainsi I’acqui- 
sition de nouvelles pompes, et rdalisera de ce chef une dconomie considerable; 

Le Conseil approuve le rachat du Contrat de la Societe de Behdrah aux conditions indi- 
qudes dans la note susvisde, et autorise, en consdquence, votre Excellence it signer A cet 
effet tous actes et documents ndeessaires. 

D’autre part, attendu que MM. El Babli et Cie. ont concouru aux encheres des terres 
de Bessendila, et qu’ils ont presentd la dernidre offre aux dites enchdres, 

Le Gouvernement, dans un esprit d’encourageinent au developpement. des Societds 
d’entreprises indigdnes, consent a se prdvaloir des dispositions de 1’Article 29 du cahier 
des charges des terres Domaniales, pour libdrer les terres du Teftiche de Belcas, en vue 
de les ceder, movennant paiement au comptant du prix fixd au dit cahier des charges, A 
MM. El Babli et Cie. 

Le Conseil autorise dgalement votre Excellence a faire toutes diligences pour l’exdcu- 
tion de cette ddcision. 


Veuillez, &c. 

Le President du Conseil des Ministres, 

(Signe) N. NUBAR. 


(4.) 

A Messieurs les Contr51eurs de la Da’ira Sanieh : 

Messieurs, Ministere des Finances, Le Caire, le 9 Mai, 1894. 

Par votre lettre en date du 1" Mai courant vous me faites connaltre que le Teftiche 
de Bessendila ayant dtd mis aux encheres, la derniere offre s’est 61evde h £ E. 274,000, 
payable le 20 pour cent comptant et le reste en dix annuites. 

Vous ajoutez que ce prix vous parait satisfaisant et vous me demandez, en 
consequence, de vouloir bien, apr&s avoir pris l’avis de MM. les Commissaires de la Caisse 
de la Dette, membres du Conseil Supdrieur de la Daira Sanieh, soumettre la dite offre 
d’achat h 1’acceptation du Conseil des Ministres. 

Au re£u de votre lettre, j’ai effectivement portd ^ la connaissance de MM. G. Louis et 
A. Money les offres dont s’agit, en les informant, en meme temps, que le Gouvernement 
se reservait, soit d'approuver la vente, soit de reprendre pour son compte les terres du dit 
Teftiche, auquel cas il verserait comptant h la Da'irala somme de £ E. 274,000 representant 
l’offre la plus 61ev6e, prix que ces messieurs ont reeonnu acceptable. 

Or le Conseil des Ministres vient de se prononcer pour la derniere de ces solutions, 
e’est-h-dire, que le Gouvernement versera au comptant a la Daira Sanieh la somme de 
£ E. 274,000, moyennant le paiement de laquelle la Daira donnera main-levee de toutes 
inscriptions pouvant grever les dites terres au profit des porteurs, et le Teftiche sera ainsi 
remis franc et libre de toutes hypoth&ques ou charges quelconques A la disposition du 
Gouvernement. 

Cette mesure comportant le paiement imm&liat de l’intdgralitd du prix des terres 
constitue un avantage pour la Daira et est en m6me temps favorable aux interets du 
Gouvernement. 

Depuis longtemps, en effet, le Minist&re des Finances se preoccupait d’obtenir la 
rdsiliation immediate des contrats qui lient le Gouvernement A la Societd d’Irrigation de 
Behdrah, pour 1’alimentation des canaux Katatbeh et Mahmoudieh; la Socidtd s’y dtait 
toujours refusee, mais h la suite de nouveaux pourparlers, elle a enfin consenti h entrer 
dans les vues du Gouvernement, sous la condition absolue qu’elle recevrait.A titre de 
dation en paiement le Teftiche de Bessendila. 

Par cet arrangement, le Gouvernement obtient de se liberer immddiatement d’un 
Contrat ondreux qu’il n’aurait pu, aux termes des Conventions, racheter qu’h la fin de la 
campagne 1900. 

En consdquence, j’ai l’honneur de vous informer que le Gouvernement tient A la 
disposition de la Daira la somme de £ E. 274,000. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signd) A. MAZLOUM. 
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No 136. 


India Office to Foreign Office. —( Received May 22.) 

f India Office , May 22, 1894. 

* WITH reference to your letter of the 16th March, I am desired by Mr. Fowler to 

J _ XI T>__i. A jL l-inci lionn linotllo nVifoin ftmr rWAQlflVA. 


sn has been unable to obtain any positive 
1 the consignments of guns alleged by the 
shipped from Obokh. 

Banabila is an Arab merchant who used to 
favour with the French, and has practically 

replaced Burham Abubekr Pasha at Jibi ti. 

3. No such places as Medi and Jo lera exist, so far as known, in Somaliland or 
Abyssinia, or the regions thereabouts. . lut “ Maieti ” is an obscure landing-place on 
the Arabian coast, in the district of Bani Merwan, and a noted smuggling place, while 
“ Az-Zuhra ” is a village some way inlanc, and south of Lohayya, spelt “ Zehere ” in the 
recent map of South-west Arabia. It is believed that arms and ammunition are 
largely smuggled along this Arabian coa t for sale to the Arabs, and, in the opinion of 
the Resident at Aden, it is not improba le that the consignments indicated were sent 
to Arabia, where a fresh rising of the Ai ibs in Yemen and the Asiree district has just 


acquaint you that the Resident at A 
information regarding the destination c 
Italian Government to have been recentl 
2. General Jopp states that Rusan 
trade at Aden in coffee. He is in great 


been reported. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


No. 137. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 31.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 22,1894. 

HER Majesty’s Government have carefully considered the Sultan’s communica¬ 
tion to you respecting the Khedive’s visit, as recorded in your telegram No. 60 of the 

19th instant. , _ 

His Highness’ proposed visit to Paris on his way to London does not seem to Her 
Majesty’s Government to be likely to cause inconvenience, and it appears to them 
Tery proper that, in order to pay his respects to the Sultan, the Khedive should on his 
return journey visit Constantinople. 

The Sultan may be assured that in the Khedive’s reception here great care will be 
taken to avoid anything which could give His Majesty cause of offence. 

Please inform His Majesty accordingly. 


No. 138. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received May 23.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. . „ Ceiro, May 23, 1894. 

IN consequence of a strike having occurred among the Port Said coalheavers, some 
apprehension is entertained lest disturbances should break out in the town. Reinforce¬ 
ments have been dispatched to the police. The Inspector-General of Police, Colonel 
Settle, proceeds to Port Said this evening. I have requested the Commander ot Her 
Majesty’s ship “Fearless,” which was on the point of leaving, to postpone his departure 
for a short while. 


No. 139. 

Sir P. Currie to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received May 23.) 

(No. 63.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, May 23, 1894,11*15 a.m. 

YESTERDAY evening I caused your Lordship’s answer, contained in your 
telegram No. 31 respecting the Khedive’s journey, to be communicated to the Palace. 


No. 140. 

Sir P. Currie to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received May 23.) 

(No. 64.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, May 23, 1894, 7*30 p.m. 

THE following reply to the message respecting the Khedive’s journey, which by 
your Lordship’s instructions I caused to be delivered yesterday, was dictated to 
Mr. Block by the Sultan’s First Secretary on behalf of His Imperial Majesty :— 

“To safeguard the interests of the Ottoman Empire is before God and man 
the duty of the Sultan, and to anything contrary to such interests he must call 
attention. 

“ Professions of friendly disposition towards Turkey have lately been made by the 
British Government. 

“ The Ambassador has on more than one occasion expressed his desire to further 
the interests of the Sultan, and has intimated that he is always ready to listen to the 
wishes of His Imperial Majesty, and represent them to Her Majesty’s Government, and 
expressed the hope that in order to prevent any misunderstanding the Sultan would 
freely communicate his wishes. 

“Consequently the Sultan had gone at some length into the arguments and 
considerations which in his opinion clearly proved the undesirability of the Khedive’s 
proposed journey, and had made known his views in detail. 

“ The curtness of the reply of Her Majesty’s Government had therefore surprised 
and hurt His Imperial Majesty; their message indeed contains no real answer to the 
Sultan’s communication. 

“In expecting a further reply, His Majesty feels himself justified by the 
insufficiency of the answer; lie will then be able to consider what his next action 
should be.” 

A conversation then ensued between Sureya Pasha and Mr. Block. The former, 
after repeating one by one the arguments used in the former message from the Sultan 
as to the reception of the Khedive in England and in France, said that no answer had 
been given to them. Referring to the Khedive’s absence from Egypt, he said that the 
inference which might bo drawn was that England’s task was completed, and that it 
would be difficult for Turkey to find an answer should any foreign Power make an 
observation to that effect. He also expressed surprise that Her Majesty’s Government’s 
message should refer to a visit by the Khedive to Constantinople, ’ as the Sultan’s 
previous communication had made no mention of it. 

Sureya Pasha, who throughout was evidently quoting the Sultan’s own words, 
ended by again stating that this journey was in the highest degree objectionable to the 
Sultan. 


No. 141. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 30.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 23, 1894. 

I CONCUR in the opinion expressed in your telegram No. 68 of the 20th instant, 
that it is too late to discourage the visit of the Khedive. 

Sir P. Currie has been so informed by telegraph, and requested to make the 
communication suggested by you to the Sultan, without, however, alluding to the 
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Khedive’s spontaneous desire to visit Constantinople, as I understand from Sir 
P. Currie that any such reference would not he viewed with favour by His Majesty. 


No. 142. 


The Earl of Kimberley to Sir P. Currie. 

{No. 32.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 25,1894. 

I GATHER with great regret from your Excellency’s telegram No. 64 of the 23rd 
instant that my message appeared to the Sultan an insufficient reply to His Majesty s 
communication relating to the Khedive’s proposed visit to Europe.. 

You may assure His Majesty that the friendly character of his message was fully 
appreciated by Her Majesty’s Government, and that it was only owing to their anxiety 
to avoid any appearance of controversy that they did not reply at length to His 
Majesty’s objections. 

Her Majesty’s Government believe it is the Khedive’s wish, for reasons of health 
and personal convenience, that ceremonies and display should be avoided during his 
stay here. His Highness intends that his visits to Paris and London shall be short, 
and, so far as we are aware, he will on his return travel straight to Vienna without 

stopping at Paris. # , .. 

His Highness’ proper position and relations with the Turkish Ambassador are well 
known to us, and we propose in this respect to follow the precedents of Ismail Pasha’s 
visit to London, which gave the Suzerain Power no cause of offence or anxiety. 

As regards the Khedive’s absence from Egypt on the occasion of this brief visit. 
Her Majesty’s Government consider that it cannot be held to prove more than an 
already established and evident fact that present arrangements in that country offer 
perfect security for the Khedivial authority and the rights of the Suzerain Power. 

It is clearly desirable that our relations with the Khedive should be kept on the 
best footing, both in the interest of the Sultan and our own, and an attempt on our 
part to oppose His Highness’ wish to come to this country on a a short visit would have 
borne an appearance of want of friendliness. 

I only referred to the Khedive’s intention of visiting Constantinople on his return 
journey because the Sultan in his communication alluded to the stay which His 
Highness had made there last year. The Khedive’s wish to be allowed to pay his 
respects at Constantinople on his way home was known to us, and this intention 
appeared to us not only desirable in itself, but of a nature calculated to remove 
whatever erroneous impressions might otherwise have been produced. 

Her Majesty’s Government are grateful to the Sultan for his intimation of the 
points which appear to His Majesty to require special attention. They hope that these 
observations will convince His Majesty that to have opposed or declined His Highness’ 
proposal would have been neither reasonable nor. courteous, but you may assure the 
Sultan that the greatest care will be taken to avoid the occurrence of any incident 
which could be distasteful to His Majesty. 


The Earl of Kimberle I to Count Tornielli. 


Your Excellency, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you tlj 
made by your Excellency on the 12th Mat 
for India has endeavoured to ascertain tin 
guns which were reported to your Govemm 

The Aden authorities, to whom referei 
any definite information on the subject. 

They state that Ilusan Banabila, who 
purchaser of the arms, is an Arab merchant 1 
is in great favour with the Erench, and hi 
Pasha at Jibuti. 

As regards Medi and Johera, to which 
been sent, the Aden authorities are unable to 


Foreign Office , May 28, 1894. 
it, in accordance with the verbal request 
;h last, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
destination of the large consignments of 
[nt to have been sold at Obokh. 
be was made, have been unable to obtain 

ks mentioned by your Excellency as the 
who used to trade in coffee at Aden. He 
k practically replaced Burliam Abubekr 

■places the guns were reported to have 
i trace any such localities in Somaliland or 
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Abyssinia, or in the adjoining regions. Thuy mention, however, that there is an obscure- 
landing-place called “ Maieti ” on the Aralian coast, in the district of Bani Merwan, 
which is a place noted for smuggling, and that there is a village named “ Az-Zuhra,” or 
“ Zehere,” some way inland, and south of BLohayya. 

They believe that arms and ammunition are largely smuggled along this part of 
the Arabian coast for sale to the Aral s, and consider it not improbable that the 
consignments referred to were sent to A *abia, where a fresh rising of the Arabs in 
Yemen and the ’Asiree district has recent y taken place. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


No. 144. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received May 29.) 

(No. 89. Confidential.) 

My Lord, , Rome, May 20, 1894. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 100, Confidential, of the 
7th instant, with regard to certain difficulties which have recently arisen between the 
Egyptian Government and the “ Caisse de la Dette Publique,” I have the honour to 
inform your Lordship that I have ascertained from Baron Blanc, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, that he is very far from approving the attitude assumed by Signor Morana, the- 
Italian Commissioner on that Board. 

His Excellency is quite prepared that Signor Morana should be withdrawn from 
his post, and that some other person should be appointed in his stead whose views on 
Egyptian matters might be more in harmony with those entertained by the Italian 
Government, which his Excellency declared were to act in perfect concert with the 
British Representative at Cairo. 

His Excellency is in communication on the subject with Signor Pausa, the Italian 
Consul-General at Cairo, and steps have been taken with the Khedivial Government 
for Signor Morana’s recall. 

Baron Blanc stated that the nomination of Commissioners on the Board of the 
Egyptian Public Debt rested with the Khedivial Government, and that he trusted 
to receive shortly an official communication from the latter respecting the necessity 
of replacing Signor Morana by some other Commissioner. 

Baron Blanc added that when the communication reached his hands he proposed 
replying to it officially, stating that the Italian Government were ever desirous of 
establishing an understanding (“ entente”) between the Italian Commissioner and the 
Khedivial Government, and that no objection would be raised by him to a fresh 
nomination being proceeded with. At the same time, the Italian Government would 
declare that they placed full confidence in the justness of the Khedivial Government 
to see that Signor Morana was fairly treated, as he had (Baron Blanc thought) a right 
to receive a year’s salary on vacating his post. 

Baron Blanc then informed me that Signor Morana had declared that he would 
not resign voluntarily, and had threatened, were ho to be summarily dismissed, that 
he would make it the subject of “a political question.” 

Baron Blanc told me, in strict confidence, that if such a threat had been made, 
he believed it must have originated from advice given to Signor Morana by his Erench 
colleague. 

Thus the matter stands for the present, and I shall await an intimation (which 
the Minister has promised to give me) of the nature of the Khedivial Government’s 
communication before addressing your Lordship again on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed! FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


No. 145. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Kimberley .— {Received May 31.) 

(No. 96. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Rome, May 28,1894. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Baron Blanc, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, has inquired of me on one or two occasions whether I could give him any infor- 
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mation relative to the movements of Abbas Pasha, Khedive of Egypt, and to His 
Highness’ projected trip this summer to France and England. 

I have replied that I knew nothing beyond what I had seen in the public news- 

PaPe Baron Blanc would be pleased if the Khedive’s itinerary could be so modified as to 
embrace a visit to Italy. His Excellency considers that the shortest and most conve¬ 
nient route for the Khedive to take in going to Europe would be vifi, Brindisi and Rome, 
and that it would be regarded as a compliment in Italy were His Highness to favour the 

country by a visit. ... 

The Italian Government would also be pleased to see His Highness pass this way, 
considering the exceedingly cordial and friendly relations which exist between the 

Khedivial and Italian Governments. . _ ^ T 

Although I have not expressed any opinion on this subject to Baron Blanc, 1 am 
desirous of bringing it to your Lordship’s notice, in order that you may be m possession 
of the feelings which are entertained by the Italian Government on the matter. 

° j have &c 

(Signed) ’ FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


No. 146. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 2.) 

(No. 71. Confidential.) qqa 

(Telegraphic.) P. . Cairo, June u, 1894. 

THE Marquis de Reverseaux left Cairo this morning. I have reason to believe 
that before his departure from Alexandria he will urge the Khedive to abandon his 
proposed visit to the European capitals, his arguments being very similar to those 
adduced by his Imperial Majesty. I am inclined to think that the Khedrvo himself 
ha s no strong wish to go, but any change of programme will probably be prevented by 
Nuhar Pasha, who has been very active in advocating the visit. 

I have repeated this telegram to Sir Philip Currie. 


No. 147. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 115. Confidential.) _ . __ . , , fiQ4 

gj r Foreign Office, June o, 1894. 

* j HA.VE received your despatch No. 96, Confidential, of the 28th ultimo, 
intimating the wish of the Italian Government that the Khedive should visit Italy in 

the course of his approaching tour. _ ,,, 

I have to request your Excellency to inform Baron Blanc that the desire of the 
Italian Government has been privately communicated to the Khedive, who much 
regrets that circumstances do not admit of his accepting their invitation as he feels 
compelled on this occasion to restrict his visits to Paris, London, Vienna, and 
Constantinople. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


No. 148. 

Sir P. Currie to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 6.) 

ITelegraphic.) P. Constantinople , June 6,1894, 11*20 a.m. 

THE French Ambassador and the new French Agent at Cairo dined with the 
Sultan last Sunday. 
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The latter received the Medjidieh. On presenting him to the Sultan, the French 
Ambassador said that the Agent would work in support of the Sultan’s rights in 
Egypt. 

M. Cambon has gone to spend a week at Broussa. 


No. 149. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 6.) 

(No. 74. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, June 6, 1894. 

WITH reference to my despatch to your Lordship No. 68 of the 19th April, I 
have now the honour to state that, in consequence of M. Morana’s refusal to hand in 
his resignation, an arrangement was come to with the Italian Government to the effect 
that the Egyptian Government should address a communication to the Italian Consul- 
General requesting permission to remove M. Morana. I understand that the Italian 
Government has no objection to granting this permission, but so far no official reply 
has been sent. Meanwhile, a strong personal appeal on M. Morana’s behalf has been put 
forward by his English and German colleagues on the Caisse. The folly of his conduct 
is admitted by Mr. Money and Baron Richthofen, but they urge that much adverse 
comment would be excited by his enforced removal; that his wife and family, who are 
dependent on him, will be in a position of great poverty, and that he is now 7 prepared 
to address a letter to the Italian Government, in which he will pledge himself to follow 
their instructions exactly for the future. The decision in this matter rests, of course, 
entirely with the Italian Government, and, moreover, in this and in all other questions 
their attitude has been of so friendly a nature that I hesitate to advocate any change 
from a line of conduct which, in the first instance, sprang mainly from good-will 
towards the Governments of Her Majesty and of the Khedive. I may, at thesame time, 
say that on the whole it appears to me that M. Morana might at all events be 
pardoned to the extent of permitting him to hold his post until the present contract 
expires, when the Italian Government could decide what action to take. 

(Secret.) 

In reality, all that we want has been done, and I believe that for the future 
M. Morana’s conduct will give no grounds for complaint. But I have reason to think 
that the Italian Government are desirous of removing him in order to make a fresh 
appointment to the post. 

I have repeated this telegram to Sir Clare Ford. 


No. 150. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 75.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, June 7,1894. 

I IIAYE just received the following telegram from Sir Elwin Palmer, who is 
now at Alexandria:— 

“ The French are doing all in their power to prevent the Khedive from visiting 
the European Courts. M. de Reverseaux showed to His Highness a telegram from 
M. Cambon, stating that the Sultan still entertained strong objections to the project. 
The Ambassador proposed to His Majesty that the Khedive’s first visit should be to 
Constantinople, but no answer has yet been returned to this proposal. The French 
Consul-General was summoned to the Palace at llamleli by the Khedive last 
evening whilst in the middle of dinner. It is evident that the object of the French 
is to please the Sultan, and to show him how much power they have over the 
Khedive. I told the Prime Minister that in my opinion His Highness must now 7 
pay the visits, as the matter had gone too far for liim to abandon them. Nubar 
Pasha professed to agree in this view.” 

I have sent the following answer to this telegram :— 

“ From the communication made to me I understood that His Highness had 
expressed a personal wish to visit England. The Austrian Consul-General is, I 
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believe, under the same impression as regards the Khedive’s visit to Vienna. If, 
after all that has passed, His Highness does not go, it is almost certain that an 
unfavourable impression will be created, but the matter is one in which His Highness 
will, of course, decide entirely for himself. 

“ I shall be glad if you will communicate this telegram to his Excellency Nubar 
Pasha.” 




No. 151. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 33.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 7, 1894. 

I HAVE received your telegram No. 75 of to-day’s date, reporting the communi¬ 
cations which have passed between you and Sir Elwin Palmer respecting French 
attempts to prevent the Khedive’s visit to Europe, and I approve your telegram to 
Sir E. Palmer on the subject 


No. 152. 

Sir E. Monson to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 8.) 

(No. 150.) 

My Lord, Vienna, June 6,1894. 

WITH reference to the projected visit of the Khedive to European capitals. 
Count Kalnoky said yesterday that if His Highness did carry out his intention this 
Government of course expected that he would visit Vienna, and had telegraphed to 
Cairo to that effect. 

His Excellency added that he had heard that opposition had been made by the 
Sultan to this excursion, but that he could see no valid reason against the Khedive’s 
journey, if His Highness really wished to make it, and that he might even say that he 
did not see that the Sultan had any right to put obstacles in the way of it. 

It seemed, however, by no means unlikely that the excursion would be prevented 
by the illness of the ex-Khedive Ismail, which might have a fatal termination; the 
obligations of mourning being in that case so strict as to render the travelling of the 
grandson impossible. 

X ‘hfl.yft &C 

(Signed) ’ EDMUND MONSON. 


No. 153. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 8.) 

(No. 76.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, June 8, 1894. 

THE mother of His Highness the Khedive left Egypt for Constantinople on 
Monday last. Mahmoud Paslia Choucri, one of the Khedive’s household, accompanies 
Her Highness. I am informed that the Khedive has intrusted to Mahmoud Pasha 
a letter to the Sultan respecting the proposed visit to England, and his final decision 
in the matter may not improbably to some extent depend upon the reply which he 
receives from His Imperial Majesty. 

I have this morning seen Boutros Pasha, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who is 
strongly in favour of His nighness’ visit. 

I have repeated this telegram to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople. 
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No. 154. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 9.) 

(No. 77. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, June 9, 1894. 

THE French Consul-General has given to Nubur Pasha a telegram which he has 
received from the French Minister for Foreign Affairs, of which the following is a free 
translation:— 

“ I have learned from Constantinople that M. Gambon has been told by the Sultan 
that he cannot admit, at a moment when he is doing his utmost to maintain the rights of 
Egypt and the integrity of the Ottoman Empire, that the Khedive should pay a visit of 
courtesy to the Queen of England. The Sultan says that there can be no question of 
the visit to England, even if the Khedive goes to Constantinople. Further, it appears 
that the British Government is embarrassed about the visit. I therefore, under these 
circumstances, advise His Highness the Khedive to abandon his contemplated visit, and 
you are instructed to inform him that, should he disregard the Sultan’s orders, he must 
not count upon any support from France in settling the question later on with the 
Sultan.” 

The Sultan’s Secretary has telegraphed announcing the arrival of his mother at 
Constantinople to the Khedive, and expressing on behalf of the Sultan the hope that the 
Khedive will, before long, come to Constantinople. 

Great activity is being displayed in this matter by the French Consul-General, who 
is in constant communication with the Khedive. The latter does not appear to take 
Nubar Pasha much into confidence. I have hitherto confined my action merely to 
reiterating to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, with whom I had an interview this 
morning, the views which I have reported in my telegram No. 75 of the 7th instant. 

I have repeated the above telegram to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constanti¬ 
nople. 


No. 155. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 34.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 9, 1894. 

THERE is, of course, no truth in the statement reported in your telegram No. 77, 
that the Khedive’s visit to England is a source of embarrassment to Her Majesty’s 
Government, and you may deny it. 

The language you have held on the subject is entirely approved. 


No. 156. 


Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 10.) 


(No. 78. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, June 10,1894. 

BOUTROS PASHA has shown me a private letter which he has received this 
morning from Nubar Pasha, in which the action of the Sultan, in making use of 
French influence in the matter of the Khedive’s visit to Europe, was described as 
“odious.” His Highness is now hesitating. The argument that the Sultan is 
defending the integrity of the Ottoman Empire has produced a certain impression on 
him. I said that the Congo arrangement had encountered no opposition on the part 
of the Porte. 

The Khedive has said that he would like to see mo, but I shall probably not be 
able to see him till Wednesday, as he has met with an accident, which is, however, of 
a trifling character. My opinion at present is that, if I show no excessive desire, from 
the English point of view, for his paying a visit to London, he will finally decide to 
go. But I am quite unable to speak with any certainty. 

The French opposition to the proposal has been somewhat overdone. The fact 
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that, although his Ministers favour his going, his immediate surroundings are showing 
much activity in discouraging him* constitutes one of the main difficulties of the 
affair. 

I have repeated this telegram to Sir Philip Currie. 


No. 157. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 10.) 

(No. 79.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, June 10, 1894. 

SIU E. PALMER telegraphs to me as follows:— 

“I am assured by Nubar Pasha that the Khedive is highly annoyed at the 
attitude taken up by the Erench, and also at the Sultan’s invoking their influence. 
His Highness is said to be very anxious to consult you and to intend to carry out his 
visits in spite of the opposition of the Sultan and the French, unless you advise him 
to abandon the scheme. You must not be surprised if the French declare that, as the 
Sultan disapproves the visit, they will not receive the Khedive.” 

To this I have replied as follows:— 

“ I have seen Boutros Pasha, who is going to Alexandria this evening. Before 
receiving your telegram, I had written to you at length. Please tell Nubar Pasha 
from me that the question of the Khedive’s visit to England is one that must be 
decided by His Highness himself; that I continue to hold the views which I have 
already expressed, and which have met with the approval of Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment ; that if His Highness wishes to make the visit, I see no reason whatever for his 
abandoning it; and that as regards any consequences which may ensue he may count 
upon the cordial support of Her Majesty’s Government. Should he give up the visit 
to Paris, my view would not be altered, neither, I am assured, would that of Her 
Majesty’s Government; but in that event it may be a question for future consideration 
and discussion whether it would not be a wise act on the part of His Highness to 
reconsider his decision as regards the visit to Italy, which was previously suggested 
to him.” 

I trust that this language will meet with your Lordship’s approval. 

I have repeated this telegram to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople. 


No. 158. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 11.) 

(No. 80.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, June 11, 1894. 

I HAVE received the following telegram from Sir Elwin Palmer :— 

" Nubar Pasha quite agrees in your views, and has written to the Khedive as you 
suggested. He has asked for His Highness’ permission to inform M. de Reverseaux that 
the visits will take place as was proposed in the first instance.” 

I have telegraphed to Sir E. Palmer expressing my entire concurrence. 

I have caused a hint to be conveyed, privately, to the effect that it is much to be 
preferred that His Highness should form a decision on the matter without appearing to 
have any consultation with me. It would be impossible to keep my visit to him secret. It 
appears that the Prime Minister has acted on this advice. 


No. 159. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 12.) 

(No. 81.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, June 12, 1894. 

SIR ELWIN PALMER telegraphs as follows:— 

“ Mazloum Pasha has just been to see me on his way from the Palace. A telegram has 
just been received by the Khedive direct from Constantinople, ordering him to abandon his 
visit to Europe, and to go to Constantinople. I am informed by Mazloum Pasha that His 
Highness intends to obey the order. The telegram has just been taken by Boutros Pasha 
to the Prime Minister, whom I shall see presently.” 
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I have returned the following reply :— 

** Under the circumstances 1 shall telegraph to Lord Kimberley, and ask for 
instructions. Please tell Nubar Pasha that the Khedive would, in my opinion, do 
wisely to wait until I receive a reply from London before answering the telegram from 
Constantinople.” 

My own view is that the Khedive should not be pressed to go to England if he really 
wishes to give up the visit. On the other hand, I think it essential, as matters have gone 
so far, that he should be told that, in the event of his desiring to explain to His Imperial 
Majesty that it is now impossible to abandon the visit, and then carrying out the proposal 
in spite of the Sultan’s wishes, he should receive a very positive assurance that, should any 
consequences ensue from his action, we will guarantee him against them. But without 
distinct authority from your Lordship, I do not like to give this assurance. We shall lose 
ground here if we now yield to the pressure exercised by the French and the Sultan. 

I should be glad to be favoured with an early reply. 

I have repeated this telegram to Sir Philip Currie. 


No. 160. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 12.) 

(No. 82.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, June 12,1894. 

I IIA VE received the following from Sir Elwin Palmer:— 

“ The text of the telegram from the Porte is as follows:— 

“ ‘ It would not be right to carry out your journey to Europe, as the Egyptian 
question is in suspense; it might be too injurious to the integrity of the Ottoman Empire. 
Also the climate of Europe is bad for you in the summer; therefore, you should abandon 
your journey, and you will give pleasure to His Majesty if you come to the Caliphate.’” 

I proceed to-morrow evening to Alexandria for the reception taking place on the 
Ba'iram festival, and will then decide whether I should see the Khedive myself. 


No. 161. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 35.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 12,1894. 

I HAVE received your Lordship’s telegrams Nos. 78, 79, and 80 relative to your 
attitude in regard to the question of the Khedive’s visit to Europe. 

I approve the course you have taken in the matter. 

For every reason, I think it desirable that whatever His Highness’ decision may he, 
it should appear to emanate from himself. 

I am glad that you refrained from going specially to see him on the subject. 


No. 162. 

The Earl of Kimberley to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 36.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 12, 1894. 

YOU should maintain the attitude described in your telegram No. 81 of to-day in 
regard to the Khedive’s visit, but if His Highness should consider it advisable to carry 
out his intentions of coming to London he would be supported by Her Majesty’s 
Government. 


No. 163. 

Sir E. Monson to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 13.) 

(No. 42.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Vienna, June 13,1894. 

THE Emperor will receive Khedive at Ischl privately, and the Turkish Ambas¬ 
sador has been so informed in reply to his inquiry. 
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No. 164 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received June 14.) 

Sir, Admiralty , June 13,1894. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit here¬ 
with, for the perusal of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter from the Commander of 
Her Majesty’s ship ** Gannet,” dated the 30th ultimo, with regard to the recent coal strike 
at Port Said. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 164. 

Commander Fegen to Admiral Sir M. Culme-Seymour. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, “ Gannet” at Port Said, May 30,1894. 

I HAVE the honour to furnish the following further explanation with regard to the 
recent coal strike at Port Said mentioned in my two last letters of proceedings :— 

Firstly, that the discontent of the coaling population has been fomenting for some 
time, and is primarily due to the dishonesty of most of the Sheikhs. 

2. These Sheikhs are the foremen of the different gangs, and contract with the coal 
agents for the various services of loading or discharging coal. They are paid by piece¬ 
work, and undertake to provide a certain number of men at so much per man for 
the job. 

3. To clearly explain the conduct of the Sheikhs, I will take an imaginary example. 

4. A steamer entering the port requires 624 tons of coal. The agent sends for his 
coaling Shiekh, and requires him to place that amount of coal in the bunkers in two hours, 
the rate being 1 fr. per ton. The Sheikh replies that he will have to engage 100 men for 
the work, and his legitimate charge being 4 per cent, his wage would be 24 fr., and that of 
his gang 6 fr. each. Instead, therefore, of employing 100 men as he contracts to do, he 
employs only 75, and by harrying and bullying them, he makes them do the same work he 
had contracted for with 100 men. 

5. When the work is done, the agent pays the Sheikh the 624 fr. agreed on, of which 
the Sheikh renders account as follows:— 


To 100 men, at 6 francs each .. 




Fr. 

.. 600 

To Sheikh’s commission, at 4 per cent. .. 

•• 

•• 

•• 

24 

Total 


• • 


.. 624 

6. The actual account being — 

To 75 men, at 0 franca each .. .. 

To Sheikh's commission, at 4 per cent .. 




Fr. 

.. 450 

, # 

. # 


24 

Misappropriated by Sheikh 

•• 

•• 

•• 

.. 150 

Total .. .. 

•• 

•• 

•• 

.. 624 


Of course this is an imaginary account, drawn up without any pretence to propor¬ 
tion. In addition to this method of swindling, it has been elicited by inquiry that it is the 
custom for these Sheikhs to make the following demands on their men :— 

For water .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2 sous each. 

„ coffee ,, .. .. .. .. 2 ,, „ 

„ poor .. .. •« •• •• .. 2„„ 

7. Needless to say, the whole of this money, which reaches a considerable amount 
per annum, goes to enrich the Sheikhs. 


8. In addition, they keep shops, forcing the men to deal there, charging enormous 
prices, thus further sweating the unfortunate coolie. 

9. The labour market being much overstocked, the wretched labourer has had no 
appeal, any complaint on his part being followed by instant dismissal. 

Secondly, there is no doubt that the coal agents are responsible for this unfortunate 
state of affairs, though there are exceptions. 

10. But, generally speaking, it is a fact that, providing a certain amount of coal was 
transhipped for a certain sum and in a certain time, the majority of agents exercised little 
or no control over the conduct of their Sheikhs. 

11. Thirdly, the coolie population is overstocked. 

12. There are 3,500 men, and only work for 2,000. 

13. These grievances have rendered the men for some time past discontented. 

14. It was proposed (I believe by himself) that the Governor should have the 
appointment over the Sheikhs, but this their agents would not hear of; they considered 
it far too valuable a patronage, and open to abuse to be intrusted to the hands of any 
Egyptian. 

15. Finally, the men went on strike, saying they would only have the Governor’s 
Sheikhs. The agents offered to pay each man separately, but this they would not have. 

16. I am convinced that the Governor was at the bottom of the whole business, and 
that he kept it going until the men broke control and rioted, when, seeing the game was 
up, and frightened by the Consul’s letter to him, he put a sudden end to the strike, and 
the men resumed work at once. 

17. I may mention that the present Governor-General is Maher Pasha, who was 
removed from Under-Secretary of War and sent here on account of what is commonly 
called as the “ frontier incident.” 

18. As may be easily imagined, he has not much love for the British nation. 

19. The French cruizer “Cosmao” arrived on the evening of the 28th instant, and 
moored oft' the town. 

20. On her arrival I went to see the Consul, and distrusting as we do the present 
Governor, and fearing he might take advantage of the “Cosmao’s” presence to do 
something to bring about a quarrel, we thought it highly desirable to take every precaution 
to guard against this. 

21. Mr. Gould wrote at once an urgent letter to Settle Pasha, head of the Egyptian 
police, now at Port Said, on account of the late disturbances, informing him he would 
hold him responsible for the pence and good order of the town, and that he was to send 
him the earliest information of any threat to the contrary. 

22. The “ Undaunted,” on her way through the Canal, had moored for the night at 
Isma'ilia, so at the Consul’s request I telegraphed to Captain John S. Hallifax, requesting 
him to remain there until he heard from cither Lord Cromer or you. 

23. As you are aware, Isma'ilia is only two hours’ distant by train and four by packet- 
boat, so that while the “Undaunted” remains there a large force is available at the 
shortest notice. 

24. I also telegraphed to “Polyphemus,” at Alexandria, warning Commander 
Frederick L. Campbell to be ready in case he should be ordered here. 

25. The following day the Captain of the “ Cosmao ” called, and informed me that, 
in consequence of the alarming reports sent in from this town, he had been ordered here 
with dispatch, only to find everything perfectly quiet. He said he expected to be off again 
at once to join the manoeuvres. 

26. In the afternoon Her Majesty's Consul received a telegram from Lord Cromer, 
saying he had some doubts as to the advisability of retaining the “Undaunted” at 
Isma'ilia for any considerable time unless absolutely necessary, as objection might be taken 
under Article VII of the Convention of 1888. 

27. As I had seen the French Captain, and also had found by inquiry that there had 
been no change, both the Consul and I telegraphed to Captain Hallifax. 

28. The " Undaunted ” proceeded this morning at 6 a.M. Settle Pasha informs me 
that the Egyptian Government have decided to deport 1,300 coolies, 100 of whom will be 

s ‘ employed by His Highness the Khedive, and the remainder by his Excellency Nubar 

Pasha, Minister of the Interior. 

29. A Committee for the settling of the labourers’ grievances will shortly sit. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRED. F. FEGEN. 
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No. 165. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 14.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, June 14,1894. 

I INFORMED Nubar Pasha, whom I saw last night, that I did not desire to press 
the Khedive to visit England, but that he would be strongly supported by Her 
Majesty’s Government if he did wish to go. The opinion expressed by Nubar Pasha 
was that he had better not go to Constantinople if he did not go to England, and I 
expressed my concurrence in this. 

I have now been informed by Nubar Pasha that the Khedive has decided to 
abandon his visit to England and to go to Constantinople. It seems that he thinks he 
will obtain permission from the Sultan to go to Switzerland. This I think doubtful. 
It is this which he cares about most, being very nervous about his health. 

I also gather that when at Constantinople he wants to arrange for a marriage 
with the late Sultan’s daughter. 

To-morrow morning I am to see His Highness. I have told Nubar Pasha that 
although, according to my own personal opinion, the Khedive is making a great 
mistake, and one of which he may later on repent, he was, at the same time, entirely 
free to act as he chose, and that he would not be pressed by me to alter his 
decision. 

This incident will not do us any harm so far as the Khedive personally is 
concerned, but here the general impression will be that he has thrown himself into the 
hands of the Sultan and of the French, and that a diplomatic success has been 
achieved by them. 

(Sent by telegraph to Constantinople.) 


No. 166. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 16.) 

(No. 84.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, June 16, 1894. 

BEFORE I left Alexandria yesterday I saw the Khedive, who was very apologetic. 
It was his particular wish that it should be represented to Her Majesty how greatly he 
regretted being unable to accept the Queen’s gracious invitation. Another year he 
hoped that he would be able to come. He hoped, he said, that in England the difficul¬ 
ties of his position would be understood. 

I told him, in the course of conversation, that, in my opinion, he had made a great 
mistake, but that I did not, at the same time, wish to press him to change his 
decision. 

(Confidential.) 

I will write to your Lordship at greater length. In the long run, I think no harm 
will have been done. Nubar Pasha has assured me that both he and his colleagues 
pressed the Khedive to go to England strongly. This, however, His Highness denies, 
and I am inclined to think that he is here stating what is correct. Both the Khedive 
and his Ministers have, to tell the truth, displayed the utmost weakness throughout the 
whole affair, being all so frightened that they lost their heads. Some influence was, I 
think, exercised by the hostile attitude of the German Consul-General. 

The matter, 1 would suggest, may now be allowed to drop. I have said all that is 
necessary, and no answer to the Khedive’s communication appears to be required. 

The above has been telegraphed to Constantinople. 


No. 167. 

Lord Cromei to the Earl of Kimberley. — (Received June 25.) 

(No. 89.) 

My Lord, Cairo, June 13,1894. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith the Financial Report 
for the year 1893 of the Egyptian Administrative Board for Railways, Telegraphs, and 
v for the Harbour of Alexandria.* 


•Not printed. 
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Your Lordship will observe by reference to p. 32 that M. Prompt, the French 
member of the Board, declines to sign this Export, on the ground that he is not 
satisfied with the manner in which the accounts are drawn up. His views are, 
however, not shared by his colleagues, Halton and Bogos Nubar Pashas, who add 
that the method adopted is that in use in all the Governmental Departments here. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. 168. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 26.) 

(No. 90.) 

My Lord, Cairo, June 16, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a Circular 
dated the 18th March, in which the Egyptian Government asked permission that the 
Municipality of Alexandria should be authorized to continue to encash the small duty 
on exports and imports, which has received international sanction, for a further period 
of five years after the expiry of the current term at the close of the present year. 

I did not at the time forward this proposal to your Lordship, as the whole question 
of the Alexandria Municipality was then in suspense, and there was no prospect of 
the sanction of certain Powers being obtained to the proposed prolongation of the 
duty without certain radical modifications in the constitution of the Municipality 
itself. 

These modifications are being studied by the Egyptian Government, and a scheme 
will shortly be submitted. At the present season, however, when most of my 
colleagues are away on leave, it would not be possible to bring the proposals up for 
discussion, and after their return in the autumn, time would be too brief to give 
practical execution to the results of such discussions before the commencement of a 
new financial year. 

I have accordingly—after ascertaining the views of my principal colleagues, and 
finding that they are ready to recommend such a scheme to their respective Govern¬ 
ments—suggested that the Egyptian Government should invite the prolongation of 
the present system for another year, pending the consideration of the new proposals. 

A second Circular has consequently been issued by the Egyptian Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, dated the 15tlx instant, and, in transmitting it to your Lordship, I 
have the honour to recommend the proposal which it embodies, to prolong the present 
system until the end of 1895, to your Lordship’s favourable consideration. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 168. 

Tigrane Pasha to Lord Cromer. 

(Circulaire.) 

Ministere des Affaires Etr anger es, le Caire, 
Milord, le 18 Mars , 1894. 

PARMI les ressources affectees a la Municipality d’Alexandrie se trouve un 
droit d’un demi pour mille sur la valeur des exportations et importations. Mais, 
ainsi qu’il est a votre connaissance, la perception de ce droit n’a ete autorisee, par 
PArticle 40 du Decret du 5 Janvier, 1890, que pour une periode de cinq ans, expirant 
a la fin do la presento anndc. 

La situation financi&re de la Municipality ne lui permet pas encore de so passer de 
cettc ressource. Aussi le Gouvernement do Son Altesse estime qu’il y aurait lieu de 
l’autoriser a percevoir le droit dont il s’agit pour une nouvelle periode de cinq ans. 

Jo vous serai done reconnaissant, Milord, de vouloir bien soumettre la question au 
Gouvernement de Sa Majeste Britannique, en sollicitant son assentiment de mani^re 
que le Decret a promulguer puisso paraitre en temps utile. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signe) TIGRANE. 


17731 


3 F 


















200 


Inclosure 2 in No. 168. 

Boutros Pasha to Lord Cromer. 

(Circulaire.) 

Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres, Alexandrie, 
Milord, le 15 Juin, 1894. 

PAR Circulaire du 18 Mars dernier, son Excellence Tigrane Pacha vous a pri6 de 
vouloir bien demander l’assentiment de votre Gouvernement k La perception, pour une 
nouvelle p6riode de cinq ans, du droit d’un demi pour mille sur la valeur des importa¬ 
tions et exportations, autorisde en favour de la Municipals d’Alexandrie par 
1’Article 40 du Ddoret du 5 Janvier, 1890, jusqu’a la fin de la prdsente ann^e. 

Mais, ainsi qu’il est a votre connaissance. Milord, le Gouvernement de Son Altesse 
prepare un projet modifiant l’institution actuelle de la Municipality. 

Toutefois, comme un certain laps de temps est n6cessaire pour que ce projet puisse 
dtre discuty et dyfinitivement adopty, le Gouvernement de Son Altesse pense qu’il est 
suffisant d’autoriser pendant l’annye 1895 la perception de ce droit d’un demi pour 
mille sur les importations et exportations. 

Aussi, je viens recourir a votre obligeance, Milord, et vous prier de vouloir bien 
solliciter l’adhysion de votre Gouvernement a cette mesure, afin que le D4cret y relatif 
puisse ytre promulgud en temps opportun. 

Yeuillez, &c. 

(Signy) BOUTROS. 


No. 169. 

Sir P. Currie to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 89.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, June 28, 1894, 10T0 A.M: 

THE Sultan has tendered fatherly advice to the Khedive, telling him not to raise 
difficulties with us in Egypt, which would embarrass the relations between England 
and Turkey. 

His Imperial Majesty informed me so himself last night at a banquet given in 
honour of the King of Servia, which was attended by the Heads of Missions. 

The Khedive was not among the guests. 

I expressed my thanks to His Imperial Majesty for this information, said Her 
Majesty’s Government would doubtless be gratified on receiving it, and that I would 
transmit it to them. 

(The above has been sent to Lord Cromer.) 


No. 170. 

Sir P. Currie to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 91.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, June 28,1894, 5 p.m. 

I HAVE just returned the Khedive’s visit, His Highness having called at the 
Embassy this morning when I was out. 

He expressed his deep regret at having been unable to pay his respects to the 
Queen, and was very apologetic about his visit to England, and added, “ but you will 
understand the difficulties of my position.” He said that he hoped to visit 
Switzerland, as his health, after three summers spent at Cairo, required a change of 
climate ; but permission to do so had evidently not been granted. 

I told His Highness that my services were at his disposal if I could help him in 
any way. 

He seemed to me to be nervous and dejected. 

(I have sent the above to Lord Cromer.) 


Sir P. Currie to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 92. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. , Constantinople, June 28,1894, 10 p.m. 

IN regard to the abandonment of the Khedive’s visit to England, Mukhtar 
Pasha told one of my colleagues last night that the most valuable assistance he 
received came from the German Agent, who counselled the Khedive to ofEend England 
rather than Turkey. 

The Erench also had done their utmost to prevent the visit. 

Lord Cromer had already informed me privately of the unfriendly action of the 
German Representative, and I mentioned his conduct to the German Ambassador 
here. Prince Radolin said that he was quite unable to account for it, and gave me the 
most positive assurances that he had received no intimation of any alteration of policy 
from Berlin; neither had he been instructed to act in any way against us here. 








